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Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Business Administrator

 Mark your calendars and make your reservations for the Annual 
Congregational Dinner on Friday, January 25th at Benvenuto 
Restaurant in Boynton Beach.  Our featured speaker is Dr. Will 
Willimon.  He will be preaching during the worship services on 
Sunday, January 27th.

 The cost of dinner is $30 per person, and both First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach and Benvenuto are once again underwriting 
a portion of the event.  If you would like to contribute additional 
funds to help provide a scholarship to a deserving parishioner, we 
would gladly accept additional donations.

 You may make your reservation in the Courtyard following 
the Sunday morning worship services, on the church website under 
Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office.  All monies are 
due to the church office on or before the day of the event. v

25Please note 

that there 

will be only 

ONE worship 

service at  

11 a.m. on 

Sunday, 

December 30th.

Monday Morning 
Bible Study

 What a joy to once again be 
reunited with the Monday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study!  Because 
many of us are Snowbirds, we take 
a hiatus during the summer months 
and resume in October.  We share 
our joys and whatever concerns are 
on our hearts in a confidential and 
supportive atmosphere.  Then we 
begin our bible study, growing faith 
and forming bonds of friendship 
in the process.  We are a diverse 
group with different backgrounds, 
yet together we are able to laugh, 
cry, question, and learn, and we are 
always happy to welcome someone 
new.  Come join us this year as we 
continue the video study “Reading 
Biblical Literature: Genesis to 
Revelation”, where Professor 
Craig Koester of Luther Seminary 
delves into the literary structure 
and symbolism of the Bible, and 
engages with its epic narratives, 
inspiring characters, and timeless 
themes in a new way.  I guarantee 
you will be greeted with a smile 
and will learn something new.  

 Monday Morning Bible 
Study meets at 10 a.m. in the 
Youth Room.  Contact Linda 
Prior (561-702-0245) for more 
information.
  

v v v

by Maria Graham



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Ending WEll
 “Demas has fallen in love with the present world and has 

deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.”
2 Timothy 4:10 (Common English Bible)

 Harry Emerson Fosdick provides uncommon insight upon this singular verse of 
scripture written by the Apostle Paul:  “One of the most familiar tragedies in human life 
(is) a fine beginning and a poor ending.”i  Demas, a colleague with Paul in ministry, 
lacked the power to see it through.  First, Paul writes in his letter to Philemon, that 
Demas and Luke are coworkers in the cause of Christ Jesus.  Paul wrote that letter 
from a Roman prison.  Therefore, Demas, along with Luke, was standing by Paul in 
his imprisonment – a devoted and promising disciple.  Second, Paul mentions Demas 
in his letter to the Colossians in a rather unusual fashion:  “Luke, the dearly loved 
physician, and Demas say hello.”  (Verse 4:14).  It doesn’t escape the careful reader 
of this letter that affection is attributed to Luke but not Demas.  Luke is “dearly loved.”  
Demas has become merely “Demas.”  Now, in Paul’s second letter to Timothy we 
understand what is going on:  Demas has abandoned Paul and the Christian ministry.  
Demas began well enough.  But he didn’t follow through.
 
 Fosdick reminds us that when Luke wrote his account of the ministry of Jesus 
Christ, Luke alone among the four gospels shares the teaching about considering the 
cost before beginning anything:  “If one of you wanted to build a tower, wouldn’t you 
first sit down and calculate the cost, to determine whether you have enough money to 
complete it?”  (Verse 14:28).  The one who laid the foundation of the tower was unable 
to finish it.  Luke now warns that people will notice that the builder didn’t finish what 
was started and will receive the ridicule of others.  Fosdick imagines that Luke is here 
pleading with his friend, Demas; pleading with Demas not to leave unfinished the work 
of ministry he had started so well.  Essentially, Luke is saying to his friend, “Don’t let 
it be said by Paul that you abandoned him in the work of Jesus Christ.” 
 Has this become our story?  Perhaps we have not abandoned faith in Jesus Christ.  
But how strongly do we feel about a daily investment in building a relationship with 
Jesus?  Recently a member of this congregation spoke to me following worship and 
remarked that my suggestion that members spend five minutes each day with a daily 
devotional was a “big ask.”  I do hope he was kidding, and perhaps he was.  Yet, I 
wonder how many people actually believe that – that five minutes a day is a “big 
ask?”  It is no secret that all of us find the time for what really matters.  The question 
for each Christian to answer at the beginning of a new year is, “Does my relationship 
with Jesus really matter?” 
 However beautiful the beginning of our Christian journey may have been, none 
of it really matters much without a good end.  This is not to suggest that we must 
demand outwardly successful – and measurable – goals or achievements.  Building 
a deeply meaningful relationship with Jesus is not a contest.  It is about minding 
the heart, of seeking positive spiritual change or transformation that is accomplished 
by God as we intentionally nurture our faith.  That is done as we spend time with 
God reading the Bible, delving into good devotional material, and prayer.  At the 
conclusion of this New Year it is my hope that it will not be uttered by the angels of 
us, “Demas, my Demas. Demas has abandoned me.” v________________________
[1] Harry Emerson Fosdick, “The Power to See It Through.” The Power to See It Through: 
Sermons on Christianity Today (New York and London: Harper & brothers, 1935), 1.

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.

 W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor

Greg Rapier, M.Div.
Associate Pastor

Len Battifarano, CLP
Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

Donald J. Cannarozzi, M.M., J.D.
Organist / Director of Music

James K. Poch, S.M.M.
Associate Director of Music

Grace Cameron Hood, B.C.E.
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Nancy Fine, CCA
Business Administrator

 Christine Davis Mindi Cole
 Accountant                   Secretary

 Aaron Strippel
 Head Custodian

C hurchS taff

First Presbyterian Church
33 Gleason Street

Delray Beach, FL 33483
phone: 561-276-6338

fax: 561-272-8505
e-mail:

administrator@firstdelray.com
web page: www.firstdelray.com

T he S pire
EDITOR:

Tim Knapp

LAYOUT:
Char Conklin

SPECIAL THANKS:
Printers Choice



3

Distinguished Preacher Series

 We are pleased to announce that Dr. William Willimon has 
accepted our invitation to preach on Sunday, January 27, 2019 as part 
of our Distinguished Preacher Series.  

 Dr. Willimon is an American theologian and bishop in the United 
Methodist Church, who served the North Alabama Conference. 
He is currently Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at 
Duke Divinity School.  He is former Dean of the Chapel at Duke 
University and is considered by many as one of America’s best-
known and most influential preachers. A Pulpit & Pew “Research 
on Pastoral Leadership” survey determined that he was one of the 
two most frequently read writers by pastors in mainline Protestantism 
alongside Henri Nouwen.  His books have sold over a million copies.  
He is also Editor-At-Large of The Christian Century.

v v v

Nurture Faith
 Nurture Faith: Five Minutes to Strengthen Your Walk with Christ is an expanded edition of Heart & Soul: 
Volume 2 with 24% new material in a more compact design.  This smaller book size takes up less room on your 
bedside table and is more portable for travel.

 The list price is $24.95, but copies are available for purchase directly from the church at the special price of 
$15.  All authors’ royalties, including electronic sales, go toward supporting the ministry and mission of First 
Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach.

“For those who want accessible, practical, and challenging wisdom to grow in 

faith and understanding of Christian life, I can think of no better daily diet that 

Pastor Hood’s devotionals.  One hundred percent organic – distilled from years 

of faithful service in the trenches of real life.”

— Bruce Main, President/Founder, UrbanPromise Ministries
 

v v v



4

What Do Deacons Do?

 The Board of Deacons at First 
Presbyterian Church is comprised of 
up to 39 members, who may serve 
no more than two consecutive three-
year terms each.  There are three 
classes of Deacons and a new class is 
ordained and/or installed each year.  
Each class generally consists of one-
third of the Board, thereby assuring 
continuity.

Some of the duties 
and responsibilities of 
Deacons are:

Shepherding  – Each Deacon is 
assigned a flock, usually consisting 
of 16 to 20 families. Throughout their 
term, a Deacon’s flock families may 
change, such as when new members 
are assigned to a Deacon as they join.  
Deacons are tasked with periodically 
contacting their flock, as well as 
sending them Christmas and Easter 
cards.  Deacons also help keep their 
flock aware of important events and 
activities at First Presbyterian, and 
attempt to assist them in times of 
need (for example, after a hurricane).

Ushering – This is probably 
the most noticeable duty Deacons 
perform. You will see them at our 
Sunday services and other services 
(such as Memorial Services) wearing 
their signature blue blazers and white 
slacks or skirts.

Delivery of Flowers – After 
Sunday services, donors of Chancel 
flowers may choose to leave them 
for the Deacons, who then deliver the 
flowers to shut-ins or nursing homes 

and assisted living facilities in the 
area.  During Christmas and Easter, 
Deacons distribute Poinsettias and 
Lilies to members of their Flock who 
are shut-in.

Deacons’ Christmas Tree – 
An important annual project is their 
Deacons’ Christmas Tree.  Church 
members select tags from the tree 
and purchase gifts for children in 
need, and Deacons deliver these gifts 
to local agencies who then distribute 
the gifts.  At the present time, the 
Deacons are supporting five local 
agencies through this project.

Recognition of Mother’s/
Father’s Day – On these special 
days, Deacons recognize Mothers 
with carnations and Fathers with 
chocolate candy “kisses”. 

Scholarships – The Deacons’ 
Scholarship Committee assists our 
young people by awarding them 
scholarships as they attend college.  
To support these scholarships, the 
Deacons hold periodic fund-raising 
projects such as Blessing of the Pets, 
Concerts, and Movie Nights.

How Are We Funded And 
How Do We Use Our Funds?

 Our principal source of funding 
is monies received from members in 
the Deacon Envelopes throughout the 
year.  Monies collected at Christmas 
from the Deacons’ Christmas Tree 
are used to provide gifts to the 
children in need.

v v v 

Deacons’ Corner
by Tom Adams

Below is a chart of how we use our funds:



5

Session Report  
  
  During the month of November, the Session approved a 
baptism.  They approved the request from the Mission Outreach 
Committee to designate the Christmas Eve Offering to First 
Presbyterian Church of Marianna, Florida to help the local 
community that was hard-hit by Hurricane Michael in October. 

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH NOVEMBER
 
                                                           2017                      2018
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $640,206 $612,908

Other Operating Receipts 193,122 207,435

Investments Used 222,310 285,589

Operating Reserves 77,189 143,718
 
Funding Sources $1,132,827  $1,249,651
 
Operating Disbursements $1,132,827  $1,249,651

We Welcome to 
Our Membership

David Flautt, Jr.

Emma Flautt

Sacrament of Communion
  For 2019, Communion will be celebrated on the 

first Sunday of each month: January 6th, February 3rd 

(Deacon Envelope Sunday), March 3rd, April 7th, May 

5th, June 2nd (Deacon Envelope Sunday), July 7th, 

August 4th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), September 1st, 

October 6th (World Communion Sunday), November 

3rd, and December 1st.  In addition to those dates, 

Communion will be served on Maundy Thursday, April 

18th (Deacon Envelope).

v v v



6

Per Capita
(about that blue envelope in your box 

of weekly offering envelopes)

 In case you are wondering what the blue 
envelope near the beginning of your 2019 
offering envelope box is for, you are not the 
only one. “Per Capita” is the assessment each 
congregation pays for each church member 
recorded on their membership rolls. It is assessed 
by our denomination (Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A.) to cover the required administrative 
expenses to operate the Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly offices of each judicatory. 
These expenses are rounded out to $35 per 
member for 2019.

 Since the Per Capita is included in calculating 
our operating budget, not everyone contributes 
extra to this source.  Others prefer to do so in 
order to help ease a little of the financial burden 
that this places upon the church budget.  A little 
extra giving does make a difference when our 
congregation’s total Per Capita assessment is 
$29,556. Thank you to those who choose to help.

v v v

(about that blue church parking sticker)

 Members of First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 
are entitled to display a blue church parking sticker.  This is 
mounted on the inside of the front or back window of the car, 
wherever it is easiest to reach.

 Everyone attending worship is allowed to park in the 
church parking lots on Sunday mornings.  A parking sticker 
is not required for Sunday morning worship attendance.

 However, if you attend an event, program, rehearsal, 
or meeting at the church at any other time during the week, 
this sticker is a signal that your car belongs on the church 
lot.  Our parking lot located to the east of Fellowship Hall 
and the Center for Christian Studies is leased to a valet 
company.  This blue sticker is a visual clue to them that you 
are a member of the church and entitled to park in the lot.  

 Other than on Sunday mornings and special events, 
the parking lot on the west side of Gleason Street, directly 
across from the front of the Sanctuary, is leased to the City 
of Delray Beach.  The blue parking sticker is not a substitute 
for paying for metered parking and you will receive a ticket 
from the city.  The visual reminder that this parking lot is 
allocated for church activities is the large Church Parking 
Sign and the covered parking meters.

 If you are a member of the church and are in need of a 
new parking sticker, see Nancy Fine on a Sunday morning or 
stop by the church office during the week.

v v v

“Everything Blue”

Parking Sticker

Annual Meeting     

The Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

will be held in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, February 3rd 

immediately following the 
11 a.m. worship service.



7

by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

The Year Ahead
 Thinking about what is going to happen this year for children and families at First Presbyterian Church?  
As we look forward to a new year, there are a number of great events to tentatively put on your calendars!

 v  The annual Easter Eggstravaganza will be April 14, 2019.
 v  VBS will be June 10 to 14, 2019.
 v  Summer Spectacular Sunday School will go into effect over the summer with different 
  special events each week.
 v  Regular Sunday School will resume after Labor Day.
 v  The Fall Festival, Putt’n Around, will be November 3, 2019.
 v  Hanging of the Greens will be November 24, 2019. 

 Sunday School will continue using the curriculum Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  The children will 
be looking at Jesus’ life and how his life changed the world.  Hopefully you have seen the rise in numbers 
for children.  We are currently dividing the children into several groups:  

 v  Bible Bunch, led by Alice Barrett and Iva Branscomb, is for ages three through kindergarten.  

 v  First Grade through Fifth Grade is divided into two groups and led by Grace Hood, Liz Landes, 
and Mindi Cole.  Our helpers are Lisa Vlachos, Mary Denton, and Sarah Levine.  If you would like to 
help, even on an alternating schedule, we are looking for several more people willing to be assistants 
to the teachers.  

 v  Nursery is for children under three.  Our two nursery helpers are Amanda Tidwell and Serenity 
Reeves.  We are looking for several more people who would be willing to volunteer as substitutes 
on the occasion that one of the helpers is unavailable.

An important note…any person working with children will have to fill out a background clearance form 
and a sexual misconduct form.  This is done in a confidential and private manner. 

s  s  s  s  s  s
Prayers for January 

 Do you need some prayer ideas for your family worship time?  Here are a couple from 99 Prayers for 
Children compiled by Juliet David.  This is a wonderful and delightfully illustrated collection of prayers for 
the modern times.

For New Years Day...

For each new year,
And everything it brings,
We give you thanks, Lord.

For Mealtime...

For food that stays our hunger,
For rest that brings us ease,
For homes where memories linger,
We give you thanks for these.

For Bedtime...

God in heaven, hear my prayer,
Keep me in your loving care.
Be my guide in all I do,
Bless all those who love me too.
Amen.

2019 looks to be a wonderful year!  There will be wonderful events for everyone!
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Christmas Reflections with 
REFUGE Youth Group

by Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

 With Christmas now behind us, we asked members of REFUGE Youth Group to reflect on the season:

What is your favorite gift you’ve given or received?

“My favorite Christmas gift I’ve ever received would definitely have to be my dog. We got her 
three years ago and I still remember how confused we were when she ran through the door.” 
– Pryce Williams, Senior

“My favorite Christmas gift that I have given was to my grandmother. I gave her a picture of us 
together, and while it may not have seemed like much it meant a lot to my grandmother. I gave 
it to her because I wanted her to know how special she is to me and that even though she may 
live far she is close to my heart.” 
– Emalee Cortright, Junior

“I really don’t care about the gifts. It’s not about that.” 
– Justice Reeves, Senior

What is your favorite Christmas memory?

“I always remember coming down the stairs every Christmas morning and just the smile on 
everyone’s faces.” 
– Harrison Calder, Freshman

“My favorite Christmas memory was where I went to my aunt’s house and we had a big feast 
and I got to see my entire family” 
– Andrew Salmore, Senior

What does Christmas mean to you?

“Christmas means to me spending time with family, giving to others, and remembering the birth 
of Jesus and sharing his hope, love, and peace throughout the year.” 
– Emalee Cortright, Junior

“You get to spend a week with family you don’t see that often so you get to catch up. Christmas 
is definitely my favorite time of year.” 
– Harrison Calder, Freshman

“It’s the day Jesus was born!” 
– Justice Reeves, Senior

v v v



Dear friends in Christ, 

 As we approach the New Year, we often 
start thinking about what “resolutions” we 
are going to make.  “Hmmm...I need to 
join a gym, I need to lose weight, I need 
to be a better Mom/Dad/Student...”  Well, 
resolutions like these are good and healthy, 
but perhaps at the New Year we may also 
want to pray, think, and reflect on our faith.  

 The Lord our God gives us the new day, 
the New Year, as a gift.  Let’s make 2019 
a year in which each one of us commits to 
growing closer to Jesus Christ and growing 
closer to the people he so much wants us to 
be.  We have but one chance at the start of 
2019 to do this.  Let us strive to look ahead 
– to see how we can live our lives more 
deeply in our faith, more fully aware of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit within us.  The New Year allow us to shed what we want to leave behind, and through our 
faith we see the path on which we want to continue our journey of faith, love of our Lord, and love for one another.

 Please remember – just as we read in Ecclesiastes, there is a time for everything under the sun.  So, let’s all look at 
2019 as the year in which we find the time to blossom into good and great Christians – shedding the old and embracing 
the new.  Embracing the renewal of all things good in this world.  Let us look forward to a blessed New Year, where 
we have so much to be grateful for.  And when it comes to an end, we can all look back knowing that we did our best, 
and that if the Lord our God has anything to whisper to each of us, it it this: “Well done, good and faithful servant”. 

 May it be so.

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus”
 
Philippians 3:13-14 (NIV)

v v v 
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by Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

New Beginnings in 2019

“Lord, you make all things new

you bring hope alive in our hearts

And cause our spirits to be born 
again.

Thank you for this new year

For all the potential it holds. 

Come and kindle in us 
A mighty flame, so that in our 
time, many will see the wonders of 
God

And live forever to praise your 
glorious name”



Holly House

Step-Above RummAge SAle

February 7, 8, and 9, 2019

by Linda Prior

 Coming the second weekend in February is our popular 
Step-Above Rummage Sale, February 7th, 8th, and 9th 
(Thursday, Friday, and Saturday). This three day event is open 
to the public on Thursday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and on 
Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Sales items will 
be both at the Holly House and Fellowship Hall.

 Donation Drop off begins Tuesday, January 15th and ends 
Saturday, February 2nd.  Donations will be accepted Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon at Fellowship 
Hall and Holly House.  It would be tremendously helpful if you 
could take the time to pre-sort your CLEAN, good quality donations 
and plan ahead to ensure that they are dropped off at the correct 
location:

 

We need lots of helpers before, during, and after the sale!  Volunteer 
sign-up sheets will be available in the weekly bulletins.  Please be 
sure to note what area, days, and hours you would like to work.  
You can put these sheets in the collection plate or drop them off at 
the church office. 

For more information, check the church website under “Upcoming 
Events” or call the church office (561-276-6338).

All volunteers are welcomed and offered a great opportunity 
to share fellowship as we help our church.  

v v v

Reverend Rapier’s 
Installation Service
 Please be sure to join us on 
Sunday, January 13th at 4 p.m. in 
our Sanctuary as we install Reverend 
Gregory Rapier as our Associate Pastor.  
Come support Reverend Rapier and his 
wife, Lissette, during this important 
service in the life of our church.

The Awkward and 
Awesome Life of 

Young Adults
 Last October a group of young adults 
gathered after church for lunch and to get 
to know one another.  The small group of 
about eight looked around the table – some 
in their twenties, some in their thirties, 
some in their forties.  It was…awkward. 

 God works with ‘awkward’, and 
God grows us from ‘awkward’, and God 
has grown this group too.  The group was 
always meant to be organic – with ‘young 
adult’ loosely defined, and a different event 
anchoring the ministry each month – and 
this posture of openness has allowed God 
to come in and mold and shape this group. 

 The group has grown steadily since 
October, and the group is growing closer 
together too.  In the past two months, First 
Delray’s young adults have cooked for one 
another at a potluck dinner, traded gag-
gifts at a white elephant gift exchange, 
bonded over appetizers at Harvest Seasonal 
Grill, listened to rapper DMX sing Christmas 
carols, and explored their commitment to 
the church.  The group is also currently 
exploring adding a regular bible study 
component.

 There’s still a lot of uncertainty with 
this group – (What will it become? What 
activities will be next?) – but First Delray’s 
young adults are confident God will 
continue to mold and shape them in the 
process, and they’re excited to see where 
God takes them next.
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Drop off at Fellowship Hall
 

 • Clothing 
 • Belts 
 • Shoes 
 • Purses

Drop off at Holly House

 • Jewelry
 • Housewares
 • Linens
 • Books 
 • Electronics
 • Luggage
 • Toys 
 • Tools 
 • Sports Equipment 
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FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

 We have good news to share!  Pledges to our 2019 ministry budget are running well ahead of last 
year, and for that we are grateful.  Our goal is to conclude this year’s pledge drive by the end of January. 

 We are once again inviting you to join your church family at our second Annual Giving Pledge 
Sunday on Sunday, January 20th as we pledge our financial support for mission and ministry in 2019.  
Please make every effort to return your 2019 financial commitment by then, or plan to bring your pledge 
card with you to worship that day.  

 Our Follow Through Team will begin contacting all those who have not yet responded during the last 
week of January so that we can complete this year’s campaign.

v v v
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ROMA

  To watch Alfonso Cuarón’s 
Roma is to be gently lowered into 
the warm bath of the director’s 
memories.  Happy memories of 
growing up in the middle class 
neighborhood of Colonia Roma in 
the 1970s, back when the wealthy 
Europeans who’d built lavish 
French-style mansions had fled to 
better neighborhoods, abandoning 
their spacious houses for well-to-do 
Mestizo families and their servants.  
Sad memories of watching his 
parents’ marriage crumble, helpless 
to do anything as their family fell 
further and further apart.  Scary 
memories of earthquakes, social 
unrest, and US-backed death 
squads.  Safe memories of his 
Mixtec maid waking him in the 
mornings, walking him from school 
in the afternoons, tucking him into 
bed at night.  He’s taken these 
memories, the good and the bad, 
and shaped them like a potter into a 
work of unforgettable beauty. 

  Though the film features 
a kaleidoscopic array of POVs, 
it follows, more often than not, 
the day-to-day life of Cleo (first-
time actress Yalitza Aparicio), the 
live-in maid of biochemist Sofia 
(Marina de Tavira), doctor Antonio 
(Fernando Grediaga), and their four 
children.  For the first hour the film 
lulls us into the routine of her day-
to-day life: cooking and cleaning 
the house, caring for the children, 
waiting on Sofia and Antonio.  On 
her off days she travels into the 
bustling center of Mexico City 
with her friend, fellow maid Adela 
(Nancy García), and their two 
boyfriends.  After one of these 
outings she discovers her boyfriend, 
martial artist Fermín (Jorge Antonio 
Guerrero), has gotten her pregnant.  
When she tells him, he runs out on 
her, leaving her to face motherhood 
alone.  At home, her mistress Sofia 
is having her own romantic issues—
she knows Antonio is cheating on 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 13
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ROMA
her and has a mental breakdown 
when his “business trip” to Quebec 
stretches from a few days to six 
months.

  As the two women try to 
figure out their futures without 
their absent partners, Caurón treats 
us to a number of devastating set-
pieces:  a country outing to the 
house of a wealthy American family 
on New Year’s Eve turns tragic 
when a nearby forest catches fire 
and the drunken revelers struggle 
to put it out;  a trip to buy a crib 
for Cleo’s child gets interrupted by 
the 1971 Corpus Christi massacre 
where CIA-trained shock troops 
nicknamed “Los Halcones” opened 
fire on pro-democracy protestors;  
a sojourn to the beach almost 
becomes deadly when two of 
Sofia’s children get swept out to sea 
by an unexpected current.  Through 
it all Caurón, who served as his 
own cinematographer, keeps his 
camera steady and level, preferring 
long, uninterrupted shots where the 
camera moves almost exclusively 
via horizontal tracking to the left 
or right.  The result is a feeling of 
audience omnipresence, making 
us feel both outside yet intimately 
familiar with the goings-on in the 
characters’ lives as they drift in 

and out of the spacious frames like 
worker ants in a nest.

  Though written as a love letter 
to Caurón’s real-life nanny growing 
up—one of Sofia’s children, an 
introverted blond-haired boy, is 
even strongly suggested to be a 
director surrogate—the central 
dynamic of the film isn’t the one 
between Cleo and the children.  
Surprisingly, it’s not even that of 
Cleo and her own unborn child.  
Instead, it could be seen as the 
relationship between Cleo and 
Sofia, two women cruelly tossed 
aside by their men with no financial 
support.  At first there’s the worry 
that class differences will keep the 
two women apart; indeed, in one 
scene Sofia heartlessly blames 
Cleo for failing to keep one of her 
children from eavesdropping on a 
telephone call where she confesses 
the details of Antonio’s affair.  But 
time and again the two women 
come through for each other, giving 
the other the love and support the 
world otherwise refuses them.  It 
culminates in one of the most soul-
shattering group hugs in cinema 
history, where the whole family 
embraces a weeping Cleo while 
Sofia assures her again and again 
that they all love her.  Watching 

Continued from page 12

this scene of two women normally 
kept apart by racial and economic 
circumstances, it’s impossible not 
to remember the Apostle Paul’s 
insistence in the Epistle to the 
Galatians that “there is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  For 
all its transcendent loveliness and 
power, it is perhaps this illustration 
of Christ-like love that makes Roma 
more than just a great film—it 
makes it an essential one.
  

v v v
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By Pat Breman

Home Town Sunday:  
A Celebration of our Origins

Sunday, February 17, 2019

 At First Presbyterian Church, we are truly blessed.  Our congregation is made up of members from all over 

the USA and beyond.  Unlike our hometown congregation where we grew up with each other, many of us came 

to Delray Beach as adults.  We may not know the person sitting next to us in the pew.  That person, sitting on 

your left or right, could be from your Home Town and you wouldn’t know it.  Home Town Sunday, sponsored 

by the Fellowship Team, is a very special day designed with activities to help us connect with each other.  So, 

let’s connect! 

 We know your local address, but where is your Home Town?  We hope that you’ve seen, and completed, 

the insert in the weekly bulletins regarding Home Town Sunday.  If you haven’t completed the short registration 

form, please do, and drop it in the Offering Plate or put it in the basket in the Welcome Center as soon as 

possible. 

 We have several fun and interesting things planned for this special event, and we need your information to 

facilitate these activities.  Some important things to note about the schedule for Sunday, February 17th, are:

 1. The Home Town Sunday special activities will take place between the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.

 2. Since we will have both 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. attendees using the parking lot, please carpool with family 

members and/or friends if you can possibly do so.

 3. The 9 a.m. service will be slightly abbreviated, ending at around 9:45 a.m., and 11 a.m. worshippers 

are asked to arrive no later than 10:15 so that all can participate in the Home Town Sunday activities 

together.  This is a rare opportunity for the attendees of our two services to enjoy fellowship with one 

another during “the season”.
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 4. Fun activities are planned for the geographic areas of the United States...and the world...that represent 

the “Home Towns” of the members of our congregation.

 5. A special menu of geographic tasty “treats” is being created.

 6. The excitement and fun of Home Town Sunday will be maximized if we all participate and submit the 

registration form as soon as possible.

 7. Our goal is to continue to build and enhance the spirit of community at First Presbyterian Church of 

Delray as we celebrate our Home Town connections.

 Please contact the church office (561-276-6338) with any questions.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for February 17, 2019 

between our two services!

v v v
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Fridays evenings


