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The Board of Deacons proudly announces its Fellowship for

Scholarship events this summer to benefit the Deacons’ Scholarship

Fund.

There are two ways to join in on the fun: as a host, or as a

participant.  For those who enjoy throwing parties or having get-

togethers with friends and family, hosting a Fellowship for Scholarship

event would be a great way to do what you love and benefit a great cause

at the same time.  And church members who may not be able to host an

event simply make a call to the number below and we can help you

connect with a host.

If you would like to host an event, here is what you will need to do:

Pick a date in June or July
Pick a theme

BBQ

Pool Party

Game Night

Pizza

Gourmet Gathering

Appetizers and Desserts

Be creative…the possibilities are endless!

Set your donations request amount for your guests 
($15, $20, $25 per guest, or any amount you choose.  

Or just put out a basket for donations).
Invite your guests (church members and non-members).

Have fun!

You provide the fellowship, food and fun for your guests and benefit

this great cause.  Plus, it is a chance to introduce your non-member

friends to the great opportunities our church offers.

Donations contributed at these “Fellowship for Scholarship” events

can be in cash or checks made payable to:  First Presbyterian Church of

Delray Beach with “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line.  Donations
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INSIDE . . .

It is with great sadness to

report that Dr. Theodore A.

Bush, our Pastor Emeritus,

passed away on Tuesday,

February 26th.  A memorial

service was held in our

Sanctuary on March 6th.

Rev. Jo Garnett, our Associate

for Senior Ministries, Rev.

Linda Harper, our former

Parish Associate, Rev. Kellen

Smith, Associate Pastor at

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian

Church in Pennsylvania, who

grew up in our congregation

and was mentored through

the seminary process by Dr.

Bush, and Rev. Katie Fellows

Christie, who also grew up in

our congregation and a

mentee of Dr. Bush, officiated

at the service.

by Scott Del Mastro

�

continued on page 6



From My Heart to Yours
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“The final work of grace in anyone’s life is to make a person gracious.”

–– Fred B. Craddock in his sermon, On Being Gracious

The subject is grace. Not only grace but the subject is God’s call to the
church for extravagant expressions of grace. God’s grace is demonstrated
in the cross. The response of God’s people must flow from that
demonstration. As we have received the undeserving favor of God, the
whole notion of grace, so we extend the same favor to others, particularly
those who may be undeserving. As Fred Craddock so correctly observes,
the final work of grace in anyone’s life is to make a person gracious.

As members of First Presbyterian Church, we are more than a club of
people who enjoy the same style of worship and the warmth of fellowship;
we are a community of faith. That community is called together by Jesus,
held together by Jesus and commanded by Jesus to complete God’s work
of grace in the local community and throughout the world. Extending grace
to others is a non-negotiable for those who are baptized into God’s
community of faith.

This is not always evident in churches. The church may be called to be
an alternative community from the rest of the world but often it isn’t. When
the world “points the finger” at someone, so does the church. When the
world passes judgment on someone’s behavior, so does the church. When
the world becomes critical of someone’s bad judgment or poor life choices,
so does the church. As one young person once told me in Pennsylvania, I
love the whole idea about what the church is to be in the world. The
problem is, most often it’s just like the world. The church loves those who
deserve to be loved and can be rather mean to the sinner.

There is a wonderful story in the eighth chapter of John’s Gospel. A
woman is caught in adultery. There is no question that she is guilty. She is
caught in the very act! Not even Jesus denies that she is guilty. Remember
the story? Pay attention to the details. There is no question that she was
betraying her marriage vows. There is no question that what she was doing
is wrong. Result? Fingers extended on one hand, pointing directly at her, a
stone in the other hand to cast at her. Everything was going wrong that day
for the woman. But then something went right. The angry, self-righteous
crowd decided to get Jesus involved. Remember the story? Jesus didn’t
dismiss her sin. Nor did He point His finger at her. Jesus gave generously
that day; Jesus gave away God’s grace. And fingers once extended, pointing
directly at her, were closed and stones dropped to the ground. A mob was
transformed into a community of faith; a community of grace.  v
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Five Minutes for Christian Formation

3

for personal improvement. That isn’t how relationships
are supposed to work. Relationships are about intimacy
and mutual sharing. They are about enjoying one
another. This is what God desires. 

At the bottom of this page each month is an
approach, or pathway for experiencing real spirituality.
Here is a reasonable and effective way for entering into
a relationship with Jesus that is rich and meaningful.
Yes, it does require work, hard work, but any
relationship that really matters requires no less. What
is experienced by that work is genuine intimacy with
Jesus. And as Kelly Kapic observes, that intimacy with
Jesus naturally results in our personal transformation. 

So many of us get it backwards. We work at self-
improvement when what God desires is intimacy. If we
work on that, God produces in us the self-improvement
we desire.    v

Marriage is difficult work. Well, that isn’t
necessarily true. Effective marriages that are rich and
meaningful are hard work. I have seen plenty of
marriages that show little evidence of hard work. So
have you. They are the ones with people who are
preoccupied with themselves, people so caught-up with
themselves that they demand much and give little. Such
marriages either result in miserable people or two
people who have simply settled for something so much
less than the intention of a healthy marriage. 

Real spirituality or “Christian formation” as I
speak of here on this page each month, is hard work. It
requires intentional activity, the decision to “do”
something that actively advances a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. The work we do is not

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

A Basic Approach to Christian Formation & Discipleship
Formative Practices
Formative practices, intentional disciplines or habits, are how we make our home in Christ rather than in
the world. They are lifestyle routines that help us keep on track in living into the life and character of Jesus.
Five formative practices that are generally considered fundamental are, worship regularly, pray daily,
learn and apply God’s Word, participate in a ministry and give financially to the work of the church.

Time in Solitude with God
Christian formation and growth require a growing attentiveness to God, to where God is active in our
lives, and to where we are being led. This attentiveness requires that we regularly make a place in our
lives to sense God’s presence and to hear God speak. This is a time for reading the Bible, prayer and
sitting before God in silence.

Time in Community of a Small Group
The Kingdom of God is relational. A decision to follow Jesus and grow in His likeness cannot be
accomplished alone. The Apostle Paul teaches in his letter of Romans that, though Christian discipleship
is intensely personal, it is corporate in character (Romans 12: 3-5). Regularly meet with a small group
and commit to the study of the Bible using this basic structure: Read, Reflect and Respond. Additionally,
small group members hold one another accountable for spiritual growth and offer encouragement.

Time Sharing Your Faith with Another
Our daily conversations do more than provide a running narrative of our lives; such conversations
shape our experiences, practices and life with one another. Ultimately, Christian formation is the quality
of life we live. That life develops positively in the manner of Jesus as we regularly make time to share
with another our personal growth in faith.                                                     

© W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

DISCIPLESHIP MATTERS

“Real spirituality, therefore, is not fundamentally about

self-improvement, but about an intimacy and communion

with the triune God that transforms the believer’s life.”

–– Kelly M. Kapic
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Continuing from last month, I
will continue to present each of the
new Deacons until they are all
covered and you know each one a
little better. This month, I have
chosen to feature  Michael Owen
and Bob Buddy. I shall begin with
Michael Owen. 

Michael loves
heights. I found this
particular piece of
information
interesting because
most people are the
exact opposite. I
can’t get in an
elevator, let alone
let it take me to the
upper floor of a
building. But
because he loves
heights, Michael
climbed Mount
Kilimanjaro three
years ago. He also
loves jumping out
of airplanes, which used to be part
of his profession while serving in
the Army. He has gotten so used to
the feeling of jumping out of
planes, that he says it doesn’t even
seem like he’s falling. I remember
first meeting Michael when my
family, the Gaudrees and Michael
and his wife, Betsy, out to lunch
after church one Sunday; it was a
pleasure to meet some new faces.
Michael also enjoys looking for the
best barbeque place and enjoys a
good steak. He is glad to join the
Deacons and he wants to promote
church discipleship.  

I will now move on to Bob
Buddy. I first saw Bob when he
started singing in the choir a while
ago. I had always wanted to
introduce myself and was happy
when I finally got to meet him
through the interviewing process. I
found out that he is a member of a
barbershop quartet as well as other

choral groups.
Currently, in one of
his groups, they are
singing songs from
the academy award
nominated film,
“Les Miserables”.
He is now happily
retired but used to
work as a financial
planner and a health
insurance broker.
His favorite food is
herring with a
special cream sauce.
As a Deacon, he
hopes to contact
people who are

looking for spiritual guidance and is
wishing for the opportunity to
revitalize their spiritual journey, in a
way to benefit them and the church
itself. 

After this article, I hope you
have found a way to connect to both
Michael and Bob in a closer way.
Stop and say hello if you see them
around church. Stay tuned for next
month’s article on two or three
more new Deacons.

v   v   v

Deacons’ Corner
by Siena Del Mastro

Having deposited $23,581 from our
Step-Above-Rummage Sale, we are
ready to turn our attention to the next
items on our yearly calendar, the Holly
House Workshops which lead toward
the Holly Days Bazaar next November.
Beginning on Tuesday, April 2nd, all
women of the church and their friends
are invited to gather in the new Holly
House to make the crafts for us to sell at
the bazaar.

Our first meeting is always “Show
and Tell”, when we are interested to hear
what different ideas members of the
group have gleaned in their travels.  We
like to see samples of possible new
products for our line.  (Samples will be
returned, if desired.)  We will start the
actual work on Thursday, April 4th, and
continue Tuesdays and Thursdays
through the summer, with usually a two
week vacation as agreed by the group.

Each session begins at 9:30 a.m.
and runs until 11:30 a.m., although
workers’ hours vary, depending on what
they plan to do later.  Many women stay
to enjoy lunch together, something from
home or picked up near by.  This is the
friendliest group in the church, and we
welcome craft experts, novices, sewers,
flower arrangers, artists, and just
congenial women, members of the
church or not. We don’t require any
commitment, just come when you can.
If you want to take something to work
on at home, or when you are on
vacation, we can probably find just what
you would like to do.  If you change
your mind, or can’t finish it, just bring
it back and someone else will take over.

Come join the Holly House ladies
and enjoy the satisfaction of knowing
you are doing something that will
directly benefit our beautiful church,
while you have a pleasant morning with
old and new friends. v 

Church
Improvement

by Barbara Vanderkay
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Please Volunteer
for Vacation
Bible School

Connect Children with

God’s Eternal Good News at

VBS: All children need to hear

the Good News that Jesus, their

Savior, is by their side,

forgiving them and

strengthening them no matter

what mountains they face.  At

Tell It on the Mountain VBS,

June 10th through June 14th,

you will connect children with

the most important message of

their lifetime: the miraculous

story of what Jesus did for us,

which we could never do for

ourselves.  If you can help with

VBS full or part time we have

many ways for you to be

involved that will suit your

schedule and interests.  Call

Paula Hare at 276-6338, ext. 23

or email Paula at

paulahare@covad.net for more

information.

v v v

by Linda Prior

It was a perfect day for The First Presbyterian Church golf tournament
at Lakeview Golf Club. The sun was bright and the air was cool. Non-
golfers joined the golfers at the Delray Beach Golf Club for a buffet with
salad, pasta, meatballs, chicken and delicious chocolate cake for dessert.
Banjo Jack Williams entertained us with his humorous songs. Great fun
and fellowship! 

Contest  Prize                Winner  

Putting Contest 50/50 Cash Ken McAuley
Longest Drive Golf balls Skip Georgi
Closest to the pin Golf balls Richard Schaublin
Straightest ball Golf balls Ron Sax

First Place  4 free rounds of Golf at Delray Beach A Golf Club
Dan Baker
Mike Gentry
Richard Schaublin
Marsha Stein

Second Place Driving Range Certificates
Skip Georgi
Tait McSparran
Jim Stephens
Jim Westby

3rd Place 4 rounds of Golf at Lakeview Golf Course
Bill Amme
Tony Golovan
Doug Clapp
Ken McAuley

First Presbyterian Golf Tournament Was a Success!
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On December 18, 2012, Session
approved converting all of the Bibles
in the Sanctuary and Covered Patio to
large print Common English Bibles.
The names of those in whose memory or honor the Bible(s)
are given will be printed on a bookplate and placed in a Bible.

Help us provide this marvelous new worship resource
for our First Presbyterian Church family of faith.  Please
send your orders/donations to the church office.

___ Yes, I wish to purchase and donate ___ Common
English Bible(s) for our church!

Your name, as you want it to appear on the Bookplate
(Please Print):

Given by ___________________

Choose Bookplate desire:

__ IN HONOR OF __________________

__ IN HONOR OF __________________

__ IN HONOR OF __________________

__ IN MEMORY OF ________________

__ IN MEMORY OF ________________

__ IN MEMORY OF ________________

__ I would also like to purchase additional Bible(s) for my
own personal use at home.

__ Number of Bibles requested for personal use.

You will be contacted about delivery of your personal use
order.

Signature ______________________________________

Phone _________________________________________

Cost $15 per bible
Total Amount Enclosed: $________

Please make your check payable to First Presbyterian
Church of Delray Beach and place it with your order form in
the offering plate, drop it off at the church office, or mail it
to First Presbyterian Church, 33 Gleason Street, Delray
Beach, FL  33483.

collected should be submitted by the host to the church
office in the envelope provided along with the Summary
Sheet.

By getting involved with a Fellowship for
Scholarship event, you will help raise scholarship funds
for deserving youth members of our church pursuing
higher education and have the opportunity to simply be
with other members, friends and family of the church in
fellowship.

Hosting or participating is easy, simply call Scott
Del Mastro at 561-441-1445 or e-mail him at
delmastros@bellsouth.net for more information on how
to register to be a host or find out when there may be an
event that fits your schedule.  v

Donate a Common English
Bible Today!

FELLOWSHIP FOR SCHOLARSHIP

SUMMER EVENTS

continued from front cover

Thank you to everyone who supported the youth’s

spaghetti dinner!  It was a great night of food, fellowship

and fun!  Thank you especially to the youth and parents

for all their help and to Nancy Fine, Don Cannarozzi,

Anne Gaudree and Benvenuto restaurant for their

delicious sauces!   v

Thank You
from the Youth!



Celebration of
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a
congregation is extended to the
family of the following 
member upon the death of their
loved one:

– Nancy Benson –

February 13, 2013

�
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Estate Planning
Our Endowment and Remembrance Funds are

two excellent opportunities for your giving
consideration, be it your will, stocks, or as a named 
beneficiary of an insurance policy. This financially
wise method of stewardship helps ensure the long-
term financial stability of the church and provides a
planned means for the church to continue its role in
the lives of our members and those to whom we
reach out, in our community and beyond.  For more
information on long-term giving, call the church
office (276-6338). v

Distributing Funds
from an IRA

For 2013, anyone over 70½ can distribute funds
from an IRA (Individual Retirement Account)
directly to the church (or any charity) up to
$100,000.  This will not be included in income and
will not be deductible, but it can be counted as part
of the required minimum distribution (RMD).  This
is a great way for many of our congregants to
support the life and work of our church.  If you are
interested in doing this, please call Christine Davis
(276-6338, ext. 16).  And as always, for financial
matters, please also consult with your financial
advisor. v

We Welcome to Our Membership . . .
March 17, 2013

Jim and Susan Black

Ken and Vandy Janson

Brad Tips

Welcome

Remember the Church When . . .

Dear Dr. Hood,

Some weeks ago when we arrived for worship, I was thrilled to see our new Bibles.

Back thirty years ago when we became members of First Presbyterian, it was obvious

that everyone followed along in the pew Bibles.  In past years, several editions have been

used from the pulpit, consequently, fewer and fewer read along and finally, no one around

us opened the Bible.  I had spoken to many leaders but nothing changed.

At this time, thanks to you and the Session, almost every Bible is open during Scripture.

It now appears we are a church family reading together.  What better way could we honor

our Father.

In Christian love,  Joan Sopp
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
you are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this
newsletter, please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@covad.net.

This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.

We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.

One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

Sunday Morning
Worship Services

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as 
we worship the Living God together.

Church School
Adult Church School 10 a.m.

Education Hour Sunday School  10 a.m.
Worship Hour Sunday School  11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship  5 p.m.

The Pathway of Ministry & Mission


