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Series

Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Office Manager

Mark your calendars and make your reservations for the Annual
Congregational Dinner on Friday, January 15th at Benvenuto
Restaurant in Boynton Beach. Our featured speaker is Rev. Barbara
Brown Taylor, one of Time Magazine’s 2014 Most Influential
People in the World. Rev. Taylor will be preaching during the
worship services on Sunday, January 17th.

The

cost of the dinner is $30 per person, and both First
Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach and Benvenuto are once again
underwriting a portion of the event. If you would like to contribute
additional funds to help offset the costs or provide a scholarship to a
deserving parishioner, we would gladly accept additional donations.

You may make your reservation in the Courtyard following
We are pleased to announce

that Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor has
accepted our invitation to preach on
Sunday, January 17th as part of our
Distinguished Preacher Series.

R ev.

Taylor is the Butman
Professor of Religion at Piedmont
College in Georgia. An Episcopal
priest since 1984, she is the author
of numerous books, including the
New York Times bestseller, An
Altar in the World.v

o

the Sunday morning worship services, on the church website under
Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office. All monies are
due to the church office on or before the day of the event. v
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W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor
Moderator – Presbytery of Tropical Florida

Jessi Higginbotham, M.Div.
Associate Pastor

God Will Guide Us

Jo Garnett, M.C.E.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
don’t rely on your own intelligence. Know him in all your paths,
and he will keep your ways straight.”

Donald J. Cannarozzi, M.M., J.D.

Proverbs 3:5, 6 (Common English Bible)

Associate Director of Music

The fall semester of my senior year in college would be in England.

Arriving at Gatwick Airport in London, I disembarked the flight, entered
the airport and immediately experienced considerable confusion. Standing
in a common area, bewildered by the signage, I felt a hand on my shoulder:
“This is the direction you want to go,” spoke a friendly voice. The
confusion cleared, my path was made clear, and I was on my way. I am
a reasonably intelligent person but that was a moment when I desperately
needed guidance.

Anyone honest about his or her own life journey admits moments

where guidance is welcomed. It is no mistake that high schools, colleges
and universities have “guidance counselors” available to their students.
Determining a direction in life is not something to be decided casually.
Nor is it a simple matter to discern God’s desire and direction for us as
individuals. There are simply moments when we are as bewildered as I was
when I stood in Gatwick Airport so many years ago.

These words from Proverbs provide help. Rather than be intimidated

by the vastness of choices and decisions to be made, Proverbs invites us
into a relationship with our creator, a relationship that moves from the
mind to the heart. There is a critical difference. The mind alone gathers
information, orders data and considers several reasonable alternatives. The
entire exercise can be accomplished without ever disturbing the heart from
its sleep. On the other hand, try building a relationship with a spouse or
friend solely on the arrangement of data. It doesn’t work. The heart senses,
feels, and longs to know and be known. There is knowledge that is simply
unavailable using the mind alone.

How shall we trust and know God with all our heart? We begin by

learning of God as God is revealed in the Bible. We continue by doing God’s
will as best as we understand it from our reading. There is no substitution
or short cut. Divine guidance only comes to those who daily seek it in the
scriptures. We become sensitive to the nudges and promptings of God until
one day we sense a hand on our shoulder and a voice that speaks, “This is
the direction you want to go.” v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the
name of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

Discipleship Matters
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

20 Minutes Alone with God
Sometime today carve-out 20 minutes for your spiritual development. If you don’t have 20 minutes today,

decide now when during this week you will come back to this. Mark that time on the upper right hand corner
of this page and place this whole newsletter on a nightstand, kitchen counter or next to the bathroom sink – this
page up. What’s important is that it remains in sight until you have completed this 20 Minutes Alone with God.

When you are ready to begin, read my column on the previous page, From My Heart to Yours. The title

of that meditation is: God Will Guide Us. Then, thoughtfully respond to these three questions, writing your
answer in the space provided. Then close with the prayer printed at the bottom of this page. For many people,
this will only take 20 minutes.

Next, subscribe to my weekly blog/meditation on the church’s webpage. Each Friday, you will receive

electronically another meditation. Repeat this exercise each week, answering these three questions in a Spiritual
Growth Journal. Try this for four weeks and let me know how this has impacted your life!
How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you?

What insight can you apply to your life this week?

What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or prayer to pray?

Pray: Implant Your Word deeply into my heart, O God, that I may know Your will more clearly and grow
in my trust of Your guidance in my life. Amen.
vvv
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Changing Lives: What We Do Together
Stewardship 2016

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood,
Senior Pastor

I

n my office is a framed cover
of The New Yorker magazine
dated December 18, 1948. This
cover depicts a snow covered,
white church with a front door and
a side door, both wide open to the
blistery, winter weather. Through
the front door enter tired people,
bent over with age, all dressed
in drab grey, one walking with
the assistance of a cane. Exiting
the side door are young children,
dressed in bright, primary colors,
each laughing and carrying a gift.
It is, for me, a visual parable.

T

he
discouraged,
disillusioned and broken seek the

shelter of the church. They enter
from a penetratingly cold world
that has worn them down. In the
shelter of God’s grace each are
transformed. They reenter the
world with laughter, the energy of
a child, dressed in vivid colors that
reflect a changed inner spirit. And
each carries a gift – for me that
gift is the hope of Jesus Christ.
Each has experienced a whole-life
transformation that is the result
of living into a relationship with
God and with one another. As
members of First Presbyterian
Church of Delray Beach, we are a
part of a revolution God initiated
to change the world.

I

invite you to join that
revolution. Your gift, regardless
of the amount, makes you a part
of what God is doing here. Pick
up an Estimate of Giving card
for 2016, available in the pews.
Simply decide your ability for
next year to join our life changing
ministry, complete the card, and
return it Sunday morning in the
offering plate or mail it to the
church office. You may change
your estimate at any time during
the coming year as your financial
situation changes. If you have
already completed your 2016
estimate of giving, thank you.
Changing lives; it is what we do
together.
		
v v v

We Welcome to Our Membership . . .
Brett Hanes
Tiffany Hanes
John Haverkamp
Judy Haverkamp
Fred Horenburger
Joaquin Negrón

Stephanie Negrón
June Parrish
John Schneider
Malorie Schneider
Patricia Sprinkel
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Faith and Fun for
Families and Children
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Don’t Miss Out on
a New Season of
Children’s Choir!
by Jim Poch,
Associate Director of Music

Happy New Year!!
Thinking about what is going to happen this year for children

and families at First Presbyterian Church? As the Children and
Family Ministry Team looks forward to a new year, there are a
number of great events to put tentatively on your calendars!

b

b

Sunday School will continue using the curriculum
Growing in Grace and Gratitude. The children will
be looking at Jesus’ life and how His life changed the
world.
Children and families will be invited to go gleaning on
Saturday, March 12th.

b
b

The annual Easter Eggstravaganza will be March 20th.

b

Summer Spectacular Sunday School will go into effect
over the summer with different special events each
week.

Vacation Bible School usually falls on the week after
school is over which will be June 6th through June 10th.

b

Welcome to the Lord’s House, a workshop for children
to learn how to be part of the worship of our church will
be presented on several dates during the summer.

b

Regular Sunday School will resume after Labor Day on
September 11th.

b
b

The Fall Festival, Putt’n Around will be November 6th.
Children will be invited to be readers again in the
worship services.

2016 looks to be a wonderful year! There will be fun
events for everyone!
vvv
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Children’s Choir for age four
and older will meet Sundays from 9:15
to 9:45 a.m., starting January 10th. We
will learn songs for morning worship
and the Palm Sunday celebration. We
hope that our rehearsals on Sunday
will offer the convenience of “one
stop shopping” for families coming to
Sunday School and Church anyway.
Take advantage of this opportunity
for fun, fellowship, and good music.
If you have any questions, please
contact Jim Poch (276-6338, ext. 24
or jimpoch@firstdelray.com).

vvv

Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

Were You Paying Attention?
As we begin a new calendar year, I thought it was time for a little quiz to see if you remember what we
shared in our articles in 2015. It’s an open book test, and you can go back and read the old Spires to find
the answers! Enjoy!
Match each person, event, or item on the left with one of the descriptions on the right.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

A. This event included a wonderful message from the Deacons’ pastoral
advisor, Rev. Jo Garnett. Some of the attendees got a bit rowdy and had to be
taken for a walk to calm down.
B. This couple, who were new to our congregation in 2014 and our Deacon
ranks in 2015, were quoted as saying that the staff at First Presbyterian Church
could “run the government”. They were motivated to be Deacons by taking Dr.
Hood’s course on “Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life … You and Your
Spiritual Gifts.”
Carol and David Lewis
C. This Deacon is also a choir member and has been one for 77 years. One of
The Deacons’ Fund Offering Envelopes the hymns he feels is particularly meaningful – partly because of its history – is
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand.”
The No Talent/Talent Show and Auction D. She is a 2015 Deacons’ Scholarship recipient who is going to Florida
Atlantic University to pursue her music career. She also has several nursing
Miles Knapp
certifications from high school studies. On Sundays, she can be found in the
Nursery or playing with the Bell Choir.
Andrea (Andy) Miller
E. This Deacon has now completed two years as the chair of the Deacons’
Christmas Tree project. She brought her own special enthusiasm and caring to
Marilee Shore
the task, as well as her contacts with local agencies, making the past two years
Blessing of the Pets
some of our most successful ever.
F. This Deacon couple met in Sunday School in Poughkeepsie, NY, and have
Rita Avery
been married for over 50 years. They are dedicated to community service and
have participated in “Midnight Runs” to feed the homeless in New York City
Amanda Tidmore
and a Habitat for Humanity build in New Zealand.
Pat and Lorraine Zimmerman
G. When not on Deacon duty, this Deacon uses her special gifts in serving as
a caregiver for elderly individuals and those with Alzheimer’s. She expresses
Bob Buddy
why she loves this work by saying, “Any time you can bring a moment of joy to
someone and lift them up a bit with God’s hope is precious.”
Jen Buce
H. Proceeds from this went to the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund. All told, this
year we collected $4,900.
I. Proceeds from this source are the primary means of funding for the Deacons’
ongoing works of service, such as providing short-term financial assistance to
congregants or members of the local community through the Transient Fund.
J. This Deacon and her husband (who is an Elder) run a very successful group
of auto dealerships in New Jersey. Her approach to facing obstacles in life is
“breathe in faith; breathe out fear.”
K. This staff member might easily be overlooked because much of the work
she does is behind the scenes and done during the workweek. Her contributions
to the refreshments for Meet Your Deacon Sunday are particularly appreciated.
L. This staff member was the technical hero of the No Talent/Talent Show
when he solved the sound problem that almost silenced the performance of First
Presbyterian’s own “Supremes”.

Answers: 1-F, 2-I, 3-H, 4-L,
5-J, 6-G, 7-A, 8-K, 9-D, 10-B,
11-C, 12-E
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Barbara Brown Taylor’s Visit –
Something You Don’t Want to Miss!
by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham,
Associate Pastor

I

W

had been a student at Columbia Theological
Seminary for less than a month when I began to
hear Barbara Brown Taylor’s name on a regular
basis. She was the celebrity everyone wanted
to cite. One student even dressed up as her for
Halloween. Affectionately referred to as “BBT”
around campus, she was a Professor Emeritus
and was frequently seen teaching special classes
or guest lecturing. I had my first opportunity to
meet her one afternoon, during lunch. She had just
finished writing An Altar in the World and agreed
to have lunch with a group of students to sit and
talk about her book and answer questions. It was
one of the best opportunities I had in all three years
of seminary.

hile I was home for Thanksgiving, I pulled
up an interview she did with Oprah Winfrey to
show my mom. Oprah asked her “Do you have a
daily routine?” She answered, “I do, I get up and
read, I meditate and then I plan the day. I plan for
only three things to happen per day.” Oprah’s mind
is blown and she immediately decides to start that
very practice. When Oprah has an “ah-ha” moment
inspired by our future Distinguished Preacher, this
might be something you don’t want to miss.

Barbara Brown Taylor is a woman who is not

afraid to speak her mind, live her life and be herself.
She’s honest, she’s direct and she shares herself and
her soul with us willingly. When I think about the
future of women in ministry, I think we need role
models like BBT. Young women need to look into
pulpits all over our country and see themselves.
Young Women need to hear their own voices
speaking through the gospels, and young women
need mentors who are humble and honest.

Barbara

Brown Taylor is one of the best
speakers I’ve ever heard. She’s one of the best
preachers I’ve ever heard. She’s one of the best
writers I’ve ever read.

You

see, when someone first mentioned
ministry to me I had never met a female pastor.
I knew they existed but I never knew one myself.
BBT wasn’t the first one I eventually met but she
was the first female pastor I knew who was an
exceptional preacher, teacher, writer, and human
being.

We are blessed to have Barbara Brown Taylor

visiting us in January. I assure you she is someone
you do not want to miss seeing.
vvv

Deacons’ Christmas Tree Update
by Mary Martinéz

Thank you to all who so generously gave your time and financial support to this project! This year, we served
over 365 children and were able to make donations beyond the gifts requested by our partner agencies. An
additional $600 was contributed to six agencies. You have changed the lives of many local children and their
families by sharing with others what God has so graciously provided to you.
As Paul writes to the Galatians when explaining what makes us different as followers of Christ, “The only
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” (Galatians 5:6, New International Version).
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

A Step-Above-Rummage Sale
February 11, 12 and 13, 2016
C

oming the second weekend in February is our very popular Step-Above-Rummage Sale, February
11th , 12th, and 13th (Thursday, Friday and Saturday). This three day event is open to the public from
9 a.m. to 3p.m.

B

ring your donations to Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m. to noon beginning on Tuesday, January 19th;
and continuing on weekdays and Saturdays through Saturday, February 6th. Hints for items to donate:
good CLEAN clothes and linens, housewares, toys, small working appliances, furniture that will fit in
your car and jewelry (which we accept ahead of time so we can get it ready with any repairs, organized
and priced).

W

e need lots of helpers before, during and after the sale. Use the sign-up sheets that will be
available in the weekly bulletins. Please be sure to note what area, days and hours you would like to
work. You can put these sheets in the collection plate, or drop them off at the church office. Contact
Donna King today for more information about the Step-Above Rummage Sale at 523-6091. All helpers
are welcomed and offered a great opportunity to share in fellowship as we help our church.
vvv

Sacrament of Communion
For 2016, Communion will be celebrated on the first Sunday of every month.

January 3rd, February

7th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), March 6th, April 3rd, May 1st, June 5th (Deacon Envelope Sunday),
July 3rd, August 7th (Deacon Envelope Sunday), September 4th, October 2nd (World Communion /
Deacon Envelope Sunday), November 6th, December 4th. In addition to those dates Communion will
also be served on Maundy Thursday, March 24th (Deacon Envelope).
vvv
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“Everything Blue”

Parking Sticker
(about that blue church parking sticker)

Per Capita

Members of First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach
are entitled to display a blue church parking sticker. This is
mounted on the inside of the front or back window of the car,
wherever it is easiest to reach.

(about that blue envelope in your box
of weekly offering envelopes)

In

Everyone attending worship is allowed to park in the

case you are wondering what the blue
envelope near the beginning of your 2016
offering envelope box is for, you are not the
only one. “Per Capita” is the assessment each
congregation pays for each church member
recorded on their membership rolls. It is assessed
by our denomination (Presbyterian Church,
U.S.A.) to cover the required administrative
expenses to operate the Presbytery, Synod and
General Assembly offices of each judicatory.
These expenses are rounded out to $35 per
member for 2016.

church parking lots on Sunday mornings. A parking sticker
is not required for Sunday morning worship attendance.

However, if you attend an event, program, rehearsal,

or meeting at the church at any other time during the week,
this sticker is a signal that your car belongs on the church
lot. Our east parking lot located to the east of Fellowship
Hall and the Christian Education Building is leased to a valet
company. This blue sticker is a visual clue to them that you
are a member of the church and entitled to park in the lot.

Other than on Sunday mornings and special events,

the parking lot on the west side of Gleason Street, directly
across from the front of the Sanctuary, is leased to the City
of Delray Beach. The blue parking sticker is not a substitute
for paying for metered parking and you will receive a ticket
from the city. The visual reminder that this parking lot is
allocated for church activities is the large Church Parking
Sign and the covered parking meters.

Since the Per Capita is included in calculating

our operating budget, not everyone contributes
extra to this source. Others prefer to do so in
order to help ease a little of the financial burden
that this places upon the church budget. A little
extra giving does make a difference when our
congregation’s total Per Capita assessment is
$24,310. Thank you to those who choose to help.

If you are a member of the church and are in need of a
new parking sticker, see Nancy Fine on a Sunday morning or
stop by the church office during the week.

vvv

vvv

Annual Meeting
The Annual
Congregational Meeting
will be held in the Sanctuary
on Sunday, January 31st
immediately following the
11 a.m. worship service.
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Stephen Ministers
by Rev. Jo Garnett

First Presbyterian Church is a Stephen Ministry church.

YOU play an important role

in our Stephen Ministry. Here’s what you can do:

PRAY

for God to bring hope and healing to hurting people
through our Stephen Ministry.

ACCEPT CARE from a Stephen Minister in your time of

need. God doesn’t expect you to bear your burdens alone.

xy

TELL A FRIEND, neighbor, coworker or relative who is
hurting about Stephen Ministry.

CONTACT

one of our Stephen leaders, Rev. Jo Garnett,
David Fellows or Dick Walgrove.
vvv
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Wonderful Wednesdays
by Kathy Smith

Wonderful Wednesday, Winter 2016 will be a Dinner and Bible Study led by Dr Hood at

6:30pm in the Sanctuary. Meet us in the Sanctuary even if you can’t make dinner. Dinner will be in
Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. prepared by Chef Lou Glesmann.
January Topics:
January 6th: “Three Stages in Religious Experience” Ezekiel 1:5-28
January 13th: “The Claims of the Church Upon Christians” John 20:21-22
January 20th: “The Old, Old Story” John 9:27
Save these dates for February and March:
February 3rd,17th & 24th
March 2nd, 9th &16th
Check the church website and worship bulletins for more information and to make your dinner
reservations. v

Blood Drive
You have a great opportunity to support your local community and save a life. We are having a blood drive on
Sunday February 21st from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Why be a blood donor? Every 2 seconds someone receives a blood donation. 60% of Americans are eligible to
donate yet only 5% do.
What do you receive? You will receive a mini physical that includes a blood pressure check and blood analysis
based on twelve tests including hepatitis B and C, iron level and cholesterol. But best of all, you will know you
have saved a life. To get started, call Nancy Fine at 276-6338, ext. 10 or email her at nancyfine@firstdelray.com to
set up an appointment time.

Share your power
and start saving lives today!
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Adult Sunday Forum 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.
Youth Fellowship
Sundays, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Our Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.
Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

