
T he S pire
The Community Church by the Sea

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

January 2018

T he S pire

“Everything Blue” .  .  .  .  .  .  . Page 7

Step-Above
Rummage Sale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Page 8

INSIDE  .  .  .

Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Church Administrator

 Mark your calendars and make your reservations for the Annual 
Congregational Dinner on Friday, January 26th at Benvenuto 
Restaurant in Boynton Beach.  Our featured speaker is Dr. Michael 
Brown.  He will be preaching during the worship services on Sunday, 
January 28th.

 The cost of dinner is $30 per person, and both First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach and Benvenuto are once again underwriting 
a portion of the event.  If you would like to contribute additional 
funds to help provide a scholarship to a deserving parishioner, we 
would gladly accept additional donations.

 You may make your reservation in the Courtyard following 
the Sunday morning worship services, on the church website under 
Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office.  All monies are 
due to the church office on or before the day of the event. v

DistinguisheD 
Preacher 
series

26Please note 

that there 

will be only 

ONE worship 

service at  

11 a.m. on 

Sunday, 

December 31st.

  We are pleased to announce 
that Dr. Michael Brown has 
accepted our invitation to preach on 
Sunday, January 28th as part of our 
Distinguished Preacher Series.

 He is retiring on January 1st 
as the Senior Minister of Marble 
Collegiate Church in New York City, 
a recipient of both the Circuit Rider 
and the John L. Borchert Award for 
Christian Communications, served 
as preacher for The Protestant Hour 
radio program, is the author of six 
books and a contributing author 
to eleven others, was a consultant 
for the Broadway show Grace, and 
taught at The University of North 
Carolina-Asheville, New Testament 
at High Point University, and 
Congregational Change at Wake 
Forest Divinity School.  v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

The School of chriST

 “Learn from me.”
Matthew 11:29 (Common English Bible)

 Building disciples of Jesus Christ – people, who voluntarily submit to the 
Lordship of Christ that results in the decision to learn from Christ, follow his example 
and participate in his ministry – is the will of God. This is God’s ideal purpose. It 
is this purpose that believers attach themselves in baptism. The difficulty for some 
believers is that they haven’t employed a helpful method to advance in the school 
of Christ. Their study is disorderly and usually results in failure. They rarely seem 
to rise above the rudiments of the spiritual journey and remain disillusioned by their 
lack of spiritual progress. Jesus’ own life and ministry provides help; provides the 
secret of learning that, when applied to our discipleship to Christ, produces fruit in 
the striving toward spiritual maturity.

 If, then, we would learn of Christ, we must begin with the words he spoke. The 
twelve disciples who followed Jesus throughout his three-year ministry heard his 
words spoken to them. Today, those who follow Christ have those spoken words 
recorded in the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. So, we begin where 
the original twelve disciples began; we Read the words of Jesus. With the spirit of 
inquisitiveness, we read deeply the words of Jesus, alert to those qualities and values 
that shaped his character and revealed his laser-like focus on being useful to God. 
There is simply no substitute for reading Christ’s words if we are to pass from stage 
to stage in the school of Christ. 

 Then let us pause sufficiently to Reflect on what we have read. Knowledge 
of Jesus’ words without application is inadequate. The object here is to grasp the 
light of Christ’s teaching and cast it before our footsteps. Christ’s teaching to the 
disciples was always followed by a measure of explanation, challenging the disciples 
to apply the ideals and principals to immediate life. We don’t ask nearly enough 
those of questions that move us from one step to another in our forward march in 
the school of Christ. Today we are helped by many fine devotionals and scholarly 
commentaries that probe deeply into the meaning and practical application of Jesus’ 
words. Select a trusted devotional guide for processing the truth of Christ’s teaching 
and its usefulness for our lives.

 Respond! We shall never really know Christ, as he desires to be known, until 
we begin to respond to what we have grasped of his teaching. Until Christ’s teaching 
becomes instruction for daily practice, our lives remain unchanged. We study a 
musical instrument so that we may enjoy the music that we bring from it. We study 
another language to enrich our knowledge, enjoyment and appreciation of another 
culture. A musical instrument never played and another language never spoken has 
no effect upon our lives. Similarly, only in our obedient response to Jesus’ teachings 
does the beauty of our Savior’s instruction grow upon our lives. Read, Reflect and 
Respond. This is Jesus’ method for advancing in The School of Christ.   v
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The following article was written by Dr. Tom Tewell 
and prepared for use in Macedonian Ministry sponsoring congregations.

    
 Have you ever made a decision because you wanted to please someone?  If the person we want to please is a significant 
donor in our church, a leader in our ministry, or an important person in our life…we may find it difficult to disappoint that 
person.  Make no mistake about it, people pleasing can be seductive….and, anxiety producing.

 My friend and colleague Adam Borneman, on our Macedonian Ministry staff, heard the prolific author, Dr. Wil 
Willimon, speak at a conference on Karl Barth for preachers and theologians.  Willimon startled his audience when he said, 
“You know what’s wrong with you preachers……you care more about people than you do about Jesus!”

 Ouch!  Does that hit any of you with the force with which it hits me?  Think of how many decisions in the church are 
made in order to please an influential church member?  So often the deciding factor on a church board vote is what decision 
will anger the fewest amount of people, rather than asking “what does God want us to do” or, “what is the right thing to 
do”… or “what decision is most consistent with our mission?”  People pleasing and trying to meet the expectations of others 
is exhausting.  And, think of all the anxiety and sleepless nights that we have to endure in an attempt to please people!

 In his book, “The Anxious Organization”, Jeffrey Miller writes: “In and of itself, anxiety is neither functional nor 
dysfunctional.  It is a state of readiness to do something.”  Miller explains that sometimes anxiety is a gift because it warns 
us that danger is near and we need to act quickly.  Psychologists call this “acute anxiety.”  It motivates us to do something 
to get ourselves or our loved ones out of danger.  In Canoeing the Mountains, Tod Bolsinger explains that another type 
of anxiety is “chronic anxiety,” which lingers in a family or a social system even after the threat is gone.  So often “the 
ecclesiastical system” of the church is filled with chronic anxiety that has come from decades of “people pleasing” rather 
than desiring to please God.  In this kind of environment, one of the most important lessons for pastors and lay leaders to 
learn is how to be a “non- anxious presence” in the midst of change, stress and anxiety in the church.

 I learned a valuable lesson about being a non -anxious presence and resisting the lure of people pleasing in “the 
school of hard knocks” a few years ago.  As I faced a huge leadership challenge, I realized that there was no way to please 
everyone.  That was the moment that one of my colleagues said, “Tom… this is a perfect scenario.  Whatever you decide 
to do is going to disappoint someone…big time!  It is not possible to have a ‘win-win’ outcome.  So it’s perfect.  All 
you have to do now is … do the right thing!  You simply need to do what you believe God is calling us to do, and make 
the decision that you believe in your heart is right.”  Actually… my colleague’s words were extremely liberating for me.  
Often I have done things in order to please people or to anger the fewest people possible, but in this situation… I received 
the strength from God to do the thing that I thought was right.  And you know what? Once I did what I knew was right… I 
relaxed…and the congregation actually went along with me!  I was worried and anxious, and losing sleep because I thought 
dozens and dozens of people would leave the church over this decision.  A few did… but only a few.  But, the best part of 
all was that I felt “right” about my decision and therefore, I could relax and be a “non-anxious presence.”  I could “let go” 
of the families who left the church, because I was no longer anxious about my decision.

 The lesson I learned about people pleasing is this: It is never wise to make decisions by looking in the rear-view 
mirror.  It is wise to make decisions by saying your prayers, listening to God and a few trusted advisers who can give us 
perspective… but ultimately, remember that we “play to an audience of one!”  God is the only one whose opinion matters!  
If we do the thing that we believe is right and the thing that we believe God is nudging us to do, we will experience “the 
peace of Christ that passes all understanding.” That is not only the antidote to anxiety …but it is the key to overcoming the 
sinister lure of people pleasing!  v
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

 It’s January, and time to see what you remember from our 2017 articles. As I was preparing the quiz below, I had a few 
thoughts about the past year and the confidence it should inspire for our fulfillment of the Deacons’ mission in 2018.

 In 2017, we were blessed by having a number of new, diverse Deacons join us, and beginning to work with Kernie Kostrub 
as our pastoral guide. New ideas, new talents, and new energy! As the year progressed, these new strengths were put to the test 
by the need for some of our Deacons to step down due to challenging circumstances in their lives; a hurricane; and finding a 
constantly changing physical environment on Sunday mornings (who knew where the walls would be from week to week?). 
Even for those of us with experience, it was sometimes hard to keep up! As a congregation, you have expressed thanks to us 
through last month’s recognitions, but I wanted to say how personally inspiring it is to serve with fellow Deacons who are 
flexible, steadfast, prayerful, and cheerful – stepping up to fill the gaps and to always be there for each other and their flocks.  
I know the Deacon team will thrive and grow in God’s grace in 2018!

 So, were you paying attention last year? Match the questions on the left with the answers on the right. Looking back at past 
Spire issues is allowed (and even encouraged)! Find them under “Resources” on the church website (www.firstdelray.com).

Looking Back, We Look Forward to Service as Deacons in 2018 

a.  3

b.  Ralph Harris

c.  6

d.  2

e.  Meet Your Deacon Sunday

f.  Talent Show

g.  Transient Fund

h.  25

i.  Michaela Logue

j.  Ice Cream Sundays

1.  Which Deacons’ event took place in March and had great refreshments?
 
2.  What is not a responsibility of the Deacons?

3.  How many couples came onto the Deacon team in 2017 as couples? 
 [for a bonus of 2 points, name the couples!]

4.  What Deacon has joined as co-writer and Communications Committee member?

5.  What is one way that we use the monies we receive in the special 
 Deacons’ envelopes?

6.  On average, how many flock members does each Deacon have?

7.  How many greeting cards do all Deacons send out each year to each 
 flock member?

8.  How many agencies received gifts for their clients through the 
 Deacons’ Christmas Tree?

9.  Which of our Deacons has Native American heritage and loves to 
 play the piano?

10. Which scholarship funding event was NOT on our calendar in 2017? Answers:  1-e; 2-j; 3-a (Schnei-
ders, Logues, and Andersons); 
4-i; 5-g; 6-h; 7-d; 8-c; 9-b;10 -f

WHAT YOUR DEACONS’ TREE GIFTS MADE POSSIBLE!

 The Deacons would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Deacons’ Tree effort. We are happy to report that 
approximately 350 children/families received gifts because of your generosity.  Your caring has made an enormous difference to 
these children and families.
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We Welcome 
to Our Membership

Tina Pinto

Marijane Schrader

Session 
Report  

  In addition to receiving and 
examining new members during 
November, the Session also approved 
two baptisms.  At their regular 
meeting, they received an update on 
the construction project, found out 
that Peace Presbyterian Church in 
North Carolina was praying for the 
congregation following Hurricane 
Irma, discussed what was happening 
with CROS Ministries, as well as 
the Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee.  Additionally, they called 
the Annual Congregational Meeting for 
Sunday, February 4, 2018, immediately 
following the second worship service.

v v v

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,362,878
Amount Received: $2,664,086

As of 12/12/2017

Celebration of Eternal 
Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is 
extended to the families of the following members  

upon the death of their loved one:

Claire Clydesdale  –  November 17, 2017

Toy Savage  –  December 7, 2017Sacrament of 
Communion

  For 2018, Communion will be 
celebrated on the first Sunday of 
the month (except April): January 
7th, February 4th (Deacon Envelope 
Sunday), March 4th, May 6th, June 3rd 
(Deacon Envelope Sunday), July 1st, 
August 5th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), 
September 2nd, October 7th (World 
Communion Sunday), November 4th, 
and December 2nd.  In addition to 
those dates, Communion will be served 
on Maundy Thursday, March 29th 
(Deacon Envelope).

v v v
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by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

A Word from Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

 On January 14th, we will be recommissioning our Stephen Ministers.  To remind you of the role of Stephen 
Ministers, I am including a story of a care receiver and what the Stephen Minister did to help her. 

 Mark and I had been married 26 years.  Our sons were 18 and 20.  We loved being parents, but with our 
younger son graduating high school, we were eagerly anticipating the empty nest and having more time for each 
other.

 In the fall, when our younger son started college, Mark began having stomach issues and back pain, which 
would linger for a few days and then disappear, only to reappear later.  He also developed a cough.  When his 
doctor ordered an MRI, the results were devastating—Stage IV pancreatic cancer, already in his liver and both 
lungs.  Mark was only 53.  

 Our lives were turned upside down.  I suddenly found myself trying to provide emotional support to Mark and 
our sons during the worst experience any of us had ever endured.  I wanted and needed to keep myself together to 
focus on caring for Mark, but I was emotionally drained—full of sadness and terrified of what the future held.  I 
had always been a “take responsibility for everything myself” kind of person.  However, I knew I couldn’t do this 
alone.

 I talked to my pastor about it, and she suggested matching me with a Stephen Minister.  I agreed and less than 
two weeks after Mark was diagnosed, my Stephen Minister came for the first of her weekly visits.

 It’s difficult to convey how important this Stephen Ministry relationship was for me.  Our pastor was wonderful, 
and we had an amazing amount of support from many other people, but the time I spent with my Stephen Minister 
was the only time in the week when I could truly focus on my own needs.  She was there just for me.

 My Stephen Minister let me know that, while she was very concerned for Mark, her role was to be my 
support—to listen and help me process what  I was feeling and going through, without giving advice or telling me 
what to do.  The consistency of our Stephen Ministry relation was crucial in helping me cope.  Her weekly visits 
became an anchor in my life—something I could rely on when everything else was so uncertain.  She was a steady 
reminder of God’s presence, helping me know I was never alone.  Although Mark and I chose to talk publicly 
about his condition, my Stephen Ministry relationship was completely confidential.  I knew I could share anything 
with her, and that’s where it would stay.

Continued on page 10
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Per Capita
(about that blue envelope in your box 

of weekly offering envelopes)

 In case you are wondering what the blue 
envelope near the beginning of your 2018 
offering envelope box is for, you are not the 
only one. “Per Capita” is the assessment each 
congregation pays for each church member 
recorded on their membership rolls. It is assessed 
by our denomination (Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A.) to cover the required administrative 
expenses to operate the Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly offices of each judicatory. 
These expenses are rounded out to $35 per 
member for 2018.

 Since the Per Capita is included in calculating 
our operating budget, not everyone contributes 
extra to this source.  Others prefer to do so in 
order to help ease a little of the financial burden 
that this places upon the church budget.  A little 
extra giving does make a difference when our 
congregation’s total Per Capita assessment is 
$28,651. Thank you to those who choose to help.

v v v

(about that blue church parking sticker)

 Members of First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 
are entitled to display a blue church parking sticker.  This is 
mounted on the inside of the front or back window of the car, 
wherever it is easiest to reach.

 Everyone attending worship is allowed to park in the 
church parking lots on Sunday mornings.  A parking sticker 
is not required for Sunday morning worship attendance.

 However, if you attend an event, program, rehearsal, 
or meeting at the church at any other time during the week, 
this sticker is a signal that your car belongs on the church 
lot.  Our east parking lot located to the east of Fellowship 
Hall and the Center for Christian Studies is leased to a valet 
company.  This blue sticker is a visual clue to them that you 
are a member of the church and entitled to park in the lot.  

 Other than on Sunday mornings and special events, 
the parking lot on the west side of Gleason Street, directly 
across from the front of the Sanctuary, is leased to the City 
of Delray Beach.  The blue parking sticker is not a substitute 
for paying for metered parking and you will receive a ticket 
from the city.  The visual reminder that this parking lot is 
allocated for church activities is the large Church Parking 
Sign and the covered parking meters.

 If you are a member of the church and are in need of a 
new parking sticker, see Nancy Fine on a Sunday morning or 
stop by the church office during the week.

v v v

“Everything Blue”

Parking Sticker

Annual Meeting     

The Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

will be held in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, February 4th 

immediately following the 
11 a.m. worship service.
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

 Remember to put on your calendars the dates for the Rummage Sale: February 8th, 9th, and 10th 
(Thursday, Friday and Saturday). This three-day event is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sales items 
will be both at the Holly House and Fellowship Hall.

 Drop Off Begins Tuesday January 16th and ends on Saturday, February 3rd. The drop off times will 
continue on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  Drop offs will be easier this year with 
our new circle entrance by Fellowship Hall.

 Donations: Tips for items to donate: good clean clothes and linens, housewares, toys, small appliances, 
electronics, and jewelry. Questions about a donation, contact Cindy or Marilyn.

 Volunteers: We need lots of helpers before, during, and after the sale. Use signup sheets that will be 
available in the weekly bulletins.  Please be sure to note what area, days, and hours you would like to work. 

 You can reach Cindy (374 8707) or Marilyn (274 0778) for more information about the Step-Above 
Rummage Sale - donations and volunteering. 

It would be tremendously helpful if you have the time to sort your donations:

Clothing, belts, shoes, purses – drop off at Fellowship Hall

Housewares, linens, books, electronics – drop off at Holly House

SAVE THE DATE!
Step-Above Rummage Sale
February 8, 9 and 10, 2018
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Star WarS: 
the LaSt Jedi

“Again Jesus cried out 
with a loud shout. Then 
he died. Look, the curtain 
of the sanctuary was torn 
in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, the rocks 
split, and the bodies of 
many holy people who had 
died were raised.” 
- Matthew 27:50-52 (CEB)
 
 December has returned, 
and with it one of the greatest 
challenges facing any film critic: 
writing about the new Star Wars 
film without revealing spoilers. 
No other franchise guards its 
story with such zealous, jealous 
ferocity. For many fans, even 
revealing what such-and-such 
character had for lunch in between 
space battles is as egregious a 
violation of trust as screaming that 
Darth Vader is Luke Skywalker’s 
father. So we critics must tread 
carefully. I’m writing this now on 
December 16th, the day after the 
film’s general release. If this piece 
was meant to be published online 
immediately after being submitted, 
I would be incredibly hesitant to 
move forward with the discussion 
of the scenes I have in mind. But 
since you will probably be reading 

this in January, I will assume that 
most of you have seen it. But 
for the few of you who haven’t, 
please be advised that beginning 
with the next paragraph we will be 
diving into minor spoilers of Rian 
Johnson’s Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi.

 The Last Jedi continues the 
adventures of ex-Stormtrooper 
Finn (John Boyega), Resistance 
fighter pilot Poe Dameron (Oscar 
Isaac), and Force-sensitive 
scavenger Rey (Daisy Ridley) 
as they battle against the sinister 
First Order. Much like 2015’s 
masterful Mad Max: Fury Road, 
the film is essentially one long 
chase scene where a group of 
ragtag survivors—in this case 
the remnants of the Resistance 
led by General Leia Organa 
(Carrie Fisher)—flee from an 
overpowered fascistic foe. One 
by one the survivors are picked 
off by the First Order while they 
desperately stall for time, hoping 
against hope that Rey will return 
from the far-flung reaches of the 
galaxy with Jedi Master Luke 
Skywalker (Mark Hamill). There’s 
only one problem: Skywalker 
refuses to return. Disillusioned by 
his failures to train and save his 
Force-sensitive nephew Ben Solo, 
now known as Kylo Ren (Adam 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Driver), he rejects Rey’s pleas for 
help and her request to train her to 
become a Jedi. Content to spend 
the rest of his days on the ancient 
planet Ahch-To, home of the first 
Jedi temple, he wastes away in the 
ruins of the once mighty religion.

 During his darkest moments, 
he visits the ruins of the temple 
within which reside the only 
surviving copies of the original 
Jedi scriptures. In a fit of anguish, 
he decides to destroy them, 
permanently erasing the Jedi’s 
knowledge and history. But a 
strange thing happens. A lightning 
bolt hits the temple and burns it 
down before he can. Astonished, 
Luke turns to find the ghost of his 
old Jedi Master Yoda standing 
behind him. Luke asks his old 
master why he destroyed the 
temple and the scriptures, and 
Yoda reveals that both he and Rey 
already know everything in those 

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 6

 Mark’s illness progressed rapidly—ten weeks of treatment, followed by six weeks of hospice and then his 
passing.  My needs changed as I went from being a wife to being a caregiver to being a grieving widow and 
dealing with everything that the loss of a spouse entails.  Through it all, my Stephen Minister’s love and support 
continued.  She was there for me at every stage of my journey.  It was never easy, but my Stephen Minister helped 
me through the most difficult moments of my life.

 I really can’t say enough about how much I appreciate my church’s Stephen Ministry.  The compassionate, 
consistent and confidential support of my Stephen Minister was so important in helping me cope—and then begin 
to heal.

 Taken from Care Mail of the Stephen Ministry Headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri.  To learn more about the 
Stephen Ministry at First Presbyterian in Delray, please call Rev. Kernie Kostrub at 276-6338, ext. 18.

AcTive STephen MiniSTerS AT firST preSbyTeriAn church of DelrAy beAch

Jane Amme    Evelyn Babbitt   Len Battifarano 

Thomas Eib    Jan Fisher    Bruce Gimmy  

Pat Phillips    Sandy Polane    Maryann Rana  

Hugh Strachan    Ellen Tuggle    Dick Walgrove

Jim Whitaker    Linda Whitaker   Etta Wilkinson

A Word from Kernie Kostrub, Associate for Pastoral Care
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Continued from page 9

that they refused to recognize 
Jesus as the messiah despite 
witnessing him perform miracles, 
when they saw the veil ripped 
apart revealing the sacred Holy 
of Holies within. Was it horror? 
Despair? Amazement? Who can 
tell. But the destruction of the 
old, no matter how terrifying, was 
preordained to coronate the new.  

v v v

old books and they would only 
serve to hold them back. If the 
Jedi must continue, the old faulty 
ways must be forgotten. The new 
must be protected from the dusty 
dogmatism of old.

 In ancient times, the Jews 
hid the inner sanctuary of their 
Tabernacle from outsiders with a 
massive veil. The veil symbolized 
mankind’s separation from God by 
their own sinfulness, and as such 

could only be crossed once a year 
by the High Priest on Yom Kippur. 
But the death of Jesus changed this. 
With his blood, God had ransomed 
mankind from its own corruption. 
Sin could no longer keep God 
from his children. And so the veil 
was torn. One can hardly imagine 
the panic felt by the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, Jews so obsessed with 
legalistic minutiae and holier-
than-thou self-aggrandizement 

Star WarS: the LaSt Jedi

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
by Maria Graham

 What a joy to be reunited with the Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study once again! Because many of 
us are snowbirds, we take a hiatus during the summer months and resume in October. We share our summer 
adventures and whatever concerns are on our hearts in a confidential and supportive atmosphere. Then we 
begin our Bible Study, forming bonds of friendship and growing faith in the process. We laugh, cry, question, 
and learn together, and are always happy to welcome someone new.  Come join us this year as we use the 
video series “Luther: Gospel, Law, and Reformation”, taught by Professor Phillip Cary, Eastern University. I 
guarantee you will be greeted with a smile and learn something new. Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
meets at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room.  Contact Linda Prior, 702-0245, for more information.  v  



NonProfit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
West Palm Beach, FL

Permit #3064

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies.  

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 6 p.m.


