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What’s Happening
in the Holiday Month

of December!

“The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
doesn’t extinguish the light.”          
(John 1:5 CEB)

Come, 
Celebrate 

the birth of 
Jesus Christ

Christmas Eve •  
Thursday, December 24th

7 and 9:30 p.m.
Traditional Candlelight 
Services with Familiar 
Scripture Readings and 

favorite Christmas Carols
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Candlelight Christmas Eve

Dec. 6th - 9 & 11am

Dec. 6th - 9 & 11am

Dec. 13th - 5pm

Communion

Christmas 

Play

Deacon

Appreciation

Dec. 24th - 7 & 9:30pm

Please note that there 
will be only one 
worship service 

at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 27th.



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor

 

motivated by a vision
“One poor widow came forward and put in two  

small copper coins worth a penny.”

 Mark 12:42 (Common English Bible)
 
 Catherine was a woman whose faith moved mountains. A member 
of a small church I served many years ago, Catherine lived modestly on a 
meager social security check. The only other financial stream she had came 
from housesitting people’s pets while they traveled. She had little, and 
nothing about how she dressed and lived suggested otherwise. Yet, to know 
Catherine was to experience a living parable of God’s grace and generosity. 
Her life was motivated by a vision that neither poverty nor inadequacy could 
quench. It was a vision that she could be used to change lives.
 
 Each year, that congregation collected food and prepared large gift 
baskets for under-resourced families in the community. Each basket would 
have a medium-sized turkey, fresh vegetables, assorted canned foods, and 
breads and a dessert. Each year, Catherine participated by baking a loaf of 
bread to be included in one of the baskets. It was all she could afford. It was 
enough. During my six years of ministry in that church, nearly 100 people 
told me that Catherine’s witness of generosity resulted in their own.  My 
best estimate is that the additional generosity approached $5,000, making 
those six loaves of bread become nearly $5,000 to feed empty stomachs. 
In my way of seeing the world, that is a huge mountain Catherine moved.
 
 Examine this faith. Can yours compare to Catherine’s, a faith that drives 
you to be generous, particularly when you may have little to offer? What sort 
of faith is this that would make Catherine bake a loaf of bread to feed another 
family on Thanksgiving? I asked her and her answer was the best sermon I 
have ever heard on God’s grace. She giggled and said that so many people 
have a fear of running out. But God’s mercies are new every day and so is 
God’s capacity to meet our daily needs. Catherine’s loaf of bread was an 
expression of gratitude. More, she answered, she is part of God’s work force 
helping God keep God’s promise to provide for someone else.
 
 This one sentence from Mark’s Gospel could be about Catherine. This 
poor widow trusted in God. The result was a determination - in the face 
of all evidence to the contrary - to contribute something of significance 
to advance God’s work. Despite the poverty of the offering, she was 
motivated by a vision. It was a vision that she could be used to make a 
difference in the life of another. And Jesus noticed. v
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A Basic Approach to Spiritual Growth
Formative Practices  
Worship Regularly
Pray Daily
Learn & Apply God’s Word
Participate in a Ministry
Give Financially
 
Time in Solitude with God 
Identify a regular time each day to be alone with God for a minimum of twenty minutes reading the 
Bible and prayer.  Also helpful is the use of a devotional guide such as Dr. Hood’s Heart & Soul 
available from the church.
  
Time in Community with Others 
One hour each week, spend time with one or more people reading the Bible and discussing the 
application to life today.  Also share how your faith is growing or faith challenges you are facing.  
This may be done with a spouse, children, or friends.  Make it enjoyable with a beverage and snacks.
 
Time Sharing Your Faith with Another 
Our faith expands richly by sharing with another person how we are personally experiencing God or 
what we are discovering by our personal reading of the Bible.  Be intentional and do this once or twice 
each year with different people like colleagues at work or friends in social circles. 
                                                    
  © W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

Consider This…

“Not surprisingly, our research found that a majority of 
churchgoing adults are uncertain as to what their church  

would define as a ‘healthy, spiritually mature follower of Christ’ 
and they were no more likely to have personally  

developed a clear notion of such a life.”
(Barna Group)

v v v 

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Discipleship Matters
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Worth Watching
Arthur Christmas

 Christmas Eve has changed quite 
a bit in the last century or so. It used 
to be that Santa Claus could visit all 
of the houses in all of the countries of 
the world in one night using nothing 
but a wooden sleigh, eight reindeer, 
and magic. But now the Grandsanta of 
the 30s and 40s spends Christmas Eve 
alone in his room as his son Malcolm 
Claus flies the midnight skies. Because 
of exponential population growth and 
the rapid advancement of military 
technology, wooden sleighs and 
reindeer just won’t cut it anymore. So 
Malcolm Claus cruises the earth in the 
S-1, a mile-wide camouflaged aircraft 
manned by thousands of elves who 
deliver toys with military efficiency. 
It’s a good system: Malcolm Claus 
delivers the toys, his older grandson 
Steve Claus commands mission 
control at the North Pole, and younger 
grandson, Arthur Claus, works in the 
mail department. 

 At least, it’s a good system until 
a present accidentally gets misplaced 
and goes undelivered on the night of 
Malcolm Claus’ 70th mission. The 
revelation throws the North Pole 
into turmoil as multiple generations 
of Santa Clauses argue and bicker 
about how to fix the situation. Only 
Arthur Claus and Grandsanta, the 
aforementioned old-timer, believe 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

that they should risk revealing their 
existence in the world to deliver the 
one mission present. Steve Claus feels 
content with airmailing the present to 
the little girl…despite the fact that it 
would arrive several days late. And 
Malcolm Claus? He’s just old; and 
tired; and wants to go to sleep.

 Sarah Smith’s Arthur Christmas 
probably flew under the radar of 
most audiences when it was released 
in 2011. But few modern films 
more deserve to become a bona fide 
holiday classic: wildly inventive and 
refreshingly original, it manages to 
strike a precarious balance between 
silliness and earnestness—of being 
funny enough to keep audiences of all 
ages entertained and heartfelt enough 
to make each viewing genuinely 
meaningful. For one thing, there’s no 
villain. The central dynamic is one of 
family disagreement and strife: Arthur 
Claus is passionate and idealistic, but a 
bit of a klutz; Steve Claus is ruthlessly 
efficient at his job, but also cynical 
and occasionally callous; Malcolm 
Claus loves his work, but is so blinded 
by his own self-importance that he’s 
incapable of realizing that, quite 
simply, he’s too old to do his job well 
any more; Grandsanta is headstrong 
and determined, but egotistic and 
contemptuous of how younger 
generations do things. 

 I hesitate to say more—mostly 
because the film is so good I want 
everybody reading this article to go 
watch it themselves—but suffice to say 
that the film’s conclusion comes with 
a restoration of balance and familial 
harmony. The day is ultimately saved 
when all of the Claus’s work together 
to make things right. Scripture speaks 
of a similar dynamic at work in our 
churches: 

“There are different spiritual gifts but 
the same Spirit; and there are different 
ministries and the same Lord; and 
there are different activities but the 
same God who produces all of them in 
everyone. A demonstration of the Spirit 
is given to each person for the common 
good.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7 CEB).

 Just as the Santas’ ability to 
accomplish their grand mission - the 
delivery of the forgotten gift - was 
dependent upon all working together, 
the church advances “the common 
good” by bringing together each 
person’s spiritual gift. The church 
NEEDS people with the efficiency 
of Steve, the passion of Arthur, the 
experience of Malcolm, the wisdom 
of Grandsanta. We are all tools crafted 
for the same project. Misplace one, and 
everything falls apart.
   

v  v  v 



Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 
congregation is extended to the families 
of the following members upon the death 
of their loved one:

– Herb Keller – 
September 2, 2015

– Jack Armstrong – 
October 13, 2015

– Patricia Moss – 
October 16, 2015
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We Welcome to Our 
Membership . . .

Gail Benson

Linda Cortright

Cynthia Hodge

Constance LaRue

Jill LaRue

Noah LaRue

Cindy New

Chuck Pisciotta

Carol Powanda

Deacon Appreciation Sunday
Have you taken time to thank our Deacons for everything they do for us?  From ushering during the worship 

services, to contacting members of their flocks, to sending our Christmas and Easter cards, our Deacons truly care for 
the members of our church.

 On Sunday, December 6th, we will be showing our appreciation to our Deacons during the worship services.  
Take a moment and say “thank you, job well done”  to a Deacon.  Don’t just do it on December 6th, but 
continue to do it year round.  After all, they work tirelessly for this church throughout the year. v

by Rev. Jo Garnett, Associate for Pastoral Care



by Jeanne Heavilin, Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

Christmas Eve Offering

 Our Christmas Eve Offering this year will help 
provide assistance to three families served by the 
Naoma Donnelley Haggin Boys & Girls Club in 
Delray Beach which serves low-income families in 
our community.  Assistance will also be provided to 
one family from the Achievement Center for Children 
& Families.

 Our first family is a mother with three children.  
Leslie is working for Habitat for Humanity while 
studying to become a medical assistant.  She is at the 
top of her class with a 4.0 grade average and will have 
her degree in the spring.   Leslie is sleeping on the 
floor of her mother’s home while her three children 
share one bedroom.  Her dream is to have her own 
place with three bedrooms.  Three month’s rent (first, 
last and security) would be a tremendous help.

 Our second family is another single mother with 
three children.  Chianti is a teacher at Orchard View 
Elementary School but struggles to provide for her 
children.   Her wish is to get her 2001 Chevy fixed so 
she can get to work and take her children to school.  
Having reliable transportation will enable her to save 
money for a down payment on a house instead of 
spending money on car repairs.

 Our third family is a single father with two 
children.  Gary is a local house painter and can 
work only when his children are at school.  His son 
was abused while living with his mother and her 
boyfriend, and needs professional counseling.  His 
2000 Oldsmobile is too expensive to fix.  He is trying 
to save enough money to buy a used truck that he can 
use for work and to take his children to school.  The 
counseling that his son needs makes it impossible to 
save any money.

 As a single mother with three kids, Betty is always 
on the go. She is upbeat, friendly, and hardworking. 
Unbeknownst to most, behind her beautiful smile is a 
lot of pain and uncertainty.  In March 2015, Betty’s 
father was diagnosed with ALS and in April he was 

given four months to live. Betty spends time taking her 
dad to and from appointments and assisting him with 
feeding and bathing.  While dealing with multiple losses 
including the death of her mother and caring for her 
father, Betty’s relationship with her children’s father 
turned violent. After Betty separated from him and filed 
a restraining order, he broke into the family’s home 
and threatened to kill Betty in front of her children. 
He also waited for her outside of the children’s school 
with a gun. The school informed Betty and hid her and 
the children until police arrived. Betty was terrified to 
return to her apartment. As a result of time off requests 
to care for her father and deal with the violence from 
her abusive relationship, Betty lost her job. Shortly 
after, she was evicted from her apartment and moved 
herself and her three children into one bedroom of her 
father’s home. Betty currently works two jobs, one at 
the Achievement Centers for Children & Families and a 
second at Marshalls Department Store – all while raising 
three young children and caring for her terminally ill 
father. In October of this year, Betty received more 
devastating news. She has been diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer. Betty needs to have a total hysterectomy that will 
put her out of work for at least three weeks. Any support 
Betty receives will help tremendously in keeping her 
afloat until she is able to return to work following her 
surgery.  We would like to raise enough money to help 
Betty with three months of expenses, so she can recover 
from her surgery, take care of her father and children 
and get back on her feet.

 All four of these hardworking single parents just 
need a leg up to get back on their feet and provide for 
their children.  None of these families have asked for 
any help. The staff at these two agencies knew of their 
situations and asked us to help them. 

 Please find it in your hearts to make a difference in 
the lives of these four beautiful families this Christmas. 

Best wishes for a blessed and joyous  
Christmas season!   v
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No Perfection Required

 I got detention once in High School. I was late for 
school and forgot to get an excuse note from my mom 
or dad saying why I was late (dentist appointment). I 
arrived in the front office, signed myself in and was 
promptly given a pass to go immediately to detention. 
Do not pass go, do not collect $200 – go immediately 
to detention. I was not permitted to attend my next 
class.  Instead I sat in detention, took a math test and 
then copied words out of the dictionary. 

 Needless to say I was frustrated, embarrassed 
and very upset. I was a senior, a straight A student, 
graduating #30 in my class of 600, I had already been 
accepted to Florida State and had earned a scholarship. 
I was active in the School Newspaper, TV Production 
Class, and my church Youth Group. I had never been 
in trouble in school before, I was (and still am) a 
rule follower. I was an ideal student; in my eyes, this 
ruined my perfect reputation. 

 When I finally went back to class, with my head 
hung low, my (amazing, wonderful) Math teacher took 
my detention pass and frowned. She looked back up 
at me and said, “You had detention?” I nodded, tears 
brimming my eyes. “Well, that doesn’t seem right.”, 
she stated, concurring with my feelings. She smiled 
at me, took my math test and said gently, “No one is 
perfect.” It was as though she was reading my mind. 

 The pressures of High School are immense. I 
went to a public school with no Advanced Placement 
or Baccalaureate classes. It was a different time and 
yet the pressure to be perfect was still heavily upon 
me. Today our high school students feel this same 

pressure and even greater. One B- pushes a student 
behind in the race for college admittance. 

 The average GPA of a student who gets into Florida 
State University is 4.3, that means you must not only 
make all A’s but you must also take at least 2 Advanced 
Placement classes (and get A’s in them as well) to bump 
your GPA above a 4.0. There is no room for B’s and, for 
students today, it feels like there is no room for mistakes 
as well. Perfection is required, not suggested. 

 One of my goals in Youth Ministry is to provide 
our young people with a place where they can be loved 
and accepted “warts and all.” I want our youth to know 
perfection is not required, it’s not expected and it’s 
certainly not possible here. Messing up is part of life, 
mistakes happen, we are all human. 

 In my life, the church has been this place for me. I 
have always known God loves me and everyone makes 
mistakes. It is our path and journey that matters, not 
the bumps along the way. Some mistakes are bigger 
than others, but God loves us, forgives us, and always 
accepts us with open arms. 

 Over the years I have learned “church” is a verb 
and how we “do church” is a part of our everyday lives 
as Christians. When we decide to follow Jesus we are 
called to “do church” every single day, towards our 
neighbor and our enemy. Doing church means loving 
and accepting each other and our flaws, mistakes and 
missteps. The good news is no one here is required to 
be perfect. A grade of B-, C-, D- or yes, even an F- is 
ok, we will still love you, God still loves you and there 
is redemption and new life in every mistake, hardship 
and failure.  v
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The Deacons’ Christmas Tree    
by Mary Martinéz

 Thank you for your generosity.  The gifts that are piling up under the Deacons’ Tree and are due by December 
6th. They will then be delivered to our partner agencies for distribution to the children and families who are 
receiving our help. As you spend time in prayer and join in the joyous worship services that surround the 
celebration of the birth of Christ, take a moment to remember the recipients of your gifts and know that you have 
made a difference in the lives of others.  Through your actions, you have shared the blessing of the coming of our 
Savior and lived out His words to us, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of Mine, you did for Me.” (Matthew 25:40)

by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham, 
Associate Pastor
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 The Campus Master Planning 
Committee has brought the 
culmination of hundreds of hours 
of working together in planning 
over the past eighteen months 
to an exciting new beginning 
for the grounds and facilities 
of First Presbyterian Church of 
Delray Beach.  With resounding 
approval by the Trustees and 
Session of the proposed, enhanced 
campus master plan; we are 
prepared to embark and begin on 
improvements to many aspects of 
our current church campus. 

 The committee worked 
diligently in the process of finding 
what it is that the congregation 
defines as the true future facilities 
and improvement needs of our 
church. This was accomplished 
by aligning our campus planning 
model as an efficient and 
improved functioning vehicle 
as we move into the future. The 
committee took heed of the input 
from the congregation on the 

Campus Master Plan Gains 

wants and needs that will allow 
our church to thrive in the Delray 
Beach community for many years  
to come. 

 O ur  church campus 
development history has been an 
accumulation of properties over the 
past forty-plus years of adjoining 
parcels of land and structures 
surrounding our beautiful 
Sanctuary, the Memorial Garden, 
historically designated Fellowship 
Hall, along with our most recent 
facility, the Holly House.  If it had 
not been for our past generation of 
visionary leaders and members, we 
would not be in a position today to 
approach the upcoming proposed 
overall campus enhancements.
 
 With the leadership board’s 
approval, we are all now charged 
with moving forward with a Capital 
Campaign seeking to touch the 
hearts and souls of our members 
to allow this design and plan to 
come to fruition. It is our turn as 

a congregation to greatly improve 
our campus, as our generation 
provides the future footprint for 
children and grandchildren for the 
years to come. 

 We firmly believe we have 
found the correct combination in 
these projects to obtain all of the 
original goals of this committee to 
improve and enhance the spiritual 
experience of our church members 
and guests who attend First 
Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach. 

 In January 2016, the rollout of 
the capital campaign will begin to 
raise $3 million dollars in funding 
necessary for the enhancement of 
the following areas of our campus:

1. Modernize the Christian 
Education Building (CE) in 
order to provide an inspiring 
and improved meeting space 
for all generations of programs 
that are now housed in the 

by Rob Tanner, Chair, Campus Master Planning Committee

Wednesday Evenings in January, February, and March      
by Kathy Smith

 Kick off 2016 the right way and join us on Wednesday evenings for Bible Study with Dr. Doug Hood.   
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for dinner prepared by Chef Lou Glesmann.  Then, at 6:30 p.m., we will 
move to the Sanctuary for a time of Bible study. Even if you cannot make the dinner, come for the Bible study.

Mark these dates on your calendar now for a time of supper and spiritual growth.
January 6th, 13th, and 20th
February 3rd, 17th and 24th
March 2nd, 9th, and 16th

 Watch the website and worship bulletins for more information about Wednesday evenings in early 2016.
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Approval to Move Forward 

Christian Learning Center and 
Youth House, along with the 
current uses of the Christian 
Education Building. 

2. After the CE building remodel 
is completed, begin the 
removal of the five separated 
houses/apartments to allow for 
improved grounds and parking 
on our campus. 

3. Reduce and greatly improve 
the current rise in the entrance 
elevation by bringing the 
parking lot entrance level with 
the floor of the Sanctuary, 
providing a much safer, larger 
drop-off area for several 
vehicles with cover for our 
members to enter and exit their 
cars near the Narthex of the 
church without having to cope 
with stairs and ramps.

4. Enlarge the Narthex space to 
create an improved welcoming 
area with room for expansion 

of additional, much needed 
bathroom facilities. 

5. Parking lot enhancement will 
add 17% in additional parking 
spaces on the church campus 
and greatly improved ingress, 
egress from Gleason Street, 
Bronson Avenue, and Palm 
Avenue, allowing for two way 
traffic with a paved and well 
landscaped parking area with 
less elevation entering the 
church grounds.

6. The plan has been designed to 
provide better visibility and 
campus continuity which will 
allow for open space and a 
better expanded view of our 
Sanctuary and grounds, as 
one approaches the church 
on Gleason Street. That will 
allow those passing by to see a 
stronger community presence. 

 More details of the campus 
master plan will be shared with 
all members, as we move into the 
fund raising aspect of the project 
over the next few months, with 
many opportunities for everyone 
to see the incredible enhancements 
planned and developed for the 
benefit for all members. 

 It is an exciting time for our 
growing church and is our time 
to step up as members to join 
together in building the bridge to 
the future by these enhancements. 
The committee and leadership of 
your church know you will join 
with us in support and commitment  
as we invest in the future of 
Christ’s Church. 
   
 

v v v 

Thank You from the Deacons     

    by Mary Martinéz

 Thank you to everyone who donated to the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund through their offerings at the Blessing 

of the Pets. In total, we raised an additional $1,230 for the Scholarship Fund, of which $400 was a memorial 

donation.  We also appreciate the support we received through the Deacons’ Offering collected in October. This 

$843 will go into the Deacons’ Discretionary Fund and be used in meeting one-time needs for food, clothing or 

shelter of our congregation or members of the community who come to the church seeking help.
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1 Corinthians:13 

Praying on Behalf of Others and Prayer Shawl Ministry 
by Sharon Koch

 As many of you know, our congregation recently lost 
a wonderful lady, Pat Moss. Pat was a member of this 
congregation for over 50 years and in my two short years 
here, I grew very close to her and the rest of her family. 
We bonded over football, Florida State, and our love for 
French food and culture. I’ve never known such a young 
87 year old; she is truly missed. 
 At Pat’s memorial service, I read a selection from 1 
Corinthians often read at weddings. I chose this selection 
because it was special to Pat.  She knew a great secret 
about this very popular passage. She taught me that 
secret and I hope to pass it on to you. 
 A few years ago, Pat’s granddaughter, Ali, and her 
soon-to-be husband, Ryan, were newly dating and they 
had a disagreement. Ali told Pat what was going on and 
after some thought Pat penned a beautiful letter to Ali. 
One day, Ali showed me the letter. In it, Pat said she 
wanted to remind Ali what Scripture says about loving 
someone – love is patient and kind and so on. 
 The more I thought about this letter, the more I 
realized this Scripture from St. Paul to the people of 
Corinth isn’t saying what I always thought it was saying. 
If you’re like me you might think this beautiful passage 
is telling us this – if we love someone we will be patient 
and kind and so on. Proof of love comes in the form of 
these wonderful attributes.  Love is evident when you are 
naturally and easily patient and kind towards someone. 
 

 Praying on Behalf of Others (PBO) is an intercessory 
prayer group which meets once a week in the Christian 
Learning Center.  This is a small group of people who 
pray for anyone and everyone.  The group takes prayer 
requests, some as simple as “Pray for my mom” and 
others with a name and details of concern.  All requests 
are confidential.  We are a diverse group in our Christian 
journey as well as our prayer journey. God listens to all 
of us whether we stumble over thoughts and words, or 
pray with ease as the words come to us.  Sometimes one 
person prays for someone and other times several will 
pray for something.  We pray as we feel called to pray.  
There is no right or wrong way to pray. God hears our 
prayers!  All are welcome to join us on Wednesdays from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  If this time is not good for you please 
let us know.  We would be happy to start groups several 

We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you.

(Colossians 1:3)

 But I soon began to realize, I was wrong. That isn’t the 
message at all. 
 What Pat and St. Paul were trying to tell us is when we 
love someone we let him or her into our lives. We allow 
them to get close to us and with that come many blessings 
and many challenges. With challenges come opportunities 
to choose patience over frustration, kindness over anger 
and support over jealousy. These are opportunities to show 
love. There are many times in our lives when someone 
we love will challenge us; life isn’t easy but it is in these 
challenges that we learn and grow. With each challenge 
we grow. We aren’t perfect; sometimes we are frustrated, 
angry and jealous, but we learn each time a challenge 
arises, it is a new opportunity to try again. 
 One of my favorite quotes comes from the movie 
“Evan Almighty.” In the movie, Morgan Freeman plays the 
character of God. Evan’s wife is talking to God (disguised 
as a waiter at a restaurant).  She tells him she is trying 
to be patient, she is praying for patience, but it doesn’t 
feel like it is working. God says to her, “If we pray for 
patience does God snap his fingers and make us patient or 
does God give us opportunities to be patient?” This is the 
secret my friend Pat was sharing with me AND that I share 
with you now.  Loving someone means we will have many 
opportunities to be patient and kind.  If you are like me, 
maybe you will begin to read this Scripture in a new way 
and begin to approach those you love in a new way, too. v

time a week.  For prayer concerns or to join, contact Sharon 
Koch at 995-0836.

 In conjunction with PBO, a wonderful group of ladies 
is knitting beautiful prayer shawls for us to give to people 
who need special, warm, loving comfort.  The knitter prays 
over the shawl as it is made.  Then each member of PBO 
lays hands on it and prays over it before we give it away.  
When the person using the prayer shawl no longer needs it, 
the shawl should stay in the family and continue to be used 
as a prayer shawl as other family members need it.  If you 
would like to knit prayer shawls for this ministry, please 
contact Patty Years at 445-7240 or Cindy Pemberton at 
374-8707 or contact Holly House at 274-9597.   If you 
know someone who should receive a prayer shawl, contact 
Sharon or Cindy. v

by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham, 
Associate Pastor
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by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, 
Senior Pastor

Changing Lives: What We Do Together

  A good question that must be asked about our church 
is this: What is First Presbyterian Church supposed to be 
doing here in Delray Beach? What are we supposed to be 
saying to each person who comes through our doors every 
Sunday of the year? It is simply this: “Your life can be 
changed.” Lives are changed simply by asking Jesus Christ 
to come into our lives, knowing Him through reading the 
Bible and prayer and obeying Him. His power renews our 
minds and transforms our life.

 Each week, people come through the doors of this great 
church, full of fear and apprehension. They go out full of 
courage. They come through the doors with a burden of 
guilt resting heavily upon their shoulders. That guilt is 
healed and they go out with a new freedom. They come 
through these doors with a sense of failure and defeat. They 
return to their homes with a sense of victory. The lonely, 

of whom there are thousands in downtown Delray Beach, 
come in each week through our doors and have found that 
wonderful thing called Christian friendship. Here – through 
our doors – people find love and faith and hope. They 
discover life to be better than they thought it could be.

 As a member of this great church, will you join in 
changing lives? Your gift, regardless of the amount, makes 
you a part of what God is doing here. Pick up an Estimate of 
Giving Card for 2016, available in the pews. Simply decide 
your ability next year to join our life changing ministry, 
complete the card, and return it Sunday morning in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church office. You may change 
your estimate at any time during the coming year as your 
financial situation changes. If you have already completed 
your 2016 estimate of giving, thank you. Changing lives: It 
is what we do together. v

 Good morning. Have you ever seen the Clint Eastwood “Dirty 
Harry” movie where he asked the bad guy “do you feel lucky ?” 
In the Bible, stewardship and financially supporting the church is 
mentioned over seventeen times. But today, you are lucky, I only 
plan to mention it twice!

 Today kicks off the 2016 annual Stewardship Campaign, which 
is where the church reaches out to all of you for an estimate of 
financial commitments you can make to support the budget for next 
year. The church has real costs for salaries, facilities, electricity and 
many other things just like your household or a normal business.

 At our church, we have been fortunate that our congregations’ 
and visitors’ giving through regular stewardship and other means 
has provided enough cash for us to fully fund our operations each 
year, and we need your support again for 2016. Our membership 
has grown by over 200 members in the past three years and we are 
excited about the continued growth of the church.

 You will be receiving the Stewardship package in the mail this 
week. I encourage you to spend some time reading through it and 
thinking about the commitment you can make so the church can 
continue its mission internally and externally that we are all a part 
of. We’d like to get responses back in the next four weeks, so please 
review and consider this request timely.

 On the second and related topic, I wanted to update you on the 
Long Range Strategic Plan that began almost three years ago. The 
conclusions of the plan were presented to the congregation last year. 

 (The following was presented during the November 1st worship services by Kurt Bagwell, Chair of the Capital Campaign)

 One of the needs identified was improvements to our physical 
facilities. A committee was formed to study this and a survey was 
conducted with all of you this past spring. We took that input, made 
many changes to the proposed plan, and a final version was approved 
two weeks ago by your Trustees and Session, with the vote specifically 
to conduct a Capital Campaign in early 2016. Then, if we get the 
commitments from the campaign, we would commence the project.

 The plans are simple. Refresh the interior of the existing multi-
purpose/Christian Education Building so we can consolidate all 
functions in it. Then we bulldoze the five old yellow houses on the 
property, re-level the parking areas and increase the number of parking 
spaces. A new covered drop off area and entrance to the church 
through an expanded Narthex and bathrooms is the final piece. Very 
simple and effective and exactly what the majority of you told us you 
were looking for. A three million dollar capital campaign will start in 
January, so more information to come at that time.

 But remember, today is the kickoff for the 2016 Stewardship 
campaign, and I need you all to stay focused on that part first, as our 
2016 operating budget is critical. 

 Lastly, I wanted to share with you an interesting definition of 
Christian Stewardship I recently came across – one which basically 
states that fundraising is only one part of the plan and why we are 
really here. It reads, “Christian Stewardship is a way of life in which 
we regard ourselves and all that we have as a trust from God to be used 
in His service for what He has done for us in Jesus Christ.”

 Thank you for your continued support.

1 Corinthians:13 



Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

 Like the Deacons, the choir of 
First Presbyterian is involved in the 
worship of this church every Sunday 
of the year and for all of our special 
services. As we enjoy the wonderful 
music the choir provides for the 
Christmas season, we thought it a good 
time to learn more about its members 
and what being in the choir means to 
them as disciples of Christ. While this 
article is written in gratitude to the 
entire choir and its directors/organists, 
Don Cannarozzi and Jim Poch, a few 
members were kind enough to share 
their personal thoughts on service to 
God through music.  I think you will 
find their comments eloquent and 
inspiring, adding to the blessings they 
bring us this December!
Claire Clydesdale. All of the 
people who contributed to this article 
have had an involvement with singing 
throughout their lives.  Claire, and her 
late husband Tom, both came from 
families of musical folks. Having 
lived a very international life, Claire 
never let her location stop her from 
finding venues in which to sing.  In 
her 38 years living in Hong Kong, she 
and her husband sang in both church 
and community choirs there.  When 
they returned to the US in 1998, 
they were excited to join the choir at 
First Presbyterian and she has been 
singing here ever since.  She loves the 
rehearsals, where she says everyone 
shares a sense of fun and enthusiasm, 
as well as the Sunday services. 
While not all the choir members are 
Christian, she says there is a unity 
of spirit in their singing. Claire told 
me that “singing gives her a joy that 
comes from God.”  
Laddie Bondor. Laddie has been 
singing since he was a teenager, and 
as part of our choir since 1991.  He 
mentioned that he likes being up in 
the choir loft and having the chance 
to look out over the congregation 

– it makes him feel a part of the church 
community. There is also a great sense of 
fellowship with the other singers, and he 
says this is one (very pleasurable) way he 
can contribute his talents.  As he gets older, 
singing in the choir has been a motivation to 
come out to church, where each Sunday he 
can make a stop in the Memorial Garden to 
commune with his wife, remembering their 
years singing together in our choir.  All of 
these experiences, and the fact that singing 
has always been a way for him to express 
his faith, combine to give Sundays at First 
Presbyterian their special meaning for him. 
Bob Buddy. Bob has been singing in 
church choirs for 77 years. During the four 
years that he has been with us, Bob has 
been grateful for the opportunity to work 
under Don’s direction and beside so many 
extremely talented, professionally trained 
singers. He has a deep appreciation of the 
particular message being conveyed by each 
hymn or anthem, which often includes 
knowledge of the history of how it came to 
be written. He believes that putting these 
messages into song reinforces them for 
him and for the congregation. For example, 
the words from the Irish Blessing – “may 
God hold you in the palm of His hand,” is a 
powerful and simple message put to music.  
He also recited two stories I did not know, 
one concerning “Precious Lord, Take My 
Hand,” (written, I was surprised to learn, 
by the bandleader, Tommy Dorsey upon the 
death of his wife), and the Civil War story 
behind “It Is Well with My Soul.” Bob says, 
“When we sing songs like this, we uplift the 
entire congregation and help to fortify their 
spiritual beliefs. It is a win-win situation.  
We uplift those who listen to us, and we 
experience the warm feeling that we have 
been able to contribute to their beliefs.” 
Gay Dewart. Gay is a dedicated alto 
who has been singing in our choir for 23 
years. I think she may give some of the 
other members a run for their money, on 
length of service, as she started singing 
in a children’s choir at a Congregational 
church in Connecticut at the age of eight. 

Participation in a variety of choral groups 
has always been a great joy in her life, and 
this has included singing with the Delray 
Beach Chorale for about 15 years, initially 
under the direction of Stephen Talley 
who was also choir director here at First 
Presbyterian. Gay says she “continues to 
be inspired by the variety of music the 
choir sings, the talented soloists who have 
rotated through the choir throughout the 
years, and of course, Don’s brilliance” (and 
his ability to make difficult rehearsals fun).  
Sharing through music is a joy in her life 
because, “singing with the choir never fails 
to take me to a place where hope reigns and 
everything good is possible.” 
Joyce Leverton Mauney. Joyce has 
also been singing in choirs since junior 
high. As an adult she moved around a good 
deal, following the path of her husband’s 
job through various places in the South.  
She sang in at least five church choirs 
during this period of her life. She says, “I 
do it because I love to sing, and singing 
is the way I worship in church. For me, 
raising my voice with those around me is a 
prayer; it lifts my spirit.” Joyce also notes 
that there are secondary benefits. When 
joining a new church in a new city, the 
choir is a ‘small group’ – a place to make 
friends, to feel comfortable and welcome 
in the church.  In addition, she sees singing 
as a challenge, especially under excellent 
conductors like Don, who keep her striving 
to improve. Her description of how the 
choir will contribute to worship struck 
me as particularly beautiful: “I hope that 
in listening to our music, our offering, the 
congregation’s spirits soar and their hearts 
are filled with love.” 
 Thank you to all the choir members, 
and to Don and Jim, for making our hearts 
sing every Sunday. 

“The peace of Christ makes 
fresh my heart,

A fountain ever springing;
All things are mine since I am His—

How can I keep from singing?”
v v v 

“How Can I Keep from Singing?”
- Thoughts from Our Choir Members
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  We are pleased to announce 
that Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor has 
accepted our invitation to preach on 
Sunday, January 17th  as part of our 
Distinguished Preacher Series.  

 Rev. Taylor is the Butman 
Professor of Religion at Piedmont 
College in Georgia.  An Episcopal 
priest since 1984, she is the author 
of numerous books, including the 
New York Times bestseller, An 
Altar in the World.v

Put the Date on your calendars!
 You and your family are invited to go Gleaning with Christians 
Reaching Out to Society (CROS) Ministries in March.  Put Saturday, 
March 12, 2016 on your calendars now.  Gleaning is a food recovery 
strategy that allows volunteers to go into fields that have been harvested 
to pick the leftover crops.  This biblical strategy is referred to in the 
book of Ruth in the Old Testament.  We have the opportunity to help 
provide food for ministries in our community.  More details to come.

Sunday Morning Ministry to Children
 If you have not had a chance to see what is happening with the 
children’s Sunday School program at First Presbyterian Church of 
Delray Beach, go by the upstairs classroom in the Christian Education 
Building and see.  The room has been transformed into an oasis from 
Old Testament times.  Be sure to check out the tent.  

 The boys and girls have been learning about God’s promises to 
bless the world through Abraham and Sarah and all their descendants.   
Starting in December, our focus will change just a bit to see how Jesus’ 
birth and life continue the promise of God.

 Children’s Sunday School and Bible Bunch are now offered only at 
the 11 a.m. worship service.  As the children are involved mostly in the 
second service, Time with the Children will only be during the 11 a.m. 
service.

Can you see the new Nativity on Sunday morning?
 Children’s Time in December has always revolved around 
introducing the different elements of the Nativity set.  In an attempt to 
make the Nativity Set more accessible, the older set has been set up in 
the Sunday School room and a new, larger and more visible set will be 
used in the Sanctuary.

v v v 

DistinguisheD 
Preacher 
series

o
o

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for 
Families and Children



END HUNGER WALK 2015
by Jeanne Heavilin, 
Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

 Many people in our community who struggle to 
feed themselves and their families, thank you.  This 
year, First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach had 
a team of twenty-four individuals participate in the 
October 11th End Hunger Walk sponsored by Christians 
Reaching Out to Society (CROS) Ministries.  We raised 
$3,668 for CROS which well exceeded our goal of  
$100 per walker! 

 Thank you to all who walked, all who pledged the 
walkers, and all who prayed for a safe walk!
 

v v v 
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Chancel Flowers
by Linda Prior

 Jim and Edna Fisher were recipients 
of a flower arrangement that adorned the 
Sanctuary on Sunday, October 15th,  in 
memory of Rel and Regie Moorcroft.  The 
Fishers and the Moorcrofts were long-time 
friends and leaders in the church.  Sylvia 
Dinges, Regie’s sister-in-law, who lives 
in Denver, donated the flowers. Sylvia 
continues to come to Delray Beach every 
February to help at the Rummage Sale.  

 Arrangements can be designated to 
go to a particular person or the Deacons 
will take them to shut-ins. Flowers for 
Sunday worship services may be donated 
by contacting Linda Prior, (330-0245 or 
Linda_Prior@hotmail.com), the month 
before flowers are wanted to adorn the 
Chancel.

Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Office Manager

 Mark your calendars and make your reservations for the second Annual Congregational Dinner on Friday, 
January 15th  at Benvenuto Restaurant in Boynton Beach.  Our featured speaker is Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor, 
one of People Magazine’s 2014 Most Influential People in the World.  Rev. Taylor will be preaching during the 
worship services on Sunday, January 17th.

 The cost of the dinner is $30 per person, and both First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach and Benvenuto 
are once again underwriting a portion of the event.  If you would like to contribute additional funds to help offset 
the costs or provide a scholarship to a deserving parishioner, we would gladly accept additional donations.

 You may make your reservation in the Courtyard following the Sunday morning worship services starting 
December 6th, on the church website under Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office.  All monies are due 
to the church office on or before the day of the event. v



 The Church Improvement Committee members outdid themselves in transforming their Holly 
House shop into a shopper’s holiday paradise.  There were bargains galore for our Holly Days Bazaar, 
with so many beautiful hand-made items, and unique donations that added a special sparkle to the whole 
event. Items for children, adults, pets and more, made this a fun shopping adventure. The bake sale, 
always a popular stop, had a delicious variety of goodies to nibble on while shopping or take home as 
a treat.

 Hats off to the men who not only helped with setting-up,  but served lunch for this hungry group.  
They are most appreciated for their efforts in helping the Holly Days Bazaar to be a success.   The bazaar 
is a true labor of love by the members.  Everyone was happy to see so many customers enjoy their efforts 
to present an enchanting holiday gift experience. 

 Thank you to all who helped to make this one of the best ever Holly Days Bazaars and to our loyal 
customers and the many new customers we had this year. 

Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

Best Ever 
2015 Holly Days Bazaar!

Everywhere it was Sparkling  
and Filled with Joy
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church. 
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that 
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing 
work through the local church.

We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we 
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve 
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them 
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the 
local church and community.

One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to 
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable 
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday Forum 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Our Pathway of Ministry & Mission


