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Candlelight Christmas Eve

Dec. 3rd - 9 & 11am
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Dec. 24th - 11am

Communion

& Deacon

Appreciation

Special 

Presentation by 

the Children

Dec. 24th - 7 & 9:30pm

INSIDE . . .

“The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
doesn’t extinguish the light.”          
(John 1:5 CEB)

Come, 
Celebrate 

the birth of 
Jesus Christ

Christmas Eve •  
Sunday, December 24th

7 and 9:30 p.m.
Traditional Candlelight 
Services with Familiar 
Scripture Readings and 

favorite Christmas Carols

Please note that there 
will be only ONE worship 

service at  
11 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 24th and 

Sunday, December 31st.
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    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Dear hate

 “God is love, and those who remain in love 
remain in God and God remains in them.”

1 John 4:16b (Common English Bible)

 Dear Hate is a deeply moving song, written as an epistolary conversation 
with hared itself, introducing hate as a character “on the news today” and having 
the capacity to “poison any mind.” Written by Maren Morris, Tom Douglas and 
David Hodges and performed by Morris and Vince Gill, the song pinpoints the 
garden – presumably the Garden of Eden from the pages of Genesis – as hate’s 
origin. The voices of Morris and Gill, supported only by two acoustic guitars, lead 
the listener along a serpentine path from Selma, Alabama (“you were smiling from 
that Selma bridge”), to Dallas, Texas (“when that bullet hit and Jackie cried”), 
culminating in New York City (“You pulled those towers from the sky”). Yet, 
hope remains, “But even on our darkest nights, the world keeps spinning ‘round.”

 Hatred’s power, made visible, is answered three times by a confident 
affirmation, “love’s gonna conquer all.” It is then that the last chorus flips the 
narrative of hatred’s destructive ambitions to address love as someone who is 
personal and omnipresent. Though doubt is identified, “Just when I think you’ve 
given up,” the presence of love becomes unmistakable once again, “You were 
there in the garden when I ran from your voice. I hear you every morning through 
the chaos and the noise. You still whisper down through history and echo through 
these halls.” Love then speaks, “love’s gonna conquer all.”

 Here in 1 John, love’s name is revealed, “God is love.” More, a promise 
is made. Anyone who clings to love, not as a feeling but as intentional conduct 
towards others, will discover that they are, in fact, taking-up residence in God 
and God in them. It is precisely the demonstration of love toward one another, in 
obedience to Jesus’ example and command, that the reassurance of love’s power 
over hate becomes unquestioned. By the intentional and active force of love, 
given freely to others, Christians are able to abide in God and God in them, in a 
state of mutual indwelling. And it is precisely by this mutual indwelling that we 
know we are loved and that the very best hate can summon will not defeat us.

 Dear Hate stands among a growing canon of songs that grapple with 
hatred – most notably for this writer, Tim McGraw’s Grammy-winning, “Humble 
and Kind” – and offers a heartening message that love is stronger. Most days, it 
seems, the news swings the camera toward another appearance of hatred, moving 
among us at its foulest. All of us fight back tears and struggle with doubt. It is 
precisely at those moments that Maren Morris and Vince Gill seeks to encourage 
us with the good news, “love’s gonna conquer all. Gonna conquer all.”   v
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are hospitalized, please 
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Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 
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Advent MeditAtion

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr., Senior Pastor
The Ministry of a Deacon 

 The ministry of a Deacon 
is a wonderful call to service. 
Deacons are the “caregivers” of 
the congregation. In this large 
congregation, people have all kinds 
of needs – they are recovering 
from surgery, grieving, lonely, 
ill, or simply in need of Christian 
compassion and fellowship. In a 
very real way, Deacons are the 
hands and heart of Jesus Christ. 
In the Book of Acts, the sixth 
chapter, the disciples of Jesus 
launched the ministry of Deacons 
for that purpose – to care for the 
emotional, spiritual and physical 
needs of church members. Serving 

and enjoy the appreciation of 
the church each year with a 
complementary, catered lunch in 
the month of December with their 
spouses and receive a beautiful 
gift. If you are aware of someone 
who would serve well as the “hands 
and heart” of Jesus Christ, ask 
them if you may nominate them 
for this ministry, then contact the 
church office. Perhaps you have 
been looking for an opportunity to 
serve Jesus Christ meaningfully in 
this church and feel this is the right 
place for you. Self-nominations 
are encouraged and welcomed.  v

as a Deacon of  First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach is a 
privilege and a blessing. It is 
also an opportunity to experience 
spiritual growth as you care for 
others. As Deacons share in this 
ministry of compassion alongside 
one another, they come to know 
the membership of the church 
more deeply and develop a better 
sense of the burdens our church 
members carry. They become a 
ministry of hope to people who 
have become desperate for hope.

 Deacons serve for three years, 
receive training for this ministry 

 Every year at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, there is displayed, beneath the great Christmas 
Tree, a beautiful eighteenth century Neapolitan nativity scene.  In many ways it is a very familiar scene.  The 
usual characters are all there: shepherds roused from sleep by the voices of angels; the exotic wisemen from the 
East seeking, as Auden once put it, “how to be human now”; Joseph; Mary; the babe – all there, each figure an 
artistic marvel of wood, clay, and paint.  There is, however, something surprising about this scene, something 
unexpected here, easily missed by the casual observer.  What is strange here is that the stable, the shepherds, 
and the cradle are set, not in the expected small town of Bethlehem, but among the ruins of mighty Roman 
columns.  The fragile manger is surrounded by broken and decaying columns.  The artists knew the meaning 
of the treasure: The gospel, the birth of God’s new age, was also the death of the old world.

___________________________
From Thomas G. Long, “Foreword,” Journal for Preachers, Vol I, No. 1 (Advent 1981), p. 3.
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What Are We 
Waiting For?

by Mary Martinéz

 Advent is a time of waiting, 
anticipation, and preparation -- a 
very hopeful, and often inwardly 
focused time. Waiting is, in this 
context, a very positive action; it’s 
what we are meant to do in this 
season. 

 But this year, I am asking myself 
whether there is not something 
we should be doing in the face 
of the fear, hatred, and need that 
is looming so large in the world 
around us -- if there is not some 
action to be taken in the name of 
Christ whose birth and coming we 
are preparing to celebrate?  I’m 
wondering whether there is more 
to awaiting his arrival than our own 
personal spiritual preparation.  

 I know that so many of you 
who are reading this are continually 
working to help others and advance 
the ministry of our Lord, but what if 
we each chose one issue or need on 
which we could do something more 
as part of our Advent preparations? 
Might not this lead us to even 
greater inner peace and closeness 
with the Savior who cared for all?  
I think this would be a worthy way 
to prepare to celebrate his coming 

into this earthly world that, as the 
Scripture says, is “groaning” all 
around us. 

 What we choose to do should 
be whatever is most meaningful 
for each of us. If you care about 
hunger, volunteer at a food bank 
or soup kitchen, either for the first 
time, or with a few more hours 
than you normally commit. If there 
is an organization that you have 
been wanting to support in the 
world or the community, give a 
little extra to help those suffering 
from some of the recent manmade 
and natural disasters, or those who 
are immigrating to our country 
to escape the dangers and lack of 
opportunities in their own. Even 
better, find a way to personally 
connect with these people in need:  
we need to build bridges of love to 
those who are “different” if all of 
us are to survive and thrive. 

 What I have been wanting to 
do in the past few months is to 
help open greater dialogue in our 
community on issue of race. So, I 
am going to be seeking avenues in 
our community to lend my thoughts 
and talents to some effort of this 
sort. I hope that you too have a 
passion for some aspect of Christ’s 
work in the world and that you will 
take the opportunity of this Advent 
season to step forward and look for 

new ways to witness to God’s love.  
What are we waiting for?

Appreciation 
for Advent and 
the “Spirit” of 

Christmas
by Michaela Logue

Growing up in the United States of 
America means having Christmas 
be the “most wonderful time of the 
year”. The spirit of Christmas is all 
around us, from the music we hear 
on the radio, to television programs, 
and decorations all over town. All 
of this Christmas cheer does exactly 
that, it cheers us up and prepares us 
for sharing time with loved ones, 
giving gifts and enjoying much 
needed time off from our hectic 
lives. When I think of Christmas, I 
think of the story of Jesus and how 
he came to be such an integral part 
of our lives. The time of Advent 
in the Christian church literally 
means “the coming” of the nativity 
of Jesus Christ”. As Christians, we 
must all remember to get present 
to the fact that Christmas isn’t 
about gift giving and kissing under 
the holly. Christmas is a time to 
acknowledge “the coming” of a 
key figure in our spiritual lives. 
The birth of Jesus Christ was felt 

Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz and Michaela Logue

As the Communication Team for the Deacons, this month we 
thought we would both write some Advent thoughts for you. 

Continued on page 5
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We Welcome 
to Our Membership

Ann Gill
Heidi Hall
Joe Hall

Debra Peters

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,360,663
Amount Received: $2,565,074

As of 11/7/2017

Celebration of Eternal 
Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is 
extended to the families of the following members  

upon the death of their loved one:

Diana Beardsley – October 7, 2017

Patricia Oien – October 20, 2017

George “Brock” Stewart – November 8, 2017

Wauneta Skillman – November 11, 2017

around the world, with the three kings or 
“The Magi” coming from faraway lands to 
pay homage. I invite all of us this holiday 
season to do as the Magi did thousands of 
years ago. Stop what we are doing and pay 
homage to the grace and blessing of Jesus 
Christ being born and giving his life for 
us. The gift we should all be focused on 
this Christmas is the gift of love and of 
God’s grace in our life.  Instead of leaving 
cookies out for Santa Claus, let’s take a 
moment and read a passage or two from 
the bible on Christmas night, while we 
are surrounded by those we love. Let’s 
take the time to show God our love for 
him by dedicating a few moments to give 
thanks for his presence in our lives. In 
Isaiah 9:6, it states: “For a child will be 
born to us, a son will be given to us; And 
the government will rest on his shoulders; 
And his name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 
Prince of Peace.”  May this season of 
Advent bring you and your family peace, 
love, joy, and acknowledgement to our 
Lord, Jesus Christ for blessing us with his 
presence today as he did long ago upon his 
birth.  Joy to the World, the lord is come, 
let earth receive her king. Amen. 

v v v 

Continued from page 4
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Christmas Eve Offering 2017
by Ann Heilakka

 Each year we look in our local 
and international community to 
identify people in extreme need.  
In this year of ravaging storms, 
we are dedicating our Christmas 
Eve Offering to help those hit by 
Hurricane Irma in the Florida Keys.  
The eye of the storm went through 
the lower keys leaving a wasteland 
in its wake.  Many of our neighbors 
to the south remain homeless and 
are struggling to get back on their 
feet financially.  Some have lost 
their livelihood.

 The situation is so extreme that 
relief workers either need to be 
flown in and out on a daily basis 
or locally based so that they can 
travel home at night.  All available 
housing in the area is being used 
for displaced persons.

 In order to get our contributions 
there immediately, we have elected 
to partner with Peace Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Key West.  
Because the church itself sustained 
only moderate damage, they have 
been in a positon to offer shelter 
and assistance to others in Key 
West and the lower keys.  Pastor 
Larry Schenk of Peace Covenant 
writes:

 “B lessed, this positioned 
our church and its members to 
assist those in need in Key West 

and the Lower Keys.  We have 
assisted 15 Monroe County School 
teachers who lost their homes, with 
financial support.  We have helped 
dozens of others with rent and 
mortgage assistance.  Our members 
have labored helping neighbors 
recover, and we have provided 
supplies and other assistance in the 
restoration of many properties in 
our community.  Currently we have 
members working on the challenge 
of building and re-building 
affordable housing in the Florida 
Keys, and efforts are underway 
with many entities, public, private, 
and governmental, to address this 

need.  This will be a major focus 
for our church in the future.”

 First treasure:  with your 
help we will send this offering to 
strengthen and extend their reach 
into the devastated communities of 
the lower keys.

 Then time and talent:  in 
the new year we will undertake a 
boots on the ground mission work 
trip, flying from Ft. Lauderdale 
into Key West and from there by 
van into the communities that need 
work. 

v v v

Time, Talent and Treasure to the Florida Keys

A destroyed trailer park in Marathon, Fla. on Sept. 13. 
(Reuters/Carlo Allegri)
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 Good morning,

 Have you ever heard the saying 
“I want to address the Elephant in the 
Room ?”  Well today, that’s what I 
would like to do.  But don’t worry Doug, 
this time it is not about you…..it’s about 
the big, nasty construction project that 
has been going on around here.

 My partner Rob Tanner and I have 
truly been amazed by the graciousness 
of this congregation over the last six 
months.  How so you might ask ?  Well, 
six months ago we dropped a SCUD 
missile on this property, tore it all up, 
made you park in the dirt, mud and 
gravel out back, ruined a few pairs of 
shoes, got a few cars dirty, made it dark 
when you park here at night – but not 
a single one of you has complained.  I 
barely get questions on when it will all be 
done.  Actually, most of you have given 
us compliments as you can now see the 
transformation of the property occurring 
right before your eyes and how beautiful 
it is starting to look.  Again, thank you 
for the gracious, Christ–like way you 
have put up with all of this.  There was 
really no good way to go about it, and 
it has lived up to expectations as a big, 
messy project.

 Now that said, we are coming 
down the home stretch.  The new, re-
leveled, expanded front parking area 
off Gleason Street will be open by 
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 26th.  
You will be able to enter through the 
breezeway between the new Narthex 
and Fellowship Hall,  which include 
handicap access right to our side 
Covered Patio doors.  The expanded 
part of the back of the existing Narthex 
will also be open by November 26th, 
including our new bathrooms.  The 
new portion of the Narthex and the new 

main entrance doors under the expanded 
covered drop off area will not be open 
until December 24th.  The covered 
drop off area is opening on November 
26th, but not the new Narthex entrance 
doors just yet.  At the same time, in two 
weeks, we will be closing off the back 
lot and begin the final construction out 
there.  The goal is to have that also open 
by Christmas but it will be tight.  

 So, the bad news is you’ve had 
to rough it for six months, but the 
good news is we have just about 45 
days left, and the end is in sight.  If 
you have gotten a glimpse of what 
has really happened out front on the 
south side off of Gleason Street, it is 
amazing.  The amount of earth moved 
was colossal.  Then drainage systems 
were put underground to comply with 
the latest building and environmental 
codes.  It is now all paved, with lighting 
and landscaping just about complete, 
and it looks fabulous.  The quality of 
work performed has been top notch.  
The design has worked out perfectly.  
The access you will have to this great 
place of worship will be beautiful and 
incredibly functional.  I look forward 
to your comments once you see it all 
complete.  And if you don’t like it, your 
new nickname will be Mikey, you know, 
like the kid in the cereal commercial 
who doesn’t like anything.

 As for the fundraising for this 
project and the budget, just a few quick 
notes.  Our budget was $3.5M, and we 
are right on track.  We have a pledge 
amount of almost $3.4M, which is 
tremendous, especially in this day and 
age. If you can help push us over the 
top with a little more to reach that final 
4 % that would be fantastic.  We have 
collected about $2.6M of that $3.4M, 

so we have a bit more to collect in the 
next 12 months per the 3 year pledge 
timeline.  The best news is that we have 
not borrowed a single dime from the 
$1.9M line of credit we set up for this 
project, and expect that, at worst, we 
will only borrow $500K for a temporary 
period of time until the last funds come 
in.  That is far ahead of the schedule we 
laid out and will save us quite a bit in 
the way of interest payments that were 
budgeted.  The other great news is that 
we were able to squeeze into the budget 
painting the entire church facility, since 
it has been over 20 years since the last 
time that was completed, and we will be 
replacing the entire roof on our historic 
Fellowship Hall, which was stripped 
of its last shingles during the latest 
hurricane.  

 So the bottom line is we are on 
schedule for a December completion 
(knock on wood), on budget (knock on 
wood), the finished product is turning 
out to be even better than what the 
poster boards showed, and we really got 
our money’s worth.

 I want to thank my partner Rob 
Tanner for all of his hard work on this 
project – although I would have to point 
out he was in charge of making the 
mess and I was in charge of the new 
construction, along with tremendous 
support from Nancy and Aaron during 
the construction process and the 
coordination required from the daily 
upheaval.  We are truly blessed to have 
worked so well together to make this 
successfully happen on behalf of all 
of you who have also committed your 
time, effort and especially your financial 
resources to make this dream a reality.
 Thank you.     v v v

Construction Update
The following is the “Minute for the Construction Update”
that Kurt Bagwell gave in church on November 12, 2017.
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

 Shop at the Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House for beautiful handcrafted 
gifts made by our church members.  You will find unique items for family and 

friends.  There are knitted sweaters, mittens, cat and dog adorables, wreaths, 
jewelry, Christmas decorations, a Christmas Village, Christmas trees, tree 

skirts, and much more.

The Gift Shoppe is open through December 17th.   
 • Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to noon 
  (Closed Tuesday, December 5th)
 • Saturday, December 2nd from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 • Sundays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

 For information contact Cindy Pemberton (374-8707) 
 or Marilyn Zechman (274-0778).
 

HOLIDAY GIFT SHOPPE AT HOLLY HOUSE
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Blade RunneR 2049

  Blade Runner 2049 is, above 
all, a film of images. Bold. Brash. 
Breath-taking. Harrowing. The 
original 1982 Ridley Scott film 
set itself in a dystopic, retrofitted 
Los Angeles equal parts William 
Gibson cyberpunk and lurid neo-
noir. Now, over thirty years later, 
director Denis Villeneuve and 
cinematographer Roger Deakins 
envision that same world in the 
midst of environmental collapse. 
If the original was defined by 
nighttime and shadows, here is 
a film defined by its weather. 
And oh the visions of a planet 
gone mad. Vertiginous neon 
cityscapes drowned in endless 
rain, the exhausted denizens 
crowded into filthy corridors 
between whorehouses and 
genetics labs. Sterile concrete and 
steel buildings blasted white with 
scorching snow, the skies slashed 
by roaring police cruisers. Once 
mighty skyscrapers drowning in 
desiccating sandstorms. Barren 
wastelands pockmarked by 
fossilized trees. Even the interiors 
seem like devastated ecosystems. 
Here a scientist sits in a room 
surrounded on all sides by water, 
the roof, walls, and hallways 
shimmering with light like the 
undersides of ocean waves. And 
here works a programmer trapped 
in a glass prison, her only escape 
the forests and snowstorms she 
can conjure up with her computer. 
Villeneuve and Deakins see a 

world where humans simply don’t 
matter anymore; they have been 
subjugated by the grim totality of 
the images surrounding them. Yes, 
here is a film of images. But it’s 
also a film of great faith, or at the 
very least the search for one.

 At the heart of the film are 
replicants, bioengineered androids 
“born” with artificially implanted 
memories who are used as slave 
labor in mankind’s first feeble 
colonies throughout the galaxy. 
To control them, they’re given 
artificially shortened lifespans. 
But despite their creator’s best 
efforts, many replicants eventually 
rebel against their masters and 
flee to earth where their human-
like appearance grants them 
anonymity. It’s the task of the 
LAPD’s “blade runners” to track 
the replicants down and “retire” 
them. All of which begs a number 
of simple questions. Why create 
robots with any capacity for 
free will? Why taunt them with 
memories of fake pasts? Why 
give them the knowledge of 
their shortened lifespans? Why 
make them humanoid at all? The 
original film—and to an extent 
the original Philip K. Dick novel 
Do Androids Dream of Electric 
Sheep? it was loosely based on—
suggests that it might come from 
an innate need on mankind’s 
part to transcend God. Nowhere 
is this more apparent than in the 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

slogan for the Tyrell Corporation, 
inventors and manufacturers of the 
first replicants: “More human than 
human.”

 The first film followed Rick 
Deckard (Harrison Ford), a gruff 
runner tasked with “retiring” 
a group of militant replicants 
who falls in love with Rachael 
(Sean Young), an experimental 
model fresh from Tyrell who 
genuinely believes herself to be 
human. Depending on the cut 
you watched, the film ended with 
considerable ambiguity as to 
whether Deckard is in fact human. 
But in Blade Runner 2049 there is 
no ambiguity: it’s protagonist K 
(Ryan Gosling) is a replicant. But 
he’s also a blade runner, making 
him the perfect tool for hunting 
down his own kind. The film 
opens with K “retiring” a replicant 
living in the countryside who 
mutters to him about witnessing 
a miracle. While investigating his 
farm for clues to the whereabouts 
of other replicants, he discovers a 
buried box full of bones. But when 
the bones are tested by forensic 
scientists, they make a shocking 

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9 devastating Silence to Darren 
Aronofsky’s polarizing Mother! 
But in Blade Runner 2049 we see 
the birth of faith itself: the birth 
of the belief that maybe a race of 
subjugated slaves have souls. That 
maybe all lives have a purpose, 
even synthetic ones. And though 
the film may not end on the most 
affirming note, it’s still impressive 
in its willingness to tackle these 
themes with the maturity and 
complexity they deserve. This 
isn’t just another Hollywood 
blockbuster. It’s something so 
much more, something awe-
inspiring in scope and scale, 
something awe-filled in its simple 
pictorial beauty and stunning 
ideas. It’s the rare film that’s a true 
experience. May we have many, 
many more.  v

discovery: they’re the bones of a 
female replicant who died during 
childbirth. This shouldn’t be 
possible. Replicants aren’t meant 
to reproduce. As K’s boss Lt. 
Joshi (Robin Wright) explains, 
if replicants can reproduce, then 
they’re biologically human. If 
they’re biologically human, they 
must have souls. And if replicants 
have souls, the news could spark a 
replicant revolution destabilizing 
the totality of human civilization 
built on the backs of their 
enslavement. So Joshi gives K a 
new mission. Find the replicant 
child and destroy it.

 What follows is a dizzying—
if overlong—quest not just for the 
child, but for the promise of a better 
future for replicants everywhere. 
In a sense, the search is a kind 

of brutal retelling of the Nativity 
story, but from the point of view 
of the wise men: K represents the 
wise men, the replicant child Jesus. 
The film even has a King Herod: 
Niander Wallace (Jared Leto), the 
blind, messianic industrialist who 
bought out the Tyrell Corporation 
and designed the newest line 
of replicants. Convinced that 
replicants are the key for mankind 
to realize its full potential as 
intergalactic colonizers, Niander 
is desperate to discover the truth 
about the replicant child. So he 
orders his murderous replicant 
assistant Luv (Sylvia Hoeks) to 
follow K and either intercept the 
child or capture the human father.

 This last year has seen 
a surprising influx in major 
Hollywood releases directly 
addressing topics of faith and 
religion, from Martin Scorsese’s 

Blade RunneR 2049

by Richard Story

Employment Connection Ministry

 The Employment Connection 
Ministry was started to help guide 
and support unemployed members, 
or those whose career paths no 
longer seem fulfilling find a more 
rewarding career or employment 
opportunity.  

 The team’s vision is to be a 
helpful, caring and supportive 
ministry for all First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach members 
faced with sudden unemployment, 
under or unsatisfying employment 
who might be seeking change, or 
for those starting out or seeking to 
find what career path which might 

be best for them.

 At the member’s request, we 
work with them on an individual 
basis by assigning a Career 
Shepherd who helps them build 
self-awareness of their individual 
strengths and talents, provide 
useful search tools or facilitate 
contacts with volunteer Specialty 
Area Mentors to aid them in 
building knowledge about a 
particular field or search, and to 
assist and support them throughout 
this process.  
 
 Career Shepherd/Specialty 
Area Mentors is a ministry 
opportunity available to all First 

Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach members who are willing 
to work one-on-one in person or 
by phone with an unemployed 
member or person looking for a 
new career direction, by being 
actively involved with them in 
their employment search, or 
providing them with insights from 
their area knowledge or work/
career experiences.

 For more information about 
this important ministry, contact 
Richard Story (970-274-4775).

v v v
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by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

A Word from Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

 Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year with family, food, gifts, and programs all to remind us of 

the greatest gift of Jesus, God in the flesh.  Yet it is also a time that reminds us of loved ones who have died, 

past memories of families now separated, and a lack of material gifts.  But in the midst of our current situation, 

whether a time of joy or sorrow, let us remember the words of Gabriel to Mary.  He speaks three words to her 

in Luke 1:26-38.

 His first word was a word of greeting:  “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  

No matter what situation in which we find ourselves, Christmas reminds us that “We are highly favored by God 

and that he is with us.”

 The second word Gabriel speaks is:  “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.”  Is there 

fear in your life?  Do you have fear of what might happen in the world…violence, illness, death?  In the midst 

of these difficult situations, God comes to tell us at Christmas, “Do not be afraid!”  Are you listening?

 Finally, Gabriel tells Mary that she is to have a son, named Jesus and “ He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High.”  Then she asks how this can happen, to which he replies, “For nothing is impossible 

with God.”  So whatever situation in which we find ourselves, God’s word to us is “Nothing is impossible with 

God.”  Whatever impossible situation you may find yourself, don’t forget that God can do the impossible.  And 

he did the impossible at that first Christmas when he came to us in Jesus.

Have a joyous Christmas!

v v v 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies.  

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 6 p.m.


