
November 29, 2020 

Service of Worship 

 

Prelude                  Georg Friedrich Händel 

“Air for Bass” from Messiah 

Dean Peterson 

 

“For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,  

And gross darkness the people; 

But the Lord shall arise upon thee, 

And his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 

And kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

And they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

Upon them hath the light shined.” 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle 

Leader 1: Today we light the first candle of Advent. We kindle it with 

hope. We long for God’s presence in the world to be seen clearly. Our 

hope is based on the promises made years ago that God would break 

through and reign with compassion, justice, and peace. 

 

Leader 2: As we think back on this year we have sometimes found 

hope diminished by the circumstances around us. Yet, in everything 



that life has thrown at us we have found that God has not abandoned 

us. 

 

Leader 1: The prophet Isaiah also cried to God to tear open heaven and 

come down. He called God’s people to do right. Isaiah called them to 

be refashioned like clay by God, the potter. This Advent, we call out 

to God. 

 

Congregation: Mighty God, creator of the world, break through 

all that keeps us from you. Strengthen our faith, surround us with 

your love. This Advent, visit us with your justice, love, and peace. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

First Scripture Reading                                      Matthew 3:1-3 

“In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea 

announcing, ‘Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom 

of heaven!’ He was the one of whom Isaiah the prophet spoke when he 

said: The voice of one shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for 

the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 

 

Hymn of Praise                             Veni Emmanuel 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

“O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 



O come, thou day-spring, come and cheer  

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and discord cease;  

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!” 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 

 

Ministry of the Church 

 

Time with the Children (11 a.m.) 

 

Special Music                                                          Arthur Jennings                 

“Springs in the Desert” 

 

“Say to them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not:  

Behold, your God will come and save you. 



The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad. 

And the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 

For in the wilderness shall waters break out,  

And streams flow in the desert. 

And the parched ground shall become a pool,  

And the thirsty land springs of water. 

 

A highway shall be there,  

And it shall be called the way of holiness;  

The redeemed shall walk there.   

And the ransomed of the Lord  

Shall return with songs and everlasting joy.   

And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 

 

Second Scripture                 Mark 13:24-37 

“‘In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become 

dark, and the moon won’t give its light. The stars will fall from the sky, 

and the planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. Then they 

will see the Human One coming in the clouds with great power and 

splendor. Then he will send the angels and gather together his chosen 

people from the four corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to 

the end of heaven. Learn this parable from the fig tree. After its branch 

becomes tender and it sprouts new leaves, you know that summer is 

near. In the same way, when you see these things happening, you know 

that he’s near, at the door. I assure you that this generation won’t pass 

away until all these things happen. Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will certainly not pass away. But nobody knows when 

that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not the Son. 

Only the Father knows. Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when 



the time is coming. It is as if someone took a trip, left the household 

behind, and put the servants in charge, giving each one a job to do, and 

told the doorkeeper to stay alert. Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know 

when the head of the household will come, whether in the evening or 

at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or at 

daybreak. Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find 

you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!’” 

 

Sermon                                             Rev. Rapier 

“Prepare the Way” 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by the 

Heilakka family in loving memory of Ann’s father, Goldwin Smith 

Pollard, and her stepmother, Rita Barbera Pollard. 


