
Sunday Worship 

December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Nursery care is available for children up to age 3  

in the Nursery on the first floor of the Center for Christian Studies 

 

Prelude                Gordon Roberts 

“In My Child’s Eyes” 

Kyaunnee Richardson 

 

Welcome 

 

Ringing of the Bell  

The original church bell is rung in memory of Jackson (1926-2018) 

and Tanya (1926-2018) Anstedt, who are honored in our Memorial 

Garden. 

 

Call to Worship – Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 

     9 a.m.   John and Rose Griffin 

     11 a.m.   Shane, Amy, Daisy, and Margaret Tanner 

 

First Scripture Reading (p. 1170)         Matthew 1:22-23 

     “Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken 

through the prophet would be fulfilled: 

Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

And they will call him, Emmanuel. 

(Emmanuel means ‘God with us.’)” 

 

 



*Hymn of Praise No. 9            Veni Emmanuel 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

“O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, thou day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel!” 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.” 

 

Minute for the Children’s Christmas Pageant     Birgit Fioravante 

 

Time with the Children (11 a.m.) 

Gathering Song: “Away in a Manger” 

“Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.” 

 

Children up to 3 years old may go to the Nursery (Nursery Rm) 

Children 3 years old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 4 are excused for Primary Sunday School (Sunday School Rm) 

Children in grades 5 and up are excused for God Squad (Youth Rm) 

 

Minute for Stewardship            Ken Janson 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory Anthem             John Rutter 

“Christmas Lullaby” 

 

“Clear in the darkness a light shines in Bethlehem: 

Angels are singing, their sound fills the air, 

Wise men have journeyed to greet their Messiah, 

But only a mother and baby lie there. 

 

‘Ave Maria, ave Maria’: Hear the soft lullaby the angel hosts sing. 

‘Ave Maria, ave Maria, maiden, and mother of Jesus our King’. 

 

Where are his courtiers, and who are his people? 

Why does he bear neither scepter nor crown? 

Shepherds his courtiers, the poor for his people, 

With peace as his scepter and love for his crown. 

 

‘Ave Maria, ave Maria’: Hear the soft lullaby the angel hosts sing. 

‘Ave Maria, ave Maria, maiden, and mother of Jesus our King’. 

 

What though your treasures are not gold or incense? 

Lay them before him with hearts full of love. 

Praise to the Christ child, and praise to his mother 

Who bore us a Savior by grace from above. 

 

‘Ave Maria, ave Maria’: Hear the soft lullaby the angel hosts sing. 

‘Ave Maria, ave Maria, maiden, and mother of Jesus our King’.” 

 

 

 



*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.” 

 

Ministry of the Church 

 

Special Music               Arthur Jennings 

“Springs in the Desert” 

 

“Say to them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not: 

Behold, your God will come and save you. 

 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad. 

And the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 

For in the wilderness shall waters break out, 

And streams flow in the desert. 

And the parched ground shall become a pool, 

And the thirsty land springs of water. 

 

A highway shall be there, 

And it shall be called the way of holiness; 

The redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord 

Shall return with songs and everlasting joy. 

And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 

 

 



Second Scripture (p. 1407)     2 Corinthians 4:7-12 

     “But we have this treasure in clay pots so that the awesome power 

belongs to God and doesn’t come from us. We are experiencing all 

kinds of trouble, but we aren’t crushed. We are confused, but we 

aren’t depressed. We are harassed, but we aren’t abandoned. We are 

knocked down, but we aren’t knocked out. 

     We always carry Jesus’ death around in our bodies so that Jesus’ 

life can also be seen in our bodies. We who are alive are always being 

handed over to death for Jesus’ sake so that Jesus’ life can also be 

seen in our bodies that are dying. So death is at work in us, but life is 

at work in you.” 

 

Sermon               Rev. Rapier 

“Through the Magnifying Glass” 

 

Sacrament of Communion         We serve gluten-free bread 

We pray during the Lord’s Supper for: 

Community Presbyterian Church, Hobe Sound, Florida 

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church, Sebring, Florida 

First Presbyterian Church, Stanford, Montana 

 

*Closing Hymn No. 3         Psalm 42 

“Comfort, Comfort You My People” 

 

“Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God; 

Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load. 

Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over. 

 



For the herald’s voice is calling in the desert far and near, 

Bidding us to make repentance since the kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 

Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 

 

Make you straight what long was crooked,  

Make the rougher places plain; 

Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad; 

And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken.” 

 

*Benediction        

 

Postlude         

 

*The congregation is invited to stand, in mind or in body. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

For more information about connecting with our church, please 

complete the card in the pews. 
 

At our 11 a.m. service, the first Scripture is read by Victoria Therrell. 
 

The 11 a.m. offering is collected by the God Squad Sunday School 

class. 
 

The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given to the 

glory of God. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center and complete your Christmas Prayer and 

hang it on our Prayer Tree. 
 

 



Stop by the Deacons’ Christmas Tree in the Lobby. Your gifts this 

year will help five local organizations by providing $25 gift cards to 

300 children in our community. You can participate by seeing a 

Deacon in the Lobby, mailing a check to the office, or giving online. 

Make sure to designate “Deacons’ Xmas Tree” on the memo line. 
 

Next Sunday, December 11th at 6 p.m., our Children’s Choir presents 

an evening performance of a Christmas Pageant, Sing With Us The 

Christmas Story. Following this production, you are invited to a 

reception in Fellowship Hall sponsored by the Fellowship Team. 
 

The Christmas Eve Services will be 5 p.m. (Candles and Carols with 

a special time for the children); 7 p.m. (Traditional Candlelight with a 

special time for the children); and 9:30 p.m. (Traditional Candlelight). 
 

There is only one morning worship service at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 

December 25th and Sunday, January 1st. 
 

Nursery Care for children up to age 3 is available in the Nursery on 

the first floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 

 

Bible Bunch for Children 3 years old through Kindergarten meets 

after the Time with the Children in the Bible Bunch Room on the 

first floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 
 

Primary Sunday School for Children in 1st through 4th grade meets 

after the Time with the Children in the Sunday School Room on the 

first floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 
 

God Squad for grades 5 and up meets after the Time with the 

Children in the Youth Room on the second floor of the Center for 

Christian Studies. 
 



Youth Bells meets during Sunday School in the Bell Room on the 

second floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 
 

The Children’s Choir for kindergarten through 5th grade meets 

today at noon in Fellowship Hall for pizza, followed by a blocking 

rehearsal in the Sanctuary from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. There is a 

dress rehearsal this Friday, December 9th at 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

There is no rehearsal after the service next Sunday, December 11th. 
 

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets Monday mornings at 

10 a.m. via Zoom. 
 

The Women’s Book Group meets tomorrow, Monday, December 

5th at 1 p.m. in the Meeting Room on the second floor of the Center 

for Christian Studies to discuss The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli 

Estes. 
 

Holly House Workshops meet Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 

9:30 a.m. in the Holly House. 
 

Visit the Holiday Gift Shoppe at the Holly House on Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. to noon, and on 

Sunday mornings from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and noon to 1 p.m. to pick 

up unique holiday items. 
 

Men’s Fellowship meets Thursday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Meeting Room on the second floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 
 

Women’s Discipleship Group meets this Thursday, December 8th 

at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room on the second floor of the Center for 

Christian Studies. 
 



First Delray Ringers meets Thursdays at 6 p.m. in the Bell Room 

on the second floor of the Center for Christian Studies. 
 

The Youth Group is on break until the “Rock the Universe” event 

on January 28th. 
 

Make your reservation for the Annual Congregational Dinner on 

Friday, January 6th, at Benvenuto Restaurant (1730 N. Federal Hwy, 

Boynton Beach). Our social hour is at 5:30 p.m., followed by a sit-

down dinner, guest speaker Dr. Craig Barnes, and entertainment 

coordinated by Don Cannarozzi. The cost is $35 per person and 

reservations are required by calling the church office or completing the 

form on our website (www.firstdelray.com). 
 

Registration is open for artist participation for the March 4-5, 2023 

Art + Fellowship Exhibition. We want to recognize and showcase 

artists, 18 years of age and older, within the congregation and 

organizations of the church. Register on our website 

(www.firstdelray.com). 
 

Join Doug and Grace Hood and Greg and Lissette Rapier for a Bible 

Land Exploration from September 4 to September 14, 2023. 

Brochures and registration forms are available at the Welcome Center 

in the lobby. 
 

Read Dr. Doug Hood’s weekly Nurture Faith meditation on our 

website under Resources. 
 

Visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) for more information about 

our ministries. 

  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/80/806f16ee-707a-4492-9a15-b48add8c696a/documents/12-4-2022_Nurture_Faith_for_website.pdf


Christmas Memorials … 

Those wishing to make a memorial gift for the Christmas Season may designate them for (1) 

decorating the church with poinsettias or (2) feeding hungry people. Donations will be printed in 

our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Gifts must be received by Sunday, December 18th. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(Please PRINT YOUR LISTING, as you want it to appear in the bulletins) 

My/our Christmas Memorial Gift of $__________________ is given: 

In Loving Memory of ____________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________ 

Given by ______________________________________________________________________ 

My/our contribution is to be used for: Poinsettias ___________ Food for the Needy ____________ 

 

 

 


