
Ash Wednesday 

February 26, 2020 

 
Prayer of Meditation 

     Almighty God, you despise nothing that you have made, and you forgive the sins of 

all who are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite hearts, so that, truly repenting of our 

sins, and acknowledging our brokenness, we may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, 

full pardon and forgiveness; through your son, Jesus Christ our redeemer, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Prelude                                         “Adagio for Strings”                                Samuel Barber 

 
Welcome 

 
Call to Worship 

Leader: Christ came into the world not to condemn the world, but that we might be 

 saved. 

People: God’s love endures forever. 

Leader: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. 

People: God’s love endures forever. 

Leader: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

People: God’s love endures forever. 

Leader: Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

People: God’s love endures forever. 

Leader: Though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble. 

People: God’s love endures forever. 

 
*Hymn No. 84                                                         Rathbun 

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 
“In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me: Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Litany of Confession (Psalm 51:1-17, adapted) 

Leader: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  according to 

 your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

People: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 

 wrongdoing. 

Leader: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.   Against you, 

 you alone, have I sinned, and done what is wrong in your sight, so that 

 you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 

 judgment. 

People: You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my 

 secret heart.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and 

 I shall be whiter than snow. 

Leader: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed, 

 rejoice. 

People: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

People: Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your Holy 

 Spirit from me. 

Leader: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

People: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and all will return to you. 

Leader: Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my  tongue 

 will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

People: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

Leader: For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you 

 would not be pleased. 

People: The sacrifice acceptable to God is a repentant heart; a clean and 

 contrite heart, O God, you will embrace. 

 
Silent Confession 

 
*Hymn No. 85                                             Wondrous Love 

“What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 
“What wondrous love is this,  O my soul, O my soul, 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this  that caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the heavy cross  for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the heavy cross for my soul! 

 

To God and to the Lamb  I will sing, I will sing, 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb  who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

While millions join the theme, I will sing! 

 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on!” 



*Prayer for Illumination    

 
Reading of Scriptures (p. 1105)                                                                Joel 2:1-2,12-17 
     Blow the horn in Zion; give a shout on my holy mountain! Let all the people of the land 

tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming. It is near — a day of darkness and no light, a day of 

clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread out upon the mountains, a great and powerful 

army comes, unlike any that has ever come before them, or will come after them in centuries 

ahead. Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your hearts, with fasting, with 

weeping, and with sorrow; tear your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord your God, 

for he is merciful and compassionate, very patient, full of faithful love, and ready to forgive. 

Who knows whether he will have a change of heart and leave a blessing behind him, a grain 

offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God? Blow the horn in Zion; demand a fast; 

request a special assembly. Gather the people; prepare a holy meeting; assemble the elders; 

gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the groom leave his room and the bride her 

chamber. Between the porch and the altar let the priests, the Lord’s ministers, weep. Let them 

say, “Have mercy, Lord, on your people, and don’t make your inheritance a disgrace, an example 

of failure among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

 

                                      (p. 703)                                                                      Psalm 51:1-17 
     Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! Wipe away my wrongdoings 

according to your great compassion! Wash me completely clean of my guilt; purify me from my 

sin! Because I know my wrongdoings, my sin is always right in front of me. I’ve sinned against 

you—you alone. I’ve committed evil in your sight. That’s why you are justified when you render 

your verdict, completely correct when you issue your judgment. Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin, 

from the moment my mother conceived me. And yes, you want truth in the most hidden places; 

you teach me wisdom in the most secret space. Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash 

me and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and celebration again; let the bones you 

crushed rejoice once more. Hide your face from my sins; wipe away all my guilty deeds! Create 

a clean heart for me, God; put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me! Please don’t throw me out of 

your presence; please don’t take your holy spirit away from me. Return the joy of your salvation 

to me and sustain me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach wrongdoers your ways, and sinners 

will come back to you. Deliver me from violence, God, God of my salvation, so that my tongue 

can sing of your righteousness. Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will proclaim your praise. 

You don’t want sacrifices. If I gave an entirely burned offering, you wouldn’t be pleased. A 

broken spirit is my sacrifice, God. You won’t despise a heart, God, that is broken and crushed. 

 

 
Imposition of Ashes 

Leader: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation. 

People: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

Leader: By the cross and passion of our Savior, 

People: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection. 

 
*Hymn No. 388                                                           Angel’s Story 

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
 

“O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; 

Be thou forever near me, my master and my friend; 

I shall not fear the battle If thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my guide. 

 



O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear; 

My foes are ever near me, around me and within; 

But, Jesus, draw thou nearer and shield my soul from sin. 

 

O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul. 

 

O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee 

That where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be; 

And, Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, my master and my friend.” 

 
*Benediction 

 
(Please leave the Sanctuary in silence) 

 
*The congregation is invited to stand, if able.  


