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Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Church Administrator

 Mark your calendars and make your reservations for the Annual 
Congregational Dinner on Friday, January 20th at Benvenuto 
Restaurant in Boynton  Beach.  Our featured speaker is Dr. William 
Carl, III.  He will be preaching during the worship services on 
Sunday, January 22nd.

 The cost of dinner is $30 per person, and both First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach and Benvenuto are once again underwriting 
a portion of the event.  If you would like to contribute additional 
funds to help provide a scholarship to a deserving parishioner, we 
would gladly accept additional donations.

 You may make your reservation in the Courtyard following 
the Sunday morning worship services, on the church website under 
Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office.  All monies are 
due to the church office on or before the day of the event. v

DistinguisheD 
Preacher 
series

20
Please note 

that there 

will be only 

ONE worship 

service at  

11 a.m. on 

Sunday, 

January 1st.

  We are pleased to announce 
that William Carl, III has accepted 
our invitation to preach on Sunday, 
January 22nd as part of our 
Distinguished Preacher Series.

 D r. Carl is the Senior 
Pastor of the 2,200- member 
Independent Presbyterian Church 
in Birmingham.  He is the Past-
President of Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminar and former pastor of the 
1,700 member First Presbyterian 
Church in Dallas.  Dr. Carl is the 
author of eight books and multiple 
scholarly articles and reviews.  vo



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor

 

The STruggle To Believe
“I have faith; help my lack of faith!”

 Mark 9:24 (Common English Bible)
 

 Many who sincerely want to believe in God find believing to be 
difficult. Faith rarely comes easily. The only way it does come is when 
we accept where we are on our faith journey and go on from there. 
Longing to be someplace else along the journey accomplishes nothing, 
apart from frustration. 

 At the beginning of a new year, we cannot say I wish I was fifteen 
pounds less before beginning a New Year’s resolution of a healthier 
lifestyle. Eating better, exercising more and getting more rest must 
begin where you are. That is what the unidentified man in this story from 
Mark’s Gospel teaches us; we must begin where we are, “Lord, I believe, 
help my unbelief.” He begins from where he is. Within him is a mixture 
of belief and unbelief. He owns that when he speaks to Jesus.

 Each day we may know a little more of God. We can never know all 
of God. But instead of being occupied with what we don’t know we can 
say, “help me with my unbelief.” The man in our story approaches Jesus 
with both belief and unbelief. Rather than dwelling upon what he doesn’t 
know - or being troubled by what he doesn’t understand - he seeks Jesus’ 
help. There is present enough faith to seek more of Jesus. This is a more 
helpful approach to faith than those who claim they will not believe until 
they understand fully.

 The Christian faith is not established upon right beliefs, right 
doctrine, or on how much someone believes. The Christian faith is 
personal, centered upon the person of Jesus. Here, this man in Mark’s 
story instructs us that often we approach faith incorrectly. Rather than 
trying to understand all the mystery that is God, this man seeks out the 
person of Jesus; he seeks a relationship. To concentrate on what you 
don’t understand will destroy whatever faith you have. Accepting God’s 
love in the person of Jesus and making your love for him tangible in each 
day of life results in a faith that will grow from more to more.  v

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.
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No Place availaBle

“She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.”

Luke 2:7 (Common English Bible)
 

 No single incident in Jesus’ life captures more powerfully, and clearly, his reception here on earth: “there was no place 
for them.” In only moments prior to his birth, the words were spoken, “no place.” In his life, there would be no place in 
people’s hearts for a meaningful relationship with him. During his ministry, there would be no place for his teachings in the 
minds of those who heard him. In the synagogue, there would be no place for his prophetic message.  As Harry Emerson 
Fosdick once observed, “inhospitality was the central tragedy of Jesus’ life.”i

     Today, this remains a difficulty for Jesus, finding a place in our lives. It has been suggested that atheism – the denial 
of God’s existence – is not the major enemy of Christianity. The major enemy of the Christian faith is the inhospitality of 
those who will say that they believe in Jesus. Belief is important. It is the beginning place of a vital, life-giving faith. But 
belief without hospitality, belief without making a place for Jesus in one’s life, results in the suffocation of faith. Faith is 
nourished and grows in strength by an ongoing, daily relationship with Jesus. Neglect any relationship, fail to make a place 
for those who love you, and the consequence is the loss of that relationship. 

     Some will say that the difficulty is simply overcrowded lives. We have become increasingly busy and there is little “place 
in our life” left over at the end of the day. Few will question how busy we have become. That would be difficult to debate. 
The question that presses is, “Busy doing what?” What occupies the place of those hours that we are awake? We find places 
for the things we really care about. We may say that there is no place for Jesus in our life today. And then we say the same 
thing tomorrow. We then discover that weeks have passed without any meaningful time with God and God’s Word in the 
Bible. What is inescapable is that we gave our time to matters for which we cared more deeply than Jesus.

     Tonight is Christmas Eve. What we recall tonight is the birth of the Christ child. Most people know that, believers and 
unbelievers. But there is something else that happens on this night, something that we would do well not to forget. For the 
first time, the words, “there is no place” is spoken. There is no place in the guestroom for the family of Jesus Christ; no 
place for Jesus to be born. Someone once wisely said, “You can’t un-ring the bell.” Well, there is nothing we can do about 
those words spoken so long ago, “there is no place.” But tonight, as we remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus, we can 
answer for ourselves, “Will there be a place for Jesus in our life?”   v
____________________
i Harry Emerson Fosdick, “Hospitality to the Highest”, Riverside Sermons (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1958), 275.

Reprinted from the 2016 Christmas Eve Worship Bulletin
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 F irst Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach’s Youth Group is off and running! We 
welcome all ages from 3rd graders through high 
school. Starting on January 15th, we will meet at 
12:30 p.m. on Sundays after church.  Lunch will 
be provided.

 Most recently we had a Clean Up The 
Beach Party where we picked trash up from the 
beach and then had burgers to celebrate. As we 
were cleaning the beach, we had a young person 
we did not know come up to us and ask what 
we were doing. We told them we were cleaning 
the beach. They asked for a trash bag and 
began cleaning up the beach with their friends 
alongside us. This was a wonderful reminder of 
the power of action and how what we do through 
our faith can have such an impact on others. 
After we finished, another person came up to us 
and asked us if we had been cleaning the beach. 
When we said that we had been, they thanked us 
for all we were doing. In youth group, we talked 
about how we are all called to care for God’s 
creation which includes taking care of our beaches and each other. 

Please come join us for our next youth group and invite your friends!  v 

by Dr. Ben Sorensen, 

Director of Youth, College and Young Adult Ministry

Youth Group Update

January 15, 2017 at 12:30 p.m. ~ Dr. Thomas Tewell
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Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,025,630
Amount Received: $1,360,268

As of December 13, 2016

We Welcome to Our 
Membership

Maggie Bowers

Carol Epkins

Joseph Epkins

Ruth Johnson

Kenneth Miller

Courtenay Szakats

John Szakats

Treat Yourself and 
Help a Student

 The Deacons are hosting The Club Singers 
on Sunday, February 19th at 3 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  This outstanding choral ensemble is 
an all-volunteer group, non-profit organization 
that gives back to the community.  They provide 
scholarships to worthy music students and to 
organizations that promote the arts and charities 
to help their neighbors.  

 A  free-will offering will be collected to 
benefit the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund.  Mark 
this date on your calendar now and make sure to 
invite a friend or two to join you for what will 
be an enjoyable afternoon.  v 



6

Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

 Since everyone liked our quiz last year, I thought we’d do it again.  To see if you remember what we shared in our articles 
in 2016, match each person, event, or item on the left with one of the descriptions on the right.  It’s an open book test, and you 
can go back and read the old Spire newsletters to find the answers (visit the church website if you don’t have paper copies).  
Enjoy, and as you read, think about becoming a Deacon in 2017!

Match each person, event, or item on the left with one of the descriptions on the right.

If It’s January, It Must be the Deacons Corner Quiz! 

1.  Jen Buce

2.  Emannuel

3.  Mary Ann Rayna

4.  David Heisler

5.  Tom Adams

6.  Linda Molespini

7.  Blessing of the Pets

8.  Keith Neff

9.  Carly McNall

10.  Marie Buss

11.  Amanda Tidmore

12.  Diakonoi

13.  Meet Your Deacon Sunday

A.  The name of a Savior prophesied in the book of Isaiah whose name means, 
“God with us” of whom we sing in the Christmas hymn.  
B.  The person who was quoted as saying he first thought “Why me?” when 
asked to be a Deacon, but then turned that thought into, “Why not me?” after 
realizing what a difference a kind word and a friendly hello can make in our 
troubled world.
C.  This Deacons’ Scholarship awardee from 2016 went off to study Interior 
Design at Philadelphia University after actively serving in our local community 
on the Palm Beach County Youth Court. Trained by the Anti-Defamation 
League, she was also a mediator among her high school peers.    
D.  A Deacon; from the Greek meaning, “a person who serves food to other 
people”; this noun is related to another word that means “to kick up dust, as one 
running an errand.”
E.  This event raises money for the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund by encouraging 
our congregation and community to bring some unusual guests to a special 
service held in our Courtyard each year.  The guests get certificates after a 
blessing from the Pastor. 
F.  At this yearly event, Deacons wear nametags and serve lots of very delicious 
food to the members of the congregation, who get special invitations to attend.
G.  This nonagenarian helped sketch out the history of Holly House for me 
when I wrote about her and three of her “craftmates” last fall. I am impressed 
every Sunday when I see her confidently striding into church (walker in tow), 
especially since she told me she just purchased herself a new car!
H.  This Deacon is one of the most amazing organizers I’ve ever met. This 
individual makes the Deacons’ major community-focused project of the year 
runs smoothly and efficiently by interfacing perfectly with the Deacon team, 
Church staff, and multiple community agencies.   
I.  This Deacon, new to us in 2016, says he and his wife, Quisqueya, were the first 
to be invited to lunch by Doug and Grace Hood after their arrival at our church.  He 
is a commercial and residential real estate expert and his wife is an attorney.
J. This Deacon, part of one of our “Deacon couples,” summed up the role of 
the Deacons by saying, “Deacons do all the tasks, big and small, that make the 
church go, and grow.”
K.  This Deacon was a member of her small-town New York church for 51 
years before she came to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach, where she 
was surprised to find so many Presbyterians in one place!     
L.  Three Deacons “retired” last year and all echoed the sentiments of this 
individual who said, “We all pull together, showing love for First Presbyterian 
and each other. It’s not another job, it’s a labor of love – and fun too.”
M. This Scholarship awardee from 2015 continues on the staff of First 
Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach while at the same time getting straight 
A’s in her music studies a Florida Atlantic University, and volunteering for 
Habitat for Humanity.

Answers:  1 - H, 2 -A, 3 – L, 
4-B, 5-J , 6 – K, 7 – E, 8 – I, 9 – 
C, 10 – G, 11- M, 12 - D, 13 – F
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Deacons’ Christmas Tree Update

 Thank you to all who so generously gave your time and financial support to this project!  This year, 
we served over 640 children and were able to make donations beyond the requested gifts from our partner 
agencies.  An additional $1,235 was contributed to the agencies.  You have changed the lives of many, many 
local children and their families by sharing with others what God has so graciously provided to you.  
 As Paul writes to the Galatians when explaining what makes us different as followers of Christ, “The only 
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”  (from Galatians 5:6, New International Version)

Monday Morning Bible Study
by Maria Graham

 My husband’s dream has been to retire to Florida to eliminate snow shoveling from his life and 
replace it with year-round golf. Last winter we began our Great Experiment as Snow Birds by renting a 
condo in Delray Beach.  He was happy from day one.  I, however, had a hard time adjusting.  I missed 
my friends and church family, and felt disconnected and homesick – until I joined the Monday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study!  I discovered a lively group of women with a desire to learn and grow their faith.  
I felt welcomed right away.  Each class starts with a time to share joys and concerns, and the ladies 
feel free to speak in an atmosphere of confidentiality and loving support.  I made connections; I felt 
part of a community once more; I decided our Great Experiment was a success!  We have returned as 
homeowners this year, due in no small part to the Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study.  Our current 
study is the video course “The History of the Bible: The Making of the New Testament Canon”, taught 
by Dr. Bart Ehrman, Professor of Religious Studies at University of North Carolina.  Come give us a 
try on Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room in the Center for Christian Studies.   I guarantee you will 
be welcomed with a smile and will learn something new.  v 
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 Coming the second weekend in February is our very popular Step-Above-Rummage Sale, 
February 9th, 10th and 11th (Thursday, Friday and Saturday).  This three day event is open to the public 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 Bring your donations to the Holly House from 9 a.m. to noon, Thursday, January 5th, Tuesday, 
January 10th and Thursday, January 12th.  Beginning the week of January 16th, you can bring items 
daily any weekday and Saturday 9 a.m. to noon through Feburary 4th.  

 Tips for items to donate: good CLEAN clothes and linens, housewares, toys and jewelry. We also 
we need small working appliances and electronics. This year there will be NO furniture accepted.

Schedule for Donation Acceptance

  Thursday January 5 9 a.m. – noon Holly House
  Tuesday January 10  9 a.m. – noon Holly House
  Thursday January 12 9 a.m. – noon Holly House
  Mon. – Sat. Jan 16 – Feb 4 9 a.m. – noon Holly House

We will be unable to accept any donations after February 4th as we need to 
complete the tagging and cleaning in preparation for the rummage event.

Volunteers

 We need lots of helpers before, during and after the sale. Signup sheets will be available in the 
weekly bulletins by mid-January. Please note what area, days and hours you would like to work.  You 
can put these sheets in the collection plate or drop them off at the church office. 

 Please contact Cindy (374 8707) or Marilyn (274 0778) for more information about the Step-
Above Rummage Sale, donations, or volunteering.  All helpers are treasured and are promised a great 
opportunity to share fellowship as we help our church.

 
v v v

Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson
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Per Capita
(about that blue envelope in your box 

of weekly offering envelopes)

 In case you are wondering what the blue 
envelope near the beginning of your 2017 
offering envelope box is for, you are not the 
only one. “Per Capita” is the assessment each 
congregation pays for each church member 
recorded on their membership rolls. It is assessed 
by our denomination (Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A.) to cover the required administrative 
expenses to operate the Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly offices of each judicatory. 
These expenses are rounded out to $35 per 
member for 2017.

 Since the Per Capita is included in calculating 
our operating budget, not everyone contributes 
extra to this source.  Others prefer to do so in 
order to help ease a little of the financial burden 
that this places upon the church budget.  A little 
extra giving does make a difference when our 
congregation’s total Per Capita assessment is 
$25,889. Thank you to those who choose to help.

v v v

(about that blue church parking sticker)

 Members of First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 
are entitled to display a blue church parking sticker.  This is 
mounted on the inside of the front or back window of the car, 
wherever it is easiest to reach.

 Everyone attending worship is allowed to park in the 
church parking lots on Sunday mornings.  A parking sticker 
is not required for Sunday morning worship attendance.

 However, if you attend an event, program, rehearsal, 
or meeting at the church at any other time during the week, 
this sticker is a signal that your car belongs on the church 
lot.  Our east parking lot located to the east of Fellowship 
Hall and the Center for Christian Studies is leased to a valet 
company.  This blue sticker is a visual clue to them that you 
are a member of the church and entitled to park in the lot.  

 Other than on Sunday mornings and special events, 
the parking lot on the west side of Gleason Street, directly 
across from the front of the Sanctuary, is leased to the City 
of Delray Beach.  The blue parking sticker is not a substitute 
for paying for metered parking and you will receive a ticket 
from the city.  The visual reminder that this parking lot is 
allocated for church activities is the large Church Parking 
Sign and the covered parking meters.

 If you are a member of the church and are in need of a 
new parking sticker, see Nancy Fine on a Sunday morning or 
stop by the church office during the week.

v v v

“Everything Blue”

Parking Sticker

Annual Meeting     

The Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

will be held in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, January 29th 

immediately following the 
11 a.m. worship service.
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Celebration of Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is extended  

to the families of the following members  
upon the death of their loved one:

Edna Hohweiler  –  November 27, 2016

Mary Jane Sickel  –  December 14, 2016

Ruby Churchill  –  December 20, 2016

Monday Women’s Book Group
by Joyce Mauney

 Scrappy critiques, insightful comments, sympathetic nods, difficult questions, lots of laughs and 

clever women all come together when the Monday Women’s Book Group meets.  Everyone has a voice 

in choosing titles, in discussing the books, and in leading the discussions.  There is always room at the 

table for more.  Come join us for one hour on the first Monday of the month at 12:30 p.m. in the Center 

for Christian Studies.  (Note, the January 2017 meeting is on January 9th due to the holiday).  v 
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Blood Drive     
 You have a great opportunity to support your local community and save a life. We are having a blood drive on 
Sunday March 12th from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

 Why be a blood donor?  Every 2 seconds someone receives a blood donation.  60% of Americans are eligible to 
donate yet only 5% do.

 What do you receive? You will receive a mini physical that includes a blood pressure check and blood analysis 
based on twelve tests including hepatitis B and C, iron level and cholesterol.  But best of all, you will know you 
have saved a life. To get started, call Nancy Fine at 276-6338, ext. 10 or email her at nancyfine@firstdelray.com to 
set up an appointment time.

Share your power 

and start saving lives today!

 For 2017, Communion will be celebrated on the 

first Sunday of each month: January 1st, February 

5th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), March 5th, April 

2nd, May 7th, June 4th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), 

July 2nd, August 6th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), 

September 3rd, October 1st (World Communion 

Sunday), November 5th, and December 3rd.  In 

addition to those dates, Communion will be 

served on Maundy Thursday, April 13th (Deacon 

Envelope).

v v v 

Sacrament of 
Communion
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email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry of 
prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets once a week, on Wednesdays. from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the meeting room. These meetings are for the purpose of honoring prayer requests that come 
through our worship services or through the church office. Each request is handled with respect, 
confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a name and address, a card will be sent to confirm 
that prayer was offered during the week the request was received. You are invited to join this 
prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide 
additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.


