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Scripture 
readerS for 

church

 Your young person is 

invited to be a reader of the 

first Scripture, on Sundays, 

during the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

worship services.  Any child 

or youth who is comfortable 

reading is invited to 

participate.  Please contact 

Grace Hood at gracehood@

firstdelray.com.  

v v v

Westminster Ringers Take 
Their Show on the Road!

 We will be one of seven handbell choirs participating in a Festival 
Handbell Concert at The Pink Church (First Presbyterian Church 
of Pompano Beach) at 4 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, April 10th.  The 
Goldtones from First United Methodist Church of Port St. Lucie, 
the Sanctuary Bell Choir of Miami Shores Presbyterian Church, the 
Resurrection Ringers from St. Jude Catholic Church in Boca Raton, the 
Handbell Choir of Christ Church United Methodist in Fort Lauderdale, 
the Chancel Handbell Choir of the Pink Church, and our Westminster 
Ringers will ring together and individually.  The majestic sound of 
massed handbell choirs exceeds the beauty of anything you can imagine.  
Small ensembles and solo ringers (including Vinny Mutarelli, who has 
often soloed here) will round out the program.  The church is at 2331 NE 
26th Avenue in Pompano Beach (one block north of Copens Road and 
one block east of Federal Highway).  Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students, and free for children.  Come and support our ringers!

v v v

by Jim Poch, 
Associate Director of Music

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of 
Children and Family Ministry



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor

 

Life’s Disappointments
“I have shown it to you with your own eyes; 

however, you will not cross over into it.”

Deuteronomy 34:4 (Common English Bible)
 

 This is a remarkable picture of Moses! He is at the point of death, on a 
mountaintop, gazing out over the Promised Land, a land for which he led God’s 
people to possess, pondering God’s word to him that he himself will never enter the 
land. A universal truth of life is captured in this tragic moment, a truth that neither the 
great or small among us escapes; life brings equal capacity to experience joy as well 
as disappointment. This singular moment of Moses’ life lays hold of our imagination 
as no other moment in his life does. Life sometimes falls short of what is desired and 
for which we intended our labors to provide.

     That moment is on the horizon for every one of us – that moment when we realize 
that our grandest dreams and the greatest desires of our heart may not be realized. 
Moses wanted to cross over into God’s Promised Land and the apostle Paul urgently 
wanted to take the gospel to Bithynia. Both were denied. Both their circumstances and 
own earnest efforts gave Moses and Paul every reason to believe their central purpose 
and passion in life would be achieved. But what would lie beyond their vision was 
the disheartening experience of watching their dreams tumble to the ground. “I have 
shown it to you with your own eyes; however, you will not cross over into it.”

     What are we to make of this? We do not have access to Moses’ inner thoughts as 
he sat upon that mountain, looking out over the Promised Land. Paul speaks little of 
his failed ambition to preach in Bithynia. What we do know is that both Moses and 
Paul had a choice to make. They could look back bitterly, questioning where it all went 
wrong, angrily regretting that they ever had dreams at all, and this decision producing 
tears of disappointment. Or, they can hold their heads up in their disappointment and 
acknowledge that God has blessed their labor, that in their struggle, God’s purposes 
were advanced and that by God’s power, they did step closer to eternal things. 

 Perhaps there is no greater struggle than recognizing again and again that 
God’s view of success and failure is different from our own. And, it is God’s view, 
which really matters. Moses and Paul fixed their gaze upon a destination. Yet, what 
really matters to God is whether at the end of the pilgrimage those God calls have 
learned patience and humility, and have entered into an utter dependence upon God. 
Ultimately, the destination is quite a secondary thing. It is the quality of the pilgrimage 
that matters. We don’t have access to the private thoughts of Moses and Paul as they 
experienced disappointment. But they were great men of God and great people live 
their lives for God. I suspect that, at the end of their life, Moses and Paul lifted their 
gaze beyond failed aspirations and saw God’s smile at a life well lived.   v
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by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Discipleship Matters

3

A Basic Approach to Spiritual Growth
Formative Practices  
Worship Regularly
Pray Daily
Learn & Apply God’s Word
Participate in a Ministry
Give Financially
 
Time in Solitude with God 
Identify a regular time each day to be alone with God for a minimum of twenty minutes reading the 
Bible and prayer.  Also helpful is the use of a devotional guide such as Dr. Hood’s Heart & Soul 
available from the church.
  
Time in Community with Others 
One hour each week, spend time with one or more people reading the Bible and discussing the 
application to life today.  Also share how your faith is growing or faith challenges you are facing.  
This may be done with a spouse, children, or friends.  Make it enjoyable with a beverage and snacks.
 
Time Sharing Your Faith with Another 
Our faith expands richly by sharing with another person how we are personally experiencing God or 
what we are discovering by our personal reading of the Bible.  Be intentional and do this once or twice 
each year with different people like colleagues at work or friends in social circles. 
                                                    
  © W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

Quotations on Prayer for Reflection: 
“No better testing ground for prayer can be found 

than in one’s own personal life.”
(John Sutherland Bonnell)

“Prayer is not mere wishing. It is asking – with a will. Our will goes into it. 
It is energy.  We turn to an active Giver; therefore we go into action.”

(P. T. Forsyth)

“One becomes a practicing Christian by practicing prayer.”
(Simon Chan)

“In short, self-centered prayers focus on ourselves. 
God-centered prayers bring us into the very presence of God. 

We would do well to approach God with a deep sense of awe.”
(Paul Cedar)
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 Youth Sunday was a 
wonderful success this 

year. Our youth group planned and led 
us in worship on February 28th with the 
theme “We Are All Called by God”. The 
sermons were delivered by two seniors 
in high school, Bailey Warren and Carly 
McNall. We were also thrilled to have 
Mayor Cary Glickstein in attendance to 
support our youth group.     v

Youth Sunday 2016
by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham, Associate Pastor

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of  Children and Family Ministry

Vacation Bible School  
Help is Needed

Vacation Bible School!

June 6 through June 10, 2016

9 a.m. until Noon

 Leaders and Crew are needed for these exciting and fun mornings!
Contact Grace Hood, gracehood@firstdelray.com or 276-6338, ext. 17.

  v v v

Job  Opportunity

 We have an immediate need 
for someone to work in the church 
nursery on Sunday mornings from 
8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. This 
person will provide dependable, safe, 
secure and nurturing care to children, 
ages 0 to 3. For more information 
on responsibilities and pay, please 
contact Grace Hood at 276-6338,  
ext. 17 or gracehood@firstdelray.com. 

v v v
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 The Step-Above Rummage Sale was a great success and now it is time to get back to creating more wonderful 
items for the fall Bazaar.

 The Holly House workshops are beginning the first Tuesday of the month, April 5th.  All women of the church 
and friends are invited to come to Holly House. 

 Have an idea for our 2016 Bazaar?  We welcome craft experts, novices, sewers, flower arrangers, artists and 
friendly women, whether you are a member of the church or not. Please bring samples to this first Tuesday meeting 
for Show and Tell for the group’s consideration.

 Holly House will be meeting every Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., beginning April 5th. 
You can choose the day or days and hours that you can volunteer to work. We are grateful for whatever time you 
may have to volunteer. Questions?  Contact Donna King at 523-6091.  

 All Helpers are treasured and are promised a great opportunity to share our fellowship as we help our church.  
  v v v

Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

Successful Step-Above Rummage Sale!
Back to Creating in April
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

 We hope everyone had a 
chance to “Meet Your Deacon” at 
last month’s event!  We’d like to 
introduce the whole congregation 
to several of the new, first-time 
Deacons in this month’s column:

 David Heisler has attended 
First Presbyterian since the fall of 
2014; he and his wife, Dianne, 
joined the church in March 2015. 
His story is a great example of 
how First Presbyterian is growing 
– appealing to new members and 
fully engaging them in the life of 
our church.  
 David told me, and I wanted 
to include this full quote from him 
with the hope it will inspire others 
to join us: “When I was approached 
to be a Deacon I thought, ‘Why 
me?  What do I have to offer to this 
church and the community?’  After 
thinking about it for a short time, I 
turned that thought into ‘Why not 
me? The world we live in today is 
filled with very troubling times. I 
think people today are looking for 
a place where they are all accepted; 
a place, where they can belong, 
where a ‘Hello’ is heartfelt, and 
a hand shake welcomes everyone 
regardless of where you have been 
or where you may be going.’” 

 He went on to explain how 
much he loves, and believes in, 
helping people – just keeping your 
eyes open to the opportunities 
life brings you to lend a hand. He 
and Dianne have been married for 
35 years and have two adopted 

a small-town Presbyterian Church. 
In fact, Cheri has a long history with 
the Presbyterian church.  Her mother, 
now 92, has been a member of that 
same church in NY for 82 years; and 
she and Cheri’s sister are ordained 
Elders. The Davis family was 
originally drawn to our church by the 
uplifting music and the preaching of 
Dr. Bush, our former pastor. 

 Cheri told me that she felt the Lord’s 
leading to serve in a different ministry 
than that of singing in the choir, which 
was her life-long practice. She noted that 
she has been helped and encouraged by 
several Deacons here, who were always 
smiling and willing to help with any 
questions she had; she says “they are a 
blessing; I hope to be the same.”  She 
brings the gift of hospitality and “making 
people feel a sense of inclusion” to our 
Deacon ministry. She noted that having 
been raised to work as a “server” in her 
parent’s restaurant business, she was 
taught to smile and say hello to everyone 
in town: “Little did I know that was the 
definition of Deacon.”  (So nice to know 
someone is reading our column!)

 Her other pursuits are singing with 
The Club Singers, a 65-member group 
that performs a variety of music at 
various venues in Palm Beach County, 
raising money for talented youth music 
programs; and playing Scrabble.   

 All of these new Deacons are a 
great blessing to our ministry, and we 
hope you will get to know them better.

v v v 

children: Steven, 25, who was adopted 
from Romania at 10 months old, and 
Chelsie, 24, who came to them through 
an open adoption and keeps in touch 
with her birth family. David is also a 
cancer survivor of over 25 years. 

 Keith Neff and his wife, 
Quisqueya, have been attending First 
Presbyterian for three years. They were 
drawn to this church by the friendly, 
warm and inviting people they met on 
their first visit. He believes they were 
the first folks invited to lunch upon the 
arrival of Doug and Grace Hood.  Keith 
says he was interested in becoming 
a Deacon to give back to the church 
and others by offering his time and 
energy.  He also feels it can lead to both 
a greater understanding of the Lord, and 
more ways to be of service.

 Keith is an expert in commercial 
and residential real estate, having spent 
32 years buying, selling and marketing 
high-rise “trophy” office buildings in 
Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Denver.  He brings us 
strong planning, forecasting, analysis, 
property management, portfolio 
management, numbers, and people 
skills. Quisqueya, the other half of this 
talented couple, is an attorney with a 
Masters in English, and was Director of 
Sotheby’s International Real Estate for 
the Dominican Republic. 

 Cheri Davis has been attending 
First Presbyterian with her family since 
2010, when they moved here from 
Addison, NY in New York State’s Finger 
Lakes region. There, they had attended 

Newer Members Of Our Congregation Feel Called To Deaconship!
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 Kevin Reynolds’ Risen is one of the 
best religious movies, in years, due in large 
part to the fact that it doesn’t feel like a 
religious movie until the second half. We 
are presented with a side of the Resurrection 
story scarcely considered by artists, writers, 
and religious leaders: the reactions of the 
Roman authorities to the disappearance 
of the body of a martyred Jewish prophet. 
After all, to the Romans, Jesus of Nazareth 
was just a rabble-rouser exacerbating their 
precarious relationship with local Jewish 
authorities. The authenticity of the rumors 
surrounding his so-called “resurrection” is 
irrelevant—if the people believe them the 
results could be riots, turmoil, and upheaval. 
So when reports of an empty tomb surface, 
Pontius Pilate (Peter Firth) orders Clavius 
(Joseph Fiennes), an experienced and jaded 
tribune, to recover the body at all costs.

 Essentially a police procedural, the 
first half follows Clavius going about his 
investigation with the meticulousness 
of a detective. Jewish cemeteries are 
ripped apart, bodies are exhumed for 
identification, and possible witnesses are 
arrested and interrogated. These scenes can 
be difficult to watch for their somewhat 
graphic content. Though the film boasts a 
PG-13 rating, Reynolds doesn’t hesitate to 
linger on the more “scientific” aspects of 
crucifixion, Roman corpse disposal, and 
bodily decomposition. It’s one thing to read 
about how crucified criminals had their legs 
broken to speed up their dying. It’s quite 
another to actually see it. But these scenes 

are important in how they recontextualize 
the film as a kind of skeptic’s investigation. 
Scoffing at the divinity of Jesus and 
the religion of the Jews, Clavius seeks 
rational explanations for the Resurrection 
even in the face of irrational evidence. At 
least, that is, until he makes a miraculous 
discovery and meets the Messiah among 
his disciples. 

 The second half of the film is a 
more traditional religious movie in that 
it assumes the divinity of Jesus and the 
authenticity of his teachings. There is no 
wiggle-room: Jesus is the son of God. We 
see him work miracles. We see him appear, 
disappear, and ascend into heaven. The 
last 30-40 minutes are basically the last 
chapters of the Gospel of Matthew as seen 
through the eyes of a tag-along Roman 
soldier. Though still told from Clavius’ 
point-of-view, the detached objectivity 
that made the first part pop evaporates 
as we watch Jesus heal the sick and 
apparently teleport. It’s a shame that Risen 
eventually resorts to such commonplace 
biblical reenactments after such a wildly 
original first half. 

 But my personal gripes aside, Risen 
remains a surprisingly clever, well-written, 
and heart-felt piece of filmmaking. I 
feel that while it may have been a more 
effective tool for ministering to non-
Christians if it had maintained a level of 
ambiguity over the authenticity of the 
Resurrection, much spiritual nourishment 
can still be found in this film.   v

Worth Watching
Risen

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University



4. Place in appropriate container 
in the Courtyard

 You can learn more about 
proper sorting by attending a 
church sponsored sorting event, 
visiting our website under Serve/
Mission Opportunities or visiting 
“What to Collect” and “How to 
Sort” at capsoflove.com.

v v v
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 Caps of  Love is a local, 
non-profit charity that provides 
wheelchairs to handicapped 
children in the United States.  
These wheelchairs are funded 
100% by recycling and selling 
certain plastic caps and lids.  To 
date, 110 tons have been recycled 
and 26 wheelchairs given away in 
three states.

 To maximize the income, 
these caps and lids MUST be 
sorted properly.  Here are the new 
guidelines:

HOW TO SORT CAPS AND 
LIDS
1. Discard all caps containing 

metal

2. Remove all paper liners

Caps of Love
by Alexandra Harris

3. Separate into 
three bags: 

#2
• All tiny 

translucent water 
caps 

• All Dasani small 
deep green caps 
with 2 wavy lines 
on top

• All caps or lids with #2 in the 
recycling triangle

#4
• All caps or lids with #4 in the 

recycling triangle

#5
• All large translucent drink caps 

(Smart Water, Arizona Tea)
• All caps or lids with #5 in the 

recycling triangle
• Most unmarked caps and lids
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We Welcome to Our Membership . . .
Walter Hartung

Troy and Alisa Meinderstma
Michael and Kay Neal

Brian and Sheila Sutherland
Tony and Tiel Villani

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 
congregation is extended to the families 
of the following members upon the death 
of their loved one:

– Roda Lerpold –
February 27, 2016

– Nancy Freeman –
March 5, 2016

– Muriel Myers –
March 18, 2016

Handicap Door  
Opener Installed

 A handicap
door opener was 
recently installed on 
the outside door of 
the Covered Patio 
across from the 
Courtyard area where 
the handicap ramp is 
located.  This automatic 
door, with easy to 
reach opener buttons, 
will allow those with 
mobility issues to 
enter the Sanctuary 
level without walking 
any steps.  Once the button is pushed, the door opens and remains 
open, allowing time to move through the entrance, with the door 
closing behind the individual.      v 
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry of 
prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets once a week, on Wednesdays. from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. in the Christian Learning Center. These meetings are for the purpose of honoring prayer 
requests that come through our worship services or through the church office. Each request is 
handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a name and address, a card 
will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the request was received. You are 
invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (414-9165). Sharon will 
be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday Forum 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Prayer Ministry Team


