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Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Business Administrator

 Mark your calendars and make your reservations for the Annual 
Congregational Dinner on Friday, January 24th at Benvenuto 
Restaurant in Boynton Beach.  Our featured speaker is Dr. Michael 
Brown.  He will be preaching during the worship services on Sunday, 
January 26th.

 The cost of dinner is $35 per person, and both First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach and Benvenuto are once again underwriting 
a portion of the event.  If you would like to contribute additional 
funds to help provide a scholarship to a deserving parishioner, we 
would gladly accept additional donations.

 You may make your reservation in the Narthex following the 
Sunday morning worship services, on the church website under 
Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office.  All monies are 
due to the church office on or before the day of the event. v

24Please note 

that there 

will be only 

ONE worship 

service at  

11 a.m. on 

Sunday, 

December 29th.

New Adult 
Bible Study

 R eading the  Bible 
Together is a new opportunity 
for adults beginning in January.  
John and Judy Haverkamp 
invite adults to join them each 
Sunday morning, between 
the two morning services 
of worship, for reading the 
Bible together.  Believing that 
lives change when immersed 
regularly in scripture, this time 
together has a simple format – 
reading the Bible together for 
40 minutes in a small group.  
The particulars: Conference 
Room, upstairs in the Center for 
Christian Studies, from 10:10 
a.m. to 10:50 a.m., beginning 
January 5th.

  
v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Love Me AnywAy
“While we were still weak, at the right moment, 

Christ died for ungodly people.”
Romans 5:6 (Common English Bible)

 Love Me Anyway is a tender piano ballad that contemplates the limits 
of love.  Written by pop music artist, Pink, with Nashville songwriters Allen 
Shamblin and Tom Douglas, the song captures the longing and hopefulness that 
the love between two people is not conditional – not vulnerable to behavior or 
circumstances that may threaten the fidelity of the relationship.  As the traditional 
marriage vow asks, “will you stick around in good times and bad?”  Country 
artist Chris Stapleton plays a supporting role to Pink’s lead vocals, with the 
song centered on the latter questioning her lover’s commitment in their romance.  
Poignantly, the lead voice questions if he could still love her even if she “broke 
his heart?”
 
 The ability of this song to pierce every heart is located in the refrain, “Could 
you love me anyway?”  It is the question of the ages.  A question that is common 
to every human heart.  Each heart longs to love and receive love.  The fear that 
love can be lost disrupts a sense of well-being, perhaps even crippling the ability 
to be fully human with all of our capacity for folly and blunders.  Insecurity in 
our love with another diminishes a life’s ability to flourish.  “Even if you see my 
scars.  Even if I break your heart.  If we’re a million miles apart.  Do you think 
you’d walk away?”  That is our fear.  If we are not careful, if we misstep, our love 
will walk away.
 
 This sounds a good deal like our relationship with God.  We try our hardest 
to make ourselves right with God.  We fear God’s disappointment with us.  
However, we are weak, says the apostle Paul.  We stumble, obedience fails, and 
we long to know if God could love us anyway.  For an answer, Paul points to the 
cross of Jesus Christ: “While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ died 
for ungodly people.”  This is God’s answer to our anxiety.  In good times and bad, 
God sticks around for us.  Moreover, when our lives break into a million pieces, 
God gathers each broken piece upon a cross and restores life for us.
 
 Pink and Chris Stapleton have provided a gift with their song Love Me 
Anyway.  Clearly and beautifully this songs articulates the restlessness of every 
human heart.  Anyone in the helping profession acknowledges that healing begins 
with naming our fear.  Our deepest fear is that love may be taken away from us – 
taken away if we mess up in life.  That is precisely the difficulty.  We are human.  
It is beyond our ability to live without an occasional blemish – a misspoken word, 
a hurtful act, to become lost in selfishness.  The song asks, “Could you pick up 
the pieces of me?  Could you?  Could you still love me?”  Here, in his letter to the 
Roman Church, Paul answers.  Look!  God’s answer hangs upon a cross.  With 
all of our ungodliness, God loves us anyway.  v
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Distinguished Preacher Series

 We are pleased to announce that Dr. Michael Brown 
has accepted our invitation to preach on Sunday, January 
26, 2020 as part of our Distinguished Preacher Series.
 
 Dr. Brown is the Pastor of the Blowing Rock 
Methodist Church in Blowing Rock, North Carolina.  
Prior to his ministry at Blowing Rock he was for ten years 
the Senior Minister of Marble Collegiate Church in New 
York City, the oldest Protestant church in North America.  
He is a recipient of both the Circuit Rider and the John 
L. Borchert Award for Christian Communications, served 
as preacher for The Protestant Hour radio program, 
is the author of six books and a contributing author to 
eleven others, was a consultant for the Broadway show 
Grace, and taught at The University of North Carolina-
Asheville, New Testament at High Point University, and 
Congregational Change at Wake Forest Divinity School. 

v v v

FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

 We have good news to share!  Pledges to our 2020 ministry budget are well underway, and for that 
we are grateful.  Our goal is to conclude this year’s pledge drive by the end of January.
 
 We are inviting you to join your church family and make a pledge to support our ministry and 
mission in 2020.  Please make every effort to return your 2020 financial commitment as soon as possible.  If 
you want to make a verbal pledge by telephone, call Christine Davis in the financial office (561-276-6338, 
ext. 16).  Please note that if you are currently using automated payments through your bank or credit card 
to make your pledge, we still need a completed estimate of giving card from you.
 
 Let us all be faithful to our calling as disciples of Christ and support the work of Christ’s Church.

v v v
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 As part of their Advent Alumni series, the Princeton 
Institute for Youth Ministry (IYM) interviewed Rev. 
Rapier. Their interview is published in part online. 
The full Q&A session can be found below. 
What is your current job? 

 I’m the Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian 
Church in Delray Beach, Florida.

What do you like best about youth ministry? 

 Is it a cop-out to say the kids? Because it’s definitely 
the kids.  If you pressed me for specificity, I’d say 
it’s the down-time, the little in-between moments, the 
times when everything you’ve planned fails horribly 
and you’re left with nothing to do but hang-out and be 
present.  That’s where relationships are built.

 I think the best ministry looks and feels as if it’s 
happened completely by accident.  Like one day you 
look up and realize, ‘wow, Priscilla really gets it’ or 
‘so I guess Tommy and I are lifelong friends now.’  It 
feels that organic.  But the truth is it’s all calculated – 
you make gradual investments each day, so every kid 
feels comfortable and cared for, not only by you, but 
by someone bigger than you.

When did you first feel called to youth ministry?

 In college. My first calling is to ministry; I just 
relate better to youth.

What do hope, peace, love, and joy each mean to you?

 In the changing waters of youth ministry (and of 
the church in general), hope, peace, love, and joy are 
pretty good barometers for success.  I think a lot about 
what success means in this line of work.  Does success 
mean a growing youth group?  Does it mean fancy 
programming and a state-of-the-art youth room?  Does 
it mean baptisms and confirmations?

 How about this instead: Do I feel hopeful about my 
work?  Do I feel at peace with what I’ve done?  Do I 
love my job and the kids in it, and do I feel joy when 
I’m with them? 

A Word from Reverend Greg 
By Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

 And the same questions for the youth: Do the 
kids experience this church as a place of peace and 
hope?  Do they love God, and, to a lesser extent, 
do they love what our church has to offer?  Do they 
experience joy when we’re together?

What does Advent have to do with youth ministry?

 Advent’s about waiting, right?  Youth have a lot 
to say about waiting.  Not only are they generally 
bad at it (instant-gratification culture and whatnot), 
but also they’ve spent their whole lives waiting, 
being told life really doesn’t begin until they 
get to high school, or until they obtain a driver’s 
license, or until they’ve had sex, or until they get 
into college, or until they get a job, get married, 
and have kids.  The theologian Wes Ellis speaks 
about the difference between human beings and 
human-becomings, the idea being that the culture 
at large (and also the church) values youth for what 
they will become, rather than appreciating them 
exactly as they are.  It’s paradoxical, really – youth 
look forward with anticipation to the day their life 
‘truly begins’ (whatever that means), all the while 
proclaiming, as many of them do, that they’re 
currently in the best years of their lives.  They’re 
waiting for something that’s already happened.

 If anything, youth may be the most apt to 
embrace the already/not-yet tension of advent.  
They’ve spent their whole lives living it.

How has the IYM been part of your journey? 

 You know how I said the best ministry feels 
as if it’s happened by accident?  That’s been my 
relationship with the IYM.  My job as a former 
staffer was to minister to others through the IYM, 
but it was the institute that stealth-ministered to me 
all along.  I’ve learned a lot from the IYM, most 
of it by osmosis, though looking back I realize that 
learning only happened because of the groundwork 
laid in place by the institute.  

v v v
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  During the month of November, the Session approved 
a baptism and received new members.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH NOVEMBER
 
                                                           2018                      2019
 

Members’ Pledge Payments $612,908 $634,650

Other Operating Receipts 207,435 220,307

Investments Used 285,589 339,887

Operating Reserves 143,719 78,419 

Funding Sources $1,249,651  $1,273,263
 
Operating Disbursements $1,249,651 $1,273,263

 

 

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation 
is extended to the family of the following member 

upon the death of their loved one:

– Edna Allen – 

November 12, 2019

Session Report  

We Welcome to 
Our Membership

David Loughery
Jill Loughery

Barbara Lucas
Ben Lucas

John Newberry
Pamela Newberry

Mindy Schmidt
James Seaborg, Jr.
Stephanie Seaborg

Annual Meeting  
   

The Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

will be held in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday, February 2nd 

immediately following the 

11 a.m. worship service.
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Holly House

 Coming the second weekend in February is our popular Step-Above Rummage Sale, February 6th, 
7th, 8th, and 9th (Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  This four-day event is open to the public 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Sales items will be both at the Holly House and Fellowship Hall.

 Donation Drop off begins Tuesday, January 14th and ends Saturday, February 1st.  Donations will 
be accepted Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon at Fellowship Hall and Holly 
House.  It would be tremendously helpful if you could take the time to pre-sort your CLEAN, good 
quality donations and plan ahead to ensure that they are dropped off at the correct location:

 

 Your help is needed before, during, and after the sale!  Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available in the 
weekly bulletins.  Please be sure to note what area, days, and hours you would like to work.  You can put these 
sheets in the collection plate or drop them off at the church office. 

 For more information, check the church website under “Upcoming Events” or call the church office 
(561-276-6338).  

All volunteers are welcomed and offered a great opportunity 
to share fellowship as we help our church.

  
v v v

Step-Above Rummage Sale
February 6, 7, 8, and 9, 2020  

The Three Bs: Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms

By Linda Prior

By Don Cannarozzi

Drop off at Fellowship Hall  
 • Clothing 
 • Belts 
 • Shoes 
 • Purses

Drop off at Holly House
 • Jewelry
 • Housewares
 • Linens
 • Books 
 • Electronics
 • Luggage
 • Toys 
 • Tools 
 • Sports Equipment

 On January 19, 2020, at 4 p.m., three artists and I will be presenting a recital that I am calling “The 
Three Bs: Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms.”  Although the title may be a bit trite, the music on the program 
is not.  I will begin with J.S. Bach’s Toccata in E minor.  Next, Robyn Lamp will sing Beethoven’s 
vocally demanding concert aria, Ah! perfido (Ah! Treacherous one).  Then, concert cellist Iris Van Eck 
and I will perform  Beethoven’s Cello Sonata No. 1 in F major.  An early virtuosic work, the piece is 
tuneful, and full of the youthful vigor found in Beethoven’s early works.  The concert will end with Birgit 
Fioravante singing Brahms’ Zigeunerlieder (Gypsy songs), a set of songs about a Gypsy’s love and life.  
The concert is free. 
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 The Year Ahead  
 
 Thinking about what is going to happen this year for children and families at First Presbyterian Church?  
As we look forward to a new year, there are a number of great events to tentatively put on your calendars!

 b The annual Easter Eggstravaganza will be April 5, 2020.
 b VBS will be June 8 to 12, 2020.
 b Summer Spectacular Sunday School will go into effect over the summer with different 
  special events each week.
 b Regular Sunday School will resume after Labor Day.
 b The Fall Festival, Putt’n Into Fall, will be November 8, 2020.
 b Hanging of the Greens will be November 22, 2020. 

 Sunday School will continue using the curriculum Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  The children will 
be looking at Jesus’ life and how his life changed the world, as well as stories of children in the Bible.  
Hopefully you have seen the rise in numbers for children.  We are currently dividing the children into 
several groups:  

  Bible Bunch, led by Alice Barrett and Iva Branscomb, is for ages three through kindergarten.  

  First Grade through Fifth Grade is divided into two groups and led by Grace Hood.  If you 
  would like to help, even on an alternating schedule, we are looking for several more people 
  willing to be assistants.  

  Nursery is for children under three.  Our two nursery helpers are Liz Landes and 
  Amanda Tidwell.  We are looking to fill an opening for a third helper which is a weekly 
  paid position.  We are also looking for several more people who would be willing to 
  volunteer as substitutes on the occasion that one of the helpers is unavailable.

 An important note…any person working with children will have to fill out a background clearance 
form and a sexual misconduct form.  This is done in a confidential and private manner.   v

By Grace Cameron Hood, 
Director of Children and Family Ministry 

Faith and Fun for Families  
and Children

Sacrament of Communion
  For 2020, Communion will be celebrated on the first Sunday of 
each month: January 5th, February 2nd (Deacon Envelope Sunday), 
March 1st, May 3rd, June 7th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), July 5th, 
August 2nd (Deacon Envelope Sunday), September 6th, October 
4th (World Communion Sunday), November 1st, and December 
6th.  In addition to those dates, Communion will be served on 
Maundy Thursday, April 9th (Deacon Envelope).

v v v
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Per Capita
(about that blue envelope in your box 

of weekly offering envelopes)

 In case you are wondering what the blue 
envelope near the beginning of your 2020 
offering envelope box is for, you are not 
the only one. “Per Capita” is the assessment 
each congregation pays for each church 
member recorded on their membership 
rolls. It is assessed by our denomination 
(Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.) to cover the 
required administrative expenses to operate 
the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly 
offices of each judicatory. These expenses 
are rounded out to $35 per member for 2020.

 Since the Per Capita is included in 
calculating our operating budget, not 
everyone contributes extra to this source.  
Others prefer to do so in order to help ease 
a little of the financial burden that this 
places upon the church budget.  A little extra 
giving does make a difference when our 
congregation’s total Per Capita assessment 
is $31,068. Thank you to those who choose 
to help.

v v v

(about that blue church parking sticker)

 Members of First Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach are entitled to display a blue church parking 
sticker.  This is mounted on the inside of the front or 
back window of the car, wherever it is easiest to reach.

 Everyone attending worship is allowed to park 
in the church parking lots on Sunday mornings.  A 
parking sticker is not required for Sunday morning 
worship attendance.

 However, if you attend an event, program, 
rehearsal, or meeting at the church at any other time 
during the week, this sticker is a signal that your car 
belongs on the church lot.  Our parking lot located to 
the east of Fellowship Hall and the Center for Christian 
Studies is leased to a valet company.  This blue sticker 
is a visual clue to them that you are a member of the 
church and entitled to park in the lot.  

 Other than on Sunday mornings and special 
events, the parking lot on the west side of Gleason 
Street, directly across from the front of the Sanctuary, 
is leased to the City of Delray Beach.  The blue parking 
sticker is not a substitute for paying for metered 
parking and you will receive a ticket from the city.  
The visual reminder that this parking lot is allocated 
for church activities is the large Church Parking Sign 
and the covered parking meters.

 If you are a member of the church and are in need 
of a new parking sticker, see Nancy Fine on a Sunday 
morning or stop by the church office during the week.

v v v

“Everything Blue”

Parking Sticker
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What Do Deacons Do?

 The Board of Deacons at First 
Presbyterian Church is comprised of 
up to 39 members, who may serve 
no more than two consecutive three-
year terms each.  There are three 
classes of Deacons and a new class is 
ordained and/or installed each year.  
Each class generally consists of one-
third of the Board, thereby assuring 
continuity.

Some of the duties 
and responsibilities of 
Deacons are:

Shepherding  – Each Deacon is 
assigned a Flock, usually consisting 
of 16 to 20 families.  Throughout their 
term, a Deacon’s Flock families may 
change, such as when new members 
are assigned to a Deacon as they join.  
Deacons are tasked with periodically 
contacting their Flock, as well as 
sending them Christmas and Easter 
cards.  Deacons also help keep their 
Flock aware of important events and 
activities at First Presbyterian, and 
attempt to assist them in times of 
need (for example, after a hurricane).

Ushering – This is probably 
the most noticeable duty Deacons 
perform.  You will see them at our 
Sunday Services and other services 
(such as Memorial Services) wearing 
their signature blue blazers and white 
slacks or skirts.

Delivery of Flowers – After 
Sunday services, donors of Chancel 
flowers may choose to leave them 
for the Deacons, who then deliver 
the flowers to shut-ins or nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities 
in the area.  

Deacons’ Christmas Tree – 
An important annual project is their 
Deacons’ Christmas Tree.  Church 
Members select tags from the tree 
and purchase gifts for children in 
need, and Deacons deliver these gifts 
to local agencies who then distribute 
the gifts.  At the present time, the 
Deacons are supporting five local 
agencies through this project.  It is a 
joy for the Deacons to participate in 
this project and bring enjoyment to 
these children because in some cases 
it might be their only Christmas gift.

Recognition of Mother’s/
Father’s Day – On these special 
days, Deacons recognize Mothers 
with carnations and Fathers with 
chocolate candy “kisses”. 

Scholarships – The Deacons’ 
Scholarship Committee assists our 
young people by awarding them 
scholarships as they attend college.  
To support these scholarships, the 
Deacons hold periodic fund-raising 

projects such as Blessing of the Pets, 
Concerts, and Movie Night.

Other Activities – The Deacons 
also participate in Outreach 
activities, including the recent CROS 
Ministries Hustle2EndHunger 5K 
Run/Walk. The Deacons and the 
Outreach committee partnered for 
this event and raised $3,790 for this 
important community agency.

How Are We Funded And 
How Do We Use Our Funds?

 Our principal source of funding 
is monies received from members in 
the Deacon Envelopes throughout the 
year.  Monies collected at Christmas 
from the Deacons’ Christmas Tree 
are used to provide gifts to the 
children in need.   v 

Deacons’ Corner
by Tom Adams

Below is a chart of how we use our funds:
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Honey Boy

  Few Hollywood stars have 
had careers as tumultuous and 
transformative as Shia LaBeouf.  
He first hit the national stage as a 
child actor in the Disney Channel 
hit series Even Stevens, where his 
performance as the troublemaking 
Louis Stevens netted him a Daytime 
Emmy Award.  From there he 
made an uneasy transformation 
from tween icon to Hollywood 
leading man of forgettable second- 
and third-string thrillers before 
again capturing the spotlight as 
Sam Witwicky, the painfully in-
over-his-head hero of the first 
three Michael Bay Transformers 
films.  But as these roles still left 
him creatively and emotionally 
unfulfilled, he moved into the third 
and current stage of his career as an 
artistic enfant terrible, shocking the 
press and public with transgressive 
performance art pieces and roles 
in idiosyncratic European art films 
and American indies.  It’s almost 
as if LaBeouf has done everything 
possible to move himself away 
from the squeaky clean image of 
his early Disney Channel years.  
Almost as if he was running from 
something.

  Alma Har’el’s Honey Boy 
seeks to define that something 
in a film that succeeds not in 
spite of LaBeouf’s sprawlingly 
diverse career but because of it.  It 
excavates the root of all his creative 
nervousness and the emotional 
agony that’s fueled his self-

destructive personal life for nearly 
three decades.  Written by LaBeouf 
himself during a stint in rehab 
following a 2017 arrest, the film 
charts his relationship with his real-
life father, an alcoholic Vietnam 
vet who coached and bullied him 
in his early years as a child actor.  
It alternates between two timelines 
and two Shias, here named Otis.  
The first sees him as a grown-up in 
2005 struggling with the pressures 
of movie stardom.  Played by Lucas 
Hedges, this Otis is an alcoholic 
mess who gets ordered into rehab 
after a drunk driving accident.  As 
he goes through therapy, he flashes 
back to his childhood in 1995 
where he lived in a hotel with his 
father James, a divorced former 
rodeo clown with manic anger 
issues.  Fat, unkempt, and saddled 
with a hair-trigger temper, James 
keeps young Otis in a constant state 
of fear even as he tries to do right 
by him as a father.  What’s worse, 
he uses Otis as both a prop and 
shield against his shameful past, 
best shown in a remarkable scene 
where he forces his son to act as a 
go-between in a phone conversation 
with his ex-wife, making him relay 
his screamed abuse to the boy’s 
mother over the telephone.  Small 
wonder that, when 2005 Otis first 
arrives in rehab, he’s immediately 
diagnosed with PTSD.

  Honey Boy ultimately sees 
the adult Otis come to terms with 
his fragmented childhood and his 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

father.  But this is no Hallmark 
movie with a chintzy predetermined 
outcome; this film earns its catharsis 
with one of the bravest feats of 
artistic self-sacrifice in recent 
cinema: LaBeouf himself plays 
his father James in the flashback 
scenes, becoming the very object 
of his childhood fear.  What we’re 
seeing in this film is a complete 
exorcism of all the hatred and 
resentment LaBeouf harbored over 
the years as he dares to humanize 
the monster lurking in his past.  We 
see not just James’s cruelty but his 
personal struggles and failings: his 
desperate attempts to stay sober, his 
own self-loathing, his jealousy of 
Otis’s success, his terrible, terrible 
loneliness.  These scenes didn’t 
need to be in the film—LaBeouf 
could’ve easily made him a two-
dimensional, irredeemable villain.  
But as any therapist will tell you, 
true healing comes in confronting 
the truth.  So LaBeouf reaches 
down deep inside his father, finds 
the humanity alongside his cruelty, 
embraces it, and becomes it.  And 
then, astonishingly, he loves, 
accepts, and forgives it.  There are 
many films about forgiveness.  But 
Honey Boy is one of the precious 
few that feels like an act of grace 
itself.  It’s one of the most humbling 
film experiences of the year.

 
 vvv



11

By Ann Gill, 
Mission Outreach CommitteeBy Maria Graham

Pajama and Book DriveMonday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study

  The Mission Outreach Committee is hosting a 
Pajama and Book Drive on Sunday, January 19th to 
benefit the Palm Beach County chapter of Pajama 
Program just in time for Valentine’s Day.  What a 
wonderful way to share the love of God to children in 
our community.  

 Pajama Program has been caring for children 
in shelters and foster care and through other local 
organizations in our community that serve families 
who struggle to make ends meet through gifts of 
pajamas and books.  These gifts help provide an 
opportunity for a loving bedtime routine, which leads 
to a peaceful good night and a positive good day.  A 
good day simply isn’t possible without a good night.  
That’s why Pajama Program believes the 24 hour 
day starts at the most critical time of day: bedtime.  
Together we can help close the 24-hour Good Day 
Loop for all children. 

 Please help share the love of God to children in 
our community by bringing new books or new pajamas 
in sizes from infant to Adult XXL for teenagers.  

 Drop-off collection boxes will be located in 
the Narthex before and after all worship services 
beginning January 5th.  Volunteers are needed on 
Sunday, January 19th, following the 11 a.m. service, 
to help sort pajamas in the Conference Room. 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another.” 

I John 4:11

  After an invigorating Advent Study based on Rev. 
Susan Sparks’ sermons, and a break for Christmas 
and New Year’s celebrations, the Monday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study will begin anew on January 6, 
2020 with a video study entitled Twelve Women of 
the Bible: Life-Changing Stories for Women Today.  
We will look at the spiritual lessons learned from the 
Bible’s most empowered and iconic women, and their 
implications in life today.  Sessions include:

 • Eve: Finding Lasting Contentment in the 
  Truth (Lysa TerKeurst)
 • Rebekah: Breaking Free of Feminine   
  Stereotypes (Jonalyn Fincher)
 • Leah: Overcoming Rejection and 
  Insecurity (Naomi Zacharias)
 • Hannah: Surrendering in Waiting 
  (Amena Brown)
 • Abigail: Dealing with Confrontation 
  in Relationships
 • Gomer: Learning to Accept Unconditional 
  Love (Jeanne Stevens)
 • Mary, Mother of Jesus: Moving from Comfort 
  to Courage (Jeanne Stevens)
 • Mary Magdalene: Transforming from Outcast 
  to Follower (Jonalyn Fincher)
 • Mary of Bethany: Putting Our Faith into 
  Action (Elisa Morgan)
 • Martha: Finding Our Identity in Jesus 
  (Amena Brown)
 • The Woman at the Well: Turning Our Messes 
  into Messages (Lysa TerKuerst)
 • The Syrophoenician Woman: Approaching 
  God with Persistency and Boldness 
  (Naomi Zacharias)

 We meet at 10 a.m. until about noon in the Youth 
Room of the Center for Christian Studies.  In addition 
to study and discussion, we share and pray about 
joys and concerns, and build bonds of friendship and 
faith.  All women are guaranteed to be welcomed 
with a smile and a promise that you just might learn 
something new!  For more information, contact Becky 
Gish (rgish15370@aol.com, 561-385-1280). 

vvv



 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Coastal Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. 

Prayer Ministry Team
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Adults 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Friday evenings


