
Listen for God’s Word: 

 

“Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t 
jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t 
arrogant, it isn’t rude, it doesn’t seek 
its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it 
doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it 
isn’t happy with injustice, but is happy 
with the truth. Love puts up with all 
things, trusts in all things, hopes for all 
things, endures all things. Love never 
fails.”  
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a (CEB) 
 
Michael Brown shared a conversation 
he had some years ago with a member 
of his congregation. She began, “You 
know, pastor, most of us are not guilty 
of any major shortcomings – things 
like murder, kidnapping, or adultery. 
Most of us are just guilty of little 
‘ordinary sins’ and I wonder if God is 
all that concerned about those!” The 
witness of Jesus’ teaching is a 
resounding “yes!” In his Sermon on 
the Mountain, Jesus looked through the 
generations, looked directly toward 
that woman speaking to Dr. Brown and 
said, “everyone who is angry with their 
brother or sister will be in danger of 
judgment.” (Matthew 5:22) Mental, 
moral, and spiritual health is not 
possible without an honest reckoning 

with what that woman calls, “ordinary 
sins.” 
 
In this brief series of messages, I will 
examine four “ordinary sins” with the 
conviction that unless they are 
honestly named and dealt with, our 
own spiritual growth will be limited. 
Jesus’ ministry always challenged us to 
face up to ourselves as we really are, 
and not as we like to think we are. This 
is particularly on display with the story 
of the rich, young ruler. He presented 
himself to Jesus as a man who obeyed 
all the commandments of God. He 
thought of himself in a rather large 
way. Jesus asked if he was prepared to 
give away all his wealth and follow 
Jesus. When he could not, the man 
became deeply aware that there was 
still interior work to be done. 
 
The “ordinary sin” I address this 
morning is anger. I begin with a story 
of where I was on the receiving end of 
someone’s anger. I had only been the 
pastor of a church in Texas for a few 
months when a woman marched 
toward me with her finger pointed in 
my direction. “The pew rack that holds 
the hymnal where I sit in church is 
broken.  If my pastor was still here, it 
wouldn’t be!” Notice that she 
mentioned, “her pastor.” My 
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predecessor had been the pastor of that 
church for twenty-seven years. He had 
officiated for her marriage, baptized 
her children, and buried her parents. 
He earned the right to be “her pastor” 
over nearly three decades. I had only 
just taken-up my work as the new 
pastor of the church. Technically, I was 
her pastor now. Yet, I recognized her 
anger as grief. She missed her pastor. 
So I absorbed her anger. It went no 
further. 
 

Jesus teaches us to absorb 
the anger of others. 

 
Jesus teaches us to absorb the anger of 
others, “if someone strikes you on one 
cheek, offer the other cheek also.” 
Anger that results in anger multiplies. 
Jesus asks that we allow the anger to 
end with us. Abraham Lincoln 
understood this. When Lincoln 
announced to his cabinet that he 
intended to forgive the southerners and 
restore the South as best as he could, 
Secretary of State Stanton challenged 
him. “Mr. President, I say we ought to 
destroy our enemies.” Lincoln replied, 
“Mr. Secretary, do we not destroy our 
enemies when we make them our 
friends?”  
 
I continue this message with a story of 
where I became angry with someone 
recently. Though I am not a screamer 
and I did not scream this time, when I 
am angry, it is unmistakable. I 
approached someone and, “I let them 
have it!” It was only a few minutes 
before I made a phone call to a friend 
and shared what had happened and 

how I was ashamed of my behavior. 
They asked me, “Was your anger 
justified?” My response was that his 
question was flawed. The question 
itself makes an assumption that the 
most important dynamic is the issue at 
hand. Jesus rejects that assumption. 
Jesus teaches that if you are about to 
present a gift in worship and then 
remember that there is strife between 
you and another, place your gift down, 
go and be reconciled and then return to 
complete your offering. Notice, Jesus 
never asks the question, “Are you in 
the right?”  
 

The relationship has 
greater value than any 

disagreement we may have 
with another. 

 
Here, Jesus teaches what the apostle 
Paul asserts in 1 Corinthians 13, that 
the relationship has greater value than 
any disagreement we may have with 
another. Perhaps you remember the 
story of a cleaver prank several 
teenagers pulled in London some years 
ago. They hid themselves in a retail 
store until after closing and the doors 
were locked. Then they went to work. 
They didn’t steal anything. What they 
did was go throughout the store and 
switch price tags. On expensive items 
they placed an inexpensive price tag. 
On inexpensive items, they placed an 
expensive price tag. Then they simply 
waited for the store to open the next 
morning and took delight in the 
confusion that was created when 
shoppers arrived.  



 
Jesus teaches that when an issue of 
disagreement is of greater value to us 
than a relationship, someone has 
broken into God’s Kingdom and 
rearranged the price tags. The work 
that is placed before every one of us is 
to restore the price tags back to where 
they belong. Perhaps there is strife 
between you and another right now. 
Have the price tags been switched? 
Then, leave your worship, go and be 
reconciled, and then return to complete 
your worship. 
 

Paul tells us to “to be 
angry but do not sin”. 

 
I conclude with the question, “Is anger 
ever justified?” Paul’s letter to 
Ephesians is clear, “Yes!” In the fourth 
chapter of this letter Paul tells us “to be 
angry but do not sin.” Again, Jesus is 
the teacher here. Jesus once entered a 
worship space and found vendors 
selling their products for a profit. A 
place that was built for prayer and 
worship had become a mini-mall. Jesus 
became filled with anger and scattered 
all the merchandise. And during his 
rage, Jesus preached a small sermon, 
“this isn’t what God desires!” This is 
our guidance. When we see injustice, 
income inequity, lack of affordable 
housing, and hunger, this is not God’s 
desire. This is when we are to become 
angry. 
 
Yet, there is more guidance in the 
scriptures. Psalm 137 is a Psalm of 
sorrow and anger. The people of God 
have been treated unjustly. They cry 

out and shout to the oppressor, “Happy 
with be the day when God settles the 
score with you for what you have done 
to us!” Notice, the Hebrew people are 
not threating to cause harm to the 
oppressor. They are leaving that to 
God. “Be angry,” says Paul to the 
Church of Ephesus, “but do not sin.” 
Paul is telling us that score settling 
does not belong to us. It belongs to 
God. What we are called to do is to 
notice where God is at work in our 
communities and in the world, 
returning the price tags back to where 
they belong, and then join God in that 
work.  
 

Be angry about those 
things that are not  

as God desires. 
 
One of the most important committees 
in our church is the Mission 
Committee. They are important 
because they never let us forget to see 
God’s central work in the world – 
restoring price tags to where they 
belong. Where there is homelessness, 
hunger, or inadequate access to 
healthcare, our church shows up 
through the work of this committee to 
work with God in restoring the price 
tags. So, “yes” says Paul. Be angry 
about those things that are not as God 
desires. Then, leave it to God to even 
the score as we roll-up our sleeves and 
begin the work of restoring God’s 
creation to God’s original plan. 
 
Amen. 
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