
Day  2

Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for your constant provision in my life. Please accept my sacrifice of righteousness 
by giving what I can and help me put all my trust in You. Amen.

“Rejoice always. pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16

We don’t go to church to feel better about ourselves, nor do we go to see what 
we can get out of it to sustain us through the upcoming week. We go to offer 
Him our worship and our praise because He is faithful and we trust Him to 
be our provider spiritually, emotionally, physically and financially. As we look 
back I am sure we can see how His provision has worked in our lives. Do we 
not owe it to Him to show trust in Him by actions of giving and sacrifice?  
This is my belief and witness.

Power of Prayer - Mandy SingletonThe 
E xcitement 
is  Bui lding
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Day 1 Day  2

Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for your constant provision in my life. Please accept my sacrifice of righteousness 
by giving what I can and help me put all my trust in You. Amen.

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” Matthew 18:19‐20

The prayer of agreement is a powerful prayer, and it will work every time when it is put to 
work by faith. When we come together in agreement with one another and establish what 
is needed, our Lord Jesus Christ promises He will be in the midst of us to cause it to come to 
pass. We need simply  to be willing to partner with one another, and to seek agreement on the  
situation we are facing according to our understanding of the Word of God. By 
mediating on the Word of God daily with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and renewing 
our minds with the Word, we always know that we are using God’s Word to show us 
His will for our lives.

Seeking God’s Will Through His Word - Mercy Reyes‐Rubin

“Rejoice always. pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16

We don’t go to church to feel better about ourselves, nor do we go to see what 
we can get out of it to sustain us through the upcoming week. We go to offer 
Him our worship and our praise because He is faithful and we trust Him to 
be our provider spiritually, emotionally, physically and financially. As we look 
back I am sure we can see how His provision has worked in our lives. Do we 
not owe it to Him to show trust in Him by actions of giving and sacrifice?  
This is my belief and witness.

Power of Prayer - Mandy Singleton

Dear Father,  
We pray for the answer that is according to the Word of God.  
Amen.

A Message from Doug Hood, Senior Pastor 
Dr. Bill Kim of Korea declared in a message at Amsterdam that, “Prayer does 
not need proof – it needs practice!” I am confident that Dr. Kim is right. Further, 
I believe that a church that lacks power is a church lacking in powerful prayer. 
Convinced that good intentions for regular prayer has no 
power, only practiced prayer, this Prayer Guide is 
provided to launch our congregation into a shared 
experience of prayer for our building campaign. 
Through regular communication with God in prayer, 
we experience more power, greater calm and 
stronger confidence in God’s ability to accomplish 
much in our faith community. As our Distinguished 
Preacher this year, Barbara Brown Taylor once said,
“the greatest gift we get in prayer is God”. Prayer is the 
most powerful tool available for the Christian 
Church to transform its ministry, its mission 
and shared witness to Christ in the community. 
This is primarily because, as we grow in personal 
prayer, we pay less and less attention to our personal 
wants and needs and more attention to 
what God seeks to accomplish through 
us and our financial resources. 
Perhaps the best, and most 
powerful prayer, we can make 
these next 21 days is, 
“What would you have me 
do Lord, to participate 
meaningfully in this 
ministry of building 
for the next generation?”

It is a joy to share
this journey 
with you.

Doug Hood
- Senior Pastor
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Day 1 

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” Matthew 18:19‐20

The prayer of agreement is a powerful prayer, and it will work every time when it is put to 
work by faith. When we come together in agreement with one another and establish what 
is needed, our Lord Jesus Christ promises He will be in the midst of us to cause it to come to 
pass. We need simply  to be willing to partner with one another, and to seek agreement on the  
situation we are facing according to our understanding of the Word of God. By 
mediating on the Word of God daily with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and renewing 
our minds with the Word, we always know that we are using God’s Word to show us 
His will for our lives.

Seeking God’s Will Through His Word - Mercy Reyes‐Rubin

Dear Father,  
We pray for the answer that is according to the Word of God.  
Amen.

Day  2

Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for your constant provision in my life. Please accept my sacrifice of righteousness 
by giving what I can and help me put all my trust in You. Amen.

“Rejoice always. pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16

We don’t go to church to feel better about ourselves, nor do we go to see what we can 
get out of it to sustain us through the upcoming week. We go to offer Him our worship 
and our praise because He is faithful and we trust Him to be our provider spiritually, 
emotionally, physically and financially. As we look back I am sure we can see how His 
provision has worked in our lives. Do we not owe it to Him to show trust in Him by 
actions of giving and sacrifice? This is my belief and witness.

Power of Prayer - Mandy Singleton



Day 4

Dear Jesus, just as You challenged Peter to step out of the boat onto the waves  
of the sea, continually challenge us to trust that You will provide for us.  
Help us to share generously from the funds that we have to grow  
Your Kingdom here on earth. Amen.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits  
of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your  
vats will be bursting with wine.” Proverbs 3:9‐10

I think my first lesson on how to give came from one of my high school friends – 
someone I actually knew from Church School, and who eventually became an ordained 
minister. I visited her during our undergraduate college days when she was at Boston 
University – when neither of us had much money to spare. She told me that she always 
set aside her pledge to the Church first, and somehow, there was always enough left 
to cover everything else she needed. This experience made a huge impression on me  
at the time, and I have come back to my friend’s example over the years. As I have made 
decisions on how much to give financially to God’s work, I have prayed to have the 
confidence to carve out the Lord’s portion first and let the rest fall into place. 
I can’t say that I have always succeeded in giving as boldly as I might have, but this 
wisdom, based on the Scripture from Proverbs, has often helped me to step out more 
courageously when it has come to making a financial commitment. So, do the math, 
and then try to push it a little further; trusting God makes all the difference.

Overcoming The Fear of Giving Too Much 
 - Mary Martinéz

Day 3 

Happy Giving - Paul and Debbie Davis

Dear Lord, thank You for this day. We are grateful for all Your blessings. We choose to be 
positive and happy today so that we can make a greater impact today than yesterday. Please 
continue to help us free our hearts from hatred and minds from worry. Release us from the 
could nots, would nots and should nots that obstruct our life, clearing a path for You to use 
us to do Your great work. In Your Name we pray, Amen.

“Remember this, a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the 
one who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each make up your 
own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give reluctantly or in response to 
pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. And God will generously 
provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left 
over to share with others.” 2 Corinthians 9:6‐8

This verse speaks to several of the qualities we choose to live our lives by: hard work, 
conviction in our decision making, passion for believing in what we do, and happiness 
for the many ways in which the Davis Family is truly blessed! And, for all of our blessings, 
we understand that we have to willingly and happily give back. I believe Paul is trying to 
convey two important points in this verse. First, what a person gives should be deliberate, 
a matter of thought and planning. Our decision process for thinking about the Capital 
Campaign has been to first go back to all our blessings and all the wonders God has  
provided to us. Then, we sought to understand what this Campaign would do for the 
future of our spiritual home. Second, the gift should be given freely, not grudgingly 
but cheerfully. We remind ourselves that we should feel blessed that we have the ability 
and the opportunity to share in the life and growth of this church and congregation.  
As a family, we will reflect on the joy we receive from being a part of such a wonderful 
Christian community of faith and know how important it is in our life. That will lead  
us to the right, heartfelt decision on our commitment to the Capital Campaign.  
One of our favorite sayings is “attitude determines altitude,” and we believe this to be true  
in everything ‐‐ including our support of our spiritual home. This verse from Corinthians 
speaks to having a great attitude, especially when making your plans for a financial  
commitment to your church! So, following the guidance of this verse, we are both  
committed and excited to participate in this campaign with time, talent and financial 
support!



Day  6

Dear Heavenly Father, lead us to strengthen our faith by translating Your words  into  
our actions. We pray for Your blessing on the work we are doing in this place. Allow us to rise  
up as a faith community to build an even stronger foundation for the future, praising the name  
and glory of Jesus Christ in everything we do. 
Amen.

Power of Prayer - Rob Tanner

Day 5

Why Give? - Renée Joseph

I pray to our Heavenly Father that we can come together as a Church community and give of 
our abundance to help facilitate God’s will here in Delray Beach.
Amen.

“Brothers and sisters, we want to let you know about the grace of God that was given 
to the churches of Macedonia. While they were being tested by many problems, 
their extra amount of happiness and their extreme poverty resulted in a surplus 
of rich generosity. I assure you that they gave what they could afford and even 
more than they could afford, and they did it voluntarily. They urgently begged us 
for the privilege of sharing in this service for the saints. They even exceeded our 
expectations, because they gave themselves to the Lord first and to us, consistent 
with God’s will. You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although he was rich, 
he became poor for our sakes, so that you could become rich through his poverty.
A gift is appreciated because of what a person can afford, not because of what that 
person can’t afford, if it’s apparent that it is done willingly. It isn’t that we want 
others to have financial ease and you have financial difficulties, but it’s a matter of 
equality. At the present moment, your surplus can fill their deficit. In this way there 
is equality.” 2 Corinthians 8:1‐5, 9, 12‐14

In the book of Malachi, God says that if we are willing to give of our abundance, He 
will open the windows of heaven and pour out such a blessing that there is not room 
enough to receive it! Now that is quite a promise from our heavenly Father! He also says 
to “prove Him now herein”. Let us take God at His Word and prove Him now herein!

“Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken  
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the  
measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Luke 6:38

As believers and followers of Christ Our Savior, we can fully understand what this
Scripture is saying and know it to be true, but as human beings, we sometimes
hesitate to actually let go and trust God in everything. It is not that we doubt God or
the steadfastness of His promises, but it is easy to become overwhelmed by the
seemingly endless negativity that is always playing in the background of our lives.
However, when we listen too much to the words of this world, we lose our hold on
what God wants us to know: His words are our strength and the source of resilient
faithfulness. If we remain conscious of God’s goodness, it can stop us in our tracks 
when we start to become seduced by the noise of the world’s negative and discouraging 
messages that seep into our hearts and minds and make us fearful. God wants us to 
focus on His words in Scripture and use them to build a wall that binds us to Him and
separates us from our worldly ways. Having this focus helps us as our faith -- and
our ability to express this faith through our actions, is tested by the world around us.
Our faith is also challenged as we examine our hearts to learn what God expects of
us in support of the church enhancement program. In what ways and how much
does God want us to contribute? By giving of our time, talents, and financial
resources, we raise up His Name and honor the words written in Scripture.



Day 8  

Ruffled Feathers...But Now I Know - Maryann Rana

Day 7 

As you pray today, ask for God’s direction on how you can best express your joy and gratitude 
as you consider your financial giving. Amen.

Responding to The Abundance of God’s Love - Mary Martinéz

“We want you to know, brethren, about the grace of God which has been shown in 
the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy 
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of liberality on their part. 
For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of 
their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part m the relief of 
the saints ‐‐ and this, not as we expected, but first they gave themselves to the Lord 
and to us by the will of God.” 2 Corinthians 8:1‐5

In this letter, Paul writes to the Corinthians of the incredible generosity of the poverty 
stricken Macedonians, who gave financially to other struggling churches ‐‐ because 
they were so joyful and thankful to be part of the Lord’s work. Paul says that they “first 
gave themselves to the Lord,” and then their subsequent monetary giving sprang from 
their joy and gratitude after hearing and accepting the promise of Christ. We respond 
to the incredible grace of God’s salvation by studying His Word, connecting with Him 
in prayer, and through our outward actions ‐‐ applying our talents and spiritual gifts to
helping others, and giving of our financial resources. But monetary gratefulness often 
feels awkward and uncomfortable. When caught in this uncertainty, it is helpful to 
think of the example of the Macedonians: if we give of our financial resources as part 
of a “basket of thankfulness,” the whole picture changes. When giving financially is a 
response to the opportunity to know and serve God, it becomes a joyful and spiritually 
rewarding experience; one that simply completes our never‐ending gratitude for what
God has given us.

“Those who wait upon the Lord will gain new strength:  
They will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and  
not get tired, they will walk and not get weary.” Isaiah 40:31

I found that this passage from Isaiah can best be read starting with verse 40:28, “Do 
you know?” It is close to my heart, and must be so for Dr. Hood as well, since he has  
used it twice in his sermons so far this year! Last summer I was having a bad day 
and my feathers were more than ruffled. Listening to the the 5:00 a.m. news, the 6:00 
p.m. news (more and more Baaad news), I was exhausted and overwhelmed by the evil  
being done in our country and our world, and more than a little concerned about my 
grandchildren and their children growing up in this corrupt society. Who is going to 
help them, will they know where to go for help? We need to do something, anything, 
and NOW. Later that morning I stopped by the church office, and upon seeing Dr. Hood 
emerge from his office, and already being teary eyed, I croaked, “Dr. Hood will you pray 
for the world?” It probably crossed his mind to make a quick exit to Starbucks, but he  
responded that he would indeed pray. I realized that I immediately felt better for several 
reasons: he had agreed to pray; I was on hallowed ground; and because I was reminded 
that the Church has a direct line to God. A bit later, I received a message from Dr. Hood 
quoting this passage from Isaiah 40:31. I now see what we are to DO ‐‐ AND we are going 
to do it. This move to improve and reconstruct our church at this time is an answer to 
prayer – a positive step we can take in response to all that bad news in the world around 
us. Since Delray Beach has become a “go to place,” First Presbyterian Church has the  
opportunity to influence and raise hope in the many people who visit here. We have a 
chance to be the “bearer of Good News” now, more than ever, renewing confidence in 
a hurting society and turning hearts back to belief in God for our 
children’s sake, thus fulfilling our urgent need to “do
something,” Now I know.



Day 9 Day  10

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for our many blessings. We are blessed to have this
beautiful church to worship with our family and friends. This church, Your home, has been  
the corner stone of our lives as a beautiful place to enjoy worship, music, comfort and social
activities. We pray for Your guidance and ask that You help open our hearts. We pray for the
success of our Capital Campaign so that we may continue to spread Your love and Your word 
to our community by the Sea. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.

Nurtured by This Special Place to Do Christ’s Work in the World - Jim Fisher Lessons In Sacrificial Giving - Ed and Gail Jessell

Oh God, as we worship the Christ with joy, may we also be true to His teachings. May we reach out to 
those who have not heard the word and to those who hunger for nourishment. Make us mindful of our 
responsibility to care for the church that empowers us in this ministry of service. Amen.

“. . . [N]or will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the Kingdom of God is 
within you.” Luke 17: 21

We come to this special place, the First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach, to  
worship God, hear the Word preached, strengthen our faith, and confess our shortcomings. 
Christ tells us that the Kingdom of God resides in our hearts, and indeed it does ‐‐  
because of what happens to our hearts in this special place on Gleason St. Coming to the 
physical building, and the teaching and fellowship it offers, prepares us to go forth and 
touch the lives in our community. When we do this, the cross on our steeple then truly 
represents the loving arms of Christ to everyone. Having this special place in which to  
recharge, learn, and grow enables us to demonstrate the Love of God to those we 
encounter outside its walls. And by our ongoing support and caring for this church, we 
assure that First Presbyterian remains a light that continues to shine for all the world 
to see.

“Looking up, Jesus saw rich people throwing their gifts into the collection box for the 
temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow throw in two small cooper coins worth a 
penny. He said, ‘I assure you that this poor widow has put in more than them all. All 
of them are giving out of their spare change. But she from her hopeless poverty has 
given everything she had to live on.’” Luke 21: 1‐4

This Bible verse clearly speaks of financial sacrifice. Some can give a very large amount 
to the church and still not feel the burden in their lives; others will give only a small 
amount but will experience the sacrifice of true giving. The most important thing is to 
give from your heart.



Day 11 Day 12 

Heavenly Father, give us the strength and wisdom to sacrifice and give back  
to Your house what You have so freely bestowed to us. Guide our actions to  
reach deeply and find a level of commitment worthy of You and Your  
church by the sea. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.

Joy to the World - Abby Renner

“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house  
of the Lord” Psalm 122:1 
And what a house with which we have been blessed!
Delightful is the history of these buildings we are privileged to call our
church by the sea:
 Gibson Memorial Baptist Church 1924 – 1928
 Community Presbyterian Church 1928 – 1940
 First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 1940 – 1977
 Sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church of Delray 1977 –
 Improvement Campaign 2016?
Now the opportunity has come to us. This is the time for us to join the souls who extended 
or opened wings, had pot luck dinners and even those who just plain contributed … 
time, energy, money, talent, prayers to embellish and grace these walls, this house of God. 
It is our responsibility to open invitations to all who seek His blessings. The buildings, 
programs, ministries and worship services take the work and financial support of this 
congregation to continue our history of growth and welcome the future. The scriptures 
tell of God’s house being everything from a tent to a resplendent tabernacle depending 
on the ability and willingness of the members to provide. Our landmark spire is the 
symbol that illustrates our faith. We know a church is more than a structure, more than 
a responsible Christian community. The spire is God’s awesome and mighty way to light 
our path, guide our children and beckon folks to come in for the peace, joyful music and 
prayerful worship.

And Jesus answered the Pharisee, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Matt. 22:37) (Deut. 10:12)
 
How far will our love take us? How deep will we go?

God’s House - Pat and Lorraine Zimmerman

Dear Jesus, Help us to remember that You give us each day.  
All we need is Your guidance and love to live in a difficult world. Amen.

“Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the  
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:4

I feel as though God places many things in our lives to remind us of Him and the  
gifts He has been gracious enough to give us. This past week, I witnessed a young boy 
running on a sidewalk. As I watched him play, I noticed how he ran with no care in the 
world, a huge grin spread across his face with no worries of what was to come. We as 
Christians should strive to be like this each and every day, filled with joy because God 
loves us and has given us another day on this earth.



Day 13 Day  14

Thank You God for My Family - Elle and Tomas Many Gifts - Anonymous

“I will be exalted in the earth give you the Kingdom.”
Luke 12:32

“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be  
exalted in the earth.” Psalm 46:10

What is the most memorable gift you have ever received? Birthday? Christmas? A piece 
of advice? Or a “Just Because” gift? How did it make you feel? Do you get the same  
feeling when you give a gift? Not to diminish these gifts, but God has a much greater 
gift for us ‐‐ the Kingdom. There is nothing greater and He yearns for that hand‐in‐
hand relationship. Out of His good graces, the Kingdom is ours simply for the taking. 
God is willing to share all that He has; are we willing to share a portion of what He has 
given us?

Lord Jesus, thank You for showing us by Your example how we can share with others.  
Give us the courage to put the needs of others first and to help us to help them. Amen.Submitted by the children who are part of Parents’ Morning Out Program.



Day 15 Day 16  

Dear heavenly Father, help me to remember that all I have was provided to me  
by You for my benefit and for providing for the spread of God’s Word to the  
community around us. I realize the desires of my heart can only be  
accomplished with the help of You, God, and the renewal of a right spirit  
within me. Amen.

Abiding in God Means Always Finding Your Way Home - Jen Buce

“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.  
Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.  
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your 
righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.” 
Psalm 37: 3‐6

The desire of our congregation is to become more visible in the community and to
provide conveniences of more restrooms, more spacious parking, improvements to the
buildings and easier access to the Sanctuary by eliminating steps. Our ultimate goal is 
to be a spiritual haven in the community where people can come for spiritual comfort,
biblical education, and fellowship with other Christians. In God’s Word He always asks 
the people to first become right in their relationship with God, receive His love totally 
and then to show this love to our neighbors. We cannot know God unless we search 
the scriptures to know His attributes, become aware of His promises and what actions 
on our part are pleasing to God. It is only when we fully know God will we be able to 
trust in Him that He will do what we ask of Him. God promises that if our desires are 
righteous they will shine like the dawn, and the justice of our cause will shine like the 
noonday sun, which here in Florida by the sea is pretty bright.

Questions to Consider
• Do I know God and trust God?
• Do I delight in the Lord and have I committed myself to Him?
• Are my desires righteous and is there justice in our cause?

Letting God’s Righteousness  
Shine Through You - Evelyn Babbitt

“I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned.” John 15: 5‐7

Many years ago I was going through a difficult time in my life. I had not been 
to church in a very long time or believed in the power of God. My friend took 
a chance and asked if I wanted to join her in a Bible study class. I said “yes.”  
It was the best thing I ever did. That one Bible study class turned into two years every 
Monday night and led me back to First Presbyterian. Through this passage, John 15: 
5‐7, I learned that my struggles were not to be dealt with alone but with God walking 
by my side, and He would guide me through each and every one of them. I have had 
many Angels on my journey home, but I thank God for my friend who took a chance 
on asking me to that Bible study class.

Dear Lord, thank You for always being there for me when I may not have been with You and 
helping me find my way home. 
Amen.



Day 17 Day  18

His Love - Anonymous First Fruits - Bill Fisher

Lord, help me to be still, to feel Your presence, and hear Your voice so Your words will teach 
me the way to walk in Your image this day and always. Amen.

“Let me hear of Your steadfast love in the morning, for in You I put my trust. Teach 
me the way I should go, for to You I lift up my soul.” Psalm 143:8

Sometimes He answers our prayers right away, but often He makes us wait for an  
answer. Waiting on Him can prove our love for Him. Today and every tomorrow we 
need to ask for His guidance and blessings. And then be certain to thank Him for 
each one we receive. All He asks of us is that we love Him and do our best to obey His  
commandments. Love God and love your neighbor sounds much easier than we find 
it to do. Trust Him.

“In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the 
Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord 
looked with favor on Abel and his offering…” Genesis 4: 3‐4

When we give to God and others, we should have a joyful heart because of what we are 
able to give. We should not worry about how much we are giving up, for all things are 
God’s in the first place. Instead, we should joyfully give to God our best in time, money, 
possessions and talents.



Day 19 Day 20  

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of music. Help us to use it to 
enrich our understanding of our lives as Your children and to inspire us in all 
we do to be Your faithful servants. We ask this in the Name of Your 
Son our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Generosity II - Anonymous

“Sing to the Lord a new song because he has done wonderful things! His own strong 
hand and his own holy arm have won the victory! The Lord has made his salvation 
widely known; He has revealed his righteousness in the eyes of all the nations.
God has remembered his loyal love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; Every 
corner of the earth has seen our God’s salvation. Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all 
the earth! Rejoice out loud! Sing your praises! Sing your praises to the Lord with the 
lyre ‐‐ with the lyre and the sound of music. With trumpets and a horn blast, shout 
triumphantly before the Lord, the king!” Psalm 98 – vs. 1‐6

Throughout the Old and New Testaments music has played a critical role in the life 
of the Church. The role it has played in the individual believer is something that 
most of us don’t often talk about but have often experienced. Both the historic hymns  
of the Church and more contemporary praise songs ring with the joy of affirming  
our faith and thanking God for His abundant goodness to us. Music touches us in  
the  deepest part of our soul and mind and appears to stay with us throughout our lifetime.  
New research on Alzheimers disease has found that music therapy, in which songs  
familiar to patients from their past are played or sung, enable them to respond  
dramatically and they are able to sing along even if they haven’t spoken a word in years. 
Those of us fortunate enough to have been brought up in a church such as ours with a rich 
musical tradition have a vast array of hymns to illuminate our lives. I find hymns running 
through my mind with great frequency. Invariably they touch my heart, when and where they  
arrive unbidden, to speak to me. Hymns teach us theology as we sing about the birth, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and its meaning for the salvation of the world. Some hymns 
are prayers of confession or praise that are sung. Others are affirmations of faith. Some  
convey the comfort of God’s constant love and care for us, while others exhort us 
to work to work towards the realization of the Kingdom of God. Always, they
connect us to the rich history of experiences of fellow Christians
throughout the ages who have tried to live their faith in spite of the evil.

Why Sing? - Nancy Graham (Choir)

In Jesus’ Name we pray that You will empower each of us to find joy and contentment in  
our giving to others. Give us the humility to love and give without expectation of receiving  
anything in return. Make our joy come from the knowledge that we have made something 
better than it was before we gave. Amen.

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and  
willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18

Generosity never stands alone. It is always associated with other traits. It is a symptom, 
not an independent entity. Find a generous person and you will find contentment,  
gratitude, humility, love and compassion. That person cannot help but be generous 
because everything he/she is and has is tied up in relation to God. You can give 
without loving, but you can’t love without giving. What motivates us to give? God 
gives to us totally motivated by His love for us and His desire for us to love and 
worship Him.



Day 21

Dear God, thank You for loving us. Although we also proclaim our love for You, we confess that 
we do not always demonstrate that love. Help us, we pray, to show our love for You by the way  
in which we show our love and care for others.  Amen.

“When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” John 21:15

The above referenced verse is just one verse of several in Jesus’ instructions to 
Peter where, upon third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after He was 
raised from the dead, He stood on a rock and confronted Peter with the question, 
“Do you love Me?” Jesus asked Peter the same question three times, each time 
Peter affirming that he loved Jesus. Peter was hurt when Jesus asked him the 
same question a third time and responded, “Lord, You know everything; You 
know that I love You.” Then Jesus said to Peter, “Feed My sheep.”

My wife and I, two years ago stood at the same spot overlooking the Sea of  
Galilee where Jesus confronted Peter three times with the question “Do you love 
Me?” It was here that I asked myself the same question Jesus asked Peter. “Skip, 
do you love Me?” “Of course I do,” I answered. But, I asked myself, “What am I 
doing to show my love for Jesus?”

It is easy is to say we love Jesus. The question is, how do we show our love for 
Jesus? Recall the passage in Matthew 25, when Jesus said, “I was hungry and 
you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was  sick 
and you took care of Me, I was in prison and you visited Me.” Then the righteous 
inquired of Jesus, “When Lord did we do these things for You?” And Jesus  

Feeding God’s Sheep - John C. “Skip” Randolph

answered, “Truly, I tell you just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of My family, you did it unto Me.”

Words often come easy. Despite our proclaiming our love for Jesus, do we 
truly love Him if we fail to feed His sheep? Jesus admonished Peter who had 
previously denied Him three times and who now responded three times that he 
loved Jesus that he must do more than profess his love. He must put his love into 
action. We must do the same if we truly love Jesus.

There are many ways to feed God’s sheep. One of the ways is through contributions 
to our church, both with our time and our financial resources. Similar  
contributions come in the way we treat those who are in need and those who cry 
out to us for help. It is up to each of us to determine for ourselves the manner 
and the extent to which we will go about feeding God’s sheep. But, simply saying 
“I love God” is not enough. Simply saying “I love Jesus” is not enough. And, 
saying, “I love my neighbor” is not enough. Friends, if we truly love God, if we 
truly love Jesus, it is time to put our words into action. 

It is time to do love. 
It is time to feed God’s sheep. 
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