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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

 One Great Hour of Sharing 
is a special offering of the PCUSA 
(Presbyterian Church USA).  In Isaiah 
58, God issues a call and a challenge—
to love one another more deeply by 
sharing what we have with those in 
need. One Great Hour of Sharing is 
our direct response to the ways in 
which God has called us to share. 

 In March of 2016, Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi was heavily damaged 
by high winds and flash floods.  As 
residents slowly rebuilt, a tornado 
ripped through the area on February 
21, 2017.  

 Our congregation’s One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering this year 
will be donated to the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg 
to assist in restoring the community. 
Hattiesburg is a city of approximately 
49,500 residents. Over 1,100 homes 
were destroyed or badly damaged.  
The buildings housing the Boys and 
Girls Club, Salvation Army and a 
homeless shelter – three main service 
providers – were all destroyed.

 W estminster Presbyterian 
Church is partnering with R3SM 

by Jeanne Heavilin, 
Mission Outreach Co-Chair

(Rebuild, Recover and Restore 
Southern Mississippi), a local non-
profit offering assistance to the 
community.  

 One of the many families 
needing assistance had been working 
for the past 11 months to repair their 
house, heavily damaged by last year’s 
flooding.  This family had been doing 
the repairs themselves and had just 
completed installing a new roof when 
the tornado tore through their home.  
They have now lost everything.

 William Carey University in 
Hattiesburg was also badly damaged.  
The massive stained glass window in 
Bass Chapel at the school was taken 
away by the tornado but incredibly the 
Bible remained, undisturbed, opened 
to Psalm 46:1 which reads:
God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble.

 By contributing to One Great 
Hour of Sharing on Palm Sunday 
(April 9th), we will be able to 
demonstrate our love of neighbors 
as we help our brothers and sisters in 
Hattiesburg.  v

Holy Week 
Opportunities

Palm Sunday Worship 
Services
in the Sanctuary
Sunday, April 9th – 9 & 11 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship 
Service
in the Sanctuary
Service of Communion 
and Tenebrae
Thursday, April 13th – 7 p.m.

Good Friday 
Music & Meditation
in the Sanctuary
Friday, April 14th – noon

Easter Sunday Worship 
Services
in the Sanctuary
Sunday, April 16th – 9 & 11 a.m.

v v v

Spaghetti Dinner . . Page 10

Easter Egg Hunt . . Page 11



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor

 

If I Told You
“But God shows his love for us, because while 

we were still sinners Christ died for us.”
 Romans 5:8 (Common English Bible)

 
 In his heartfelt country ballad, If I Told You, Darius Rucker asks someone 
to love him in spite of his faults and shortcomings. Written by Ross Copperman, 
Jon Nite and Shane McAnally, the song’s lyrics are a plea for acceptance, for 
understanding, and for love, though he recognizes that it is not deserved. “What if I 
told you sometimes I lose my faith? I wonder why someone like you would even talk 
to me.” Brokenness runs deep in the words as the song fleshes out a brief narrative of 
a life that is lived without a father. The visual that is sketched for the listener is quite 
vivid and one that many people will relate to. Every life is a mixture of brokenness 
and wholeness, regrets and fulfillments – each with varying degrees of one and the 
other. Yet, in the middle of it all is the desire of every person to be loved.

 Perhaps no fear grips a life quite like the fear that one is unworthy of love. 
The apostle Paul knows this fear in his own life. Yet, because of Jesus Christ, Paul 
has richly discovered a love that puzzles, even defies comprehension: “But God 
shows his love for us, because while we were sinners Christ died for us.” Love and 
acceptance is not negotiated. Love is not withheld until we clean-up the mess of our 
lives. God’s love is freely given to each of us in the very midst of the wreckage of 
our lives. And it is there that we desire it the most, as Darius Rucker sings, “If I told 
you the mess that I can be. When there’s no one there to see. Would you look the 
other way, cause you love me anyway?” The plea is urgent – in this song and in the 
depths of our own hearts.

 A life not well lived, a life soiled by regrettable decisions and stupid things has 
an enormous weight that bears down upon our chest and denies life-giving breath into 
our lungs. Such a life, lived day by day, becomes increasingly sorrowful. Questions 
of self-worth well-up in the heart multiplying the pain of an already broken life. The 
plea of the song becomes our own, “If I told you all the stupid things I’ve done. I’d 
blamed on being young. But I was old enough to know, I know. If I told you the 
mess that I can be, when there’s no one there to see. Could you look the other way 
cause you love me anyway? Cause you love me anyway.” The song then ends with 
the plea becoming more poignant, “Could you love me anyway, please?” 

 Paul wants us to know that God loves us anyway: “while we were sinners Christ 
died for us.” This makes all the difference in our lives. Sorrow and brokenness is 
replaced with joy and gratitude. A relationship with God – once broken by our 
poorly lived lives – is restored. The enormous weight that pressed against us is 
removed by an unseen hand and we draw rapidly a fresh breath into our lungs; a 
breath of hope for a new beginning. That is what God does for us. God nails our old, 
regrettable past upon the cross and gives us a fresh start. But now we begin with new 
knowledge – God’s power and love abides with us, and will continue to do so even 
when we stumble again. That is because God loves us anyway.  v

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.
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Journey Map for Spiritual Progress

– Using Heart & Soul Volume 2 –

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor

© Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

Gettin
g Started Go Deeper

Develop CommunityInvite Others

•  Read the brief scripture provided.
    •  Read the meditation that follows scripture.

•  Thoughtfully answer each of the
    provacative questions.
    •  Pray the prayer provided.

•  Identify one to three others to share
    this process.
    •  Agree to meet weekly at a set
        time for 90 minutes.
            •  Each person takes a turn sharing  
 with the group their written
 responses to each question. 
 Take one question at a time.

•  Grab an additional copy of
    Heart & Soul Volume 2.
    •  Give to a neighbor, work
        associate, acquaintance and
        invite them to worship with you.
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 Let me begin by saying how pleased I am to 
be part of the staff at First Presbyterian Church of 
Delray Beach.   You have been very welcoming to 
me in these first few months.  Many of you now know 
my name and I am working hard to learn all of your 
names.

 The Presbyterian Book of Order describes four 
basic parts to pastoral care in a church.  The first and 
foundational part is the individual member.  As you 
grow in Christ, part of your work is to show love and 
care to other members that you meet at the church.  
Second, is the Board of Deacons.  Each Deacon 
has a “flock” which is a group of church members 
with whom they stay in touch and to whom they 
demonstrate care and concern.  Third, is our Stephen 
Ministry made of Stephen Ministers who have been 
trained and are available to help you through a time of 
loss, illness, difficulty or other special need.  Finally, 

by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

Pastoral Care Begins with You

 Come to the Sanctuary for 

personal prayer and reflection on 

Good Friday, April 14th, from noon 

to 1 p.m.  Take advantage of this 

opportunity to deepen your spiritual 

involvement during Holy Week in 

preparation for Easter.  

v v v 

Good Friday 
Music and 

Meditation

Maundy Thursday Service of 
Communion and Tenebrae

 The service of Tenebrae, meaning darkness or shadows, has been 
practiced in the Church since medieval times.  Join us on Thursday, 
April 13th, at 7 p.m. as we walk with Christ with music and Scripture 
through the seven events of Good Friday.  Communion will be served.

 At each stage a candle will be extinguished until only the 
Christ candle remains and the communion table will be covered with 
a black cloth.  The Christ candle will be carried into the Sanctuary 
on Easter Morning (April 16th) as we celebrate the resurrection of  
our Lord.    v

we have our pastoral staff:  Doug Hood, Ben Sorensen, 
and myself.

 Through these four avenues of pastoral care, 
we can show the love of Christ to each person in the 
church.  One thing you as an individual can do is to 
let us know when you are in need of a call or visit or 
if you know of someone else in need in our church.  
If you or a family member goes to the hospital, or if 
you are aware of an illness, death or difficulty in our 
church family, let the church office know.  Then the 
office will contact your Deacon and pastoral staff.

 As a church family, we are here to love and support 
each other.  Let us know how we can be of help.

 Thank you again for the opportunity to serve you 
as your Associate for Pastoral Care.

v v v 
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Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,142,966
Amount Received: $1,914,048

As of March 10, 2017

We Welcome to Our 
Membership

Joan Chalkley
Trent Mutchler

Luellen Newmann
Ronald Newmann

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation 
is extended to the family of the following member 

upon the death of their loved one:

– Dorothy Redwood – 

March 27, 2017

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children 
and Family Ministry

Vacation Bible 
School is Coming!

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  is coming!  
The theme for this summer is Hero Central, 
Discover Your Strength in God.   Many heroes 
will be needed to make this possible.  Would you 
consider being a hero to  God’s children?

Monday, June 12th through 
Friday, June 16th

9 a.m. to Noon

Help is needed in the following areas:
Bible Leaders
Worship Leaders
Science Exploration Team
Recreation Leaders
Refreshment Team
Teen Helpers
Craft Team
Decoration and Staging Team

To be a hero, please contact Grace Hood at 
gracehood@firstdelray.com.
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

 It’s that time of year, and we 
are excited to be welcoming many 
new Deacons to our team!  It will 
take a couple of months for us to 
introduce them all in this column, 
so in the meantime, please greet 
them on Sunday mornings. 
Let them know how much you 
appreciate their taking on this 
special mission of service.

 Dr. Malorie Schneider 
and her husband, John, have 
been attending First Presbyterian 
for about 18 months. Her faith 
journey with Christ began not 
that long ago:  she was baptized 
a Christian on February 27, 2011, 
and Malorie says that from that 
date on, her life has been forever 
changed. With her two children 
grown, she now has time to 
devote herself more directly to 
discipleship. She says she has the 
desire not just to “take” from the 
fellowship of First Presbyterian, 
but also to give.  She wants to 
fully participate in the work of 
Jesus Christ here in Delray Beach, 
which she looks forward to doing 
in new ways as a Deacon. She 
is excited to see how her talents 
might best be used on the Deacon 
team – and she brings us some very 
special ones. Malorie is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice 
serving adults and adolescents.  
In working with her Christian 
clients, she incorporates Biblical 
principles in her therapy. She also 

out of town, and helps with Bible 
Bunch. In a tribute to our church 
family, Holly says that she and her 
husband have felt very welcome each 
Sunday they have entered our doors. 
She will now be passing along this 
feeling as a Deacon.

 Steve Anderson and his 
wife, Holly, have also been attending 
First Presbyterian only since January 
of 2016. But Steve has plenty of 
experience as a lay leader:  he has 
been an Elder three times at his 
previous church. He says that he 
enjoys serving and mentoring, and, 
has put this talent to work by teaching 
the Christian Parenting Class. In the 
past, he has been involved in raising 
scholarship money for the University 
of Michigan and looks forward to 
helping local students. This interest 
is likely tied to his former career 
– he is a retired educator, having 
been a teacher, counselor, principal, 
and curriculum director. He looks 
forward to any Deacon activities that 
relate to helping families, providing 
learning for our congregation, or 
supporting students. His hobbies 
include having a boat and being a 
certified scuba diver, so he tells me 
he’s available if the teens want to 
have an expedition! He is actually a 
well-rounded athlete having ridden 
his bicycle in the Multiple Sclerosis 
150 for over 10 years, earning 20 
Century pins (for riding 100 miles 
per day). Now that is staying power!

offers seminars on wellness topics 
such as stress management, weight/
body image, fitness, communication. 
When asked for a fact that we might 
not know about her, she revealed that 
she was an officer in the Air Force 
for seven years and worked with 
the chaplains in providing weekend 
workshops for married couples. Her 
last three years were spent in special 
operations (you’ll have to ask her 
more about this!).

 Holly Anderson has been a 
member of First Presbyterian since 
January 2016. She accepted the 
call of Deacon because she “feels 
privileged to be part of such a lovely 
church family.” Her daughter and 
son-in-law, Stephanie and Joaquin 
Negron, invited Holly and her 
husband. Steve, to church here when 
they first arrived in Delray Beach 
last year. Like so many of those who 
have joined us, they were moved by 
Dr. Hood’s messages and enjoyed 
the beautiful music program. Holly 
notes that they have been members 
of various Presbyterian churches all 
over the country, and that our church 
is one of the most inspiring and 
evangelical congregations they have 
found. Holly has already discovered 
several ways to serve:  she joined the 
choir last spring, but then felt she 
could be of even more service as a 
Sunday School substitute, so took 
this on. She was invited to give the 
children’s message when Grace was 

New Members Join First Presbyterian and Jump Right in as Deacons!

Continued on page 7
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Christmas EvE OffEring 
thank YOu

  Our Christmas Eve offering was dedicated to Caps of 
Love.  The following is from the Caps of Love Facebook page.

 The First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach has been 
a staunch supporter of Caps Of Love since before we were 
actually a charity! Five years ago, Nancy Crell and Mary Jane 
Sickel were eager to spread the mission at their church. Years 
later, Wally Hartung, Kari Shipley, Alexandra Harris, and many 
others have done a fantastic job educating the congregation 
and others. They taught how to identify and recycle correctly 
so that Caps Of Love can use the recycling funds to provide 
wheelchairs to handicapped children in the USA. 

 This past Christmas Eve, the church used the offering to 
collect donations for Caps Of Love!  Today Jeanne Heavilin 
delivered this precious donation to our warehouse while I 
was working there. THE CONGREGATION AND CHURCH 
DONATED $10,000! I am completely overwhelmed at their 
generosity. 

 Most of these funds are specifically to be used to purchase 
new batteries for the donated wheelchairs that need them. Caps 
Of Love also provides new batteries and repairs to handicapped 
children who’s existing wheelchair needs to be fixed or needs 
accessories they cannot afford. It is such a great feeling to 
know that we will not be turning down ANY request from these 
deserving children any time soon.  v

 Paul Bortz has a long family history 
with Delray Beach and First Presbyterian.  
In fact, he and his wife, Vicki, were 
married by our former pastor, Dr. Bush, 
twenty-eight years ago, and an aunt 
and cousin are buried in our Memorial 
Garden.  Paul and Vicki, who have two 
grown sons, have been full-time residents 
in Boynton Beach for the past three and 
half years.  Paul says he was honored to 
become a Deacon – it was the best way he 
could think of to get more involved with 
his church, serve and assist its members 
and the community, and help in achieving 
our ministry.  Paul brings many talents 
related to his broad experience in the 
construction trades, including running his 
own company.  In addition, he has also 
served as a volunteer or board member for 
a variety of educational, governmental, 
and philanthropic organizations.  This 
did not keep him too busy to fly, own 
boats, hunt, fish, and waterski!  Paul is 
committed to serving God through the 
Deacon role “with all his heart and soul”, 
and he describes himself as “just one of 
God’s children who wants to give thanks 
for the many blessings that have carried 
him this far in life.”

 Thank you to each of these 
people of faith whom God has 

brought to serve with us at First 
Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach.  They are OUR blessing. 

v v v 

Continued from page 6 by Jeanne Heavilin, 
Mission Outreach Co-Chair

Valerie Mathieu, President and Founder of Caps of Love USA 
proudly displaying our check.
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 Now it is time to get back to work creating more wonderful items for the fall Bazaar, beginning Tuesday, 
April 4th.  All women of the church and friends are invited to come to Holly House. 

 Have an idea for our 2017 Bazaar?  We welcome craft experts, novices, sewers, flower arrangers, artists and 
all friendly women, whether you are a member of the church or not. Please bring samples to this first Tuesday 
meeting in April for Show and Tell for the group’s consideration.

 Holly House will be meeting every Tuesday and Thursday morning, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., beginning April 
4th. You can choose the day or days and hours that you can volunteer to work. We are appreciative for whatever 
time you may have to volunteer. Questions or need more information?  Contact Cindy (374-8707) or Marilyn 
(274-0778). 

 The Step-Above Rummage Sale was a great success and we celebrated the hard work of those involved at 
our annual luncheon in February. 

 Holly House members are grateful for the bounty of everyone’s participation, donations and coming to buy 
at the rummage sale.  We are also grateful to be able to donate items to the following charities:

  Animal Rescue Force Family Promise of South Palm Beach County
  Caridad Foster Families
  C.R.O.S. Ministries Ginger’s Closet
  Dress for Success Vietnam War Vets
  Faith Farms

All Helpers are treasured and are promised a great opportunity 
to share our fellowship as we help our church.  Please join us!  v

Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

Holly House is Back to Creating in April!
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Mission Agency Bus Tour
by Stephanie Grant

 On Friday, March 3rd, members and friends 
of the church took an agency tour to the Caridad 
Center, the Soup Kitchen, and the Community 
Caring Center. All three facilities are making an 
impact in the community and surrounding areas. 

 The Caridad Center started out as a double wide 
trailer that was donated by the church. It is now the 
largest free health care clinic of its kind in the state. 
Medical services from preventive care to emergency 
services and a number of other services in between 
as well as vision and dental are free of charge to 
qualifying families. The Center provides extensive 
medical care to nearly 25,000 patients annually.

 The Soup Kitchen was also an impressively 
large operation. It is open seven days a week, 365 
days a year to serve hot meals to whoever needs 
one. Annually the kitchen provides over 200,000 
meals and approximately 37,000 bags of groceries 
to those in need. Astonishingly, the Soup Kitchen 
does this on a roughly $500,000 budget equating to 
$7 million in kind. 

 The Community Caring Center also distributes 
food to those in need as well as provide assistance 
applying for food stamps, Medicaid, and prescription 
drug applications. “Breaking the cycle of poverty 
through healthy food and nutrition education” is 
a motto of the organization and one of the ways it 
does this is via a Senior Veggie Mobile program. 
The veggie mobile delivers fresh produce to frail 
and elderly shut-ins who may otherwise not have 
access to fresh produce. Another way is through 
the Culinary Incubator Program called the Secret 
Garden. The Secret Garden provides a shared space 
to entrepreneurs, allowing them to practice their 
trade and giving technical assistance in a nurturing 
atmosphere to develop their business concepts. 

 It was truly inspirational to see how passionate 
the tour guides were about what they did and how 
large of an impact these three entities are making 
in the community. More importantly, it would not 
be possible without the numerous volunteers and the 
generosity of organizations like First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach. v 
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 The Youth Mission Trip will be from June 
20th to 23rd. We are driving to Key West to 
help paint and fix a Presbyterian Church. 
There will also be other mission components. 
This is for middle school and high school 
students. We would love any college age 
students to come as well and we have a 
need for adult chaperones. The cost is $200 
per person. If you need financial assistance, 
contact Dr. Sorensen (276-6338, ext. 13 or 
bensorensen@firstdalray.com) or Nancy Fine 
(276-6338, ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.
com).  Express your interest in attending to 
Dr. Sorensen.

by Dr. Ben Sorensen, 
Director of Youth, College and Young Adult Ministry

Youth Trips this Summer

 The Montreat conference is July 23rd 
to 29th for incoming 9th graders through 
graduating seniors in high school. The cost is 
$400 per person. If you need financial assistance 
contact, Dr. Sorensen (276-6338, ext. 13 or 
bensorensen@firstdelray.com) or Nancy Fine 
(276-6338, ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.com). 

v v v 

Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser

 Join us on Wednesday, April 5th for our 
Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser.  The youth of 
our church will be serving a home-cooked Italian 
meal to raise funds for them to go on mission trips 
during the year.  The dinner will be in Fellowship 
Hall at 6 p.m.  The cost is $7 per adult, $5 per 
child, and $20 per family, payable at the door. 
Takeout orders will be available upon request.  
Make your reservation on the church website 
under Upcoming Events, on the sign-up sheet in 
the Courtyard or by contacting the church office 
(276-6338).
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Session Report  
As part of its meeting on 

February 21st, the Session:

1. Approved the request from the Mission Outreach 

Committee that the One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering be designated to Westminster Presbyterian 

Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi to help residents 

there after a recent tornado outbreak.

2. Thanked outgoing Elders Heavilin and Phillips 

for their work on the Session.

3. Dr. Hood provided Elder training using 

Making Disciples, Making Leaders: A Manual for 

Presbyterian Church Leader Development.  v

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children 
and Family Ministry

The Great Surprise 
(Activities, Pizza, 

and Egg Hunt)

 Join us for The Great Surprise at noon on Palm 

Sunday, April 9th, in Fellowship Hall for surprising 

activities, pizza, and an egg hunt. At The Great 

Surprise, kids and their families will experience 

hands-on fun with a variety of surprising 

activities.  Through these WOW experiences, 

everyone discovers the amazing surprise that 

Jesus is alive!  There is no cost to attend the event, 

however, reservations are desired for planning 

purposes. You may make your reservation in the 

Courtyard, on the church website under Upcoming 

Events, or by calling the church office (276-6338).
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry of 
prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets once a week, on Wednesdays. from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the meeting room. These meetings are for the purpose of honoring prayer requests that come 
through our worship services or through the church office. Each request is handled with respect, 
confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a name and address, a card will be sent to confirm 
that prayer was offered during the week the request was received. You are invited to join this 
prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide 
additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.


