T he S pire

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
C H U R C H

O F

D E L R A Y

B E A C H

June 2017

The Community Church by the Sea

It’s Not Too Late,
There’s a Place for You!
June 12-16, 2017
9:00 to Noon
3 year olds to completed 5th grade

At VBS Hero Central, students will enjoy an interactive, energizing, Bible-based good

time as they discover their strength in God. They will become Heroes and explore how to serve
God and God’s mission for their lives.

After a high-energy opening assembly at Hero Central, the Heroes make their way to the

Bible Story Headquarters. Interactive Bible lessons reveal Hero Codes to equip your Heroes
for an active life with God. Your Heroes will discover a Hero Verse (Bible memory verse) that
will remain with them in their faith long after VBS.

T he students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of

activities: making their own art projects at Craft Headquarters, singing new songs at Music
Headquarters, exploring the wonders of creation at Science Headquarters, playing games at
Recreation Headquarters, and enjoying tasty treats at Snack Headquarters. Along the way, the
Heroes will hear about our mission project and as their respond to a call for action!
vvv
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From My Heart to Yours
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“You must have no other gods before me.”
Exodus 20:3 (Common English Bible)

Country artist, Keith Urban, recently spoke about the lyrics of his song, The

Fighter. As one of the three writers who collaborated in the writing of the single,
and performed by Keith Urban and Carrie Underwood, he said that it’s a song
about helping to heal and protect someone you love. Presumably, the emotional
pitch of the song is driven by his love for Nicole Kidman, his wife, who was
previously married and had to push through a broken relationship within the
scrutiny of the public. “I know he hurt you. Made you scared of love, too scared
to love.” Arguably, the highest expression of love for another is the intense resolve
to protect them from hurt, and to advance their healing from previous brokenness.
Once hurt, healing is a process that takes time, “And it’s gonna take just a little
time.”

Placed at the top of God’s Ten Commandments is this one: “You must

have no other gods before me.” Read through the lens of human understanding,
through the sinful and fallen nature of the human heart, this commandment seems
to emerge from a rather large and fragile ego. What is important is that a man or
woman, who indeed may be driven by self-importance, did not give it. God gave
the commandment. And God is not driven by infantile impulses that haunt and
distort the human heart. The God that emerges in the pages of scripture has one
longing, one intense desire – to love and protect us from hurt and brokenness.
God has a deep knowledge of all other gods that may attract us and seduce our
allegiance. That knowledge has shown, with certainty, that each one will promise
much and deliver little. Every other god that calls to us will fail us and put us
through pain. Keith Urban’s words could be God’s, “Let me be the one to heal all
the pain that he put you through.”

That great teacher of the faith, Martin Luther, once declared that whatever

the heart clings to and relies upon, that is properly your God. Unfortunately, men
and women have the fatal faculty for falling in love with the wrong god, for falling
in love with gods that are untrustworthy with our devotion. Initial pleasures may
Continued on page 5
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the
name of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

Journey Map for Spiritual Progress
– Using Heart & Soul Volume 2 –
“Spiritual formation is the great reversal: from being the subject who controls all other things to
being a person who is shaped by the presence, purpose and power of God in all things.”
(M. Robert Mulholland, Jr.)
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• Thoughtfully answer each of the
provacative questions.
• Pray the prayer provided.

e
pe

G

et

g
tin

te
Star

Oth

nit

om

vi

te

mu

In

• Identify one to three others to share
this process.
• Agree to meet weekly at a set
time for 90 minutes.
• Grab an additional copy of
• Each person takes a turn sharing
Heart & Soul Volume 2.
with the group their written
• Give to a neighbor, work
responses to each question.
associate, acquaintance and
Take one question at a time.
invite them to worship with you.

y

• Read the brief scripture provided.
• Read the meditation that follows scripture.
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A Word from Kernie Kostrub,
Associate for Pastoral Care
by Rev. Kernie Kostrub,
Associate for Pastoral Care

In the May issue of The Spire, I talked about pastoral care in the life of an individual/
family member. This month I want to discuss the next sphere of care which is that of our
Deacons. In our Book of Order it says, “The ministry of the deacon as set forth in Scripture
is one of compassion, witness and service….” The specific ordination question for a
Deacon is, “Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern and directing
the people’s help to the friendless and those in need and in your ministry will you try to
show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?” How do our Deacons fulfill their role doing
their pastoral care work?

The main way our Deacons do their ministry is by shepherding a flock, a group of
15-20 households. Every member has a Deacon. Do you know yours? If not, call the
church office to get the contact information for your Deacon.

So what do the Deacons do?

They pray for their flock and care for their flock in

various ways that might include phone calls, emails, cards, or even perhaps, a visit. In
addition, they usher at our Sunday worship services and other special services. They have
a scholarship program for our students. They are in charge of a Christmas gifts program
for our community.

Mary Martinéz, one of our Deacons, has been writing in the monthly newsletter, a
column entitled, “Deacons’ Corner.” In those articles, she tells you something about our
current Deacons and also about their work and ministry. So if you have a special need,
please call the church office and also contact your Deacon and let them know about it. They
are there to provide an important level of our pastoral care.
vvv
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As of May 16, 2017

We Welcome
to Our
Membership

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,303,052
Amount Received: $2,322,532

Sandra Champagne
Inta Eglite

From My Heart to Yours
Continued from page 5

Maria Graham
be received and enjoyed but eventually the relationship
always ends the same: we fall, we cry and are scared.
Keith Urban affirms to his love in the song, The
Fighter, that in those times, “When they’re tryna get to
you baby, I’ll be the fighter.” The scriptures promise no
less from our God who never ceases the pursuit of our
hearts.

Jennifer Vassi

Often our soul is on its knees. Broken and afraid,
we desperately want to believe that there is some love
that is higher than all other loves, a love that will hold
us and will never let go. “I wanna believe that you got
me baby,” cries the one who has been hurt in this song.
“I swear I do from now until the next life,” promises
Urban. The imagery of resurrection and eternal life
is caught here in the lyrics. Jesus of Nazareth has the
power to capture our wounded hearts, and our entire
trust, and be the God who has us, “until the next life.”
We claim this love when we finally let go of all other
gods and their empty promises. v
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

New Deacons Add Diversity and Share
Common Beliefs in Service
F irst

Presbyterian is
experiencing major growth in
its congregation, and with that,
we’re seeing some changes
in the Deacon profile. We
are welcoming some new
Deacons who still have very
active careers and we have
added several who come from
different countries and ethnic
backgrounds – all helping us
look to the future and bringing
new ideas, talents and energy!
Michaela and Mark
Logue are two of these
“new-generation” Deacons.
They have been attending
First Delray since May 2016.
What they love most about
the congregation is the music
ministry, which they say is
“inspiring as well as amazing.”
They noted that Doug and Grace
were extremely welcoming,
and their first few visits really
made them feel at home.
Michaela says she was led
to become a Deacon because
of the opportunity it offers for
service and contribution within

the church and the community.
She has been a Presbyterian all
her life and she says that giving
back is extremely important for
her spiritual walk with Jesus
Christ. Both Michaela and Mark
are already involved in working
with the Career Shepherds
Employment Ministry. They love
this opportunity to help others
have more fulfilling work lives.
For them, having a “flock” means
that they have the opportunity
to reach out to multiple families
within the congregation, sharing
God’s word with more people on
a more personal level.
Michaela has been a nutritionist
for over five years and has 17
years of experience as a life/
business coach. Her professional
experiences give her many insights
into caring for every aspect of
the mental and physical health of
God’s people. I know she will
apply her talents to healing and
growing the spirits and health of
her flock. In fact, Michaela has
a very personal connection to
the challenges of illness: she is
an autoimmune disease survivor.

Originally diagnosed with Multiple
Sclerosis in 2007, she is now in in
full remission through the grace
of God and holistic/integrative
medicine. She also revealed she
loves to sing Karaoke (take note
Talent Show organizers)!
I think Mark also brings many
talents to our team that are unique.
He is a “Peak Performance” coach,
motivational speaker, author, body
language expert, and entrepreneur.
And his expertise doesn’t stop
there: since emigrating to America
from Ireland, Mark has over
20 years’ experience as a real
estate Investor.
Ralph Harris rounds out
our list of newly added Deacons.
This is a special joy for me, since
he and his wife Barbara were in
my flock when first I became a
Deacon. The Harris’s moved to
Florida in the fall of 2012 from
the Northeast. They visited at
least five churches (Presbyterian
and Lutheran) until 2013, when
they found us on the internet.
Their first visit offered two happy
surprises: a woman, Rev. Garnett,
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

assisting with worship, and a
music program that “impressed
them to the utmost.” The first visit
convinced them, and they became
members that year.
Ralph became impressed with
the Deacon activities through the
Sunday bulletins and newsletters.
They were still “snow birds” when
Rev. Garnett first approached them
about serving as Deacons, but
once they decided to make Florida
their full-time home last October,
Ralph was eager to join us. He is
really looking forward to working
with our Scholarship Committee.
Ralph and Barbara’s blended
family consists of four children
– Barbara’s daughter and Ralph’s
three boys – and three of the four
live here in Florida. They have one
grandchild. Ralph tells me that his
current interests are his home,
his wife, and his piano. With
encouragement from his parents,
he studied piano from the age of
nine through his sophomore year
in college. His love is classical
music, and he was encouraged
by a concert by pianist Phillapa
Schuyler, a child prodigy of mixed
parentage, whom he was taken to

see when he was in grade school.
He recalls practicing an hour a
day through high school in hopes
of reaching her level. This is only
a part of what Ralph describes
as an upbringing that was “quite
interesting”: he was an only child,
and like Phillapa, his parents
came from two different ethnic
backgrounds. His father is black
and his mother is Cherokee. I
plan to take him up on his offer to
share more about his experiences
growing up in these two cultures.
We are so blessed to have
all of the new Deacons, and the
larger “family” of all the Deacons
who are serving now and who
have served in the past. I would
encourage everyone who has
not experienced this aspect of
Christian service to consider it.
This includes the high school (and
college age) youth that are part of
our congregation. We would love
to have this group represented on
our team as well, to add further to
our diversity!
vvv
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

Holly House has been busy getting ready for the November Bazaar. We have several new
projects almost completed for the fall. We are still looking for more ideas.

June is a great month to learn a new skill – in June we are featuring how to make a Christmas
skirt. Come join us on Tuesday, June 20th at 10 a.m. for a 30-40 minutes class to find out how
to make a beautiful tree skirt for the holidays. Let Cindy or Marilyn know if you plan to attend so
that we can prepare accordingly.

Join us, and bring your friends, to the Holly House any Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. Our meetings are informal, and open to new and old Presbyterian women and their
friends.

Holly House is always looking for any unwanted jewelry so when you come, please bring some
(The jewelry group cleans, sorts and prices the jewelry for the Bazaar).

Beautiful wreaths, mirrors and crosses are being made at Holly House using seashells. If you
have any unique seashells you no longer want, please donate them for the new project ideas this year.

For more information about Holly House, contact Cindy (374-8707) or Marilyn (274-0778).
They would be happy to help you. See you there.

NoTe: holly house will be oN vacaTioN The FirsT Two (2) weeks oF July.
vvv

Thank You!
Grace and Doug Hood would like to thank the congregation for the many notes and prayers of
support which they received after the death of Grace’s mom, Wilma Cameron. During this difficult
time, it was a blessing to know that they were surrounded by love and support. Thank you.
vvv
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Faith and Fun for Families
and Children
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Summer Spectacular Sunday School

E

ach Sunday during the summer, the children in elementary school will be exploring who God is with
a different workshop during the Sunday School time. Each Sunday will be a unique time of fun and faith led
by different people in the church. Nursery and Bible Bunch will continue as normal. We hope that this will
make the summer a fun time for everyone in the church!

S

cripture Readers are needed for the summer worship services. If your child or teen would be interested
in reading, please contact Grace Hood. v

Coming to the Church Office During
the Renovation
by Nancy Fine, Church Administrator

T

he church office is open during the week throughout the renovation project. Enter the church campus
through the Bronson Avenue gate, one block west of A1A on Atlantic Avenue. Park in the east parking lot and
enter the church Courtyard through the gate. Follow the signs to the church office by walking the north path
around the Memorial Garden and down the walkway to the north door of the church office. If you get lost, call
Nancy or Mindi and we will come out and find you. Thank you for your patience and understanding during
these exciting times. v
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QUEEN

OF

KATWE

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA,
New York University

In recent years, the topic of faith

in mainstream movies has received
considerable renovation. Much like
in the early days of the Hollywood
studio system, biblical stories are back
in the vogue, inspiring several highprofile blockbusters like Ridley Scott’s
EXODUS: GODS AND KINGS (2014),
Kevin Reynolds’ RISEN (2016), and
Darren Aronofsky’s bold, theologically
challenging NOAH (2014). Paramount
and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer poured
a gob smacking $100 million into a
2016 remake of BEN HUR, the story
of an enslaved Jewish nobleman turned
chariot racer whose life is changed
following an encounter with Jesus
Christ. And most recently Martin
Scorsese released SILENCE, an
adaptation of Shūsaku Endō’s novel
about two seventeenth century Roman
Catholic missionaries in Japan. Though
a box office flop, the film was heralded
as more than just one of Scorsese’s
greatest films—it was praised as one
of the most nuanced and meaningful
cinematic examinations of faith, doubt,
and belief in the history of the art form.

And yet if you pay close attention

to these films, you’ll notice that there’s

one aspect of the Christian faith that
Hollywood movies have shied away
from: faith communities of believers.
On the one hand, I sympathize with
Hollywood: it can be very difficult to
tell stories about faith communities
without turning said stories into
advertisements. But on the other, it
ignores one of the most vital elements
of the Christian faith.

So what a breath of fresh air

is QUEEN OF KATWE. Recently
released on Netflix streaming, the film
tells the true story of Phiona Mutesi,
a child chess prodigy from the slums
of Uganda who gained the prestigious
title of “Woman Candidate Master”
following her victories at World Chess
Olympiads. Though it follows the
traditional story beats for underdog
sports movies, it nonetheless brims
over with an infectious personality and
charm. But the film further separates
itself from the pack by not shying
away from the characters’ faith. The
characters in the film are almost all
practicing Christians. Phiona’s chess
teacher Robert Katende himself is
a Christian missionary--played by
Continued on page 11
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Session Report

real-life devout Christian David Oyelowo--who
experiences considerable angst about balancing
his call to ministry with the financial realities of
starting a family. (As the old joke goes: working
for the Lord might not pay well, but the retirement
plan is FANTASTIC.) Furthermore, the characters’
faith isn’t window-dressing: it directly influences
their actions and emotions. Consider the prominent
subplot involving one of Phiona’s sisters who
defiantly abandons her family to run away with
a flashy boy with a motorcycle and expensive
clothes. When she returns months later abandoned
and pregnant, her family welcomes the prodigal
daughter back. What we see here is a family who
doesn’t just believe in the Gospel, but also actively
lives it.

In addition to receiving new members and
approving baptisms during the month of April,
the Session:

1. Received information that the 2016 statistics
to the denomination were submitted in a
timely manner.

2. Received a thank you note from the Presbytery
of Tropical Florida for paying the 2017 Per
Capita in full.

One of the most remarkable things about

QUEEN OF KATWE is that it isn’t some niche
film made by some upstart faith-based production
company. The film was developed, produced, and
distributed by none other than Walt Disney Studios.
It was directed by Mira Nair, a prestigious director
and perennial film festival favorite. And the film
features several A-list stars such as Oyelowo and
Academy Award-winning actress Lupita Nyong’o.
Though exuberantly received by critics, the film
has yet to recoup its $15 million budget. To this
I can only say that if we want to see more
meaningful mainstream films about faith, you
could do worse than adding QUEEN OF KATWE
to your Netflix queue.

vvv

vvv

11

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

NonProfit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

West Palm Beach, FL
Permit #3064

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.

Prayer Ministry Team
Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry
of prayer.
The Prayer Ministry Team is taking a summer break. However, prayer requests that come
through our worship services or through the church office are still distributed by the church office
to the prayer ministry team for individual prayer.
Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and
welcome you to participate.

