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Dinner anD a Movie 
(And Babysitting on Valentine’s Day!)

by Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

 Young Adults and Families: because Valentine’s Day can be 
expensive (sitters can be expensive too!) and because children also 
deserve to have fun, this February 14th the youth and Deacons 
of First Presbyterian will be hosting a children-only event.  
From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., children will be invited to eat pizza 
(including gluten-free!), play games, and watch a popular 
children’s movie. 

 Parents—please enjoy Valentine’s Day with one another!  
You can drop off your children, park at the church, and dine 
on Atlantic Ave.  Have your friends bring their kids to our event 
and go on a double date.  Sneak away for a movie.  Or stay home 
and binge your favorite Netflix series in your pajamas.  Do whatever 
you want, but please be back no later than 9 p.m.! 

 The cost is $20 per child and reservations are required.  100% of the 
profits will go directly toward the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund, which 
helps offset the cost of college for youth at First Delray. 

 To RSVP, please contact the church office (561-276-6338), visit 
the church website under “Upcoming Events”, or visit the welcome 
center in the Narthex.  v 

P.S.: Be on the lookout for more “Dinner and a Movie” 
events in the near future!



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

When the Door remains CloseD
 “Meanwhile, Peter remained outside, knocking at the gate.”

Acts 12:16 (Common English Bible)

 Here is a story for everyone – a story of someone who tried and 
failed, but refused to give up.  Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples.  At a 
critical hour, he failed Jesus by denying him three times.  But Jesus never 
failed Peter.  Following Jesus’ resurrection, his continued embrace and 
love for Peter launched Peter into a preaching ministry of considerable 
zeal and devotion.  Up and down the countryside, Peter gave witness to 
the power of the risen Christ to change lives.  Peter’s primary exhibit 
for his testimony was his own life.  Soon he found himself enmeshed by 
hostile forces and, finally, preached himself into prison.
 
 Prayers were made for Peter by the Christian communities that he 
had started, and that were now growing as a result of his preaching.  One 
night an angel came to Peter, placed the prison guard into a deep sleep, 
released the chains from Peter’s hands, and opened the prison doors.  An 
important detail of this miracle story is that the angel instructed Peter 
to place on his sandals.  The angel was able to place the guard into a 
slumber, release Peter’s hands from the chains that held him, and open 
the prison doors.  Yet, the angel held Peter responsible for placing on 
his own shoes.  Apparent in this small detail is that God will always do 
what we cannot do, but God will not do for us what we can do.  Peter was 
capable of placing his shoes upon his feet himself.
 
 Peter, now freed from prison, goes out into the dark, hiding in the 
thickness of the night from Roman soldiers, and makes his way to a 
home where he hopes to be received and cared for.  When Peter knocks 
at the outer gate, a female servant goes to answer.  Recognizing Peter, 
and overcome with surprise and joy, the servant runs back into the house 
with the grand announcement of Peter’s release.  Yet, in her amazement 
and delight, she forgets to open the gate and let Peter into the residence:  
“Meanwhile, Peter remained outside, knocking at the gate.” 
 
 Peter does not shrug his shoulders and walk back into the night, 
commenting, “It’s no use.”  Peter continues to knock.  Peter is resilient.  He 
will not give in or give up.  By his persistence, Peter reveals the grandeur 
of his trust in God’s continuing presence and care.  Many of us will stand 
– at some moment of our life – before a closed door.  The closed door 
may be a job opportunity that never materializes, a romantic relationship 
that is never found, or an illness that lingers – health seemingly more 
and more elusive.  Before that closed door, life asks, “Will you continue 
to trust God in the face of bitterness and disappointment?”  Peter stands 
before a closed door unafraid, determined to see it through.  His strength 
is located in God’s fidelity, demonstrated in his past.  That same strength 
is available to us when we stand before a door that is closed.  v
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“Can 
Retirement 

Be 
Purposeful?”

Sunday, 
November 10, 2019

v v v

Dr. Tom Tewell Mr. Skip Randolph

Would You Like To Make A Difference 

In The Life Of A Child?

 We are looking for several volunteers who would be willing to help in Sunday School, Bible Bunch, 

or in the Nursery.  All volunteers helping with children in any capacity will have to submit paperwork 

for a background check.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Grace Hood (gracehood@

firstdelray.com).
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by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

The Year Ahead

 Thinking about what is going to happen this year for children and families at First Presbyterian Church?  
There are a number of great events to tentatively put on your calendars!

 v  Sunday School will continue using the curriculum Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  The children 
will be looking at Jesus and how his life changed the world.  We are so excited with the growth we 
are seeing.  The  school-age children will be dividing into two classes.  Liz Landes and I will be 
dividing the group up after the Bible Story.  Mindi Cole is also helping. 

 
 v  The annual Easter Eggstravaganza will be on Palm Sunday, April 14th after the second service at 

12:30 p.m.  This will include pizza and salad, a special activity, and an egg hunt. 
 
 v  VBS usually falls on the week after public and private schools in the area are over so put June 10th 

– 14th on your calendar!

 v  Summer Spectacular Sunday School will go into effect over the summer with different special events 
each week.

 v  Welcome to the Lord’s House, a workshop for children to learn how to be part of the worship of our 
church, will be several dates during the summer.

 v  Regular Sunday School will resume after Labor Day.

 v  The Fall Festival, Putt’n Around, will be November 3rd.

 v  Hanging of the Greens will be November 24th. 

 v  Children will again be invited to be readers in the worship services.  

2019 looks to be a wonderful year!  There will be wonderful events for everyone!  v
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Session Report  
  
  During the month of December, the Session 
approved a baptism, received new members, and called 
the Annual Congregational Meeting for February 3, 2019 
immediately following the second worship service. 

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH DECEMBER
 
                                                           2017                      2018
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $817,008 $793,027

Other Operating Receipts 224,169 246,346

Investments Used 188,301 310,307

Operating Reserves ––– –––
 
Funding Sources $1,229,478  $1,349,681
 
Operating Disbursements $1,229,479  $1,349,680

We Welcome to 
Our Membership

Anita Briggs

Suzanne Emery

Elizabeth (Liz) Holda 

John Hodson 

Evelyn Hodson

Jeff McQuillan 

Lynne McQuillan Gayle

John (Jack) Reno

Suzanne Reno

Joyce Stabo 

George Stevenson  

Vickie Stevenson 

Anne Sturgis 
Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation 

is extended to the families of the following 

members upon the death of their loved one:

Eleanor Scholl – December 1, 2018

Cynthia Coher – December 31, 2018

Marty Baker – January 3, 2019
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Holly House
by Linda Prior

 Our Step-Above Rummage Sale is not your average rummage sale, where stuff is piled high on tables 
and in boxes.  This Step-Above Rummage Sale is like shopping in a department store.  Each department 
has its own area with merchandise conveniently displayed.  The Boutique has brand-name high-end items, 
sometimes with the tags still attached.  Shoes are arranged by size and can be tried on in a comfortable sitting 
area.  Bedding, towels, and tablecloths are in the linen department.  Kitchen supplies including glassware, 
flatware, sets of dishes, small electrical appliances, personal items, and knicknacks are in the housewares 
department.  The media area contains books, DVDs, and electronic games.  Kids clothes, toys, and games 
are organized in their own area.  

 Clothes are sized, priced, and hung on racks, and some of these items are new with tags attached as well.  
Sales specialists can help you make a selection or point out the boutique area.  A dressing area is available 
to be sure your purchases fit perfectly.  

 Arrive early for the best bargains.  The prices are fabulous and the merchandise is extensive.  Take a 
shopping break and purchase lunch between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.  We will also be having a bake sale in Holly 
House on Friday and Saturday.  For more information, call the church office (561-276-6338).  See the church 
website for information and directions.   v

Step-Above Rummage Sale
February 7, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

February 8 and 9,  9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
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“No Mom, I want The Cookie Monster!”  

Jeane Forrest has found a perfect dress.

Marilyn Zechman, co-chair of the 
Holly House, is checking out the linen. 

Cindy Pemberton, co-chair of the 
Holly House, is selecting a kitchen pot. 
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Annual Meeting     

The Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

will be held in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday, February 3rd 

immediately following the 

11 a.m. worship service.

  February is one of two months a year that our church family collects food for those in our community who 
don’t have enough to eat. We are asking once again for your help in meeting the very real, very basic needs of 
those who are the hungriest in our larger community. You can do this by picking up a simple brown bag with 
a “shopping list” stapled to it in the Narthex following the Sunday worship service. You may choose to “shop 
for” the listed items, however any canned products or boxes of non-perishable, unopened products you can 
provide will be greatly appreciated. 

 Food may be left in the Narthex during the week or on Sunday mornings throughout the month of February. 
Not a shopper? Donations are also appreciated, with your check made payable to “CROS Ministries” and placed 
in the collection plate on Sunday mornings throughout the month.  v

Fill a Bag, FeeD a FaMily



 In October of last year, Hurricane Michael did extensive damage to Florida’s Panhandle.  In response, the 
Mission Outreach Committee committed $2,500 from their Disaster Assistance line item to First Presbyterian 
Church of Lynn Haven to be used to provide assistance at their Session’s discretion.
 
 In December, the following note was received from their pastor, Reverend Lisa Martin:
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by Jeanne Heavilin, Mission Outreach Chair

MISSION 
Outreach Update

Dear Jeanne, 
How blessed we are by your generous gift!  To you and the members of 
First Delray Beach, I thank you for caring for your “kin” of First, 
Lynn Haven.  So many of our members lost their homes completely.  
Your thoughtful gift will be used to support a young family whose 
home was severely damaged and—because of the lack of work—
they are now supporting a grandparent...all on one salary. 
 
Please know how grateful we all are for your goodness in sharing 
with us.
 
My prayers are with you in gratitude and also with hope that your 
Advent and Christmas seasons are blessed beyond measure.

 -Pastor Lisa Martin



Christmas Eve Offering Thank You

by Jeanne Heavilin, Mission Outreach Chair
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 Our Christmas Eve Offering this year was dedicated to the First Presbyterian Church of Marianna, 
Florida.  Although not on the Gulf coast, Marianna sustained severe damage from Hurricane Michael.  Your 
love and concern for our brothers and sisters there is evident: you donated $11,669!  (We rounded it up to 
$12,000.)  

 This is a letter from John Wamsley, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Marianna:

Continued on page 11

 Such good news and such a blessing to hear about your church’s Christmas Eve 
special offering to help our church with Hurricane Relief.  It means even more to 
know it comes from a community of faith that has experienced what we are going 
through.

 Marianna, FL is about an hour from Panama City.  Hurricane Michael did not 
slow down after going on shore!  We experienced up to 150 mile per hour winds.  
The tree damage was as if a large tornado raked over our entire Jackson County.  
This meant many people were not even able to get off their property without chain-
sawing and debris removal, most were without power and water for 3-6 weeks.  
Many homes and businesses can be seen now as before they were hidden by trees.  
On a positive note - we now enjoy sunrises and sunsets as never before and our 
people are recovering together and recognizing the value of our “houses of God” 
as FEMA now call us.

 First Presbyterian Marianna has a very successful and effective Food Pantry 
and our Fellowship Hall also served as a distribution center for ice, water, tarps, 
food, cleaning supplies, hygiene and baby supplies, etc.  Many sister Presbyterian 
Churches have joined in with us in cleaning off people’s yards and land and 
helping people move to non-destroyed homes. 
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Continued from page 10

“3 PM on Oct. 10 as Michael 
going  over  Marianna 
sanctuary”.  Pastor Wamsley 
said a number of parishioners 
were riding out the storm in 
the sanctuary, with no power, 
and have no explanation for 
the illumination of the cross. 

 The Church campus itself had to have a new roof installed and we are now 
responding to interior damage.  We have been worshiping in our Fellowship Hall 
and the church body is resilient and patient.  We are part of an ecumenical group 
that is preparing the way for a Long Term Hurricane Recovery Team with funding 
(non-government) for Director and staff to handle volunteers and housing and a 
central distribution center.

 Your love offering of $12,000 will be used to help us with building repairs and 
we will use a good percentage for those in greatest need to offer relief and hope 
in Jesus’ name.  An example is a family of four whose home was destroyed by fire 
before the hurricane!  They were living in tents with nothing.  The man is a farmer 
and well respected with our Farmer’s Market.

 I will forward you a photo of an illuminated cross in a dark sanctuary we find 
an amazing sign of God’s Light and faithfulness.  

Thank you so much for your Christian love and generosity.

In Christ,
Pastor John Wamsley
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The God of the Living Room, 
The God of the Kitchen Table

[Spoiler warning for a faithful 
adaptation of a 45-year-old novel.]

  “The Holy Ghost will 
cause that child to shrivel up in 
your womb,” the mother hisses 
at the terrified young woman.  It 
echoes like a gunshot in the tiny 
Harlem apartment where the Rivers 
family had invited the Hunts over to 
announce that their nineteen-year-
old daughter Tish would be having 
their son Fonny’s child.  There had 
never been much love between 
Tish and Fonny’s mother, the 
imperious Mrs. Hunt, but nobody 
could have predicted the cruelty, the 
inhumanity, the evil of her response.  
“I guess you call your lustful action 
love,” she continues,” I don’t.  I 
always knew that you would be the 
destruction of my son.  You have 
a demon in you—I always knew 
it.”  The poison sprays from her 
lips as she curses the young woman 
she’s known her whole life—the 

same woman who grew up with her 
young Fonny as a sister, sharing 
the same schools, the same baths, 
the same love and affection from 
their community.  Yet now, blinded 
by her zealotry and horror towards 
Tish having a child out of wedlock, 
all she can see is a harlot.  And so 
she screams and rages to destroy 
this already scared young woman 
in a cloud of righteous fury.

 There are many poignant 
layers to Barry Jenkins’ revelatory 
adaptation of James Baldwin’s 
novel If Beale Street Could Talk:  the 
ghettoization of African-American 
communities, the victimization of 
black male bodies, the devaluation 
of black female ones, the possibility 
of love and hope despite inhabiting 
a broken, racist world.  Yet it’s 
this difficult, nauseating scene in 
the Rivers family’s living room 
that speaks to one of the more 
under-appreciated undercurrents 
of the film:  the difference between 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 13
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religion that restricts, and religion 
that restores.  On one side, we have 
the “holy roller” Mrs. Hunt and her 
equally judgmental daughters who 
rage against Tish’s getting pregnant 
in this, their only scene.  The 
set-up closely mimics the Pericope 
Adulterae, or the story of Jesus and 
the woman taken in adultery from 
the seventh and eighth chapters of 
the Gospel of John: they’re quick 
to persecute the woman, but are 
happily oblivious to the fact that 
it takes two to tango and that the 
man is equally at fault.  In fact, 
Mrs. Hunt explicitly says, in the 
same breath that she damns Tish, 
that God has already forgiven her 
son.  This is Christianity stripped of 
all the compassion and mercy that 
separates the message of Jesus from 
all the other world religions.

 But it’s far from the only 
depiction of faith in If Beale Street 
Could Talk.  There are two other 
scenes where characters pray, and 
they’re both notably at tables before 
meals. The first is when Fonny 
meets up with an old friend named 
Daniel after he’s released from a 
two-year prison stint for a crime he 
was wrongly accused of.  Daniel 
spends much of his visit reliving 
the dehumanizing trauma of his 

incarceration as Fonny silently sits 
and listens.  The second time is 
when Tish visits Fonny in prison 
with their young son after Fonny 
decides to accept a plea deal for 
a shorter sentence on a false rape 
charge.  Both scenes see damaged, 
wrongfully accused men reaching 
out for closeness with loved ones, 
and both end with meals provided 
by Tish, the first a sumptuous feast 
of pork and cornbread, the second 
a paltry handful of snack cakes.  
Yet both are spiritual healings, 
made explicitly religious by Tish’s 
insistence on praying before 
they eat.  Here we see the holy 
communion of believers sanctified 
by the grace of a God who watches 
and listens, who shares in our pain 
and suffering. 

 As Christians, we are called to 
address the brokenness of the world 
and not flinch from it, to love the 
sinner while hating the sin.  We all 
have a choice, then: will we love or 
judge; will we heal or punish; will 
we be Christians of the living room, 
or Christians of the kitchen table?  

v v v

Continued from page 12
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By Pat Breman

Home Town Sunday:  
A Celebration of our Origins

Sunday, February 17, 2019

 At First Presbyterian Church, we are truly blessed.  Our congregation is made up of members from all over 

the USA and beyond.  Unlike our hometown congregation where we grew up with each other, many of us came 

to Delray Beach as adults.  We may not know the person sitting next to us in the pew.  That person, sitting on 

your left or right, could be from your Home Town and you wouldn’t know it.  Home Town Sunday, sponsored 

by the Fellowship Team, is a very special day designed with activities to help us connect with each other.  So, 

let’s connect! 

 We know your local address, but where is your Home Town?  We hope that you’ve seen, and completed, 

the insert in the weekly bulletins regarding Home Town Sunday.  If you haven’t completed the short registration 

form, please do, and drop it in the Offering Plate or put it in the basket in the Welcome Center as soon as 

possible. 

 We have several fun and interesting things planned for this special event, and we need your information 

to facilitate these activities.

 Some important things to note about the schedule for Sunday, February 17th, are:

 1. The Home Town Sunday special activities will take place between the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.

 2. Since we will have both 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. attendees using the parking lot, please carpool with family 

members and/or friends if you can possibly do so.

 3. The 9 a.m. service will be slightly abbreviated, ending at around 9:45 a.m., and 11 a.m. worshippers 

are asked to arrive no later than 10:15 so that all can participate in the Home Town Sunday activities 

together.  This is a rare opportunity for the attendees of our two services to enjoy fellowship with one 

another during “the season”.
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 4. Fun activities are planned for the geographic areas of the United States...and the world...that represent 

the “Home Towns” of the members of our congregation.

 5. A special menu of geographic tasty “treats” is being created.

 6. The excitement and fun of Home Town Sunday will be maximized if we all participate and submit the 

registration form as soon as possible.

 7. You will have a “special state nametag” waiting for you when you check in on the 17th if you have 

registered beforehand.  If you are unable to register before the 17th, please don’t let that stop you from 

joining in this exciting event.  Come to check-in, and we’ll get you registered!

 8. Our goal is to continue to build and enhance the spirit of community at First Presbyterian Church of 

Delray Beach as we celebrate our Home Town connections.

 Please contact the church office (561-276-6338) with any questions.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for February 17, 2019 

between our two services!
v v v
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Fridays evenings


