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by Dr. Doug Hood
Senior Pastor

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.
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NURTURE FAITH

GettinG Started With JeSuS
“Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 

is like a wise builder who built a house on bedrock.” 
Matthew 7:24 (Common English Bible)

How does a person start to be a Christian?  For many in the church, it is a 
startling question.  It is startling because so little thought has been given to the question.  
Christianity has been reduced to joining a church, worshiping on Sunday morning when 
convenient, faithfully completing a financial pledge card once a year, and an occasional 
appearance at a congregational dinner.  The notion that there is anything more escapes 
them.  What also escapes such people is any vital relationship with Jesus Christ.  And a 
vital relationship with Jesus will remain absent until behind every conventional practice 
of faith a person goes directly to Jesus, listens to the teachings of Jesus, and puts those 
teachings into practice in their own life.  A person gets started with being a Christian by 
endeavoring to live as Christ lived.

Simply, being a Christian is something to be done.  Christianity is not consent to 
a particular theological creed, belonging to a church that self-identifies as Christian, or 
practicing a set of rituals.  Christianity is doing what Christ does.  In every account of 
Jesus calling particular men to be his disciples, something is absent; what is absent is a 
requirement of a theological education, or a seminar on the basics of the faith, or a new 
member class.  The only thing that Jesus asks is, “Will you follow me?”  We will never 
understand everything that the church teaches.  And there may be some teachings that 
we understand but we simply cannot believe.  Jesus doesn’t ask for either.  Yesterday, 
and today, Jesus asks one thing: “Will you follow me?”

In the second place, though we begin where we are – with little understanding of 
Jesus or no understanding of Jesus – we do not remain where we are.  Following Jesus 
is a continuous journey of listening to all that Jesus teaches and appropriating what is 
understood into the daily practice of life.  As this is done, each week, each month, and 
each year brings clearer insight and a deeper assurance of Christ’s presence and strength 
for our lives.  Faith matures as the season changes from spring, to summer, to fall, to 
winter, and finally back to spring with all the new growth each new spring brings.  As 
we pay increasing attention to Jesus, learn more from him, and think harder how to walk 
as Jesus walked, we make progress toward a more confident faith.

Getting started with Jesus is not difficult.  Remaining on the walk will be one of the 
most difficult challenges of life.  That is because of all the distractions and temptations 
to walk a different path, a path that promises quicker satisfactions and pleasures.  But 
what God already knows – and what many of us discover by our own experience – is that 
every other path ends with disappointment and loss.  But strength is available to those 
who wish to remain on the path of Jesus.  That strength is found in the daily reading of 
the Bible, regular prayer, and the use of helpful devotional material prepared by trusted 
followers of Jesus Christ.  By these resources our confidence in God, in Jesus Christ, 
and the available help of the Holy Spirit grows upon us. l
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Join us for an evening of Food, Fellowship, & Music on Wednesday, March 16th at Benvenuto Restaurant 
(1730 N. Federal Hwy in Boynton Beach).  This event begins at 5:30 p.m. with a social hour.  Then, at 6:30 
p.m., a sit down dinner, followed by an expanded musical program coordinated by Don Cannarozzi.

The cost of this fun-filled evening is just $35 per person and is underwritten by both the church and 
Benvenuto Restaurant.  Reservations are required and can be made by completing the form on our website 
(www.firstdelray.com) or by calling the church office (561-276-6338).  All monies are due on or before March 
16th.  Scholarships are available. l
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL DINNER

Our annual Congregational Meeting is on Sunday, March 6th, immediately following the 
11 a.m. worship service.   l

Palm Sunday WorShiP ServiceS

in the Sanctuary
Sunday, April 10th
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

This is the Delray Affair weekend 
so watch for detours to come to church.

maundy thurSday WorShiP Service

in the Sanctuary
Thursday, April 14th

7 p.m.

eaSter Sunday WorShiP ServiceS

in the Sanctuary
Sunday, April 17th

7 a.m. & 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
  

lll

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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THE SEASON OF LENT

The children invite all adults to join them on the journey through Lent to Easter morning.  Lent is that time 
that the Christian Church concentrates on the journey to the cross for Jesus and for ourselves.

During the six weeks of Lent, the children will explore different ways to practice spiritual disciplines and 
nurture a closer relationship to God.  These practices can sound very imposing, but the goal of Sunday School is 
to make them applicable to our children.  We will be talking about fasting, praying, listening to God, simplicity 
of lifestyle, and unplugging.  In the process of making these practices reachable for children, we hope that 
perhaps they will also become more real for the entire church. 

Each Sunday, there will be a short invitation to a specific practice in the bulletin with an explanation for 
what the children will be doing.  The church will be invited to join the children that week with one small thing 
that can be done to strengthen our relationship with God.

EASTER EGG EGGSTRAVAGANZA

The annual Easter Egg Eggstravaganza will be on Sunday, April 10th following the 11 a.m. service.  Put 
this on your calendar now!!  You are invited to join the fun.  Please watch the bulletins and website for more 
information as the time approaches.

  
EASTER SUNDAY

On Easter Sunday, April 17th there will be no Sunday School or Bible Bunch.  Nursery care will be 
provided.  A special activity book based on the Friends with God Story Bible will be available for children.  l

by Grace Cameron Hood
Director of Children and 
Family Ministry 
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chooo chooo!!  VBS is rolling in on the tracks for June 13th to 17th!!  Put these 

dates on your calendars and let’s start praying for God to make this the best VBS ever!  Also, please 

begin to consider what you can do to help make the train go!!   l

VBS NEWS!

FAMILY DEVOTIONALS

We all know how important it is for families 
to spend time with God.  I have been asked many 
times for resources to help families with daily 
devotions.  This sweet resource, Nightlight, offers 
3-minute devotions for children.  If you would 
like a copy, please let me know by emailing 
gracehood@firstdelray.com.  I will be making 
them available at the church.
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On Wednesday, January 26th, First Presbyterian held our initial “First 
Impact” Zoom gathering.  Our guest speaker was Kerry Filippone, Community 
Impact Partner from Achievement Centers for Children & Families.  It was 
exciting to hear of our long history of partnership with this community service 
organization and families in our community.  In 1969 our church donated a 
classroom, supplies, and volunteers to help start the program.  At that time, 
20 children were served here in our church facility.  Today, 53 years later, 
almost 800 children are served at 3 locations.  Children from toddlers through 
prekindergarten are served through the Early Learning Program.  After-school 
programs for students are offered at two local schools and programs for middle 
and high school students are offered on weekends.  During the summer, camps 
are offered for a variety of ages.  Many services have been developed to help 
support families during times of crisis.

Our congregation continues to partner with this vital community organization.  Covid has impacted the 
center’s families, children, and staff.  This year, the Mission Outreach Ministry Team would like to invite you 
to participate in a pajama and book drive through Pajama Program, specifically for the children in the Early 
Learning Program at Achievement Centers.  Providing a new pair of pajamas and books to the children will 
continue to support them during this difficult time.  Pajama Program seeks to provide hope for the future by 
helping children and families develop healthy bedtime routines.  Achievement Centers works to provide access 
to affordable toddler, preschool, afterschool, and summer programs, which sets a foundation for academic, 
financial, and future life success for the children and families they serve.

First Presbyterian seeks to be the hands and feet of Christ.  Knowing Jesus and following him in partnership 
with others in our community is a joy!  In response to the question, “What is the first commandment?” Jesus 
answered that the first commandment is to love the Lord God, and “The second is this: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.”  (Mark 12:31)

During the month of March, we are collecting pajamas and age-appropriate books for toddlers and preschool 
children.  Our goal is to collect 150 pairs of pajamas and 150 books, one for each child in the Early Learning 
Program at the Achievement Centers for Children & Families.  Please join us in our effort to offer hope and a 
comforting bedtime routine to our young neighbors in income constrained families.  

NEEDED: 
●	 Pajamas in Sizes 12 months to Size 5
●	 Books for children ages 1-5

Thank you for continuing our legacy as partners with Achievement Centers as, “local people helping to 
solve local problems.”  l

by Ann Gill
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ETERNAL LIVES

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation 
are extended to the families of the following 
members upon the death of their loved ones: 

Suzanne Morris – December 27, 2021

Robert Landis – December 30, 2021

Donal Rusk – February 1, 2022

June Parrish – February 10, 2022

John (Jack) Caldwell – February 19, 2022

NEW MEMBERS

Phyllis Addison
Gail Carpenter
Olena Donska

Oleksandr Donskyi
Stephen Long

Rosemary Richards
Tom Richards

Dianne Somerset
Richard Somerset

WELCOME!

Food for the Needy from David Lewis.

Music Fund from Spencer and Ellen Everett, in 
loving memory of Dan Gimbel; and from Lou Ann 
Jones.

Operating Fund from God’s Grace Charitable 
Fund, in loving memory of Thomas Purdo.

Remembrance Fund from Martha Walker, in 
loving memory of Forrest and Frances Lattner.  l

GIFTS TO

OUR CHURCH

SESSION REPORT

During the months of December and January, 

the Session approved returning the Bibles and 

Hymnals to the pew racks.  They also approved 

new members and a baptism.  The Session 

approved the 2021 Christmas Eve Offering to be 

designated to AVDA (Aid to Victims of Domestic 

Abuse).  Just before Christmas Eve, due to the 

surge in Covid-19 cases caused by the Omicron 

variant, all persons attending church events were 

requested to wear masks regardless of vaccination 

status.  l
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 The Calder Family
Meet the Calder family: Kristin, Glen, Harrison (18), Caroline (14), and Stirling (10, as of March 12th). 

The Calder family joined the church when Harrison was born and he is now a senior in high school.  All three of the children 
are growing up in First Presbyterian Church.  They loved singing in the music program with Mr. Poch, whether with the Children’s 
Choir on Palm Sunday or a solo or duet at Hanging of the Greens.  Harrison was also proud to be one of the Westminster Bell Ringers.  
When they were younger, they loved watching Aaron ring the church bell and liked attending VBS; as they became old enough, they
also volunteered.  The children love learning the stories of Jesus and from the Bible in Sunday School with Grace, and before that 
with Ida and Alice.  They also enjoy being part of the service, whether it be helping deliver the sermon on Youth Sunday, reading a 
scripture aloud to the congregation, or lighting the Advent Wreath candles and telling the Christmas story.  One of Harrison’s favorite 
times with the church was the mission trip they did in Chicago a few years ago.  The Calders are hopeful that our youth will be able 
to do this again, and will also have many more Youth Group opportunities. 

Kristin shared, “We love Dr. Hood’s Sunday sermons and stories which guide us and inspire us each week.  We also love 
witnessing and being a part of the ministry of the church.  It is also special to have my Mom, DeDe, attend worship with us at First 
Presbyterian.  She also participates in one of the church book clubs and is a great support for our family.” 

The Calder family is busy with three children pursuing their interests.  Harrison broadcasts many Saint Andrew’s School 
sporting events and is planning to study Sports Media and Communications in college.  He is the Commissioner of a basketball league 
he created and presides over as the videographer and broadcaster, and shares game highlights on his YouTube channel.  He has a 
gift for connecting people; through the league, he is able to bring together guys from all time periods of his life.  Even Rev. Greg 
Rapier plays on one of the teams!  Harrison plays on the Varsity baseball team at school and enjoys many other sports in his free time, 
including golf, recreational soccer, and basketball. 

Caroline is in eighth grade at Gulf Stream School.  She is interested in visual and performing arts and enjoys drawing, painting, 
and creating.  She also likes to sing and has performed with the Young Singers, the Palm Beach Opera, and the Palm Beach Symphony.  
Caroline enjoys seeing Broadway shows whether in New York or at the Kravis Center.  She spends her free time reading, writing 
stories, watching her favorite TV shows, and studying sign language.  She plays on her school’s volleyball, basketball, and soccer 
teams.  She is passionate about animals, including the family Shih-Tzu named Chewbacca (“Chewie”).  She has a strong caregiving
aptitude and loves taking care of babies and children.  She took Red Cross child care classes to become a certified babysitter and is 
happy to have the opportunity to work in the Church nursery on Sunday mornings. 

Stirling is in fourth grade at Gulf Stream School and his favorite subjects are reading and math.  He plays soccer, flag football, 
four square, and card games like UNO.  He loves to play board games with the family like CLUE, LIFE, and A Little Wordy, a tile-
based word-unscrambling game.  He spends free time with his friends going to the ocean and the park, and he also likes to connect 
with them online to play video games together.  Stirling has terrific comedic timing, and learns a lot from watching his older siblings 
and from the lessons in Sunday School.

Kristin is originally from West Virginia where she grew up in a church that she says is reminiscent of First Presbyterian.  She 
sang in the children’s choir, participated in youth group, and attended mission trips around the country.  She has been a leader in 
the South Florida nonprofit community for more than 25 years and is the CEO of the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County, a 
nonprofit organization working with adults, children, and families to help them improve their literacy skills and job employability.  
Kristin is passionate about this work and enjoys seeing Coalition colleagues and Coalition-trained reading tutor volunteers who are 
also members of First Presbyterian.

Glen is a native Floridian and has been involved in the media for more than three decades.  He is President of Summit Public 
Relations in Boca Raton.  He represents clients from large home builders to businesses and restaurants to help tell their stories, 
represent their brands, and generate publicity for them.  He is an avid golfer and sports enthusiast and, along with Kristin, is usually 
on the sidelines for one of the children’s games or performances.

The Calder family is grateful to be a part of the First Presbyterian congregation and they look forward to meeting or catching 
up with you one Sunday soon.   l

FIRST FAMILIES FUN FACTS

by Grace Cameron Hood
Director of Children and 
Family Ministry 
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The Children’s Choir 
on a Palm Sunday.

The Calder family at the beautiful outdoor 
Hanging of the Greens during Covid.

Harrison and Rev. Greg at 
the Hanging of the Greens 

by the Crismon Tree.

Stirling and Ms. Ida share 
a Bible Bunch lesson.

Caroline and Grace in a 
Sunday School activity.

The Calder children 
and their grandmother, 
DeDe Butcher, before 
boarding the trolley to 
go Christmas caroling 

with the church.

Harrison and Caroline, serving 
as acolytes with Dr. Hood.

The Calder family when the 
children performed in a church 

musical about the Grinch.
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JUST WHAT IS HOLLY HOUSE?

I have often heard that question posed.  I  asked it myself when I was initially visiting and looking for a 
church.  One Sunday, a woman who sat next to me suggested that if I wanted to meet people, I should go to 
Holly House.  So I did.

I saw women knitting and crocheting, sewing, doing needlepoint, and making jewelry and assorted 
crafts.  What impressed me most were the relationships I saw.  The women were obviously good friends 
and that was just what I needed.  I am an introvert and had moved by myself to South Florida without 
knowing a single person.  

I joined Holly House and decided to make the jewelry department my home.  I loved, and still love, making 
jewelry, but even more than that, I look forward to seeing the women who are there.  

If asked now “What is Holly House?” I would answer that it is first a community and secondly a place to 
use your creative gifts and have fun.  During the pandemic, especially for those of us who live alone, those 
times spent together helped to lift us out of the depression brought on by isolation.  Knowing that twice a week 
I could go and spend time with others brought me much happiness.

Holly House is a place of laughter, friendship, sharing, and caring.  We pray for one another.  We grieve 
with one another.  We welcome those who come to shop, to craft, to write cards to the military, who just need 
to talk.  Several new members of the church have recently joined Holly House.  One shopper, who came to the 
Christmas Bazaar, needed a place of welcome.  Her husband had Covid and as a result developed Guillain-Barré 
syndrome which left him paralyzed from the neck down.  She had been caring for him and had felt isolated.  
She asked if she could come back and work in jewelry.  We said, “Of course.”  She has continued to come, and 
worked tirelessly preparing for the Step-Above Rummage Sale.  She is happy to be a part of the  community.

There’s a song, which I know you will recognize, that goes like this:

Making your way in the world today
Takes everything you’ve got

Taking a break from all your worries
Sure would help a lot.

Wouldn’t you like to get away?

Sometimes you want to go
Where everybody knows your name
And they’re always glad you came!

(everybody sing! ☺)

That’s Holly House.  Come join us!  Holly House activities resume in mid-March on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  l

Holly House is a ministry of First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach.

by Penny Johnson
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John 10:7-17

Listen for God’s Word:
“‘I am the good shepherd.  I know my own sheep and they know me,

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.  I give up my life for the sheep.’”
John 10:14, 15 (Common English Bible)

The following is from Confronting Life’s Challenges: Sermons on the Struggles We Face
which features sermons by Doug Hood, Greg Rapier, and John “Skip” Randolph.

ARE YOU CAUGHT IN DESPAIR?

There are people who 
cling very tightly 
to the past.  They 
are unable to let 

go.  They hold on beyond 
anything that is reasonable.  
Consequently, they are unable 
to live fully in the present.  
The result is despair: despair 
for what is lost.

Then there are others 
who teach us another path.  
An old man is lying in his 
bed.  He is surrounded by 
his wife, daughter, and 
four grandchildren.  His 
breath comes slowly now.  
When silence stretches to 
an unbearable length, the 
youngest granddaughter 
throws herself on the bed and 
cries, “Oh, grandpa, grandpa, 

don’t leave us.”  The man 
slowly moves his hand to take 
hers and says lovingly, “Let 
me go.  It’s peaceful there.”

A great tragedy of life is 
that there are some who never 
hear the great message of the 
Old and New Testament, the 
news that we have a God who 
is a shepherd who covers us 

with grace and gently leads us 
into God’s future for us.  That 
is the message the Church 
has for a frightened world: a 
world that clings too tightly 
to the past.  God extends the 
shepherd’s hand to lead us 
into a future that is bright 
with God’s promises.  What 
is required is that we learn 
to recognize the hand of the 

by Dr. Doug Hood

Senior Pastor
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shepherd and to trust it.  God 
is a shepherd who, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, has 
walked before us, knows the 
future, and will accompany us 
on the journey.  More, Jesus 
is the great shepherd who has 
personally experienced loss, 
and brokenness, and fear, and 
yet, found his way forward.

This is the message the 
Church has to share with the 
world: a message of hope.  It is 
not a message of optimism.  It 
is not a message that life will 
be free of disappointments, 
failures, and brokenness.  It is 
a message of hope.

What is the difference?  
Look at our Bible lesson 
carefully.  Jesus self-identifies 
as a shepherd.  When sheep 
become lost or injured, a 
shepherd cares for them and 
shows them the way forward.  
Despair is the inability to move 
forward.  The shepherd moves 
us forward.  We don’t have to 
stay stuck; we don’t have to be 
a prisoner of the past.

Winston Churchill said 
that if the present quarrels 
with the past there can be no 
future.  That is to say that we 
cannot move forward until 

we let go of the past.  Some 
churches have difficulty 
understanding this.  Just this 
week, I spoke with a national 
church consultant who said 
he was working with a church 
in a large city.  The church 
has a rich and proud past but 
is seeking help with moving 
forward.  As he began work 
with them as a consultant, he 
tasked them with developing 
a campaign slogan.  What 
they came back with was, 
“Preserving Our Past.”  The 
consultant predicts that they 
have less than five years of 
ministry remaining.  Yet, this 
consultant is also working 
with another congregation 
that has an equally rich past 
and tradition.  They too were 
tasked with thinking deeply 
about a campaign slogan for 
their long-range strategic 
initiative.  They came back to 
the consultant with one word, 
“NEXT.”  That is a church that 
has every promise of a vital, 
dynamic ministry for years to 
come.  Winston Churchill is 
correct.  If the present quarrels 
with the past, there can be no 
future.

Perhaps you are familiar 
with the Roman god, Janus, 
from which the month of 
January is named.  Janus has 
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two faces; one face looks back 
to the year that has passed 
with despair and sorrow.  The 
second face looks forward into 
the new year with hope and 
anticipation.  The shepherd, 
Jesus Christ, changes our 
face from despair to hope 
and anticipation.  Despair is 
refusing to let go of the past: 
past hopes, past dreams, and 
past relationships.  The dying 
grandfather understood that 
peace was in moving forward.

In my second year of 
theological studies, I was 
given a most remarkable 
opportunity, though I did not 
immediately understand it as 
such.  I was asked by the Dean 
of Students to move out of my 
dorm room and into the home 
of a retired professor who had 

never married.  Dr. Ludwig 
Dewitz had been professor of 
Old Testament and Hebrew 
Language for many years 
at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, 
Georgia.  He was a man 
deeply admired by the faculty 
and administration of the 
seminary.  Yet his reputation 
among students was somewhat 
different.  Legendary were 
stories of Dr. Dewitz becoming 
exasperated at unprepared 
students and throwing a piece 
of chalk at them.  His aim was 
remarkably accurate.  There 
seemed to be an unusual calm 
that came over the campus at 
his retirement.

Dr. Dewitz had now 
suffered a stroke and lost the 
use of his right hand and arm.  

Doctors advised the seminary 
administration, the only family 
Dr. Dewitz had, that someone 
would be required to move 
in with him for the first four 
months of his rehabilitative 
care.  The faculty nominated 
me.  Knowing only the legend 
of the man, I declined.  I 
am ashamed to say that my 
“no” became a “yes” when I 
was further told that I would 
receive a stipend of $100 
per week and the removal of 
all room and board charges 
from my graduate bill.  The 
relationship I developed with 
Dr. Dewitz became one of the 
most meaningful of my life.

He introduced me to 
the opera and Masterpiece 
Theater; concerned that I was 
not sufficiently appreciative of 
the arts.  He cultivated a deep 
love for the Old Testament 
that I did not previously have.  
More, he showed me what it 
meant to trust the hand of the 
shepherd, Jesus Christ.

Early after I had moved in, 
I asked Dr. Dewitz, “What’s it 
like?  What’s it like to lose the 
use of a hand and arm?”  His 
answer taught me much, “You 
speak as if I am stuck.  I am 
not stuck.  I simply have a 
difficulty to overcome.”  He 
proceeded to tell me that his 
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car was now in the garage being 
specially equipped for one-
hand drivers.  He pointed to the 
piano bench where he had just 
received in the mail music for 
one-hand piano.  Dr. Dewitz 
had no time to lament what is 
now lost; what he once had but 
was now in the past.  Dr. Dewitz 
was not stuck.  With the help of 
his shepherd, Jesus Christ, he 
was moving forward.  Despair 
believes that you are stuck.  The 
good shepherd comes to move 
us forward.

Some years ago, the 
wonderful preacher John 

Claypool shared with me 
this story.  One clear day an 
Italian peasant met a Roman 
Catholic monk who had come 
down a mountain; down from 
a monastery atop the mountain.  
The peasant asked the monk 
what the men of God who lived 
in the monastery did day after 
day.  “What do us men of God 
do up there on the mountain top 
day after day?  I’ll tell you what 
we do.  We fall down, skin our 
knees and then we get back up.  
We fall down, skin our knees 
and then we get back up.  We 
all belong to the Society of 
Skinned Knees.  But, we know 

that when we fall, the hand of 
the shepherd is there to grasp us 
and place us back on our feet 
and move us forward.  You must 
learn to recognize the hand of 
the shepherd.  Then, you must 
trust it.  It is the hand that leads 
from despair to God’s future for 
each of us.”  
Amen.  l
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PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM

The Gift of Prayer

	 Prayer is an invitation from a loving God who longs for his children to know him and to walk with 
him.  The Prayer Team links hearts and hands to confidently enter the throne room where God’s mercy and 
grace are waiting to be dispensed.  You can bring your requests on behalf of family and friends to our loving 
Father.  This includes concerns, thanksgiving, and praise.

There is a purpose in prayer - God’s presence can be felt, and you have the opportunity for personal 
growth in the word and in life.  Prayer on behalf of others is not just a loving gesture, it touches the heart 
of God and shows the world we care.  

“Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what 

God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature.” 

Romans 12:2 (Common English Bible)

“We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. 
Who hopes for what they already see? 

But if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience. 
In the same way, the Spirit comes to help our weakness. 

We don’t know what we should pray, but the Spirit himself pleads our case with unexpressed groans. 
The one who searches hearts knows how the Spirit thinks, 

because he pleads for the saints, consistent with God’s will.”

Romans 8:24-27 (Common English Bible)

	 Prayer requests come through the church office and are then distributed to team members.  Each request 
is carefully and thoughtfully lifted up in prayer with respect and confidentiality.  Please call Nancy Fine in 
the church office (561-276-6338) for more information or if you are interested in joining.  l

by Maryann Rana
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MEET OUR ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

We are pleased to announce that we have hired Birgit Fioravante 

as our Associate Director of Music.  Birgit comes from generations of 

church organists and musicians and completed her undergraduate music 

studies at the University of Akron in Ohio, where she grew up.  She 

continued her studies at Florida Atlantic University, graduating with a 

Master’s degree in Music.  Though Birgit took her first church soloist 

position at the age of 19, First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach

is the first church Birgit felt led to join.  “The strength, warmth, and 

honesty from the people and the pulpit are what makes me feel at home,” 

comments Birgit.  A feature article of Birgit’s family, career, and strong 

leadership was featured in the December 2020 edition of The Spire: Your 

Church Magazine.  

We welcome Birgit to the staff and ministry of our church!   l

CHRISTMAS EVE 2021 OFFERING

THANK YOU!

by Jeanne Heavilin

Thanks to your generosity and love of your fellow neighbor, AVDA (Aid to Victims of Domestic 
Abuse) in Delray has received a gift of $13,000 from our 2021 Christmas Eve offering. 

AVDA provides a state-certified domestic violence center that offers services for all victims of 
domestic violence.  The agency works throughout the community to educate and engage people of all ages 
in their commitment to prevent violence.

AVDA President and CEO, Pam O’Brien, will be the guest speaker at our next First Impact meeting 
on Wednesday, March 23rd at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Please join us to learn more about AVDA and how 
your donations help support the critical work that AVDA does in our community.  Registration is required.  
Please register at the link on our website under “Upcoming Events” or contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@
firstdelray.com) to indicate your interest in attending.  You will be sent a link for the Zoom gathering.  l
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TICK, TICK . . . BOOM!
A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, New York University

In many ways, 2021 was the 
year of Lin-Manuel Miranda.  
Sitting comfortably on a throne 
of Tonys, Emmys, and Grammys, 
the Puerto Rican kid from Inwood 
turned his gaze from the Broadway 
stage to the silver screen.  Though 
he’d done piecemeal film 
work before—a cameo here, a 
soundtrack there—2021 saw the 
release of three films covered with 
his fingerprints.  The first, Jon M. 
Chu’s adaptation of Miranda’s 
breakthrough musical In the 
Heights, was a dazzling cross-
section of Nuyorican culture and 
his beloved Washington Heights 
community in northern Manhattan.  
The second was Disney’s Encanto, 
the story of a Colombian family 
blessed (and cursed) with strange 
powers who must reckon with 
generational trauma.  Sounds 
heavy, no?  In truth, Encanto is 
perhaps the best animated Disney 

movie since the late 90s, aided 
in no small part by Miranda’s 
breathless soundtrack.  Though 
he’d previously written the music 
to Disney’s Polynesian princess 
adventure Moana (2016), Encanto
saw Miranda also step into the role 
of story consultant.  Indeed, the 
film vibrates with his cherished 
themes of history’s weight, dreams 
deferred, and finding solace in 
community.

But it’s in his third film that 
we perhaps get the fullest picture 
of Miranda as both artist and 
human being.  An adaptation of 
Jonathan Larson’s musical Tick, 
Tick…Boom!, Miranda could not 
have found better material for his 
directorial debut.  Loosely based on 
Larson’s loosely autobiographical 
rock monologue, the film follows 
Larson (Andrew Garfield) as a 
struggling Manhattan songwriter 

trying to finish and put on his 
debut musical while fighting with 
self-doubt and frustration over his 
lack of artistic success.  In many 
ways Larson’s story parallels 
Miranda’s own: both were musical 
prodigies from New York, both 
came from minority backgrounds, 
both became protégés of legendary 
playwright Stephen Sondheim, 
and both produced unexpected hit 
musicals that shattered and rebuilt 
the modern musical in their own 
image—Larson’s Rent (1996) and 
Miranda’s Hamilton (2015).

The main difference between 
Larson and Miranda, however, was 
that Miranda lived to see his own 
success.  On the morning of Rent’s 
premiere performance Larson died 
of an undiagnosed heart condition.  
He was only 35.  Miranda’s film, 
therefore, feels haunted by a 
strange sense of survivor’s guilt.  

by Nathanael Hood

continued on page 18
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Larson was unquestionably a 
genius, but the film is almost over-
enthusiastic in its portrayal of him 
as a misunderstood wunderkind 
who could summon great songs out 
of thin air.  Miranda’s eagerness 
to fête his hero comes to a head 
in a sequence set in the real-life 
Moondance Diner where Larson 
once waited tables.  Originally a 
loving riff on mentor Sondheim’s 
Sunday in the Park with George, 
Miranda unmoors it from its 
original context, reworking it as 
a posthumous tribute to Larson 
crammed full of cameos from 
Broadway royalty like Bernadette 
Peters.  It was undoubtedly a 
sweet and sincere move, but 
it inadvertently backfires by 
making the song the film’s only 
unnecessary and inconsequential 
scene.

Or does it?  If Larson’s 
musical was originally about 
seizing the day in the face of 
fears of failure and wasting one’s 
life, Miranda’s adaptation seems 
to redirect it towards the central 
theme of Larson’s masterpiece 
Rent: the importance of love.  
Over the course of the film Larson 
alienates everyone close to him as 
he pursues his art.  He convinces 
himself that he’s too busy working 
on his musical to visit his friend 
and coworker Freddy (Ben Levi 

Ross) in the hospital as he struggles 
with AIDS.  He drifts away from 
his childhood friend Michael 
(Robin de Jesús), contemptuous 
of his “selling out” by abandoning 
his career as an actor for a cushy 
office job.  Finally, he emotionally 
neglects his girlfriend Susan 
(Alexandra Shipp) so badly that 
she breaks up with him and moves 
away from the city.

Thankfully Larson realizes 
what he’s done and reconciles 
with everyone as he prepares 
for the next stage in his career.  
But this hopeful denouement 
is short-lived.  The bittersweet 
postlude revealing Larson’s 
sudden death recontextualizes 
the entire musical as being not 
about artistic perseverance but the 
proper prioritizing of people and 
relationships over everything else.  
Once again, it all comes back to 
love—maybe the “Sunday” number 
was unnecessary, but it was an 
act of love, much like Miranda’s 
decision to direct the film in the 
first place.  Perhaps this version 
of Tick, Tick…Boom! wouldn’t 
have been complete without such 
a grand gesture.  It certainly sets 
it apart from other adaptations of 
stage musicals too terrified to veer 
from the source material to say or 
do anything original.  And therein 
lies the magic. l

continued from page 17
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

Covid and Teenage Mental Health Issues

Two years into the new normal of pandemic life, anxiety, depression, and stress have become chronic 
conditions for many.  Children are in their third year of disrupted schooling, and while the virus itself may 
affect them less, the stress and social upheaval are likely to have long lasting effects. 

This is particularly true for marginalized teens from low-resourced families.  Linked to these issues are 
problems with focus and motivation in school, reconnecting socially, loneliness and depression, and even 
suicidal thoughts.  Many teens are recovering from traumas experienced during the pandemic, including 
the loss of family members, the burden of growing up quickly to care for younger siblings or ill relatives, 
financial hardships involving food and housing insecurities, and more.

Recognizing that teens already going through physical and emotional changes are struggling to deal with 
the added effects of Covid, this year the Achievement Centers for Children & Families is looking to bring 
a series of speakers who are therapists and mental health professionals to their highly successful nine-week 
teen summer camp program.  These mental health professionals will meet with Achievement Center teens 
on Saturdays during the summer camp session to encourage discussions regarding their mental health and to 
offer tools and coping skills to better manage their stress.  These conversations will be enriched by educators, 
health professionals, mental health providers, child and family advocates, and mentors. 

This year, through One Great Hour of Sharing collected on Palm Sunday, April 10th, we are raising 
funds to support this program addition to the Achievement Center’s teen summer camp.  Our congregation 
has been very supportive of ACCF from day one, and many of our members volunteer there tirelessly.  We 
see the positive impact your support makes.  With the added stress on these children and their families, we 
hope you will open your hearts to help provide professional support within a fun and educational environment 
this summer for our local teens.  l

by Ann Heilakka
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FIRST IMPACT

We Did Not Know That . . .

● FPC Delray provided the first operating space for Achievement Centers for Children & Families (ACCF) 
in 1969.

● FPC Delray has supported ACCF every year since 1969.  During that time period, our Church has donated 
more than $200,000 in direct support to ACCF.

● ACCF currently serves more than 700 children and families per year.  Its many programs focus upon 
its stated mission as a community-based, family-focused organization dedicated to providing opportunities 
where under-resourced children may thrive in a positive environment.

● ACCF serves more than 240,000 meals to children and families per year.

     We learned all these facts presented by Kerry Filippone, ACCF Community Impact Manager, at the 
inaugural First Impact meeting that was held January 26, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  Twenty-one members 
of our First Presbyterian community joined the meeting.  Some of their comments follow:

“First Impact provides us with an up-close, personal look at these agencies (supported by our congregation) 
and the impact they make.  It’s heartwarming to know that First Pres is a small part of the success of these 
organizations.  I can’t wait for the second First Impact.”                                                     
—Jeanne Heavilin (Elder and Chair of the Mission Outreach Ministry Team)

“One of the main reasons I joined the church was their outreach programs.  We have really made a 
difference over the years not only here in Delray and Palm Beach County but as far away as Africa and the 
ripple effect keeps on going thanks to the love of Christ in the generous hearts of our congregation.”
—Kari Shipley (dedicated ACCF volunteer and Board member) 

“What an inspiration to hear how the church was contributing to the community during a period of time 
when it was not commonplace or perhaps not socially acceptable.  Great history and a clear path to continue 
moving forward.”                                                                                                                                          
—Diane Betsill (Fellowship Ministry Team member)

“What impressed me most about ACCF is how much it has grown since First Presbyterian gave the 
organization its seed money in 1969—and the pride I feel that we have been with them all the way.  As I 
make my pledge for 2022 and give each month, it makes a huge difference to know, in concrete terms, how 
our giving is making an IMPACT!”
—Mary Martinéz (Trustee and Clerk of Session)

by By Sid and Pat Breman

Fellowship Ministry Team Co-Chairs
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Please join us for future First Impact meetings to hear from…

Pam O’Brien, President and CEO
AVDA (Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse)

March 23, 2022, 7:30 p.m.

Donna Goray, Founder and Treasurer
Campo Alegre 

April 27, 2022, 7:30 p.m.

Registration is required for each meeting.  Please register at the link on our website under “Upcoming 
Events” or contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com) to indicate your interest in attending.  You will 
be sent a link for the Zoom gathering.  l

FIRST IMPACT PROGRAM SCHEDULE

MONDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

by Maria Graham

In March, the Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study is concluding our video study of The Rock, the 
Road, and the Rabbi, led by Kathie Lee Gifford and Messianic Rabbi Jason Sobel.  Kathie Lee leads us to 
places important in the life of Jesus.  Rabbi Sobel provides background on Jewish culture at the time of 
Jesus, and explains excerpts from the Old and New Testaments as they were written in ancient Hebrew and 
ancient Greek.

Our Lenten study “Arts and Faith: Lent 2022” begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, and continues 
through Easter, April 17th.  Each week we’ll provide a video commentary about a work of art inspired 
by the Sunday Scriptures.  Commentary is by Dr. Daniella Zsupan-Jerome, professor of liturgy at Loyola 
University New Orleans. 

Please join us.  We meet Monday mornings at 10 a.m. on Zoom.  Contact Maria Graham (mmg2352@
gmail.com) for a Zoom invitation.  l
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by Kathleen Baldwin

WALKS WITH THOUGHTS

To everything there is a 
season.  And a time to every 
purpose under heaven.  It’s 
wintertime in South Florida.  That 
short season of cool nights and perfect 
days.  Dining outside, acclimated 
Floridians hide their thermal 
underwear underneath sweatshirts and 
cotton sweaters.  Deciduous trees drop 
their foliage as palms continue to wave 
in the breeze.  And the woodstorks 
come to nest at Wakodahatchee.

If you haven’t been to the 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands on Jog 
Road in West Delray, winter and 
spring are the ideal times to view 
these magnificent, rare birds.  Today 
the leafless trees on the islands are 
filled with the sounds of these large 
white migratory birds.  Directly in 
front of me, several storks spread their 
wings, then jab each other with their 
dark beaks.  The resulting clatter rings 
throughout the area.  This aggressive, 
sexual posturing is common as pairs 
form during the January breeding 
season.  To my left, a male stork offers 
a large stick to a female.  Together, 
these two build a nest of sticks in 

preparation for their offspring.  Later, 
in spring, their gawky chicks will 
hatch and develop before the birds 
leave us for northern climes again.

Snap.  Snap.  I look up to find 
myself surrounded by photographers.  
Some, like me, use their smartphones.  
Others, sturdy canvas straps around 
their necks, carry large cumbersome 
cameras with gigantic zoom lenses.  I 
even spot a tripod or two.  

What is our fascination with 
these birds?  Is it their appearance?  
The contrast of large stark white 
bodies with dark beaks and black-
tipped underfeathers, the coral-tinged 
opalescence glimpsed when their 
wings are spread fully?  Is it their 
engaging antics as they battle and build 
their nests?  Or is it that, seeing them 
here, we get a sense that their seasons 
mimic the seasons of our own lives?  
We watch and share their anticipation 
as they prepare for the birth of their 
offspring, then share in their joy as the 
chicks emerge and learn to fly.  A time 
to be born…

The author of Ecclesiastes’ take 
on the ebb and flow of life doesn’t end 
there, however.  Verse 2 continues: …
and a time to die;  a time to plant, and 
a time to reap;  a time to kill, a time 
to heal;  a time to break down, and 
a time to build up.  A time to weep;  
and a time to laugh;  a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance…A time for every 
purpose under heaven.  In an early 
season of my life, I memorized these 
verses from Ecclesiastes courtesy of 
The Byrds and their hit song “Turn! 
Turn! Turn!”  Now, as I replay them in 
my head, I wonder about the seasons 
that lie ahead: what they have in store 
for me, and how I will handle them.  
Dr. Michael Brown suggested to us 
recently that life is what it is.  We 
can’t change it.  But we can control 
how we interpret it.  Perspective.  

I don’t doubt that there will be days 
of weeping and mourning ahead—just 
as there have been in the past.  Those 
days are part of God’s purpose.  I may 
not understand that purpose, but I am 
assured that God is beside me at those 
times.  I can get through them.  Maybe 
even help others do so, too.  Today, 
however, is a day of rebirth.  A time 
to laugh.  A time to dance.  A time to 
see my God reflected in all his glory 
as the woodstorks mate and build up 
their nests at Wakodahatchee. 

As you visit Wakodahatchee and 
the woodstorks, take the time to glory 
in the season.  Remember: God’s 
fingerprints are everywhere.  l
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The following is an excerpt from Without 
Wings, a piece I wrote as part of the 
memoir class for my doctorate program.

When I was in fourth grade, a man 
died on me, or maybe it was next to 
me.  I’m not sure.  We were at a Kings 
game in the cheap seats near the top, 
ten bucks a pop, about six rows below 
the really cheap seats, SRO, which 
we discovered once, and only once, 
meant Standing Row Only.  It was the 
third quarter and the Kings were up 
twenty, which was expected because 
back then Chris Webber was on the 
team, and his knees still functioned, 
and that meant the city had hope. 

At the time, Arco Arena held the 
record as the loudest stadium in the 
world.  I was there the game we broke 
the record and plenty other games too.  
The stadium was familiar to me; the 
other fans like found family.  I knew 
the locations of the team store and the 
raffle booth and the kiosk where fans 
could stuff the ballot boxes for the all-
star game, and I knew which snacks 
to buy and how to avoid the lines.

A man not much older than my 
parents climbed the stairs next to me, 
carrying a hot dog and soda.  The poor 
man must have been stuck in line at 
the start of the third when the Kings 
cracked the game wide open.  In my 
mind’s eye, I picture him wearing this 
terry cloth throwback Kings button-up, 
but that can’t be right because I owned 
that button-up, and I purchased it 

by Rev. Greg Rapier
Associate Pastor 

IN THE WORLD … 
CONNECTING CHURCH AND CULTURE

later.  The man said his seats were 
further up and asked if anyone was 
sitting next to me, and I told him 
no, the people in the aisle seats had 
snuck down to the lower level.  So, 
the man sat next to me and fell asleep.

It didn’t take long for his face 
to turn pale and his fingertips blue.  I 
turned to my mom, and she gestured to 
go ahead, so I gently tapped the man’s 
shoulder.  Nothing.  I tapped again, 
harder, and the man’s body rolled onto 
mine.  His arms were heavy and cold.  
His soda puddled beneath my feet.

Paramedics pronounced the man 
dead a few minutes later.  By the 
time his body was removed, the game 
was nearly tied, and there were just a 
few minutes left.  My mom and dad 
exchanged a glance above my head, 
where grown-ups lived, then my mom 
asked if I wanted to keep watching. 

“Let’s go home,” I said.

The next afternoon, mom picked 
me up early from daycare.  Usually, my 
mom would ask me about my day; today, 
she didn’t.  Maybe she forgot to ask.  
Maybe her forgetting was intentional.  
Instead, she started sputtering about 
her friend Jane from work.  Jane had 
called crying because her brother 
died yesterday.  At the Kings game.

By the time my mom finished 
talking, we were already home.  I 
remember how confused she looked 

when she came to.  She went around 
the back seat and opened the child-
locked doors, and she gave me a 
Kudos bar, my favorite snack, and 
still, she didn’t ask about my day.

Later that evening, maybe around 
dinner, maybe as she was tucking me 
into bed, my mom told me everything 
happens for a reason, and there’s no 
such thing as coincidence.  Deep down, 
she knew that sinking feeling in her gut 
was God’s providence in disguise.  The 
events were too ordered, too visceral, 
too strange to be anything else.

“What was the reason?” I asked.

I didn’t have to finish the question; 
mom knew what I meant.  She always 
knew.  She had this faith, or maybe 
she pretended to have this faith, that 
made sense out of even the darkest 
circumstances, and this faith protected 
her, and perhaps she thought this faith 
would protect me too.  Her faith was a 
blanket, the type given out by hospitals 
when a new baby’s born, warm and 
snug and only good for a couple 
washes.  So when I asked my mom why 
– why’d the man die, why him, why me 
– I trusted that she’d have an answer, 
just like she did with Nana, something 
comforting, miraculous even, then 
everything would go back to normal.

“I’m not sure,” Mom said.

And she prayed.  l
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