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 For Christians, Pentecost is a holiday on which we commemorate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the early followers of Jesus.  From historical 
and spiritual points of view, Pentecost is the day on which the church was 
started, and therefore considered the church’s birthday. 

 Five colors are used to differentiate liturgical seasons: Purple, White, 
Black, Red, and Green.   Red symbolizes the joy and power of the Holy Spirit 
and used on Pentecost, since the Spirit brings the church into existence and 
enlivens it. 

 Join us on Sunday, June 9th as we celebrate the church’s birthday.  The 
choir will wear red, and we encourage the congregation to wear red as well.  
During the service, people are invited to recite the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
closest to their hearts.
 

v v v 

You’re 
Invited!

 P lease join members of 
your First Presbyterian Church 
family as we celebrate the birth 
of the United States with our Pre-
Fourth of July Picnic.  We invite 
you to join us on June 30th after 
the worship service for food, 
fellowship, and fun in Fellowship 
Hall.  Hamburgers, hot dogs (and 
condiments), and beverages will be 
provided.  You are encouraged to 
bring your favorite picnic covered 
dish to share.  As we all know, 
when Presbyterians get together, 
there is always lots of delicious 
food!  So, don’t miss this great 
event.  Please sign up on the sheet 
provided at the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex, on our website, or call 
the church office (276-6338).  See 
you on June 30th!

v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Praying as Jesus Prayed

 “Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of his disciples 
said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’”

Luke 11:1 (Common English Bible)

 Some years ago I returned home from a business meeting in South 
Carolina.  After claiming my baggage at the Tampa International Airport 
I proceeded to my car, parked in the short-term parking garage.  I found 
a flat tire.  Only once in my life had I ever changed a flat tire.  That was 
before I was married.  That one time it took me nearly forty minutes.  I 
remember my father once telling me that I wasn’t worth much with my 
hands.  I never disappointed.  Exhausted from my trip and staring down 
at a flat tire, I made the decision to call my father-in-law who lived near 
the airport.  He giggled – he giggled at me often, wondering what kind of 
man his daughter married – and said he would be there in ten minutes.  In 
about the same amount of time it took him to arrive, my tire was changed 
and I was ready to go.  I thanked him, we hugged, and each of us said 
“I love you” to the other.  On my drive home I realized that it had been 
nearly a month since the last time I spoke with my father-in-law.
 
 Often, this is what our prayer life looks like.  Life is moving forward 
in a pleasant manner, we are happy, and our needs are few.  Conversation 
with God – in prayer – is virtually non-existent.  Suddenly, we look down 
at a flat tire, and a phone call is made to God.  For many, it completely 
escapes them that there is anything deficient in their practice of prayer.  
All that has been understood about prayer is that God is the great giver 
who shows up when we make the call.  Some of you reading this will 
recall the major home appliance manufacturer, Maytag, and their 
television commercials of the Maytag repairman sitting by the phone 
waiting for a call.  When our flat tire is not resolved quickly we question, 
“Where is God?”  Our confidence in the power of prayer wanes.  Perhaps 
even more tragic is that some may begin to question the very existence 
of God.
 
 Jesus’ practice of prayer astonished the disciples.  Such was their 
amazement at Jesus’ prayers that they asked him to teach them to pray.  
As far as we know from the Gospels, this is the only thing the disciples 
explicitly asked Jesus to teach them.  Notice that this fresh interest 
in prayer does not arise from the study of an apprentice manual for 
discipleship, or from a conversation with Jesus on the topic.  It followed 
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Jesus, The Ultimate Parent
by Steve Anderson

 In Dostoevsky’s The Brothers 
Karamazov there is a chapter called 
“The Grand Inquisitor.”  This is a 
story one brother is telling another.  
In it, Jesus comes to earth during the 
Spanish Inquisition in Seville.  The 
Cardinal Grand Inquisitor has just 
finished burning almost a hundred 
heretics in the town square.  Jesus 
comes, everyone recognizes him, 
they are drawn to him by an invisible 
force.  He heals a blind man and 
raises a child from the dead.  The 
Grand Inquisitor comes, sees the girl 
raised from the dead and orders his 
guards to take Jesus.  He is thrown 
into prison.  Later that night, the 
Grand Inquisitor comes to visit him.  
Jesus does not speak throughout the 
interview/interrogation.

 When he does not respond the 
Grand Inquisitor understands, because 
all has been said in the past.  He says, 
“Anything you proclaim anew will 
encroach upon the freedom of men’s 
faith, for it will come as a miracle, 
and the freedom of their faith was the 
dearest of all things to you….”

 It is obvious that the Grand 
Inquisitor’s view of mankind is 
that they are impotent, fickle, and 
rebellious.

 “Know, then, that now, precisely 
now, these people are more certain 
than ever before that they are 
completely free, and at the same time 
they themselves have brought us (the 
Catholic Church) their freedom and 
obediently laid it at our feet.”

 Regarding the first temptation, 
turning stones into bread, the Grand 
Inquisitor tells Jesus, “Feed them 
first, then ask virtue of them!…
Oh, never, never will they feed 
themselves without us!…they will 
lay their freedom at our feet and say 

to us: ‘Better that you enslave us, but 
feed us.’”  

 “…but you rejected the only 
absolute banner, which was offered to 
you to make all men bow down to you 
indisputably—the banner of earthly 
bread; and you rejected it in the name 
of freedom and heavenly bread.”

 In the second temptation, the 
Devil takes Jesus to the pinnacle of 
the Temple and asks him to throw 
himself down, as the angels would lift 
him up again.  The Grand Inquisitor’s 
comment on Jesus’ rejection of this 
temptation was, “There are three 
powers, only three powers on earth, 
capable of conquering and holding 
captive forever the conscience of 
these feeble rebels, for their own 
happiness—these powers are miracle, 
mystery, and authority.”

 “Oh, you knew that your deed 
would be preserved in books, would 
reach the depths of ages and the 
utmost limits of the earth, and you 
hoped that, following you, man, too, 
would remain with God, having no 
need of miracles.”

 “You did not come down (from 
the cross) because, again, you did 
not want to enslave man by a miracle 
and thirsted for faith that is free, not 
miraculous.  You thirsted for love that 
is free, and not for the servile raptures 
of a slave before a power that has left 
him permanently terrified.”

 In the third temptation, the Devil 
offers Jesus all the kingdoms on earth.  
The Grand Inquisitor questions, 
“Why did you reject that last gift?  
Had you accepted the third counsel 
of the mighty spirit, you would have 
furnished all that man seeks on earth, 
that is: someone to bow down to, 
someone to take over his conscience, 

and as a means for uniting everyone 
at last into a common, concordant, 
and incontestable anthill—for the 
need for universal union is the third 
and last torment of man.”

 At the end of the story, Jesus 
gets up, goes to the Grand Inquisitor, 
and kisses him.  The Grand Inquisitor 
opens the prison door and tells Jesus 
to go and not to bother them again.  

 This story and the story of the 
temptations have always bothered 
me.  Why didn’t Jesus take care of 
hunger, solve all the problems of 
mankind with a miracle, and take 
over the kingdoms and control the 
government so that justice prevailed?  
Why didn’t Jesus cure my mother of 
MS and stop my dad from drinking?  

 Then it dawned on me—Jesus 
was being the ultimate parent.  He 
wanted us to be like him.  

 If a parent were to do everything 
for their child, what would that 
child grow up to be?  If we want 
our children to be responsible, self-
reliant, contributing members of 
society, and intelligent, we give 
them chores and challenges so that 
they grow physically, intellectually, 
and spiritually.  And, like a child 
learning to walk, we  sometimes fall, 
hurt ourselves, and learn from our 
mistakes. 

Does Jesus give us the freedom to 
face the challenges of the world and, 
thereby, learn and grow?

Although my mother was sick, I 
learned how to take care of myself, 
cook, clean, and iron, which helped 
me survive when I had to work my 
way through college.  

READ: Matthew 4:1-11 and Matthew 11:28-29
The Temptations and “Learn from me.”
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by Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

REFUGE Youth Group

 May 19th marked the end of 

our programming for the 2018-

2019 school year, and what a 

year it’s been!  We’ve deepened 

our faith, learned about God, and 

had lots of laughs and fun along 

the way.  Let’s take a brief look 

back at the year…

 Together as a group, we 
named ourselves REFUGE.  The 
name encapsulates some of our 
core values – it’s an oasis from 
the stressful world around us, a 
welcoming place to relax with one 
another and learn about God.

Year In Review
 We participated in numerous 
service projects!  Highlights 
include preparing care packages for 
students in college, and dining and 
playing with families participating 
in the fantastic Family Promise 
program.  Next year, we hope to 
find an organization to commit to 
long-term as a youth group.

 We also did lots of activities 
outside the church.  We held youth 
group on the beach, we shared 
meals out, and we wreaked havoc 
all along Atlantic Avenue with our 
Video Scavenger Hunt.

 Our confirmation class 
worked hard this year, and four 

of our high-schoolers confirmed 
their faith in front of the church on 
Youth Sunday.

 Though things normally 
slow down a bit for us during the 
summer, we still have a few tricks 
left up our sleeve.  Later this 
month, a group of eleven youth 
and adults will travel to Chicago 
for a mission trip, serving and 
working alongside a wide variety 
of organizations in the city – no 
two days will be the same.  For a 
full mission trip recap, check your 
summer Spire!

v v v
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  During the month of April, the Session approved new 
members and approved the Mission Outreach Committee’s 
request to approve extending the Caring Kitchen lunch 
program on Thursdays through C.R.O.S. Ministries 
beyond the trial period, as well as the Committee’s request 
to explore a mission trip to Panama City, Florida, to help 
with Hurricane Michael repairs.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH APRIL
 
                                                           2018                      2019
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $242,369 $239,022

Other Operating Receipts 113,236 114,771

Investments Used 66,972 70,560

Operating Reserves 7,556 15,537
 
Funding Sources $430,133  $439,890
 
Operating Disbursements $430,133  $439,890

We Welcome to Our Membership

Michelle Figueras

Zachary McKeen

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 

congregation is extended 

to the family of the following member 

upon the death of their loved one:

– Jim Westby – 

April 28, 2019

Session Report  
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by Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

 Have you ever wondered how best to deepen your faith through the reading of Scripture?  It is an excellent question, and 
one with many answers.  However, one of the best and easiest ways to do so is to turn to our Presbyterian Daily Lectionary.  
Our two-year Daily Lectionary comes from the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship (Westminster/John Knox Press, 
1993) where it was adapted from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer.  This lectionary is intended for personal study 
and reflection, as well as daily prayer in individual or small group settings.  In a two-year period, this lectionary will enable 
each of you to read through the Old Testament once and the New Testament twice, moving sequentially and systematically 
through large sections of Scripture. 

 Two morning psalms and two evening psalms are provided for each day, so that the readings may be framed by prayer, 
using the words of the psalms. 

 I suggest that you give this a try, and if it is a good fit for you, then you have an easy way to read the very same 
Scripture that all of us will be reading together—not just members of First Presbyterian, but all PCUSA members worldwide.  
This is a wonderful way to deepen your faith, grow closer to our Lord, and grow closer to one another by being on the “same 
spiritual page”.

 As an example, on the day I wrote this Spire Article, the Daily readings were:

  Morning   Psalms 97 & 145
  First Reading   Daniel 4: 19-27
  Second Reading   1 John 3:19-4
  Gospel Reading   Luke 4: 14-30
  Evening   Psalms 124 & 115

 Best of all, you can be flexible in how you do your daily readings—choose to read all the lessons in one sitting, or 
distribute the readings throughout the day as a part of the practice of daily prayer (a common pattern is Old Testament in 
the morning, Epistle at noon, and Gospel in the evening).

 And, even better than that, First Presbyterian makes it super easy—just go to the Resources page on our website, and 
there you will find the Daily Devotions, every single day! 

 And on Sunday, when you meet and worship with other members of the church, you may smile and know that you 
have been following our Lord in the very same way.

Blessings and peace to you!

v v v

Deepen Your Faith through Scripture; Read from our Daily Lectionary
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 I was lucky enough to have 
a former astronaut as one of the 
fathers in my school.  He was on the 
pathology crew for the Challenger 
spaceship disaster.  When I was 
empathizing with him about this 
tragedy, he pointed out to me that 
it is these mistakes—these crashes, 
these disasters—that have taught 
us to make air travel so much safer 
than 50 years ago.  It is also all the 
auto accidents that have taught us to 
analyze these mistakes to change auto 
design and make automobile travel so 
much safer than 50 years ago.  

Continued from page 3

 Educators know that one of the 
best teaching methods is modeling.  
And what does Jesus tell us?  “Learn 
from me.”  He provides us with the 
model.

 Because Jesus provided us with 
freedom to learn and grow, think of 
the progress of mankind:

• Despite illnesses and plaques, 
think of the progress of medicine in 
the last century.
• Despite crashes and deaths, think 
of the progress of transportation in 
the last century. 

Jesus, The Ultimate Parent

• Despite famines and drought, 
think of the progress of farming and 
agriculture.
• Despite the challenges of 
geography, think of the progress of 
communication in the last 50 years.

 The Grand Inquisitor was wrong 
about mankind and the lessons we’ve 
learned.  By working together (love 
thy neighbor) have we not improved 
and grown?  If the answer is yes, then 
is that not that the same pride and 
love of a parent for their children? v

Holly House Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary and 90+ Birthdays

 There will be lots of reminiscing on June 11th when the Holly House ladies combine the 50th 
anniversary of Holly House with a 90+ birthday celebration for several 90+ year olds, including 
our own Marie Buss.  We took this opportunity to ask Marie to share her memories of how she 
found First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach and how she became involved with Holly House.  

 In August of 1992, Hurricane Andrew hit the southern coast of Florida.  John and 
Marie Buss’s  house was badly damaged, so they had to find another place to live.  Their 
son and his wife, who lived in Boca Raton, found a temporary apartment for them there.  
Although they visited several churches in the area, they just didn’t feel comfortable until 
they came to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach.  They knew right away that they 
had found their church home.   

 One Sunday, two women sitting in the pew behind John and Marie were talking about a group of women who did crafts 
and sewing.  Those women were Regie Moorcroft and Mary Ged, leaders of the group.  After the service, Marie turned and 
asked them if one had to be a member of the church to join the group.  They both replied a very emphatic “NO!”, and that 
is how she became involved with what is now known as Holly House.

 The group of women would meet in a room on the second floor of what used to be called the Christian Education 
Building.  As the group grew, they soon needed their own space.  They moved to the larger of the two houses on the north 
side of the building facing Bronson Ave.  After the Bazaar weekends held in Fellowship Hall, all salable items would be 
moved to the smaller building to continue sales until Christmas.  Since there was no heat, the ladies took turns working in 
the cold house.

 The building that they worked in had no name.  They all agreed that Holly House would be an appropriate name since 
they made things for Christmas. 

 The Holly House ladies raised a considerable amount of money from their Holiday and Rummage sales, and in 2013 
they began working with church leaders and the city to build the new beautiful and very useful building currently used. 

 Marie began by crocheting a stash of sweaters, hats, blankets, dolls, and more.  Dr. Bush, our former Senior Pastor, 
put her in touch with a Missionary Minister in Hungary.  She didn’t know who the recipients would be, but she knew there 
would be a need.  Marie continues crocheting and donating to charitable organizations along with crocheting items for the 
Holly House Holiday sale.  v



grandchildren.  Their son lives in Vail, 
Colorado and their daughter lives in 
Shaker Heights, Ohio.  

 

Dick and DoAnn became full-
time members this year so that they 
could become more fully engaged, 
and because they love the church.  
Previously, Dick was an Elder at La 
Jolla Presbyterian Church, where he 
also served on the Finance Committee.  
Dick is looking forward to his new 
duties as a Deacon here.

 Lori and Ray Hackenburg have 
been married for 34 years and have 
resided in South Florida for 8 years.  
Ray is an Underwriting Manager for 
Digital Risk in Boca Raton.  Lori is 
an 8th grade Language Arts teacher 
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Deacons’ Corner

 Welcome to the Deacons’ 
Corner.  This is a continuation of 
last month’s article introducing 
the new Deacons that were 
installed in March.  In order for 
you to learn more about them, 
we asked them several questions 
about 1) what motivated them 
to take on the role of Deacon at 
this point in their life, 2) what 
special gifts, experiences, or 
talents they bring to the role, 
and 3) one thing that most of us 
wouldn’t know about them that 
they would like to share.

 Dick Falk grew up in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and spent 
his college years in California at 
Stanford University.  His career 
took him to Wall Street in New 
York City, where he worked 
for 25 years for Paine Webber 
and then UBS (which bought 
Paine Webber), retiring in 2003.  
He then moved to Southern 
California. When Dick’s mother 
became ill a few years ago, Dick 
and his wife DoAnn moved to 
Delray Beach, where they now 
spend most of their time.  They 
have two children and four 

by Courtenay Szakats

at Wellington Landing Middle 
School.  They previously lived in 
Strongsville, Ohio, where they raised 
three daughters and were members of 
First Lutheran Church for 27 years.  
They are lucky to have two of their 
daughters (one married) living close 
to them in Florida, as well as their 5 
year old granddaughter Alexandra.  
Their other daughter resides in New 
York City.  They feel so fortunate 
to have become a part of First 
Presbyterian, which is so obviously 
filled with the love of God.  We are 
blessed to have this wonderful couple 
join our Deacon team!
   

v v v



Vacation Bible School 

 It is not too late to sign up for Vacation Bible School which is June 
10th to 14th, from 9 a.m. to noon.  We will be using Cokesbury’s To Mars 
and Beyond.  This year we will be concentrating on where God’s love will 
take us.  Spaces are filling up quickly so be sure to register now!  Go to 
firstdelray.com for the forms. v
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by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

Summer Spectacular Sunday School 
 Each Sunday during the summer, the children in elementary school will be exploring who God is with 
a different workshop during the Sunday School time.  Each Sunday will be a unique time of fun and faith 
led by different people in the church.  In June we look forward to a special Father’s Day craft led by the 
Holly House ladies.  There will be a church scavenger hunt and plenty of great Bible Activities as we all 
hear how God is with us.  Nursery and Bible Bunch will continue as normal.  We hope that this will make 
the summer a fun time for everyone in the church!

Continued from page 2

immediately after observing Jesus at prayer.  There was something about Jesus’ prayer life that was different 
from their own practice of prayer; something that evidenced a greater sense of intimacy with God, and something 
that gave release to more power.  As Harry Emerson Fosdick so clearly expressed it, Jesus went into prayer in 
one mood and came out in another.  Praying was not a form, but a force.i
 
Fortunately for the church today, the Gospels have captured many of Jesus’ prayers.  A close examination of 
those prayers reveals a surprise for many: absent is any hint of begging.  Jesus does not approach his heavenly 
father with pleas for his personal welfare, as though a disinterested God must be cajoled or convinced to offer 
a blessing.  What becomes startling clear is an affirmative tone to Jesus’ prayers.  Jesus turns his back on any 
doubt of God’s goodness, and stretches out his hand to appropriate the inexhaustible resources available to any 
one of us.  Such prayer retires for a moment from the swirling darkness that may surround us from time to time, 
and affirms that God is present and active in our life.  Such prayer, Fosdick affirms, “does not so much ask as 
take; it does not so much beg for living water as sink shafts into it and draw from it.”ii  That is praying as Jesus 
prayed. v
_________________________
i Harry Emerson Fosdick, “On Learning How to Pray”, Riverside Sermons (New York: Harper & Brothers, 
1958), 112.
ii Fosdick, 116.
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Tolkien

shrine in the middle of an ancient 
wood where two trees, one black, 
one white, twist around each other, 
their saps co-mingling to create a 
potion which drives all who drink 
it mad.  His eyes snap open and 
the story is done, but the spell cast 
upon Edith by their imaginary 
word remains.  They have created 
a place, a kingdom, out of thin air.

 Tolkien the film is likewise 
interested in the origins of stories, 
specifically that of Tolkien’s 
masterpiece, the Lord of the Rings 
series.  To said end, it dissects the 
man’s youth for all the bits and 
pieces that led to the writing of 
his fantasy opus, starting with his 
idyllic childhood in the pastoral 
English countryside, one cut short 
by his father’s unexpected death 
and his family’s displacement into 
heavily industrialized Birmingham 
in search of work.  One need not be 
an expert on symbolism to see the 
parallels between his countryside 
childhood and the idyllic, agrarian 
utopia of the Shire, or the fiery, 
soot-caked Birmingham of his 
youth and the barren, industrial 
hellscapes of Isengard and Mordor.  
Nor does one need be an expert 
on symbolism when Tolkien 

falls in with three precocious, 
fuzzy-headed friends at Oxford 
who take a vow of fellowship 
together as a semi-secret drinking 
club.  Nor when he’s followed 
by a loyal orderly named Sam 
(Craig Roberts) while trudging 
through the bloody sludge and 
mud of the trenches at the Battle 
of the Somme.  But just in case, 
the film reasons, why not make 
the connection between creator 
and creation explicit by having 
Tolkien have visions of dragons, 
knights, and wizened, shadowy 
horrors lurking across No Man’s 
Land?

  To this end, Tolkien is not a 
subtle film, nor is it a brisk one, 
sleepily wandering through every 
nook and cranny of his early 
life, plundering everything he 
saw, thought, or experienced as 
a young man as some inspiration 
for Lord of the Rings.  It’s 
only in the precious few scenes 
where Karukoski abandons his 
burdensome search for meaning 
and examines Tolkien as a writer 
enamored with words, with 
stories, with the woman he loves, 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 11

  There’s an inspired moment 
about halfway through Dome 
Karukoski’s Tolkien where a 
young J. R. R. Tolkien (Nicholas 
Hoult) takes his future wife Edith 
Bratt (Lily Collins) to tea in a 
lavish restaurant, one shellacked 
with the suffocating pomp of late 
Edwardian splendor.  Tolkien, 
an impoverished orphan, tries 
to make polite conversation 
with this, the woman he’s fallen 
helplessly in love with.  But to no 
avail; she’s disinterested in polite 
pleasantries, instead lobbing sugar 
cubes into the hats of nearby 
ladies and prodding him about 
his greatest, most embarrassing 
eccentricity—his love of creating 
fictional languages.  After sussing 
out what he considers the most 
beautiful English word— cellar 
door —she goads her nervous 
suitor into creating a story for 
this mystic sounding word.  For 
what good, Edith reasons, is a 
word without a meaning?  As 
she pokes and teases Tolkien, he 
slowly draws into himself, his 
eyes closing, his hands clasping in 
deep concentration.  And there, in 
a moment, he weaves a story about 
a magical place called Celador, a 
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that it springs to life, perfectly 
encapsulated in a later scene where 
his future philology professor 
poetically describes the whole 
history and culture of the ancient 
Anglo-Saxons by exploring the 
etymology of the word “oak.”  It’s 
here that the film snaps to life, 
even more than during the scenes 
which realistically depict the 
carnage and brutality of Tolkien’s 
combat experiences.

  Yet the film can’t escape 
the weight of its own tedium, 
weighed down by its romantic and 
Bildungsroman preoccupations, 
more Merchant Ivory melodrama 

Continued from page 10

than exploration of the healing 
powers of art and language 
in the wake of war and loss.  
Additionally, for a film so 
obsessed with the specific details 
of Tolkien’s life that bled onto 
the pages of his books, Karukoski 
ignores arguably the primary one: 
his devout Catholicism.  Though 
he denied using direct one-to-one 
religious allegories in his work, 
the impact of Tolkien’s faith on a 
story about renewal, redemption, 
dark versus light, and an unlikely 
savior are impossible to ignore.  
Yet ignore them Tolkien does, 
treating his faith as so much 
negligible background radiation 

in his life.  His churchgoing is 
presented as compulsory and 
brainless, his interactions with 
clergy combative and hostile.  
To ignore Tolkien’s Christianity 
would be like ignoring that of his 
good friend and fellow writer C. 
S. Lewis—you simply can’t make 
a responsible, complete portrait 
of the man or their work without 
it.  And yet still, here we have 
Tolkien.
 

v v v

One Great Hour of Sharing Update
by Marchele Courtney, Mission Outreach Co-Chair

Congratulations to YOU!

Our One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering on Palm Sunday for 
Hounds & Heroes collected 
$10,000 which will train two 
retired greyhounds as service 
dogs for Veterans who suffer from 
PTSD, traumatic brain injury, 
Parkinson’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis, or other mobility issues.  
The program is funded by private 
donations and fundraising events, 
and First Presbyterian Delray 
Beach’s OGHS offering will 
hugely impact the lives of disabled 
Veterans and their families.  

 Thank you to everyone who donated and making a difference!  
For more information about Hounds and Heroes, visit their website 
(www.awesomegreyhoundadoptions.org).

v v v
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team is taking a summer break.  However, prayer requests that come 
through our worship services or through the church office are still distributed by the church office 
to the prayer ministry team for individual prayer.

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.


