
Sunday Worship 

September 25, 2022 

Nursery care is available for children up to age 3  

in the Nursery on the first floor of the Center for Christian Studies 

 

Prelude           Felix Mendelssohn 

“If With All Your Hearts” from Elijah  

Alejandro Viera 

 

“ ‘If with all your hearts ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me.’ 

Thus saith our God. Oh! that I knew where I might find him, 

That I might even come before his presence.” 

 

Welcome 

 

Ringing of the Bell  

The original church bell is rung in memory of Bill Bottle (1923-2013) 

and Betty Diener (1923-2014), who are honored in our Memorial 

Garden. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

First Scripture Reading (p. 8)      Genesis 8:6-11 

     “After forty days, Noah opened the window of the ark that he had 

made. He sent out a raven, and it flew back and forth until the waters 

over the entire earth had dried up. Then he sent out a dove to see if 

the waters on all of the fertile land had subsided, but the dove found 



no place to set its foot. It returned to him in the ark since waters still 

covered the entire earth. Noah stretched out his hand, took it, and 

brought it back into the ark. He waited seven more days and sent the 

dove out from the ark again. The dove came back to him in the 

evening, grasping a torn olive leaf in its beak. Then Noah knew that 

the waters were subsiding from the earth.” 

 

*Hymn of Praise No. 279       Little Cornard 

“Lord of Our Growing Years” 

 

“Lord of our growing years, with us from infancy, 

Laughter and quick dried tears, freshness and energy: 

Your grace surrounds us all our days; 

For all your gifts we bring our praise. 

 

Lord of our strongest years, stretching our youthful powers, 

Lovers and pioneers when all the world seems ours: 

Your grace surrounds us all our days; 

For all your gifts we bring our praise. 

 

Lord of our middle years, giver of steadfastness, 

Courage that perseveres when there is small success: 

Your grace surrounds us all our days; 

For all your gifts we bring our praise. 

 

 

 



Lord of our older years, steep though the road may be, 

Rid us of foolish fears, bring us serenity: 

Your grace surrounds us all our days; 

For all your gifts we bring our praise. 

 

Lord of our closing years, always your promise stands; 

Hold us, when death appears, safely within your hands: 

Your grace surrounds us all our days; 

For all your gifts we bring our praise.” 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.” 

 

Time with the Children  

Gathering Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.” 

 



Children up to 3 years old may go to the Nursery (Nursery Rm) 

Children 3 years old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 4 are excused for Primary Sunday School (Sunday School Rm) 

Children in grades 5 and up are excused for Secondary Sunday School (Youth Rm) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 

 

Offertory Anthem            Gwyneth Walker 

“Good Shepherd” 

Special thanks to the Bell Choir  

for their addition to this beautiful anthem. 

 

“The King of Love my Shepherd is whose goodness fails me never. 

I nothing lack, since I am his, and he is mine forever. 

God before me. God beside me. God behind me. God above me. 

 

Where streams of living waters flow, my troubled soul is healing. 

And quietly the pastures grow - the voice of God revealing  

God before me. God beside me. God behind me. God above me. 

 

In darkest hours I fear no ill, with my dear Lord beside me. 

Your strength and mercy comfort still, your hand is there to guide me. 

God before me. God beside me. God behind me. God above me. 

 

And so through all the length of days we ne’er shall grow apart. 

Good Shepherd, I will sing your praise for living in my heart. 

God before me. God beside me. God behind me. God above me. 

God within me. 



O King of Love! O Prince of Peace! O Child of Hope! 

Good Shepherd, I will sing your praise for living in my heart.” 

 

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.” 

 

Ministry of the Church 

 

Special Music          arr. Craig Courtney 

“How Great Thou Art” 

Shanna Nolan Gundry 

 

Second Scripture (p. 1181)        Matthew 10:16-23 

     “ ‘Look, I’m sending you as sheep among wolves. Therefore, be 

wise as snakes and innocent as doves. Watch out for people—because 

they will hand you over to councils and they will beat you in their 

synagogues. They will haul you in front of governors and even kings 

because of me so that you may give your testimony to them and to 

the Gentiles. Whenever they hand you over, don’t worry about how 

to speak or what you will say, because what you can say will be given 

to you at that moment. You aren’t doing the talking, but the Spirit of 

my Father is doing the talking through you. Brothers and sisters will 

hand each other over to be executed. A father will turn his child in. 



Children will defy their parents and have them executed. Everyone 

will hate you on account of my name. But whoever stands firm until 

the end will be saved. Whenever they harass you in one city, escape 

to the next, because I assure that you will not go through all the cities 

of Israel before the Human One comes.’ ” 

 

Sermon               Rev. Rapier 

“On Optimism” 

 

*Closing Hymn No. 276           Faithfulness 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

“Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

 



Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” 

 

*Benediction        

 

Postlude         

 

*The congregation is invited to stand, in mind or in body. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

For more information about connecting with our church, please 

complete the card in the pews. 

 

The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by 

Robert R. Troup, in loving memory of his wife, Genevieve, and his 

mother, Elizabeth Rice. 



Today is our Pennies from Heaven Offering. Your donation helps 

feed hungry people in our community. 

 

Nursery Care for children up to age 3 is available in the Nursery on 

the first floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 

 

Bible Bunch for Children 3 years old through Kindergarten meets 

after the Time with the Children in the Bible Bunch Room on the 

first floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 

 

Primary Sunday School for Children in 1st through 4th grade meets 

after the Time with the Children in the Sunday School Room on the 

first floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 

 

Secondary Sunday School for Children in grades 5 and up meets 

after the Time with the Children in the Youth Room on the second 

floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 

 

Youth Bells next meets Sunday, October 9th during Sunday School 

in the Bell Room. 

 

The Children’s Choir for kindergarten through 5th grade meets 

Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets Monday mornings 

at 10 a.m. via Zoom. 

 



Holly House Workshops meet Tuesday and Thursday mornings 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Holly House. 

 

The Thursday morning Men’s Fellowship group is taking a summer 

break and will resume in early October. 

 

Women’s Discipleship Group meets this Thursday, September 

29th at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room on the second floor of the Center 

for Christian Studies. 

 

Bell Choir meets Thursdays at 6 p.m. in the Bell Room on the 

second floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 

 

October is one of our food drive months to collect unopened, 

unexpired, non-perishable foods for CROS Ministries. You can bring 

your donations to the church or donate by check, payable to “CROS 

Ministries.” 

 

The Hustle to End Hunger 5K Walk for CROS Ministries’ food 

programs is this Saturday, October 1st. Visit our website for more 

information. 

 

Join us for the Blessing of the Pets on Sunday, October 30th at 4 p.m. 

All pets must be on a leash or in a container. Donations will go to the 

Deacons’ Scholarship Fund. 

 



Join Doug and Grace Hood and Greg and Lissette Rapier for a Bible 

Land Exploration from September 4 to September 14, 2023. 

Brochures and registration forms are available at the Welcome Center 

in the lobby. 

 

Read Dr. Doug Hood’s weekly Nurture Faith meditation on our 

website under Resources. 

 

Visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) for more information about 

our ministries. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/80/806f16ee-707a-4492-9a15-b48add8c696a/documents/9-25-2022_Nurture_Faith_for_website.pdf

