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Candlelight Christmas Eve

Dec. 2nd - 9 & 11am

Dec. 9th - 11am

Dec. 16th - 9 & 11am

Communion

“The Littlest Angel 

Choir” Children’s 

Presentation

Dec. 24th - 7 & 9:30pm

INSIDE . . .

“The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
doesn’t extinguish the light.”          
(John 1:5 CEB)

Come, 
Celebrate 

the birth of 
Jesus Christ

Christmas Eve  
Monday, December 24th

7 and 9:30 p.m.
Traditional Candlelight 
Services with Familiar 
Scripture Readings and 

favorite Christmas Carols

Please note that there 
will be only ONE worship 

service at  
11 a.m. on Sunday, 

December 30th.

Christmas Eve  
Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 6

The Littlest Angel Choir . . Page 9

Special

Music 

Presentation

Dec. 30th - 11am
Morning Worship Service



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

A FAith thAt is Deeply liveD
 “They will look like they are religious but deny God’s power.”

2 Timothy 3:5 (Common English Bible)

 Flu shots work by placing into the body the flu virus in such a controlled manner 
that those inoculated experience a mild form of the virus, yet become immune to 
the full force of the illness.  Experienced in its full force, the flu debilitates the body 
resulting in fever, dehydration, general malaise, and the absence from productive 
work.  For the very young, those in general poor health, and those of advanced age, 
death remains a present danger of the flu.  Few people would disagree that the mild 
form of the flu is preferable to the full force of flu symptoms.  Mild symptoms can be 
managed with little effort.  A full-on assault of the flu virus is a considerable struggle.

 The second letter to Timothy wrestles with a similar phenomenon in the Christian 
churches of his day.  Quite simply, it seems that many members of Timothy’s church 
have been inoculated with a mild form of Christianity and, thus, have become immune 
to the genuine article:  “They will look like they are religious but deny God’s power.”  
Present in the church are those who are complacent toward the faith – they accept it, 
are occasionally observant of its outward expression, but show no evidence of the 
faith’s power in their lives.  As Harry Emerson Fosdick once observed, they have the 
form of religion but have nothing to do with it as a force.

 Fosdick once shared with his New York City congregation that the saddest 
failure of the church is not hypocrisy.  The saddest failure of the church is seen in 
men and women who have not personally experienced power; people who have never 
gone down to the depths of their faith where the power of God becomes a reliable 
resource in daily living.i  What the church has always required to be a vital, dynamic, 
and powerful movement in the local community are church members who, through 
regular study of the Bible, regular prayer, and intentional decisions each day to live 
in obedience to what the Bible instructs, suddenly make a great discovery – it works!  
There is considerable power in the Christian faith for daily living; power that is 
unleashed when the faith is lived intentionally.

 The Christian faith was never meant to be simply a creed, a set of beliefs to be 
embraced.  When applied to every decision of life, the Christian faith becomes an 
inward source of power, overcoming fear, fortifying courage, and equipping a life 
that endures the inevitable storms that we all will face.  Personally and socially we 
are up against destructive forces.  Discouragement is a force.  Fear and disillusion is 
a force.  Failing marriages and deteriorating relationships with children are a force.  
So is the fear of terrorism and gun violence.  Each of these forces must be met with 
an equal force – the power of a risen Christ that is present in a personal faith that is 
deeply lived. v

________________________
[i] Harry Emerson Fosdick, “Christianity Not a Form But a Force.” A Great Time To Be 
Alive: Sermons on Christianity in Wartime (New York And London: Harper & Brothers, 
1944), 92.
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Distinguished Preacher Series

 We are pleased to announce that Dr. William 

Willimon has accepted our invitation to preach on 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 as part of our Distinguished 

Preacher Series.  

 Dr. Willimon is an American theologian and bishop 

in the United Methodist Church, who served the North 

Alabama Conference. He is currently Professor of the 

Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke Divinity School.  

He is former Dean of the Chapel at Duke University and 

is considered by many as one of America’s best-

known and most influential preachers. A Pulpit & Pew 

“Research on Pastoral Leadership” survey determined 

that he was one of the two most frequently read writers 

by pastors in mainline Protestantism alongside Henri 

Nouwen.  His books have sold over a million copies.  

He is also Editor-At-Large of The Christian Century.

v v v
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by Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

A Blue Christmas Coming Your Way?

You Aren’t Alone … 
Coping With Holiday 
Blues

 Amid all the joys of the 
Christmas season, there is also all too 
often sadness, loneliness, and times 
when many of us may feel a bit lost.  
While this is unfortunately a normal 
response to the holiday season, there 
are a number of things which we can 
do to keep those holiday blues from 
getting us down.  Here is a practical 
list of helpful hints:

• Keep expectations for the holiday 
season manageable.

• Remember that the holiday 
season does not automatically banish 
reasons for feeling sad or lonely.  
There is room for these feelings to 
be present.

• Try to let go of the past.  Don’t 
be disappointed if your holidays are 
not like they used to be.  Life brings 
changes.

• Do something for someone else.

• Enjoy holiday activities that are 
free, such as driving around to look 
at Christmas decorations.

• Don’t be afraid to try something 
new.  Celebrate the holidays in a way 
you have not done before.

• Spend time with people who are 
supportive and care about you.

• Find time for yourself. Don’t 
spend all your time providing 
activities for your family and friends. 

And remember that this is the holiday 
which celebrates the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  
So be strong, pray, and always know 
that the Light of our Lord shines 
through the darkest of nights.

The God of strength moves 
within us;
The God of courage hears our 
distress.
The God of hope reveals 
wholeness to us;
The God of healing touches us 
when we are broken.
When the pain overwhelms us, 
when the burden is too heavy,

We turn to our God, who is 
sustaining and redeeming.
When there is loneliness, when 
there is isolation,
We turn to our God, who is 
loving and present.
For God created us, redeemed 
us and sustains us,
And we are not alone.
Lead us in your ways, O God, 
and bring us your healing 
touch.

 And always remember, that 
even though we may walk through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
the Lord our God is with us always.

v v v 
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Session Report  
  
  During the month of October, the Session approved a 
baptism.  They also reviewed and approved the Mission Outreach 
Committee’s request to schedule a Mission Trip to Haiti in April 
2019 as well as the Deacons’ Scholarship Committee’s request to 
host a Dinner and Movie event to raise funds for scholarships.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH OCTOBER
 
                                                           2017                      2018
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $585,417 $554,898

Other Operating Receipts 178,658 190,038

Investments Used 222,310 285,589

Operating Reserves 52,744 114,206
 
Funding Sources $1,039,128  $1,144,731
 
Operating Disbursements $1,039,128  $1,144,731

Celebration of  
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is 
extended to the families of the following members  

upon the death of their loved one:

– Margaret (Maggie) Martin – 

October 21, 2018

– Barbara Ritthaler – 

November 12, 2018

We Welcome to Our Membership
Tim Astor

Carl Fedde

Cindy Fedde

Michael Genzale

Rebeca Genzale

Steven Peterson

Elizabeth Sherlock

Lisa Vlachos
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Christmas Eve Offering 2018
By Jeanne Heavilin, Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

 As many of us watched 
television coverage of Hurricane 
Michael devastating Florida’s 
panhandle in October, we were both 
grateful that it didn’t land here and 
overwhelmed by the destruction 
and loss there.

 Our Christmas Eve offering 
this year is dedicated to provide aid 
to victims of Hurricane Michael.  
When there is so much need, 
where do we start?  Our church 
office has been in contact with the 
Presbytery of Florida in Chipley.  
They identified First Presbyterian 
Church of Marianna as a church 
that is whole enough to assist its 
members and its community, and 
that knows what their specific 
needs are.

 The city of Marianna sits in 
the Florida Panhandle near the 
Georgia border and has just over 
7,000 residents.  First Presbyterian 
Church of Marianna, a historical 
church built in 1835 and with 
approximately 250 current 
members, has a long history of 
providing care to the community.  
According to Pastor John Wamsley, 
their Wednesday food pantry is 
now providing food to over one 
hundred families, a significant 
increase from the pre-storm days.  

In addition to food staples, they 
are also distributing baby items 
and cleaning supplies.  Pastor John 
says that they have become a mini 
distribution center to the town of 
Marianna, always serving with a 
listening ear to quickly identify 
needs of those dealing with the 
aftermath of Hurricane Michael, 
most especially those who live in 
rural areas. 

 The church is looking to 
provide long-term care now that 
power has been restored, though 
they estimate that it will take four 
months to clear the debris from 
the roads.  Pastor John says that 
with the nights getting colder, 
they are working with the local 

schools to provide blankets to all 
of the children to keep them warm 
over the winter.  He also says that 
though they have some damage to 
the church roof and need to make 
repairs, there are many who have 
nothing, and so their goal is to 
provide care where the greatest 
need is.

 “Out of Chaos, Hope” is 
the motto of Presbyterian  
Disaster Assistance.  When people 
know God, there is hope.  When 
people know that others are 
reaching out to them, there is hope.  
With our Christmas Eve offering, 
we can provide hope to our sisters 
and brothers in Christ in Marianna.

v v v

This Christmas Eve, Give HOPE
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by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

Sunday School News for December 30th

 There is one service on Sunday, December 30th at 11 a.m.  Children in the service will be invited to 
leave for a joint Sunday School/Bible Bunch activity after the Time with the Children.  Nursery care will 
be provided as usual.

Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24th

 There are traditionally two services on Christmas Eve.  These services are at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.  
Children will find special worship kits and activity sheets at both services.  The early service at 7 p.m. is 
more child oriented and will have a Time with the Children, and each child will receive a small gift from 
the church.  Children are invited to stay with their parents for this beautiful service.  Children are also more 
than welcome to attend the later service at 9:30 p.m. but there will be no special activity for them.  Nursery 
Care is available at both services.

s  s  s  s  s  s
 It is important for children to learn to pray.  Praying needs to be an integral part of the family life.  Do 
you need some great prayers for your children to say?  Juliet David has put together a book of many prayers 
for children.  Some old and some new!  Here are several specifically for December.

From 99 Prayers for Children by Juliey David:

Christmas

Loving Father,
Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
That we may share in the song of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds, 
And the worship of the wise men.
Amen.

Lord Jesus,
Wise men journeyed for miles
To bring you the first Christmas presents.
So may we, too, remember with thankful hearts
The love that comes with each present that we open.
Amen.

New Year

For each new year,
And everything it brings,
We give you thanks, Lord.
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“FAITHFUL LIVING,
GENEROUS GIVING”

2019 Annual Stewardship Initiative

 Join your church family for worship on

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

DECEMBER 2

as we pledge our financial support

for mission and ministry in 2019

This year FPC members will be invited to pledge on one of

two Sundays  –  December 2nd or January 20th  –  on the schedule 

most convenient for you and your family.  

Following the second pledge Sunday, the Follow Through Team

will begin contacting all those who have not yet responded 

with the goal of completing annual pledging 

by the end of January.

v v v
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Date: Sunday December 9, 2018

Time: During the 11:00 Service

Place:  First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 



Holly House

Holiday Gift Shoppe 
at 

Holly House
The holidays are just a few days away – don’t miss out!

by Linda Prior

 Get ready with beautiful handcrafted gifts made by the  
Holly House Ladies. You will find unique gifts for family and 
friends. There are lovely crocheted baby blankets, surprises  
for pets, quality jewelry, tree ornaments, Santas, villages, 
designer trees and wreaths, aprons, quilted placemats and runners,  
decorations for the coastal home, and much more. 
 
 The Gift Shoppe is open on the following days:  

• Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to noon  
 (closed Tuesday, December 4th)

• Saturdays, December 1st, 8th, and 15th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Sundays, December 2nd, 9th, and 16th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

 The last day for shopping is Sunday, December 16th. v

Christmas
by Suzanne Morris

Thoughts of spending more than a dime
Because of course, it’s Christmas time.

Children so excited too
With Santa, toys, and decorating to do. 

Holly House is the place to go
For décor and Santa’s Ho, Ho, Ho!

Wreaths and trees of many shells
Woven with such care and love 

And God’s appreciation from above. 
The ladies’ work is so fine

It is the giving feel of Christmas time.  
Some will receive a present or two

And some less well off,
Much needed money too.
Holly House is Divine, 

Particularly at Christmas time.

Busy Hands
by Suzanne Morris

Our church may have many demands,
But we have ladies with busy hands.

As the holidays begin to appear,
The good souls of Holly House work 

hard without fear.
We need many things by Thanksgiving, 

Christmas, and Holy Days,
So our ladies deserve the highest praise.

Their busy hands inspire love
from our friends and the  

Holy Father above. 

10
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Mission Haiti
By Jeanne Heavilin, Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” Isaiah 6:8

of the earthquake, she had texted 
her parents and told them she 
wanted to return to Haiti to build an 
orphanage. Brit’s Home was built in 
her memory.

 In addition to providing a 
home for 66 children orphaned 
by the earthquake, the Be Like 
Brit Foundation is still helping to 
rebuild the community of Grand-
Goâve, where 90% of the city  
had been destroyed and many 
Haitians still live in tents and 
temporary shelters.

 If you have ever thought about 
going on a mission trip, please join 
us next year in Grand-Goâve, Haiti 
from April 7th to 13th.

 Mission trips are just that: we 
will be on a mission to grow our 
faith and to bring hope, dignity, 
love, and empowerment to those 
we will serve. We will also 
discover new relationships, explore 
another culture, and gain a new 
understanding of extreme poverty. 
For these reasons and more, mission 
trips are usually described as life-
changing.

 We will be spending this week 
of service and exploration at Brit’s 
Home, an orphanage built by the 
Be Like Brit Foundation to honor 
Britney Gengal. Britney was one of 
four Lynn University students who 
died in the 2010 earthquake that 
devastated Haiti. On the morning 

 A typical day during our week 
might look like this:

Build or fix a home in the morning; 
Have lunch;
Enjoy an afternoon excursion in  
the area; 
Participate in activities with the 
children; 
Share dinner with the children; 
Have some group reflection time 
after dinner.

The total cost should not exceed 
$1,650 and includes in-country 
transportation, food, lodging, 
interpreter services, and evacuation 
insurance. The Mission Outreach 
Committee is working on further 
reducing these costs. 

For additional information, 
please contact Jeanne Heavilin 
(jcheavilin@gmail.com or 561-
901-8714). Deposits will be due by 
January 11, 2019. v
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Beautiful
Boy

  It shouldn’t—it couldn’t—
have happened to them. They might 
not have been wealthy, but they were 
well off.  The father was a writer, 
one of the few who could afford 
a comfortable living off his work 
with a book here, a Rolling Stones 
article there.  They had a beautiful 
house on the California coast, far 
removed from the scuzzy streets 
and slums of nearby San Francisco.  
Theirs was a cozy life of books, 
music, and finger paints floating 
through an endless Indian summer; 
in short, the perfect environment to 
raise healthy, happy children.  They 
were affluent, intelligent, loving, 
and to put an uncomfortable point 
to it, white.  So why, then, was 
their eldest son, their precious Nic 
Sheff—aspiring writer and artist, 
lover of F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
David Bowie, teenage prodigy 
accepted to six colleges—found in 
an alley with a needle in his arm?

  This incredulity lurks at the 
heart of Felix Van Groeningen’s 
astonishing Beautiful Boy, an 
adaption of David Sheff’s real-life 
memoir Beautiful Boy: A Father’s 
Journey Through His Son’s 
Addiction.  There have been many 
incredible films about addiction, 
but few have ever turned such a 
knowing gaze towards not just the 
addict, but the people who love 
them, specifically the emotional 
and psychological toll of caring for 
somebody they know they can’t 
truly help.  In fact, the addicted son 
Nic, brilliantly played by Timothée 
Chalamet, is merely a supporting 
character, drifting in and out of 
the film, stealing the POV for 
maybe 5 to 10 minutes at a time 
before returning it to the actual 
protagonist, his father David.  If 
Chalamet dazzles with his portrayal 
of a self-loathing addict, then Steve 
Carell gives the performance of 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 13
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Beautiful
Boy

his career as a father perpetually 
cycling through the five stages of 
grief.  We see his initial denial when 
he interrogates his son after he goes 
missing for two days and returns 
withdrawn and shivering.  We see 
his anger as he explodes at Nic for 
being stupid, his ex-wife in Los 
Angeles for not being present in his 
life, at himself for not being a better 
father.  We see him bargaining with 
his son, agreeing to pay for his 
college if he attends a detox clinic 
and spends half a year in a halfway 
house.  We see his depression as Nic 
relapses and OD’s again and again, 
breaking promise after promise.  
And finally, tragically, horrifically, 
we see his acceptance that he will 
never cure Nic and that the son, the 
beautiful boy he held in his arms as 
a newborn and raised to manhood 
with his own two hands, may have 
been dead this entire time. 

  Noted film critic Matt Zoller 
Seitz commented that the film 
Beautiful Boy reminded him of the 
most was William Friedkin’s The 
Exorcist (1973), as both center 
on parents struggling to save a 
child who seems possessed by 
evil forces, and indeed it’s easy 
to see otherworldly, supernatural 
horror in David’s eyes as Nic melts 
into a demonic gargoyle of hatred 
whenever he refuses to lend him 

money or demands he clean himself 
up.  But in writing his memoir, 
what David Sheff realized was 
that addiction does more than turn 
addicts into monsters, it strips the 
humanity from their support group 
as well.  In one of the most telling 
scenes in the movie, a tearful Nic 
calls his dad and asks if he can come 
home for the umpteenth time after 
robbing their house for drug money 
and watching a friend overdose in 
an alley.  An exhausted David gives 
him a flat, dead-eyed no.  He can’t 
take it anymore.  He’s not strong 
enough to survive watching his son 
kill himself and betray his family 
again.

  Miraculously, in real life Nic 
survived his ordeal and has been 
sober for several years, even writing 
his own memoir from which Van 
Groeningen borrowed heavily.  But 
let’s not kid ourselves—as residents 
of one of the national epicenters of 
the opioid crisis, we know the day-
to-day reality of living with and 
around addicts and that the success 
rate for recovery is miniscule.  The 
catharsis in Beautiful Boy, then, 
comes less from the triumph of 
Nic’s recovery (which is in fact 
largely glossed over at the end), and 
more in recognition of the emotional 
exhaustion addiction leaves behind 
on bystanders.  Knowing and loving 

Continued from page 12

an addict is difficult, superhuman 
work.  But you don’t have to do it 
alone.

  Consider one of the many 
scenes in the film where David 
attends an Al-Anon meeting with 
Nic.  Hanging above the empty 
auditorium is a banner emphasizing 
the three C’s of recovery: you didn’t 
CAUSE it, you can’t CONTROL it, 
and you can’t CURE it.  The key 
is understanding that the banner 
speaks for both patient and sponsors 
alike.  It’s not your fault.  It’s not 
their fault.  Remember: acceptance 
is the first step in recovery.  

v v v
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We Need Volunteers to Join the Choir
By Don Cannarozzi

 You may have noticed the choir has gotten smaller over the years.  While many 
people have joined the church since Doug got here, only a few have joined the choir.  
Our wonderful volunteer tenor, Mark Lester, moved to Atlanta, and our long-standing 
volunteer baritone, Laddie Bondor, recently retired.  And I want Laddie to know how 
much I appreciated his dedication through the years.  Other volunteers have either moved 
or died are otherwise no longer with us.  Right now we have no volunteer tenors, and 
Bob Buddy is our only volunteer baritone.  We have several alto and soprano volunteers, 
but we need more.  Although we have wonderful soloists, there is a big sound difference 
between a group of soloists, and a choir with a core of good soloists. 

 There is no audition or commitment requirement to join the choir.  If you cannot 
come every Sunday, or cannot sing for both services, we will still welcome you whenever 
you are able to join.  We have rehearsals Thursday nights, but if you cannot commit to 
spending your Thursdays at choir rehearsal, we always rehearse the following week’s 
anthem in between services. 

 I am willing to do individual coaching if you want extra help.  Additionally, Birgit 
and Dean are master teachers, and are always willing to spend some time teaching 
singing fundamentals. 

 Some churches have fully professional choirs, but I think that is a selfish approach to 
church music. When you sing in the choir you are contributing to the church’s ministry, 
and I also see singing in the choir as a personal ministry for those who volunteer.  I 
can’t help but think of Claire Clydesdale who died a few years 
back.  Singing in the choir was such a joy for her, and I still 
miss her smiling face.  The joy of singing for God every 
Sunday truly enriched her life. 

 And even if you have a small voice, think of 
Jesus’ parable of the poor widow who put a few 
coins in the treasury.  Jesus taught she gave more 
than those who gave from their abundance.  No 
matter the size or quality of your voice, if singing 
brings you joy, singing in the choir will be a great 
blessing for both you and our church.

 Please contact me if you have any questions.  My 
email address is dcannaro@hotmail.com.  v
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Home Town Sunday:  

A Celebration of our Origins

Sunday, February 17, 2019

 At First Presbyterian Church, we are truly blessed. Our congregation is made up of members from all over the 

USA and beyond.  Unlike our hometown congregation where we grew up with each other, many of us came to 

Delray Beach as adults.  We may not know the person sitting next to us in the pew.  That person, sitting on your 

left or right, could be from your Home Town and you wouldn’t know it.  Home Town Sunday, sponsored by the 

Fellowship Team, is a very special day designed with activities to help us connect with each other.  So, let’s connect! 

 We know your local address, but where is your Home Town?  As February 17th draws closer, you will find an 

insert in the weekly bulletins regarding Home Town Sunday.  We ask you to complete the short form.  Once you’ve 

completed it, please drop it in the Offering Plate or put it in the basket in the Welcome Center.  

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for February 17, 2019! 

v v v
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Sundays, 6 p.m.


