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Building Our Spiritual Home
By The Sea

A Message from Pastor Doug Hood

Everyone in Delray Beach knows our church as soon as you say “the
one with the beautiful spire by the beach.” But people are attracted
to First Presbyterian as a spiritual home for many different
reasons. For some, it is a place that offers powerful sermons and an
inspiring music program. For others it means education programs

Our church campus is more than merely a place for Sunday
worship; it is an important discipleship tool. The beautiful
cathedrals dotting the landscape around the world were
faith statements to a world that did not know Jesus Christ.
Through their sheer size, architectural beauty and lovely
landscaping, church leaders sought to make clear the
majesty and presence of a great God in the midst of a broken
world. Through compelling and beautiful worship, these
cathedrals announced the love of God and invited people to
place their trust in God’s care.
Just as important, these majestic structures were seen as an
extension of the vision of making disciples. It was understood
that for maximum impact in the community, buildings must
be inviting, accessible, functional and comfortable. But the
vision was clear – to reach as effectively as possible the local
community for Jesus Christ. Our beautiful church
advances these same purposes.
Yet we face urgent needs. We must increase
parking and restroom facilities, correct
elevation
challenges
and
improve
accessibility for all as membership and
attendance increase.
Additionally,
our educational building, originally
built in the early 1960’s, must be
updated and made more accessible
and inviting for our growing
educational ministry.
Join us in advancing the vision of
building a church where people’s
lives are impacted with the love of
Jesus Christ!

Doug Hood
- Senior Pastor

that prepare our youth – and adults – to walk the pathway of
Christ, or mission and service opportunities to our local area and
beyond. For many, it is multi-generational events, like Wonderful
Wednesdays, that enable families and friends to gather in the spirit
of Christian community and sharing. Above all, people are drawn
to us by our friendliness, warmth and caring. Our renovated
church facilities will enable us to welcome more people to share
the wonderful feeling of having a “home by the sea.”

We are grateful this
church is in our
community. Each day it
reminds us that there is
something more.
- Visitors in worship,
Easter, 2015

Join us in Building

a Church Home for Tomorrow
For close to 100 years, our church building has been a symbol of faith and service in Delray Beach. The original building (now Fellowship
Hall) was built by a Baptist congregation in 1924, and it has seen a number of renovations since we acquired it in 1928. Given the accelerating
growth of our membership, and our mission to reach the local community as effectively as possible for Jesus Christ, we are embarking on
a plan to ensure our physical building continues to support our spiritual vision. Based on a study process commissioned by our church
leaders, which included input from our whole congregation, we are about to undertake these key enhancements to our church home.

To Support
• Youth and adult learning: revitalizing our Christian
Education Building, making it the hub of our many
classes, forums and meetings
• Growing attendance: Redesigning the footprint of
the property by removing the “yellow houses” and
using this space to expand and better organize our
parking facilities
• Accessibility, continuity, and attractiveness of
our Narthex entrance: Changes in parking lot and
entry elevation, coupled with an expanded and more
convenient drop-off area under a larger canopy
• Convenience for attendees: Addition and expansion
of restrooms in the Narthex area
• Building code compliance: Significant earthwork and
drainage modifications to ensure our church home is
up to code
These renovations, totaling approximately $3.5 million, can only be accomplished with the support of all of our church
members, but we know that those who consider First Presbyterian as “home” will show their commitment through
their prayers and generous giving.

A Message from the
Capital campaign Directors
the Church has had a physical upgrade, and the time is right. It’s an

Put These Dates
on Your Calendar!

opportunity to refresh our Christian Education and restroom facilities,

Informational Gatherings

February 18-March 3

Leadership Commitment Events

Thursday, March 10

COMMITMENT SUNDAY

Palm Sunday, March 20

We are very excited about this campaign! It has been a long time since

improve accessibility and convenience, add much-needed parking, reduce
our operating costs, and beautify the grounds. We believe these changes will
make even more folks see First Presbyterian as a vibrant Christian setting
that they want to make their “home by the sea”!
As leaders of the campaign, we’d like to offer a special thanks to all of
the church members (over 90 people!) who are serving on campaign
committees. We are grateful to the entire church congregation and friends
of the congregation for helping to make the vision for First Presbyterian a
reality by prayerfully considering what financial pledge of support toward
this $3.5M project is right for them. We look forward to your participation
in the campaign events listed to the right.

Kurt Bagwell
Rob & Joan Tanner
Capital Campaign Directors

Kurt Bagwell

Capital Campaign Director

Rob & Joan Tanner

Capital Campaign Directors
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