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Emailing our Church Staff
by Nancy Fine, Office Manager

The

church staff is excited
about the changes in our email
addresses. We have made the
transition to using our website
domain as our email provider.
During this transition, our old
emails are still active, but they will
be discontinued in the fall.

To

help people make this
transition, we have been listing the
changes on the back of the Sunday
worship bulletin. Additionally, the
contact page on the church website
has been updated to reflect the new
contact information.

Please take some time now to
update your address book. By
taking a few minutes now, you will
be assured that your emails will
continue to reach the appropriate
staff person.
u
Christine Davis
christinedavis@firstdelray.com
u
Nancy Fine
nancyfine@firstdelray.com

u
Dr. Doug Hood
doughood@firstdelray.com
u
Jim Poch
jimpoch@firstdelray.com
u
Aaron Strippel
aaronstrippel@firstdelray.com

The email addresses of
Rev. Jo Garnett and

u
Paula Hare
paulahare@firstdelray.com
u
Rev. Jessi Higginbotham
jessihigginbotham@firstdelray.com

Don Cannarozzi
have not changed.
v v v
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From My Heart to Yours

C hurchS taff

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor
Vice-Moderator – Presbytery of Tropical Florida

Senior Pastor

Jessi Higginbotham, M.Div.

Ministry of Imagination

Associate Pastor

“There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader.
He came to Jesus at night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could do these
miraculous signs that you do unless God is with him.’”
John 3:1, 2 (Common English Bible)

Nicodemus

calls the church to a ministry of imagination. A Pharisee,
Nicodemus departs from the narrow, walled-in sectarian views of his colleagues
and comes to Jesus in sympathetic inquiry. Perhaps Nicodemus is weary of the
wooden, cramping and belittling understanding of the Bible that limits fellowship
with others of another point of view. Perhaps Nicodemus fears that barriers of
thought and divisions in the fellowship of faith can produce nothing higher than
spiritual dwarfs. Perhaps Nicodemus simply wishes for a more expansive and
imaginative faith and believes that Jesus can offer the necessary nutriment. For
whatever reason, Nicodemus comes to Jesus.

A large faith, a full-grown faith must borrow from others. The genius of

maturity is the recognition that a wider vision of this life demands the stimulus of
thought found in another’s wealth. No one discovers adequate nourishment for their
own development within the poverty of self-centeredness and narrow-mindedness.
If we are to exercise ourselves in the wider vision of imagination – as does
Nicodemus – we must listen sympathetically to understandings not our own.
Otherwise we exist only in an echo chamber, our thought never growing, never
expanding. It is well documented that even Shakespeare fetched his water of
inspiration from the wells of other great thinkers and writers.

J.

H. Jowett reflects that one’s life, thinking and theology will remain
comparatively dormant unless it is breathed upon by the bracing influence of
fellowship of thought that is beyond our own. Communion with viewpoints on
every side, viewpoints to both the left and right of our own grasp of the Bible and
the world of thought, lifts our powers for imagination. It is in a grand and inquisitive
imagination that our faith discovers strength and grand proportions. It is where we
acknowledge that Jesus is more than anyone can ever fully grasp.

It would be well if persons of faith were to exercise the same imaginative

curiosity of Nicodemus. A sincere recognition of another’s position, appreciation for
another’s point of view and discovery of another’s purpose and aim in faith
strengthens the fellowship of church. Rather than “leaving the table” when
disagreements of faith arise, perhaps it would be a richer and more spacious church
if we recall the largest common denominator that has always held the people of
faith together, the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
Reprinted from Dr. Hood’s July 3, 2014 blog posting. v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

DISCIPLESHIP MATTERS
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Suppose someone were to ask you, “How is your

motions of church with little evidence of Christ’s power
in our lives.

spiritual health; how is your spiritual life going these
days?” Quick – how would you answer? Most of us
would be startled. This isn’t a question that is often
asked. Occasionally someone will ask us about our
health, our job, or our relationship with a spouse or close
friend. But our spiritual life? Perhaps that is a question a
pastor would ask but chances are no one else would. All
that is necessary is to stay out of the way of the pastor.

An early leader of the Christian Church, Saint

Augustine wrote, “Whoever, therefore, thinks that he (or
she) understands the divine Scriptures or any part of them
so that it does not build the double love of God and of our
neighbor does not understand it at all.” Perhaps a better
question to ask is how is your love for God and love for
others going? Printed below is a basic approach for
growing-up as a mature follower of Jesus Christ. When
this, or another plan, is intentionally followed not only
does our love for God and others increase, we discover
uncommon power for the facing of today’s challenges –
and for all of tomorrows’ as well.

So, how is your spiritual health? I have found that

the answer most often given is that all is well, frequently
with little understanding of what a healthy spiritual life
looks like or the answer is one soaked with guilt for the
present poor spiritual condition. Yes, I have asked many
people and will continue to do so. The question is an
important one. Either we are intentional in growing-up
as mature followers of Jesus or we simply go through the

vvv

A Basic Approach to Growing in Christ
Formative Practices
Formative practices, intentional disciplines or habits, are how we make our home in Christ rather than in
the world. They are lifestyle routines that help us keep on track in living into the life and character of Jesus.
Five formative practices that are generally considered fundamental are, worship regularly, pray daily,
learn and apply God’s Word, participate in a ministry and give financially to the work of the church.
Time in Solitude with God
Christian formation and growth require a growing attentiveness to God, to where God is active in our
lives, and to where we are being led. This attentiveness requires that we regularly make a place in our
lives to sense God’s presence and to hear God speak. This is a time for reading the Bible, prayer and
sitting before God in silence.
Time in Community of a Small Group
The Kingdom of God is relational. A decision to follow Jesus and grow in His likeness cannot be
accomplished alone. The Apostle Paul teaches in his letter of Romans that, though Christian discipleship
is intensely personal, it is corporate in character (Romans 12: 3-5). Regularly meet with a small group
and commit to the study of the Bible using this basic structure: Read, Reflect and Respond. Additionally,
small group members hold one another accountable for spiritual growth and offer encouragement.
Time Sharing Your Faith with Another
Our daily conversations do more than provide a running narrative of our lives; such conversations
shape our experiences, practices and life with one another. Ultimately, Christian formation is the quality
of life we live. That life develops positively in the manner of Jesus as we regularly make time to share
with another our personal growth in faith.
© W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
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Deacons’ Corner

Reflections on Becoming a Deacon
by Mary Martinéz

“The office of Deacon as set
forth in Scripture is one of
sympathy, witness, and
service after the example of
Jesus Christ…. It is the duty
of Deacons, first of all, to
minister to those who are in
need, to the sick, to the
friendless, and to any who
may be in distress both within
and beyond the community of
faith.”

One of the advantages of
being on the Communications
Committee for the Deacons is that
I get to decide what we write for
this column. This month, I am coopting this space to share some of
my thoughts as someone going
into my second year as a Deacon.
While I have served many roles in
the churches to which I have
belonged, this is my first time as a
Deacon. Deciding to take this on
– however imperfectly I may be
carrying out the duties – has been
a wonderful decision in many
ways. I’d like to share some of
them with you.

As someone who is still

to First Presbyterian Church of Delray
Beach (about three and half years), and
still working full time, it was hard for
me to really get to know very many
people when I first started attending.
Beyond the small Friends & Fellowship
group, and a few folks I met through a
brief stint in the choir, I felt a little
disconnected from the many long-time
friendships that I saw around me in the
congregation. Becoming a Deacon has
helped me to get to know people,
especially my fellow Deacons and my
flock, as well as many other people in
the congregation, who, at the least, have
become familiar faces, even if I don’t
always remember their names!

Beyond this, becoming one of the
Deacons has made me feel like part of
the special family that they form within
the larger congregation, serving
together as brothers and sisters in Christ
with a common mission. The spirit of
support and caring among the Deacons
themselves is an incredible blessing.
When we join hands at the close of our
monthly meeting, there is a force of
Christian love that is palpable. I feel
that whatever challenges I may face in
life and bring to those in this group,
they will be there for me.

relatively new to Florida, and new
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In

addition, the Deacons are
incredible role models for faith in
action. It is wonderful to be surrounded
by those who practice both spiritual
discipline and service. So many of them
do small things that we don’t even
know about – visits, notes, flowers,
errands, prayers, small acts of kindness
– for their own flocks and/or for others,
that mean a tremendous amount to the
individuals and communities they
support, and serve as a true witnesses to
the work Christ would have us do.

Finally, the joy I have had from
beginning to form relationships – to feel
in some small way that I have listened,
offered support to some of our
congregation through prayer, or simply
greeted them each Sunday, is a very
special blessing. While I am still only a
novice and beginning to fully carry out
my role, it is one that I would highly
recommend to those who feel they are
called to serve in this way. In caring for
God’s people, we deepen our
relationship with Him and grow toward
the maturity in faith He wishes us all to
attain.
vvv

W orTh WaTchIng
Son of god & The gospel
according to St . Matthew

A Movie Comparison by Nathanael Hood, MA, New York University

I

n 2013, the History Channel aired
The Bible, a mammoth ten-hour
miniseries that depicts scenes from the
Bible starting with the Creation story
from the Book of Genesis and ending
with the early years of the Christian
Church
following
Christ’s
Resurrection. In 2014, scenes from this
miniseries were edited together to
make Christopher Spencer’s Son of
God, a retelling of the Greatest Story
Ever Told. Now, the story of Jesus’ life,
death, and Resurrection has been told
cinematically numerous times over the
years in many different formats from
silent epics (Cecil B. DeMille’s The
King of Kings), to musicals (Norman
Jewison’s Jesus Christ Superstar), to
passion plays (Mel Gibson’s The
Passion of the Christ). So, in
evaluating Son of God, two questions
must be addressed. First, does the film
give a faithful depiction of Jesus’ life?
Second, how is it different from other
movies about Jesus?

Perhaps the best way to assess

Son of God is to compare it to another
movie that tells the story of Jesus. For
the purposes of this article, we will
look at Pier Paolo Pasolini’s The
Gospel According to St. Matthew
(1964), a film which took a
documentary approach to its source

material. Hailed by many critics and
theologians as one of the best
adaptations of the Gospels ever made,
comparing it to Son of God has two
practical applications. First, both films
cover roughly the same narrative.
Second, both films have almost the
same running time. This allows us to
compare how both films are structured
with regard to how much time is
devoted to the various elements of
Jesus’ story.

In Son of God, Jesus appears as a

full-grown man barely 8 minutes in.
But considering that the first few
minutes of the film are comprised of
clips from The Bible taken from the
Old Testament, that leaves barely five
minutes for the story of Mary and
Joseph, the Nativity, and the Flight into
Egypt. Roughly the next hour is
devoted to Jesus’ ministry: the
recruitment of His disciples, His
miracles, and the Last Supper. Jesus is
arrested at the 1 hour and 20 minute
mark, leaving approximately an hour
for Jesus’ trial, the Passion, and His
Resurrection. The result is somewhat
disjointed as some of the most
important parts of Jesus’ life are barely
glanced at while others are given a
disproportionate amount of screentime. This can largely be attributed to
the fact that Son of God was cobbled
5

together from the last five episodes of
The Bible. When five hours of footage
are condensed to two-and-a-half,
sacrifices must be made. But the result
plays more like a compilation of Jesus’
Greatest Hits than the full story of the
savior of mankind.

The

Gospel According to St.
Matthew, on the other hand, divides the
different sections of Jesus’ life much
more evenly. Jesus first appears as a
man at the 26 minute mark and is
arrested nearly two hours in. Most of
the movie is spent detailing Jesus’
ministry and miracles. Some might be
surprised at how quickly Pasolini
jumps from Jesus’ arrest to His
Resurrection, but it’s important to
remember that the Book of Matthew is
very similar in this respect with only
the last three chapters being devoted to
this material.

So now we come back to the

original two questions posed at the
beginning of this article. Do these two
films tell their stories well? The answer
is yes. But for a more in-depth answer
the second question concerning how
they differ from other Jesus films must
be considered. The differences between
the two can be summarized thus: Son
continued on page 6

Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

T he Holly House gang is
pleased to have such a good
group turn out when they get
together in what might have
been thought of as the summer
doldrums. Of course people
come and go, but there are
always enough to get lots of
work done, and lots of friendly
conversation to go with it.

T his has been a boom year
for the mango crop, and there is
going to be plenty of mango
chutney and mango jam so we
won’t run out. The jam is
excellent and not available in

most supermarkets. It’s a nice
little hostess gift, and those in
the know stock up ahead of
time.
Jam, some unusual
crackers and a special tea; you’ll
be welcome anywhere.

S ome of our craftier ladies
have been making hotpads or
trivets out of, believe it or not,
clothespins! Maybe I should
say “more creative” ladies, but
you know what I mean.

D o keep your eye out for
things we might make as you
travel on vacation. It’s okay to

continued from page 5

of God is concerned with Jesus Christ
as a human being while The Gospel
According to St. Matthew is concerned
with Jesus Christ as a religious leader
and divine figure. Or to put it another
way, Son of God is preoccupied with
how Jesus felt while The Gospel
According to St. Matthew is
preoccupied with what Jesus did. Both
films can have practical applications
for viewers seeking to deepen their
understanding of Jesus. Son of God
seeks to engage audiences on a
visceral, emotional level like a
mainstream Hollywood film. But in
doing so it loses its narrative footing
and feels almost rushed and
incomplete. The Gospel According to
St. Matthew is a cerebral experience
that can be likened to a religious

experience in and of itself with its
simple but thorough storytelling and
earnest portrayal of Jesus. My
recommendation is that if you are
curious about Son of God, you might
do better to seek out the full miniseries
first and watch Spencer’s film second.
But if you want the best cinematic
adaptation of Jesus’ story, go with
Pasolini’s version.

Nathanael Hood will be writing
for Presbyterian’s Today
magazine, beginning next year.

v v v
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copy things, we won’t be in
competition with clever people
in Vermont
or Virginia.
Imitation is the sincerest form of
flattery. Nobody can fault you
for being sincere!

T his

is a good time to
remember Mizpah. “May the
Lord watch between me and
thee, while we are absent one
from another.”
v v v

Wonderful Wednesday
to Resume in September

by Kathy Smith

Wonderful Wednesday dinners have evolved into a

The following speakers have already said yes for

great place to meet members who are engaged in the life
of our church; some are relatively new to First Presbyterian
Church of Delray Beach and others have raised their
children here. Our programming speaks to everyone; we
offer suggestions on getting involved in our community
and as well as presenting topics of interest.

our fall programs:
Dr. Stephen Sapp, Professor of Religious Studies,
University of Miami
Rev. Amalie Ash, Presbyter,
Presbytery of Tropical Florida
Ms. Marjorie Ferrer, Director,
Delray Beach Downtown Development Authority

Come join us for delicious dinners, delightful
conversation and dynamic programs!
Wonderful
Wednesdays will start September 17th and continue for ten
weeks, concluding on Sunday, November 30th with the
“Hanging of the Greens”.

Ms. Linda Prior, Board Member,
Family Promise of South Palm Beach County

All our chefs are returning this fall. But we are

Mrs. Nancy Hurd and Mrs. Peg Bowen,
Achievement Center for Children & Families

Ms. Barbara Curtis, Memory and Wellness Center
at Florida Atlantic University

always looking for helpers to create a salad bar, bake a
dessert, or purchase bread from Old School Bread
Company. Let me know if you would like to join the team
(265-3446).

Mr. Joe Gillie, President, Delray Beach Center for
the Arts at Old School Square

In early September, menus and program details will
be available in the church bulletin and website
[www.firstdelray.com]. You will be able to make your
weekly reservations online, in the Courtyard on Sunday
morning, or by calling the church office. The cost for
dinner is $7 per person, with a maximum of $20 per
family.

See you on
September 17th!
vvv
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL DINNER
Sunday,

Celebration of
Eternal Life…

January 11, 2015
Featured Speaker
Dr. Tom Long

Our Deepest Sympathies as a
congregation is extended to the
families

More Details to Follow

of

the

following

members upon the death of their
loved ones:

v v v
Lynne Jackson
June 10, 2014

Caps
of Love
The

volunteer-supported
nonprofit “Federation Handisport”
takes plastic caps from bottles
and recycles them to buy wheelchairs and to provide trained
service dogs for children. These
caps are a different grade of plastic from what is used in bottles.
They are not recycled with plastic bottles so they end up in our
landfills or incinerated, which
harms the environment. This
grade of plastic is valuable when
melted down and sold to manufacturers.

Derinda Lewis
June 23, 2014

Catherine Vaughan

By saving your plastic caps and
depositing them in the Caps of
Love Container in the Courtyard
each Sunday morning, you will not
only be helping the environment,
but you will also be providing benefits to those in need. Remember,
plastic caps only, no metal ones,
please. v
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July 2, 2014

Karl Pinto
July 13, 2014

Phil Phelps
July 16, 2014

Donate to Macedonian Ministry and
Renew Pastors, Strengthen Churches &
Positively Impact Communities
A gift to Macedonian Ministry is a gift that will renew the lives of pastors,
strengthen the effectiveness of their local churches and positively impact the
communities they serve. Pastors all over America are burning out at an alarming
rate. Over 20,000 pastors left the ministry in 2010 and a recent survey by the
Francis Schaeffer Institute indicates 71% of pastors serving churches today are
burned out and battling depression beyond fatigue. The survey also showed that
48% would leave their churches today if they could get other jobs.
This alarming rate of discouragement among pastors is felt by their churches.
The Growing Vital Church Network has found that presently 90% of all
congregations in America are either stagnant or declining. Only 10% are growing.
There is a direct correlation between the spiritual health of pastors and the churches
they serve. Local congregations simply cannot have a strong missional impact
upon their communities with discouraged pastors.
The name Macedonian Ministry comes from Acts 16:9, where the Apostle Paul
hears a call in a dream from a man in Macedonia to “come over and help us.” The
purpose of Macedonia Ministry is to “come over and help” local pastors – to
encourage them and increase their leadership capacity for high-impact ministry.
Macedonian Ministry renews pastors through a three-year mentoring program
that addresses the isolation and depression that increasingly affect clergy while
bringing alongside a seasoned, effective pastor to equip them with leadership skills
that are not adequately taught in seminary. With a proven curriculum that builds
skills for a high impact ministry, what are forged are dynamic learning communities
as well as a close-knit supportive community that vitally impacts pastors and the
churches they serve.
Your gift to Macedonian Ministry will be used here in South Florida to renew
pastors, strengthen churches and positively impact communities with God’s
tangible presence and work. Make a difference today with a gift to Macedonian
Ministry.

Given by ________________________________________________________
I would like to make a gift to Macedonian Ministry in the amount of $__________
Please make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach and
place it with your form in the offering plate, drop it off at the church office, or mail
it to First Presbyterian Church, 33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, FL 33483.

9

Remember the
Church When . . .

Estate
Planning
Our

Endowment and
Remembrance Funds are two
excellent opportunities for your
giving consideration, be it your
will, stocks, or as a named
beneficiary of an insurance
policy. This financially wise
method of stewardship helps
ensure the long-term financial
stability of the church and
provides a planned means for
the church to continue its role
in the lives of our members and
those to whom we reach out, in
our community and beyond.
For more information on longterm giving, call the church
office (276-6338).
v v v
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you
are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter,
please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday morning as
we worship the living God together.

The Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

