
 We are pleased to announce 
that we have hired Len Battifarano 
as our Director of Membership 
and Discipleship. 
 
 Len was born in New York 
City, and grew up on Long 
Island in the Catholic Church. He 
attended New York University 
as an undergraduate, majoring in 
Economics, and went on to attend 
Columbia University’s School 
of International Affairs where 
he secured Master’s degrees in 
International Studies and African Studies. Over the course of his 36 year 
career as a professional in International Insurance, he lived abroad in 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Kuwait, India, and Zaire, and traveled to 
an additional 55 countries.
 
 Len joined Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church twenty-three years ago, 
where he later became a Trustee and was ordained as an Elder. He trained 
as both a Stephen Minister and Stephen Leader, and served as Leader of 
FAPC’s Stephen Ministry for 15 years. He went on to study at Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, where he completed his studies for Ordination as 
a Ruling Elder and Lay Pastor in the Presbytery of New York City, after 
which he served as Pastor at North Presbyterian Church for one year. Len 
has led worship services at FAPC, 
West Side Presbyterian, and the 
Bowery Mission, in addition to 
Easter Sunrise Service in Central 
Park, for the past 8 years.  v
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Membership and Discipleship

DistinguisheD 
Preacher 
series

  We are pleased to announce 
that Dr. Steve Eason has accepted 
our invitation to preach on Sunday, 
February 18th as part of our 
Distinguished Preacher Series.
 
 Dr. Eason is the former Senior 
Pastor of Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church, the fourth largest church in 
the Presbyterian Church (USA).  He 
has served on the Board of 
Trustees of Union Presbyterian 
Seminary and is currently 
working with Macedonian 
Ministries in Atlanta.  Dr. Eason 
is an accomplished author and 
has preached in pulpits around the 
globe.  v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

The Long Way

 “God’s riches, wisdom, and knowledge are so deep! They are as 
mysterious as his judgements, and they are as hard to track as his paths!”

Romans 11:33 (Common English Bible)

 The Long Way is a mid tempo country ballad written and recorded by American 
country music singer Brett Eldredge. Matthew Rogers co-wrote the song. Eldredge 
says that the song is “a look into what I want to find in love.”i Careful attention to 
the lyrics reveals how someone can get to know their partner on a deeper level by 
paying attention to the particulars and nuances of their life; by learning deeply about 
their history and hometown. Eldredge says that he co-wrote the song with Rogers 
during a time when he was looking for true love. Matthew Rogers was engaged to 
be married during the writing, and the circumstances of the two writers inspired the 
romantic lyrics.
 
 Here, in his letter to the Christian Church in Rome, the Apostle Paul shares 
that he has taken The Long Way in his deep desire to know God: “God’s riches, 
wisdom, and knowledge are so deep! They are as mysterious as his judgements, and 
they are as hard to track as his paths!” (Romans 11:33). Paul has sought “to track” 
God’s paths, to explore deeply all he can discover about God. Paul longs to bathe in 
as much detail of God’s backstory as possible; God’s riches, God’s wisdom, God’s 
knowledge, and God’s judgements. Paul wants it all. Paul has come to a deeper 
knowledge of God in the person of Jesus Christ and that knowledge – and personal 
experience of Jesus on the road to Damascus – has changed him. Paul dearly loves 
and constantly delights in his “heavenly Father” made real to earth in Jesus.

 The Long Way is a song that I wish I had written. I have downloaded the song 
and listen to it during my morning runs. “Take me the long way around your town. 
Were you the queen with the silver crown? I want the secrets you keep, the shine 
underneath. Of the diamond I think I just found. Take me the long way around.” As 
I approach the thirty-first anniversary of marriage to my wife, Grace, I can’t seem 
to discover enough about her. Grace is a diamond that I was fortunate enough to 
stumble upon so many years ago and my love for her seems to grow more expansive 
each day. Gladly, I take The Long Way in searching for the riches that makes her the 
woman she is. I don’t want to miss anything.

 Paul doesn’t want to miss anything about his Lord. In a world where we don’t 
have meaningful conversations anymore with those we love, distracted by this and 
that, Paul invites us to slow down. Put away the mobile phones and the iPads and 
social media platforms and listen to God in the Holy Scriptures, The Bible. Permit 
your mind – and heart – to take The Long Way to discover again this great and 
beautiful God we see in Jesus Christ. Once we have, our hearts will sing along with 
Brett Eldredge, “I didn’t think tonight when I walked in, I’d be falling for somewhere 
I’ve never been.”  v__________________
iKelly Brickey, “Brett Eldredge Gets Vulnerable About Love in ‘The Long Way.’” 
(Sounds Like Nashville:SpinMedia, August 11, 2017).
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© Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

Gettin
g Started Go Deeper

Develop CommunityInvite Others

•  Read the brief scripture provided.
    •  Read the meditation that follows scripture.

•  Thoughtfully answer each of the
    provacative questions.
    •  Pray the prayer provided.

•  Identify one to three others to share
    this process.
    •  Agree to meet weekly at a set
        time for 90 minutes.
            •  Each person takes a turn sharing  
 with the group their written
 responses to each question. 
 Take one question at a time.

•  Grab an additional copy of
    Heart & Soul Volume 2.
    •  Give to a neighbor, work
        associate, acquaintance and
        invite them to worship with you.

As we intentionally and regularly read the Bible devotionally, using a daily devotional guide 
such as Heart & Soul Volume 2, and reflect deeply on our response to the three provocative 

questions that are provided after each meditation, we become aware that we are, in fact, 
paying attention to God’s presence and call in our everyday lives. 
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

 “There are different kinds of 
gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
them. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. There 
are different kinds of working, but 
in all of them and in everyone it is 
the same God at work.”
1 Corinthians 12: 4-6 (NIV)

 My “day job,” as some of 
you know, is as a consultant and 
workshop facilitator. In my career, 
I have done a lot of both writing and 
speaking.  So, essentially, I’m using 
the same talents in my work life and 
church life. That’s true of many of 
us who are now, and have been, on 
the Deacon team. We each bring 
strengths and preferences that lead 
us to play the Deacon role somewhat 
differently. The wonderful thing is 
that the differing talents we bring 
all fit together to create a whole that 
works as a “body” to fulfill our work 
as Deacons.

 For example, how do my talents 
align with the needs of the Deacons? 
One of the tools that I have used 
with teams and individuals is an 
assessment of preferences called 
the “Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
(MBTI).” Everyone who takes 
the questionnaire gets a report 
that identifies their four-letter 
personality type. For example, I’m 
an ENFP. Very simply (and it’s 
much more complicated than this!), 
I get my energy from interacting 
with others (Extrovert) rather than 
from internally focused, solitary 
endeavors; I tend to see the big 
picture and come to conclusions 
without necessarily collecting a lot 
of data (INtuition); I lean toward 
decision making that is based 
on what the people or emotional 

Gifts Differing...There’s Not Just One Model for Being a Good Deacon

outcomes will be rather than what might 
be most logical or expedient (a Feeler); 
and given my druthers, I am likely to 
postpone judgments and see how things 
evolve rather than making decisions 
up front that create a lot of structure or 
schedule (they call this a Perceiver). 
I think this is a pretty accurate picture 
of me and why I gravitate to the types 
of work and service that I do. The other 
Deacons will tell you that I’m pretty 
“laissez-faire” when it comes to being 
the head usher, and everyone knows 
I’m always chatting away, getting more 
animated as I go!

 Many papers and books have been 
written based on the personality types 
that are described by the MBTI. One of 
those books is called Gifts Differing, 
presumably with a nod to the Biblical 
passage above. The MBTI says that 
while each person can do tasks that are 
not in their area of preference, they offer 
the most when they are working in their 
areas of strength and natural talent. So, 
some of us make great ushers, while 
others are incredibly good at getting to 
know and interact with the individuals 
in their flocks through calls and visits. 
Others keep us organized or orchestrate 
complicated special events like the 
Talent Show we had a couple of years 
ago or the Deacons’ Christmas Tree. Still 
others are great listeners and encouragers 
of their fellow Deacons – they keep us 
cheerful and make the work light, no 
matter what the challenges might be.
 I hope at this point you are asking, 
“So how do I find out if my gifts can be 
used by the Deacons and how do you 
become one?” We are always in need 
of more Deacons to assist us in “tending 
our flocks” and covering our ushering 
responsibilities, especially when many 
of our snowbird Deacons are away. 
The Deacons’ term of service runs from 

March through February. If you are not 
fulfilling an incomplete term left open 
by someone who had to step down, 
the normal commitment is three years. 
You can serve two three-year terms 
successively. Then you need to take a 
hiatus – but can return at a later time if 
you so choose. While the nomination 
process is completed for this year, we 
hope you’ll think about serving in the 
future. 
 How does the nomination and 
election process work?  Each year, a 
Nominating Committee for the coming 
year is proposed and voted on.  We 
did this at the Congregational meeting 
at the beginning of February. During 
the year, and particularly in the fall, 
this group collects nominations (those 
nominated by others and those who 
are self-nominated) for the Deacon 
role.  Deacon candidates are then voted 
on by the full Congregation at the next 
year’s February meeting. If you are 
hearing God’s voice calling you to this 
special ministry, Tom Adams or Kernie 
Kostrub would be happy to talk to you 
about the role and what is involved. If 
you feel you have certain limitations in 
terms of serving, please speak to Tom or 
Kernie anyway; we may be able to make 
an accommodation for your needs. We 
would welcome you in the next “class” 
of Deacons, and we can make use of all 
kinds of talents!
 And one more point: once you are 
a Deacon you are always a Deacon, 
meaning that, if you have served in the 
past, and want to assist in any way from 
time to time, please let us know!
 Now to each one the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given for the common 
good… All these are the work of one 
and the same Spirit, and he distributes 
them to each one, just as he determines.  
(1 Corinthians 12: 8, 11 NIV)
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We Welcome 
to Our Membership

Glenn Baldwin
Kathy Baldwin
Karen LeFevre
Cathie Miller
Tom Miller

Amelia Williams
Lorna Williams
Pryce Williams
Rhys Williams

Session 
Report  

  During the month of December, 
the Session received and examined 
new members.  They also approved the 
contract for Len Battifarano to join the 
staff as Director of Membership and 
Discipleship.

v v v

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,362,878
Amount Received: $2,814,508

As of 1/12/2018

Celebration of Eternal 
Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is 
extended to the families of the following members  

upon the death of their loved one:

Frank Heckrodt  –  December 18, 2017

Robert Davies  –  June 8, 2017

Jackson Anstedt  –  January 12, 2018

ASH
Wednesday

 Ash Wednesday, February 14th, is the 
beginning of Lent when we ready ourselves 
for Easter. Join us at noon in the Sanctuary 
for our Ash Wednesday Worship Service. 
We will read scripture, raise our voices in 
song, and consider the gift of God’s grace.

v v v 
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Following the worship service 

on January 14th, three former 

Olympians, Len Battifarano, 

Jan DeGroot, and Marshall 

Duane, enjoyed fellowship.

  February is one of two months a year that our church family collects food for those in our community who 
don’t have enough to eat.  We are asking once again for your help in meeting the very real, very basic needs 
of those who are the hungriest in our larger community.  You can do this by picking up a simple brown bag 
with a “shopping list” stapled to it in the Narthex following the Sunday worship service.  You may choose to 
“shop for” the listed items, however any canned products or boxes of non-perishable, unopened products you 
can provide will be greatly appreciated.

 Food may be left in the Narthex during the week or on Sunday mornings throughout the month of February.  
Not a shopper?  Donations are also appreciated, with your check made payable to “CROS Ministries” and 
placed in the collection plate on Sunday mornings throughout the month.  v

Fill a Bag, FeeD a Family
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Annual Meeting     

The Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

will be held in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, February 4th 

immediately following the 
11 a.m. worship service.

The Year Ahead

 Thinking about what is going to happen this year for children and families at First Presbyterian Church? 
There are a number of great events to tentatively put on your calendars!

 • Sunday School will continue using the curriculum Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  
  The children will be looking at Jesus and how his life changed the world.    
 • The annual Easter Eggstravaganza will be on Palm Sunday, March 25th. More details to follow.
 • VBS usually falls on the week after public and private schools in the area are over so put  
  June 11th – 15th on your calendar!  We will be using Group’s Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus.
 • Summer Spectacular Sunday School will go into effect over the summer with different special events  
  each week.
 • Welcome to the Lord’s House, a workshop for children to learn how to be part of the worship of our  
  church, will be several dates during the summer.
 • Regular Sunday School will resume after Labor Day on September 9th.
 • The Fall Festival, Putt’n Around will be November 4th.
 • Hanging of the Greens will be November 25th. 
 • Children will be invited to be readers again in the worship services.  

2018 looks to be a wonderful year!  
There will be wonderful events for everyone!

v v v

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

 We are just a few days away from the Step-Above Rummage Sale: February 8th, 9th, and 10th. This 
three-day event is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sales items will be both at the Holly House and in 
Fellowship Hall. Please note that 2 p.m. is the updated/correct ending time.
 
 People have been donating many good-quality pre-sorted items. Drop-off times are Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Our last day to drop off items is Saturday, February 3rd.  
 
 Thanks go to all the volunteers who have already helped to mark, hang and organize. Both the men and 
women of our congregation continue to help transform Holly House, the Fellowship Hall, the covered patio, 
and porches into several departments including jewelry, electronics, clothing, toys, housewares, linens, books 
and much more.
 
 We are also planning to have a cookout with food items for sale on Thursday, Friday and Saturday during 
the rummage sale times.
 
 Remember that the sale for church members and church attendees will take place Wednesday, February 
7th, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 
 You can call Cindy (374-8707) or Marilyn (274-0778) for more information about donating and volunteering. 
 

We will see you there, if not sooner!

Step-Above Rummage Sale
February 8, 9 and 10, 2018

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. -- Thursday, Friday and Saturday
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by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

A Word from Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

 One year ago, February 2017, I wrote my first Spire article in my role as Associate for Pastoral Care.  Thank you 
for your love and welcome to me and my wife, Darlene.  It is a joy to part of the ministry team headed by Dr. Hood.

 One of the ways Pastoral Care happens in the life of the church is through small groups.  Dr. Greg Oden, who 
will be with us on the fourth of March, writes in his book, Essential Guide to Becoming a Disciple, “Disciples 
need to continually interweave their lives with others.  This best happens in small groups of 3-4 people.”   I have 
found over my 40 plus years of ministry the importance of being in a small group for study, sharing and prayer.  I 
hope you have found this in your life.

 There are several small groups going on right now in our church such as:
 1. Sunday Adult Education Class (weekly at 10 a.m.), currently studying The Purpose Driven Life
 2. Men’s Fellowship (Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.)
 3. Thursday Morning Discipleship Group (weekly at 10 a.m.), currently studying The Purpose Driven Life
 4. Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (weekly at 10 a.m.)
 5. Women’s Monday Book Group (monthly at 12:30 p.m.)

 Feel free to visit any of these groups. More information is available online at www.firstdelray.com/grow/
adults. You can also check the weekly church bulletin for updates or call the church office (276-6338).

 A man in my first church, Broadway Presbyterian in New York City, joined a small group for the first time 
when he was 85.  Later he would say to others, “This was the best thing in my Christian life and I am so sorry I 
didn’t join a small group before I was 85!”

 I encourage you to take the next step and join a small group in 2018.  It may be the best step in your Christian 
life journey!  v

 Youth Group is going strong. We invite all Middle School and High School Youth to join us Sunday 
Evenings from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room. There are many special events planned which will take 
us off campus. For more information on these events, contact Grace Hood at gracehood@firstdelray.com. 
 
 More than 140 million Americans watch the Super Bowl each year; imagine the impact that we would 
have on hunger if each of those people gave just one dollar to help those 
in need. The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-led grassroots movement 
where thousands of young people join together to fight hunger and 
poverty in their communities. On Sunday, February 4th, the youth of our 
congregation will be at the exit doors collecting dollars and loose change 
donations for the Community Food Pantry. We will meet after the service 
for chili and to count the donations!  v

by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Youth Group is Going Strong
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Mission Outreach

by Jeanne Heavilin, Mission Outreach Chair

 First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach is considered to be a leader in our community because of our 
direct involvement in local mission work and our commitment to serve others here and throughout the world. 
YOU make that happen.

The Mission Outreach Committee thanks you:
 
 • FOR your help wrapping shoe boxes as our part of the Back to Basics Angel Program which provides 

new sneakers, socks, underwear and a small toy or trinket to elementary school students for Christmas 
throughout Palm Beach County. In December, we provided 50 shoeboxes to Pine Grove Elementary 
School here in Delray Beach.

 • FOR your generous support of our Christmas Eve offering. You donated over $11,800 to aid victims 
of Hurricane Irma in the Florida Keys. These funds have been distributed to the Presbytery of Tropical 
Florida, Trinity Presbyterian Church and Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church, both in Key West to 
help residents there to rebuild their lives and their communities. 

 • FOR your warm welcome to Andrew and Abbie Briggs and their sons Tobias and Jacob in December. 
Andrew is the founder of Freedom in Creation, an organization founded to rehabilitate boys and 
girls who had been conscripted as soldiers and sex slaves during the civil conflict in Uganda. It now 
manages a number of programs aimed at self-sufficiency for their families and villages. We originally 
met Andrew through his grandmother, Phyllis Evans, who was a member of our congregation, and 
have provided funding for some of the programs he has instituted. Andrew spoke about his work in 
his “Minute for…” presentation on December 10th. The immediate need for Freedom in Creation 
now is for a reliable truck (estimated to cost $15,000).

 • FOR your continuing support, financially and in volunteer hours, of the many local agencies we have 
assisted over the years. You can find the list at www.firstdelray.com.

Thank you for the difference you have made in countless lives, witnessing to the presence of Christ in our 
community and beyond.

-Mission Outreach Committee  v  
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies.  

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 6 p.m.


