
Return Service Requested 

DON’T FORGE 
 

  Sept.    25-28 GENERAL CONFERENCE, Louisville, KY 
 
  Oct.         5-6 Spanish Rally—Mt. Juliet 

     11-13 Hyphen Retreat 

                   20 Camp Lake Benson Day 10 AM-5 PM 

 Nov.         5-6 Ministers’ & Spouse Retreat– Bro. Osborne 

                10-11 TPC, Memphis –55th Church Anniversary 

# 3 

P O Box 549 
Bon Aqua, TN 37025-0549 

Bon Aqua, TN 

 

Visit our Web site 

www.tnupc.org 
 

& Facebook 
Tennessee District UPCI 

Missions Appreciation Banquets 
 

Oct. 22—Paris (Section 7) 
Oct. 23—Rushing Grove (Section 8) 
Oct. 25—Humboldt (Section 10) 
Oct. 26—Jackson, Perkins Restaurant (Section 10) 
Oct. 27—Millington  (Section 11) 
Oct. 29—Lawrenceburg (Section 6) 
Oct, 30—Turning Point, Nashville (Section 5) 
Nov.  1—Lebanon (Section 3) 
Nov.  2—Shelbyville (Section 4) 
Nov.  3—Chattanooga, East Ridge—(Section 2)  
Nov.  3—Chop House, Exit 407—(Section 1) 

ATTENTION- 
RESERVE NOW 

MINISTER/SPOUSE RETREAT 
Nov. 5-6, 2018 

 

 Please call Music Road Hotel in Pi-
geon Forge  1-855-790-4646 for reser-
vations.  Mention UPCI Retreat.  $96 
+tax per night for our rate. 
 

        **Reserve by October 4** 

Tennessee Times                     September  2018 

    On September 18 we saw the 
first “constructional”dirt being 
turned at Camp Lake Benson for 
the new TN District U.P.C. office!  
The delay has been due to getting 
final approval from the DOT of 
TN to cut a driveway off of State 
Highway 100, but all permits are 
in place and ready to go.  The pro-
ject is being overseen by Zion 
Church Builders, with Bro. Phil-
lips and Bro. Stringer coordinating 
the project onsight.  Zion Builders 
has given Bro. Phillips the oppor-
tunity to enlist any district help 
from sub-contractors who can ei-
ther donate labor or work at a re-
duced cost.  Our goal and desire is 
to build this office and parking lot 
debt free, so if you can help in any 
way, please feel free to contact 
Bro. Ron Phillips at 931-261-
6265, or Bishop @UPC1.org  The 
sale of the office in Jackson last 
summer (after over 8 years) set the 
wheels in motion that will geo-
graphically place the office more 
centrally in TN, and be near “the 
hub” of our district, Camp Lake 
Benson. 

 

NOTICE 

Please go to TN District UPCI Face-
book page to see what is happening 
around the Tennessee District. 

CELEBRATE VICTORIES!!! 
 

     We want to launch, in the near future, electronic reports of good 
things that are happening around our district.  Victories are victories!  
For example… 
**Bro. Neal broke the 100 attendance barrier for the first time since 
founding the church -VICTORY 
**Last Sunday, Savannah, New Life, had three filled with the Holy 
Ghost, before preaching-VICTORY 
**17 received the Holy Ghost at Goodlettsville  and 
** Three received the Holy Ghost at Ashland City. VICTORY 
** Church Planter Merrill Murphy, 
launched a brand new church in Jefferson 
City in his living room, on Sept. 16, with 
11 in attendance.  That’s VICTORY.  We 
must encourage one another! 
 

REVIVAL 
We are beginning the process of compiling a Strategic Growth Initiative 
to implement a plan to see new churches, daughter works and preaching 
points established in our district.  We now have 168 churches and daugh-
ter works, and 15 preaching points officially in the Tennessee District.  
Bro. Wilkerson and I met on Sept. 20th. with Bro. Neal and Bro. Saddler 
of TNAM (TN North America Missions leaders) to assess what is pres-
ently taking place in TN.  The process of identifying areas that need 
church plants (both urban and rural) will be the next step, in coordination 
with sectional presbyters and pastors.  For example, if a goal was to have 
a church for every 30,000 people in Tennessee, we would need at least a 
total of 234 churches, which would be an increaser of 65 churches.   
     In our metro areas, for example, the metro area of Memphis has about 
1.5 million people.  If you divide that number by 30,000, the Memphis 
metro area needs 50 churches!  Nashville metro would be 60 churches, 
and Knoxville 30 churches.  When I came to TN in 1985, there were 
about 115 churches, so it has increased by 46% since then, and that is 
wonderful.  Tennessee as a state is growing due to an excellent job mar-
ket, desirability of lifestyle, climate, and an influx of immigration from 
all over the world!  We need to take advantage of that, because the UPCI 
is seeing exponential growth in multi-cultural ministries. 
     We solicit your prayers, and input, as we begin this process of devel-
oping and implementing a plan for growth in TN.  We saw our district 
come together and pay off Camp Lake Benson in a wonderful united 
effort; a district office soon to be built; but now we must center on evan-
gelism, and reaching new souls!  It must become a passion!  Growth, 
increase, and new churches will ultimately become the by-product.  Pas-
tors and ministers, let God speak to you as to the part you can play in 
this united effort. 



Nashville Men’s Conference 
     Outstanding speakers blessed the Nashville 
Men’s Conference once again.  Thank you 
Bros. Osborne, Williams, Gaddy and Pamer. 
     Lighthouse Ranch For Boys, a UPCI en-
dorsed ministry of Loranger, LA, was  repre-
sented at the Men’s Conference by Gregory 
and Nick Byers.  We appreciate the work of 
this ministry that works with troubled young 
men.  They are worthy of your support. 
 

More Progress 
     The Pentecostals 
of Murfreesboro is in 
the process of building 
a new sanctuary.  The 
church marches on!  
Blessings to Pastor 
Allen and Bishop De-
Priest in this project. 
 

 

Evangelist Eli 
Hernandez with 
Pastor & Sis. 
Lopez in revival 
in Shelbyville. 
 

     
 TN AIMers On Location 
     Bro. & Sis. Benji Roach, of First Pentecos-
tal Church of Lexington, arrived in Haiti on 
Sept 5th as AIM workers.  We appreciate the 
connections of TN to this field, and for Pastor 
& Sis. David Beecham leading that effort to 
team with Missionary Ron Brian 
of Haiti. 
 
A great evangelistic team.  Sis. 
Shirley White & Patricia Davis 
 
Congratulations to Bro. & Sis. Oscar Olave on 
the birth of their son, Nathan on Sept. 16. 
 

SFC  -  Tennessee students raised over 
$40,000,00 to bring the total TN Sheaves For 
Christ offering to $153,000. 
 

Have you downloaded the TN District APP? 
     Here’s how to get isp to be updated on TN 
District. 
1.  Go to APPLE App store (I phone users) or 
Google Play (other smart phones) 
2.  Go to “tithely church app” and enter “TN 
District UPCI” 
3.  You can also go to https://tithely.app.link/tn
-district-upci 
We want you lo be informed and connected!  
Push notices can also remind you of upcoming 
events. 
 
 

NEWS –Good Things Happening 
 
*On July 29, Cornerstone Apostolic Church of Chat-
tanooga celebrated a 10/20 Anniversary.  The church 
rejoiced over its 20th year of existence, founded by Rev. 
Joel Austin, and celebrated Pastor Raymond Sloan’s 
10th Pastoral Anniversary, where a brand new building 
was constructed under his leadership. 
     
*Pastor Jorge Castillo of “Iglesia Viva 
Fiesta Con Jesus” of Nashville, affiliated 
the church with the UPCI in a special ser-
vice on July 29.  This congregation is a 
former Daughter work of Church Alive 
of Mt. Juliet, TN. 

 
*We recently visited 
the Center House, 
which is a halfway 
house for former pris-
on inmates.  This is a 
ministry of First 

UPC of Nashville, and Center House is 
located on the west side of Nashville. 
 
*TN District Prison Conference at 
Cookeville at First UPC, on August 3
-4, was very inspiring and informative.  
For the first time, I attended the actual 
training session on Saturday and be-
lieve it would be very helpful to every 
pastor and prison ministry worker to 
be part of such a meeting.  There will 
be another session on Saturday, Sept. 
22 from 1-5 PM for State Certification, with a service to 
follow at 6:30 PM at First UPC of Union City.  The 
host pastor is Presbyter Paul Cagle 

*Congratulations to Pastor Terry Hunt and Collierville 
Pentecostal Church upon the completion and dedica-
tion of their new sanctuary with special services on Au-
gust 3-5.  Guest speakers were Scott Graham and Tim 
Zuniga.  The auditorium will seat 500 people. 
 
 

     Rev. Larry Curtis, Director 

MEMORIAM 
*Rev. Earl Grego-
ry of Johnson 
City, a UPCI li-
censed minister 
and father of Sis. 
Grimm, was laid 
to rest on Sept. 
4th.  He had pre-
viously pastored in Scottsboro and Bridgeport, 
AL. 
 
*Sis. Ozielee Hollis (86), a retired UPC pastor of 
Loretto, LTN went to her eternal reward on July 
31.  She founded and pastored The Ark of Safety 
Church in Loretto for many years. 
 
Condolences to the James Dunn family upon the 
passing of Bro. Dunn’s father, James Dunn Sr. 
 
Rev. Johnny Delaney has transferred to the Illi-
nois District, and is pastoring Lick Creek Pente-
costal Church in southern Illinois. 
 
A visit to Dyer, TN. Pastor 
Crystal Reese has reopened 
the church. 
 
 
Pastoral Church Anniversaries 

 

Sept 9  The Sanctu-
ary of Dyersburg. Pas-
tor and Sis. Lovins 
were presented with a 
20 year certificate. 

 
On Sept. 9 Christ Communi-
ty Church of Henderson hon-
ored Pastor and Sis. Rickenba-
ker for 7 years of service. 
 
Sept. 16– The First Church of Paris celebrated the 4 

year pastoral 
anniversary of 
Pastor Mark 
Kurtz and fam-
ily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 22-27  Eleven couples (7 of them TN District 
Board members and four pastors), travelled to Trini-
dad and Tobago for a missions trip organized and led 
by our Global Missions Director and wife, Bro. & Sis. 
Gary Vick.  We ministered in all the island churches, 
hosted a dinner for all the national 
pastors and ministers, conducted a 
street service, and gathered for a 
master rally on Sunday night.  This 
was a trial run to take future teams of 
pastors to visit and minister to a mis-
sions field.  If you are interested; 
please see Bro. Gary Vick.  You will 
be greatly blessed! 

 

Bro. Brown, Bro. Taylor-Huntsville, AL pastor, Pastor Grimm-
Bro. Gregory’s  son-in-law, Bro. Davidson– AL Dist. Supt. 

                 Purpose Institute teachers and students– San Juan, Trinidad 

Bro. Robinson and Pastor Bijou– Tunapuna 
          Sheppards celebrate 52nd Anniversary 

Bro. Burton preaches street service in Port O 
Spain, Trinidad 

             We were surrounded by the beautiful Caribbean Sea 

   Bro. Vick in action! 


