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What’s Happening
in the Holiday Month
of December!
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“The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness
doesn’t extinguish the light.”
(John 1:5 CEB)

COME,

CELEBRATE
THE BIRTH OF
JESUS CHRIST

Christmas Eve •
Wednesday, December 24th
7 and 9:30 p.m.
Traditional Candlelight
Services with Familiar
Scripture Readings and
favorite Christmas Carols
Please note that there
will be only one
worship service
at 11 a.m. on Sunday,
December 28th.

INSIDE . . .
Christmas Eve
Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 5
Annual Congregational
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From My Heart to Yours

C hurchS taff

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor
Vice-Moderator – Presbytery of Tropical Florida

Senior Pastor

Jessi Higginbotham, M.Div.

Unbroken Communion

Associate Pastor

“If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord.
Therefore whether we live or die, we belong to God.”
Romans 14:8 (Common English Bible)

For many of us our religious life is a bundle of shreds and patches. There

is an unmistakable change in our spirit and attitude when we move from our
private devotions to the common affairs of the day. We leave something behind
when we leave our time of solitude with God. We do not meet all of life in the
presence of the unseen. The result is a faith that appears stitched-up so many
times that we are embarrassed.

Here, in this sentence from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Roman Church,

we are urged to clothe ourselves in another garment – to approach all of life in
a conscious and all-controlling communion with God. This is a call to live in
such a manner that when we pass from one thing to another, from one time of
day to another, there is no change of atmosphere. It is to clothe ourselves with
the conscious and intentional recognition that all of life is lived before God,
that all of life is consecrated ground.

God seeks unbroken communion with each of us. What that looks like is

to face every moment of life, every matter that requires our attention, in the
fellowship of an unseen friend. Everything is to be viewed in the light of God’s
presence. It is this unfailing sense of God’s presence that makes life a continual
Holy Space.

“Burning bush” moments are those that are aflame with an unmistakable
presence of God. Naturally, this expression is taken from the Old Testament
when Moses was confronted by God in a bush that was engulfed in flames but
not destroyed. Often they are welcomed moments by people of faith. Such
moments provide confidence that we do not tread the complexities and
difficulties of life alone. They are moments when God shows up and by that
holy presence, we are strengthened. Yet, the entire forest of our lives is not
aflame with the glory of the Lord. Paul’s invitation here in Romans is to live
every moment in ceaseless worship and to experience the whole world as God’s
Holy Temple.
Reprinted from Dr. Hood’s October 31, 2014 blog posting. v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

W ORTH WATCHING
It’s A Wonderful Life
A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, New York University

Of course, it seems preposterous

that George Bailey would be so
important. At least that is what many
modern critics say about Frank Capra’s
Christmas classic It’s a Wonderful Life
(1946). Every life is precious, but the
idea that Jimmy Stewart’s character
would have that much impact seems
outlandish: that Mary would become a
nervous spinster; that countless
American soldiers would die because
George’s brother wouldn’t be there to
save them; that Mr. Gower would be in
prison; that Uncle Billy would go
insane; that Bailey Park would never
have been constructed; that the town of
Bedford Falls would transform into a
slatternly, sleazy miasma of nightclubs,
vice, and broken lives.

But such is the film’s fiction. And

the best fiction has no small offering of
truth within it. Perhaps one man (or
woman) can really make a difference.
How different would the history of
mankind be without Genghis Khan, the
Mongolian leader whose cult of
personality was so overpowering that
his death led to the almost immediate
disintegration of the vast empire he
built through conquest? Or how about
Jonas Salk, the virologist who saved
literally millions of lives by inventing
the polio vaccine and subsequently

refusing to patent it? And finally, what
if a certain Roman citizen was never
born almost 2,000 years ago and never
had a certain life-changing revelation
on the Road to Damascus?

If we can accept the idea that one

human being can so vastly change the
world, then we must accept the second
great truth of It’s a Wonderful Life:
even the greatest, most noble, most
righteous of people can fail and fall.
Good Mr. Bailey is nearly driven to
suicide by his failures and is only saved
via the intervention of a 2nd Class
Angel named Clarence. But there is an
important detail about this story that
many people tend to miss. Clarence
was only assigned to save George
Bailey after the entire community of
Bedford Falls prays for him. Indeed,
the very first sequence of the film is of
the collected prayers of the community
begging for God to help him. And then
the film cuts to that famous scene of
God the Father and St. Joseph alight in
the heavens:

God: Hello, Joseph, trouble?
Joseph:

Looks like we’ll

have to send someone down. A lot of
people asking for help for a man named
3

George Bailey.

God:

George Bailey? Yes.

Tonight’s his crucial night. You’re
right. We’ll have to send someone

down immediately.

ome might mistake this scene for
proof that God is willingly oblivious to
the sufferings of his children unless he
is appealed to en masse. This scene
shows that God is fully aware of
George Bailey’s plight before Joseph’s
report. But what it does demonstrate is
that God is moved to action through the
power of prayer. So maybe George
Bailey could have that much influence
on the town of Bedford Falls that he
could single-handedly save it. But the
most important and powerful action of
the film is when Bedford Falls returns
the favor. And isn’t that one of the great
truths of Christianity? No matter how
important the individual, he is dwarfed
by the awesome majesty of the
combined Church. No force on earth is
more powerful than God. And nothing
inspires God more than his children
coming together in earnest prayer.

S
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

By the time you read this,

you will have seen the Deacons’
Christmas Tree, perhaps taken one
or more gift requests, and spent
some time seeking out the desired
gift for the child described on each
of the tags you selected. This is
not an unusual holiday effort – in
fact,
many
organizations
participate along with First
Presbyterian in meeting the needs
of children served by the same
agencies that we support.
owever, this is a special
event for our congregation -something that I learned from
talking with our Deacons, Linda
Whitaker, who has headed the
project for the past three years,
and Jen Buce, who has agreed to
succeed her and is managing the
process this year with Linda’s
coaching. Many of us participate
in various special church events
during the year, but this is the one
project that brings us all together.

H

upported by Nancy Fine,
Paula Hare, Christine Davis,
Aaron Strippel and Reverend Jo
Garnett, many Deacons and other
church members help in creating
the tags for the tree, signing up the
gift-givers and bagging the gifts.
They are glad to have
opportunities to get to know each
other while serving the Lord.
From observing congregation
members, Linda tells me that
women, men, and children are

equally excited and engaged in the joy
of giving. No one ever complains or
suggests that something ought to be
done differently – it’s all positive. Of
the many community service projects
she has done, Linda tells me this is the
one that has most touched her, and there
is nothing like seeing the gifts pile up
and start to overflow out of their corner
and into the Narthex!

rom my chat with Jen (who is a
new Deacon, by the way), I’ve learned
that she is the perfect person to take on
this project; not just because she “loves
Christmas,” but because her job for the
city has given her a rich network of
contacts that are enabling her to work
well with the agencies we support. She
has even been able to make connections
for them to bring additional resources
to bear on the challenges of their
clients. The agencies that receive our
gifts, and which you may want to
include in your prayers this season, are:
Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse
(AVDA) – where our gifts are put in a

F

S

“store,” allowing clients to “shop” for
items they want to give their families
Adopt-A-Family – which serves
homeless and low income families
Achievement Center for Children &
Families – where we gift 100 of their
800 children
CROS
Ministries
(Christians
Reaching Out to Society) – where we
help to provide gifts to families who
receive services from The Caring
Kitchen
Milagro Center – where this year we
have the opportunity to help by buying
leotards for some of the girls who are
taking part in a dance program the
agency is sponsoring
Rolling Green Elementary – where the
teachers and counselors provide
suggestions based on their knowledge
of the kids. We are often able to add
gifts so that all children in a family
receive something, even if they don’t
attend this school

t’s a huge job coordinating all of
this, but Jen has undertaken it with a
true spirit of service, sharing her strong
desire to, as she says, “help everyone”
to work to make this effort touch even
more lives.

I

As we experience the season of

Advent when we prepare ourselves for
the coming of our Savior, we hope you
will take the opportunity to join us in
making God’s love real by helping
others in our community through the
Deacons’ Christmas Tree project. For
all of us, it’s more than just a tree!
vvv
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Christmas Eve Offering
by Jeanne Heavilin

Aquira’s

Last year , through your generous donations to our

story is a common one.
Mass
transportation in this area is limited at best. Without a
reliable car, people have fewer opportunities. Going to
work, being able to take children to daycare or school,
going to the doctor or hospital, shopping for groceries
and trying to juggle several bags of food and young
children on the bus – these become very difficult if safe
and reliable transportation is not available.

Christmas Eve Offering, we were able to assist five
local families who needed some help getting back on
their feet. Three of those families desperately needed
reliable transportation – cars. We were put in contact
with Wheels from the Heart, a non-profit organization
that helps provide below-market cost cars, primarily
to single mothers. Through this organization, we were
able to purchase cars for three of these families.

Because so many of the families we have assisted
over the years have needed transportation, this year we
are supporting Wheels from the Heart through our
Christmas Eve Offering.
Many of the local
organizations that we support throughout the year refer
their families to Wheels from the Heart.

Funds are needed to purchase cars and help take

You may remember this photo of one of those
mothers. Aquira’s car had broken down and was
beyond repair. Through Wheels from the Heart, we
were able to purchase a reliable used car for her so
she could finish school, get to her two part-time jobs
and take her son to daycare. She now has a full-time
nursing job and is paying off her student loans.

care of insurance and registration. If you have a car you
intend to dispose of, consider donating it to Wheels from
the Heart. We’re asking you to help these families in our
community with your Christmas Eve Offering. As Paul
instructed Christians in Romans 12:12, “Contribute to
the needs of God’s people…”

Have a blessed Christmas! v

Caroling by Trolley
op aboard the trolleys as we visit and wish our shut-ins a very
Merry Christmas. On Sunday, December 14th, we will gather for
a pizza dinner at 4:30 p.m. and then, with our best voices, enjoy an
evening of sharing the joys of songs of the Christmas season. This
is an intergenerational event. Space is limited so RSPV on our
website (www.firstdelray.com) under Upcoming Events, sign up in
the Courtyard on Sunday mornings, or call Paula Hare at 276-6338,
ext. 23.

H
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Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

very November the Holly
Days Bazaar is put on by the Church
Improvement Committee with great
participation by many members. The
Holly House Ladies aim to raise
funds for unexpected, unbudgeted
needs of our church campus, as called
to our attention by the proper
committees or officers of the church.
It is gratifying to be able to respond
quickly and positively to small or
large requests for help. When you see
something new or different here, it
might just be because of what YOU
contributed to the bazaar.

E

he Church Improvement
Committee is composed of women of
the church, with invaluable help from
some of the men. This year we were
finally able to contain the affair in the
permanent Holly House building, as
was originally planned. This venue
meant that the men had much less
lugging to do, a welcome turn of
events.
Gentlemen, we surely
appreciate all the different jobs you
did, including cooking and serving
lunch to customers and workers.
Thank you!

T

hinking of food, our famous
Presby bakers made many good
things for us to sell. This was the
year of the pumpkin recipes, a bit
different but appealing to so many
buyers. Quite a few Thanksgiving
dinners were enhanced by these
excellent freezable goodies.

ancy Fine, Aaron Strippel and
Rita Avery are always right there as
competent staff members of First
Presbyterian Church. They manage
to take care of whatever we need,
while still performing their regular
jobs. Your help is greatly appreciated
by all of us.

leader of the purveyors of these
delicious diet no-no’s. Good job,
Ruth!

and are pleased to welcome the new
friends they bring. Showery weather
didn’t deter our determined shoppers,
and we expect to see the usual
customers on Tuesdays and Saturdays
from 10 to 3 at the Holiday Crafts
Boutique in Holly House through
Saturday, December 13th, or Sundays
after each worship service.

T

R uth Rusk was the experienced

he ever-popular jewelry
department glittered with donations
from our stylish women, leaving us to
wonder why they didn’t keep some of
these striking adornments for
themselves. Their loss was our gain.
We appreciate your generosity.
Estella Killian was our expert,
checking each piece diligently before
pricing, and showing the beautiful
things handmade by church members.
Many thanks.

T

N

W e thank our loyal customers

T he Bazaar gives us wonderful

fellowship, but at the same time it is
a true Labor of Love by our
wonderful members.
Thanks be to God!

HOLLY DAYS
BAZAAR
6
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Annual Congregational Dinner
by Nancy Fine, Office Manager

Mark your calendars and make your reservations

for the second Annual Congregational Dinner on
Sunday, January 11, 2015 at Benvenuto Restaurant
in Boynton Beach. Our featured speaker this year will
be Dr. Thomas Long, who will be preaching in church
that morning as part of our Distinguished Preacher
Series.

Last year, the cost of the dinner was underwritten
by a generous donation from Benvenuto Restaurant as
well as the church. This year, we are raising the price
to $30 per person, and both the Church and Benvenuto
are again underwriting a portion of the event. If you
would like to contribute additional funds to help offset
the costs, we would gladly accept additional donations.

You may make your reservation in the Courtyard
following the Sunday morning worship services
starting December 7th, on the church website under
Upcoming Events, or call the church office. All
monies are due to the church office on or before the
night of the event. v

Deacon Appreciation Sunday

Have you taken time to thank our Deacons for everything they do for us? From ushering during the worship serv-

ices, to contacting members of their flocks, to sending our Christmas and Easter cards, our Deacons truly care for the
members of our church.

On Sunday, December 7th, we will be showing our appreciation to our Deacons during the worship services.

Following that, we are hosting a luncheon for the Deacons and their families to say “thank you”.

Take a moment and say “thank you, job well done” to a Deacon. Don’t just do it on December

7th, but continue to do it year round. After all, they work tirelessly for this church throughout the year. v
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DISTINGUISHED
PREACHER SERIES
We are pleased to announce

that Dr. Thomas Long and Dr.
William Carl, III, have accepted our
invitation to preach as part of our
Distinguished Preacher Series in
January 2015

Dr.

Thomas Long, Bandy
Professor of Preaching: Coordinator
of the Initiative in Religious
Practices and Practical Theology at
Chandler School of Theology will
preach on Sunday, January 11, 2015.
A distinguished author and preacher,
he is a frequent contributor to The

Christian Century and the Journal
for Preachers, and a popular
presenter at preaching conferences
worldwide.

Dr.

William Carl, III, is the
President of Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary as well as a professor of
homiletics. Prior to coming to the
seminary, he served as pastor of the
1,700-member First Presbyterian
Church in Dallas. He is the author of
eight books and multiple scholarly
articles and reviews. Dr. Carl will preach
on Sunday, January 25, 2015. v

Celebration of
Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathies as a
congregation is extended to the
family

of

the

following

member upon the death of their
loved one:

Gay Stoner
October 22, 2014

We Welcome
to Our
Membership . . .
Jon and Cindy Bolling
John Kennedy

Madeleine Narvilas
Gregory Pascucci
Erin Tartaglia

Welcome
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Donate to Macedonian Ministry and
Renew Pastors, Strengthen Churches &
Positively Impact Communities
A gift to Macedonian Ministry is a gift that will renew the lives of pastors,
strengthen the effectiveness of their local churches and positively impact the
communities they serve. Pastors all over America are burning out at an alarming
rate. Over 20,000 pastors left the ministry in 2010 and a recent survey by the
Francis Schaeffer Institute indicates 71% of pastors serving churches today are
burned out and battling depression beyond fatigue. The survey also showed that
48% would leave their churches today if they could get other jobs.
This alarming rate of discouragement among pastors is felt by their churches.
The Growing Vital Church Network has found that presently 90% of all
congregations in America are either stagnant or declining. Only 10% are growing.
There is a direct correlation between the spiritual health of pastors and the churches
they serve. Local congregations simply cannot have a strong missional impact
upon their communities with discouraged pastors.
The name Macedonian Ministry comes from Acts 16:9, where the Apostle Paul
hears a call in a dream from a man in Macedonia to “come over and help us.” The
purpose of Macedonia Ministry is to “come over and help” local pastors – to
encourage them and increase their leadership capacity for high-impact ministry.
Macedonian Ministry renews pastors through a three-year mentoring program
that addresses the isolation and depression that increasingly affect clergy while
bringing alongside a seasoned, effective pastor to equip them with leadership skills
that are not adequately taught in seminary. With a proven curriculum that builds
skills for a high impact ministry, what are forged are dynamic learning communities
as well as a close-knit supportive community that vitally impacts pastors and the
churches they serve.
We are pleased to announce that we have received a substantial leadership gift
in light of the need. However, we have not yet reached our goal. Your gift to
Macedonian Ministry will be used here in South Florida to renew pastors,
strengthen churches and positively impact communities with God’s tangible
presence and work. Make a difference today with a gift to Macedonian Ministry.

Given by ________________________________________________________
I would like to make a gift to Macedonian Ministry in the amount of $__________
Please make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach
and place it with your form in the offering plate, drop it off at the church office, or
mail it to First Presbyterian Church, 33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, FL 33483.
9

Remember the
Church When . . .

Estate
Planning
Our

Endowment and
Remembrance Funds are two
excellent opportunities for your
giving consideration, be it your
will, stocks, or as a named
beneficiary of an insurance
policy. This financially wise
method of stewardship helps
ensure the long-term financial
stability of the church and
provides a planned means for
the church to continue its role
in the lives of our members and
those to whom we reach out, in
our community and beyond.
For more information on longterm giving, call the church
office (276-6338).
v v v
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you
are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter,
please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
9 a.m. &11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Adult Sunday Forum 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.
Youth Fellowship
Middle School
5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Senior High
6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Our Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

