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An Evening with The
Rev. Dr. Thomas Tewell
F

irst Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach welcomes the Rev.
Dr. Thomas K. Tewell.
An
ordained Presbyterian Minister for
more than 35 years, Dr. Tewell has
served congregations in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania and New Providence,
New Jersey, as well as the 5,100
member
Memorial
Drive
Presbyterian Church in Houston,
Texas and the 3,500 member Fifth
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
New York City.

D

r. Tewell is in demand to
speak at conferences and in
congregations across America and
he has taught seminars on
preaching,
leadership
and
stewardship
at
numerous
theological seminaries and divinity
schools, including Princeton, Drew,
Pittsburgh, San Francisco and
Fuller, and served as a Trustee of
Princeton Theological Seminary for
15 years.

Currently, Dr. Tewell serves as

the Executive Director of FaithBased Ministries for the CF
Foundation in Atlanta, Georgia.
One of the programs he coordinates
is the Macedonian Ministry
Program, where he and several
other pastoral leaders mentor
pastors in leadership, preaching,
fundraising and church renewal.

Youth
Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser
by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham

I

On Saturday evening, March

8th, First Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach is pleased to present
“An Evening with Dr. Tewell” in
Fellowship Hall from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Dr. Tewell will be the
guest speaker following the catered
dinner. The cost per person is $8
and reservations may be made in
the Courtyard on Sunday mornings,
on the church website under
Upcoming Events or by calling the
church office (276-6338).

On Sunday morning, March

9th, Dr. Tewell will be the guest
preacher for both worship services.
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear
one of the top Presbyterian
preachers in our country.
v v v

t’s time for our annual
Youth Spaghetti Dinner! This
wonderful,
home-cooked,
Italian meal raises funds for our
youth to go on mission trips
during the year. This year, our
youth will put their culinary
skills to work as they make
their own special sauce guaranteed to make your mouth water!
With both meat and vegetarian
options and delicious side dishes, there will be plenty of
choices. This year our youth
group will provide entertainment for you. Be sure to put a
reminder on your personal calendar for Wednesday, March
12th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. The cost is $7
per person, payable at the door.
Do join the youth for their special evening. To make your
reservation, sign up in the
Courtyard, on our website
under Upcoming Events, or call
Paula Hare (276-6338, ext. 23)
in the church office. v
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From My Heart to Yours
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by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor

Senior Pastor

Jessi Higginbotham, M.Div.

“His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and
building up the body of Christ until we all reach the unity of faith and
knowledge of God’s Son. God’s goal is for us to become mature adults –
to be fully grown, measured by the standard of the fullness of Christ.”
Ephesians 4:12, 13 (Common English Bible)

Girl Meets God: On the Path to a Spiritual Life is a passionate spiritual
autobiography by Lauren F. Winner. Here is the story of a young woman, the
child of a Jewish father and a lapsed Southern Baptist mother, who chooses to
become an Orthodox Jew. Yet, following her faith decision, Winner experiences
what she describes as an inescapable courtship by “a very determined carpenter
from Nazareth.”1 She eventually converts to the Christian faith and begins
looking for a church in New York City.
As so many do, Winner writes that she church-hopped, sometimes visiting

as many as three churches on a single Sunday. With each church she
manufactured good reasons never to return to any of them. In her book, she
courageously acknowledges that the real reason for not returning to any of them
was that she did not want to do the hard, intimate work of actually becoming
part of a church. Anonymity was attractive; skirting any responsibility that
might come with membership was more attractive still.

Apparently that “determined carpenter from Nazareth” remained
unsatisfied. Church-hopping eventually wore Winner down and she grew
increasingly dissatisfied with not being expected anywhere on Sunday morning.
With the smallest nudge by a campus chaplain she commited to one church.
Winner’s story is not unique. Many people today experience the courtship
of that very determined carpenter from Nazareth. Yet they fear making a
commitment to a particular church. The reasons are many. Some fear the claim
such a commitment may make on their lifestyle – both financially and time.
Others are simply exhausted by life and seek only to restore their spirit by
beautiful, compelling worship without further demands upon them. Whatever
the reason, they pop in and out of worship hoping to preserve anonymity.
The difficulty with this approach to faith is that it is less than what God’s

desires for us, much less. What the Apostle Paul wants to make clear in these
few sentences from Ephesians is that God’s desire for us is more than spiritual
refreshment. God’s desire is spiritual maturity. And the standard measurement
for that maturity is Jesus Christ. Pay attention to what Paul says here. God’s
method for making that a reality is for us to settle into a particular church and
participate in some ministry. It is by our own engagement in ministry – the
work of the church – that God completes our growth in Jesus Christ.
1 Lauren F. Winner, Girl Meets God: On the Path to a Spiritual Life.
New York: Waterbrook Press, 2002, 12.
Reprinted from Dr. Hood’s February 14, 2014 blog.. v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

DISCIPLESHIP MATTERS
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Vision, Intention & Means for Growing-Up in Christ
decision of when you will begin life
change and whom you will partner
with for the journey the vision dies.

Dallas Willard submits that at
some point in the Christian journey
most people simply become
dissatisfied with “church as usual”
with little noticeable impact upon
their lives. They long for something
more, something deeper, and
something that transforms their lives
from the inside out. The Apostle
Paul simply names this desire as
“maturity” in faith (Ephesians 4:13).
Some might think that it is
remarkable that a person can
participate in church activities for
decades with little noticeable faith
maturity. Actually, that is the
inevitable result of anyone that
neither has the vision, intention or
means for reaching a mature faith.

V

ision is the place we must
start. It is the place that Jesus started.
Jesus says in Luke 4:43 that He was
sent to earth for one purpose: to
usher in God’s kingdom. Jesus then
organized His entire life around that
one purpose. This doesn’t mean that
Jesus didn’t have a “life” as young
people would name it today. Jesus
had a family, enjoyed friendships
and attended parties. Yet, His life
had a clear focus – participate with
God in advancing God’s purposes in
the world. In baptism we declare that
we will live our lives for the same
purpose. Our vocation (how we
provide for our families and pay the
bills) may not be as a minister to a
local church. It may be any number
of professional careers that serves
the legitimate needs of others. The

Finally,

point is that in whatever our
vocation we can seek to know God
more deeply and understand how
God intends to use us for God’s
purposes. It starts with a clear vision
that God intends for us to be useful
to God’s work in the world.

N

ext we must decide to do what
is necessary to move toward that
vision. This is what Dallas Willard
calls “intention.” Many visions and
dreams perish for the lack of taking
intentional and purposeful steps to
make them a reality. To look at a
vision, admire it and wish upon it
someday results in the death of the
vision. This is a basic organic
principal built into all of life: either
there is change and growth or death
and decay. Without a specific
3

there must be the
means – the tool you will use, the
process you will follow or the steps
you will take. No one learns a new
language without purchasing some
packaged lesson or enrolling in a
language class or hiring a tutor.
Pursuing a hobby like photography
necessarily requires the purchase or
rental of a camera and basic
equipment. True skill as a
photographer will additionally
include some method of instruction.
Movement toward any goal or vision
requires some means for getting
there. Perhaps the best tool available
today for purposeful growth in faith
is the book, Discipleship Essentials
by Greg Ogden. Intended for use
with two or three others, this is a
powerful means to structure a faith
growth plan. Each week participants
will complete approximately ninety
minutes of reading and written
reflections and then share those
reflections with one another for
another ninety minutes. These three
hours a week for twenty-five weeks
will change your life from the inside
out. Such will be the change that
others will notice; it will be
unmistakable that you have moved
toward the maturity in Jesus Christ
that God desires.
Discounted copies of Discipleship
Essentials may be purchased from the
church office. v

Mission In Action
by Jeanne Heavilin, Mission Outreach Co-Chair

The Christmas Eve Offering provided much-needed cars, through a

partnership with Wheels From the Heart, to Aquira and to Kenneth and
Camille. Tragically, Kenneth passed away four days after receiving the
car. His wife, Camille, needs to return to work as a fulltime CNA and
now has reliable transportation so she can work a night shift.
v v v

Caps
of
Love
The volunteer-supported
nonprofit “Federation Handisport”
takes plastic caps from bottles
and recycles them to buy
wheelchairs and to provide
trained service dogs for children. These caps are a different grade of plastic from what
is used in bottles. They are
not recycled with plastic bottles so they end up in our
landfills or incinerated, which
harms the environment. This
grade of plastic is valuable
when melted down and sold to
manufacturers.

By saving your plastic caps

Deacons’ Corner
Ring in the spring season with our annual
“Meet Your Deacon Sunday”
on March 16th. This fun fellowship event is hosted by
your hardworking Deacons. Join them in Fellowship Hall after
the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services. This is a great way for
you to meet your Deacon and for your Deacon to meet you.
v v v
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and depositing them in the Caps
of Love Container in the
Courtyard each Sunday morning, you will not only be helping the environment, but you
will also be providing benefits
to those in need. Remember,
plastic caps only, no metal
ones, please. v

Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

EXTRA! EXTRA! Read All About it!
The Step-Above-Rummage
NETS $21,000!
Did you hear the collective

There were many members

sigh of relief and the prayers of
thanks that went up to God for the
successful 2014 Step-AboveRummage Sale? Once more the
First Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach came together to
produce our mammoth February
sale. It benefited our own Church
Improvement Fund and also
members of the community who
really need, not just want, bargains
in clothes, housewares and
affordable presents for family and
friends. We were glad to give
some good things to the Lord’s
Place for its ministry to the needy
in our area.

who worked during the two short
weeks leading up to the sale and/or
as salespeople during the event.
There were wonderfully helpful
men available, lifting, carrying,
directing cars and customers, and
then selling like professionals.

This sale was composed of
articles donated by our generous
church members and some of their
friends. Without you there would
be no sale. Thank you!

As

usual the church staff
rallied to the pressure and gave us
ungrudging and reliable assistance
in their various departments.
Thank you!

Donna King and Edna Fisher
led the volunteers. This was
Donna’s first Rummage Sale at
First Presbyterian Church, but her
past experiences elsewhere made
her a natural. Edna’s years of
volunteering here tied right in and
she could answer all the big and
little questions about where and
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how things were before the new
Holly House was finished. Thank
you!

There were some great friends
who came down from the snowy
north, taking time off to work with
us. They were completely in sync
with our Holly House group. I
now pronounce you Honorary
Presby workers. Thank you and
please come again!

To all those who took part, we
hope you feel a closer relationship
with your fellow members and will
remember the camaraderie and the
feeling
of
tremendous
accomplishment by this yearly
effort for our local mission.

v v v

C hurCh d ude r anCh

r eTreaT

Wednesday

by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham, Associate Pastor

“S eeking g od ”
W

e are pleased to announce that
our family retreat weekend at the
Circle F Dude Ranch will be Friday,
April 25th through Sunday, April 27th.
This is a wonderful opportunity to
bond with our church family, your own
family and God. There is so much to do
at the Dude Ranch but we hope you
will have enough time to try a little of
everything. From horseback riding to
campfires, we are planning a
wonderful family weekend away for
our church.

our theme this year is “Seeking

God.” Do you ever feel as if you are
looking for God but struggling to find
Him? We will explore this idea with
intergenerational activities, lessons and
worship. There will also be time for
reflection, a little FOB Time (“Flat on
Back” or “Nap Time”) and, of course,
our annual Talent Show!

d

uring this weekend, we will eat
together, gather around the fire
together, connect with God and nature
together, and even participate in a
mission activity together. There is a
little bit of everything and something
for everyone. Don’t worry, there will
be enough free time for swimming and
yes, paintball!

ASH

This is a weekend for all ages, so

come with your friends, family, kids,
grandparents or neighbors. The cost of
this trip is $50 per person and
scholarships are available.

if you are interested in joining us,

you may make your reservation on our
website under Upcoming Events, sign
up in the Courtyard on Sunday
mornings following the worship
services or by contacting Paula Hare
(paulahare@covad.net or 276-6338,
ext. 23).
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Ash Wednesday, March 5th,
is the beginning of Lent when
we ready ourselves for Easter.
At 5:30 p.m., we will have our
Pancake Dinner in Fellowship
Hall. The cost is $7 for adults,
$5 for children, and $20 maximum per family. Reservations
for dinner are requested so the
cooks know how much food to
prepare. They may be made on
Sunday mornings in the
Courtyard, on the church website under Upcoming Events, or
by calling the church office
(276-6338).

Then join us at 7 p.m. in the
Sanctuary for our Ash
Wednesday Worship Service.
We will read scripture, raise our
voices in song, and consider the
gift of God’s grace. You do not
have to attend the dinner to
attend the worship service and
no reservations are required to
worship. v

Palm Sunday
Pageant Rehearsal

Wheaton College
Concert Choir
by Don Cannarozzi,
Director of Music

by Jim Poch, Associate Director of Music

On Palm Sunday, April 13th, our children will present The Singing
Bishop by Hal H. Hopson, which tells the story of “All Glory, Laud, and
Honor,” our traditional opening hymn on that festival Sunday. Rehearsals
will be in room 202-204 in the Christian Education Building on Sunday
mornings from 10:30 to 10:55 a.m., beginning March 2nd. All children
are invited to participate in this exciting presentation. Contact Jim Poch
(276-6338, ext. 24 or fpcmusicdept@covad.net) for questions or further
information.

On

Monday, March 10th at
7:30 p.m., the Wheaton College
Concert Choir will present a concert in our Sanctuary.
The
Concert Choir is under the direction of Dr. John Trotter and will
include a wide variety of choral
literature. The Choir will be
accompanied by a chamber
orchestra. The concert is free, a
good-will offering will be collect.
If you would like to house two or
more students on Monday
evening, please contact Nancy
Fine in the church office (2766338, ext. 10).

Vacation Bible School 2014
by Rev. Jo Garnett, Minister to Children and Families

G

et a jump start on your summer and
register for “Workshop of Wonders” Vacation
Bible School 2014. Join us the week of June 9th
through June 13th to watch how God turns the
ordinary into the extraordinary. The children will
display their creativity and imagination to explore
the Bible. Come to meet those who used their gifts
to produce something great for God.

Y

ou may register your children, 3-years-old
through rising 6th graders, on our website or by
contacting Paula in the church office (276-6338,
ext 23 or paulahare@covad.net).
v v v
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We Welcome to Our Membership . . .

Celebration of
Eternal Life…

Emma Artero

William and Ellen Gearon

Kirby Bagwell

Kera Griffis

Edward and Betty Bates

Harper Hawk

Cameron Coleman

Edward (Ted) and Robin Kakas

Robert and Doris Davies

David and Carol Lewis

Mitchell Del Mastro

Judy Rhode

Janet McPheeters

Devin Dykstra

Steve and Dawn Schwalbe

December 2, 2013

Ted Ewald

Drew Thrower

Arthur (Bart) Bartholomew, Jr.

Our Deepest Sympathies as a
congregation is extended to the
families
of
the
following
members upon the death of their
loved ones:

Ella Gates

February 17, 2014

Welcome
Highlights of Upcoming

Wonderful Wednesday Events
by Kathy Smith

Wonderful Wednesday continues with some outstanding programs over the next several weeks. At 5:30 p.m., there is
a time to catch up with old friends and make new ones. Dinner is served in Fellowship Hall from 5:45 to 6:15 p.m. with a time
of music. Check the website and weekly bulletin for information about the evening program from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
March 5th – Pancake Dinner followed by the Ash Wednesday Worship Service in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m.
(No reservations are required to attend the worship service only)
March 12th – Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser and Program (See Rev. Higginbotham’s article for more details)
March 26th – Pam O’Brien from AVDA (Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse) will talk about First Presbyterian’s
active role in helping to change lives
April 9th – Dr. Stephen Sapp will be our guest speaker

The cost of the dinner is $7 for adults, $5 for children, and $20 maximum per family. Reservations are
encouraged by Monday evening so that our cooks know how many to prepare for. They may be made in the Courtyard
on Sunday mornings following the worship services, on our website under Upcoming Events or by calling the church
office (276-6338). Wonderful Wednesday dinners will conclude for the season on Maundy Thursday, April 17th. v
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actively Change
Tomorrow event
on Saturday, March 22nd, beginning at 9 a.m., the Mission Outreach

Committee is sponsoring an Actively Change Tomorrow project for our
church. This activity for people of all ages will entail putting sand
between the bricks in the Courtyard area. The church will be providing
the sand, but please bring your own broom(s) with you. Following the
event, lunch will be served at the Gathering Place at the South East corner
of the church property. Please sign up for this event in the Courtyard on
Sunday mornings, on the church website under Upcoming Events or by
calling the church office. Remember that many hands make light work.
This is a great way to enjoy a morning of fellowship and mission while
benefiting your church home. v

Remember the
Church When . . .
Estate Planning
Our
Endowment
and
Remembrance Funds are two
excellent opportunities for your
giving consideration, be it your
will, stocks, or as a named
beneficiary of an insurance
policy. This financially wise
method of stewardship helps
ensure the long-term financial
stability of the church and
provides a planned means for
the church to continue its role
in the lives of our members and
those to whom we reach out, in
our community and beyond.
For more information on longterm giving, call the church
office (276-6338). v

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
DINNER
Sunday,
January 11, 2015
Featured Speaker
Dr. Tom Long
More Details to Follow

v v v
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
you are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this
newsletter, please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@covad.net.

Sunday Morning
Worship Services
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Adult Church School 10 a.m.
Education Hour Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Hour Sunday School 11 a.m.
Youth Fellowship 5 p.m.

The Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

