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‘No words to
describe that
moment’
Vulnerability before
God: it happens to
ordinands, but it’s also
what Lent is about, too.
PAGE 3

CLARION Lent 2016

CLARION
is a publication of
St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church
18631 Chapel Lane
Huntington Beach, ca 92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
. EDITOR/DESIGN DIRECTOR

Kent K. Steinbrenner
. COVER PHOTO

Kurt Weston

. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME

To submit articles for the Clarion, please
submit either in Microsoft Word or Apple’s
Pages word-processing formats, or else as
text in the body of an e-mail. Please e-mail
all articles to admin@stwilfridschurch.org.
. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist
7, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m.
Adult Formation
9:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Nursery, 8:15 to 11:45 a.m. (Room 1)
Children’s Christian Formation:
. Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
. Youth Bible Study
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Healing Services, Evensong
Monthly; Sundays at 5 p.m.;
see Sunday Times for scheduled dates.
WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.;
Morning Prayer, Mon.–Fri., 8:30 a.m.
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MOM’S ORDINATION DAY: Bishop Jon Bruno and the Rev. Gina Gore’s daughter, Isabella,
at Gina’s ordination at St. John’s Pro-Cathedral in Los Angeles on Jan. 16, 2016.

CURATE’S CORNER » THE REV. GINA GORE

‘Joy and enthusiasm’ abounded
in Advent, Christmas seasons

H

appy New Year to the St. Wilfrid’s community at large! As director
of youth and preschool ministries, I experienced an incredible Advent
and Christmas season surrounded by the pure joy and enthusiasm of
the children I serve! .
In Advent, the youth group came out in full force to serve a holiday meal, generously donated by St. Wilfrid’s preschool families, at Huntington Beach Laundry
Love, as well as set up the Christmas shop at Beach Cities Interfaith Services.
The Christmas Eve Painless Christmas Pageant was a grand success, complete with a real newborn baby, and over 30 children and youth participating,
including new faces! I’m witnessing great collaboration between the youth and
parents, the preschool families and staff, and the wider St. Wilfrid’s community!
Together, in one morning, we raised over $600 for a family deeply affected by
the tragedy in San Bernardino. When there is a call to action, I see action, and
it makes me very excited about what lies ahead this year!
Finally, my ordination to the priesthood on Jan. 16, 2016 was a glorious rite
of passage! My heart was warmed by all who joined me that day, especially the
youth and children of St. Wilfrid’s. I am honored and blessed to be your associate priest! It is with you all that I partner in exploring how to spread God’s love
and make a difference in our community, our city, the hearts and minds of our
children and youth, and each other!

Facing down, but lifted up in the Lord
“Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before
the Lord our Maker.” (Psalm 95:6)

W

ith these words, the psalmist called the
people of Israel to a state of internal vulnerability before God . . . the God who
created them, who knew them before
they were born, and who loved them wherever their often
selfish actions took them.
It is always amazing to me how
easy it is to play games with God.
We think we can hide our sins from
God. We project our fears onto God,
hoping to find release from our own
responsibility by blaming God for the
bad things that happen in our lives and
in our world. Some of us even go to
great lengths to pretend that God does
not exist, decrying spiritual exercises
as unnecessary, mere psychological
games played by insecure people.
Well, I confess. I can feel very insecure. I do project my fears onto God,
because my best efforts at living a life
that I have been taught is necessary to
be pleasing to God frequently fall woefully short. “It must be God’s fault,”
I reason, “because no one can live up
to these unrealistic expectations.”
Then, in a last ditch effort to talk some
sense into God, I assume the position.
Ironically, it is always God who talks
sense into me without words at all.
The position? Maybe I should explain.
In the hours before I was ordained
a priest, I spent some significant
time with my bishop, the Rt. Rev.

J. Jon Bruno. I was nervous, feeling
very unworthy of this high calling.
As I poured out my heart to him,
he encouraged me to leave no stone
unturned, no sin that lingered in my
heart and mind unconfessed, no anxiety unexpressed. At the end of that
session, when I could think of nothing else, +Jon told me what to expect
during the service that was about to
begin. “Just before I ordain you,”
he said, “you will lie face down on
the floor, prostrating yourself before
God. That is not the time for you to
repeat all of the things you have just
confessed to me. You are clean before
me and clean before our God. That
will be the time for you to listen for
God’s Spirit and know that you are
infinitely and forever loved. Don’t
think, just feel.”
There are really not words to
describe that moment, face down on
the cold slab floor of St. Wilfrid’s nave,
with the refrain of “Veni Sancte Spiritus” echoing through the church. All
I could do was weep tears of release,
tears of thanks, tears of an empty

heart being filled anew with what
only God can give and what can only
be received when we have been truly
emptied. To this day, when I need a
touchstone, a reconnection with God,
I assume that position… sometimes on
that same cold slab floor that pooled
my tears 7½ years ago.
In a few short days, we enter the
season of Lent. We are invited to
spend these 40 days in a state of
extended vulnerability before God.
What is there within that is not like
the Christ we worship, the Jesus who
is to be our model for life? This is the
time for the games we play to cease.
This is the time for all of our sins,
all of our projected fears, and all
of our selfish rationalizations to be
confronted—and not by a bishop, or
a priest, or a critic, or our own unrealistic expectations of what being truly
Christlike means. This is the time for
all of these things to be confronted
by the Spirit who speaks most often
without words at all.
May the words of the late Brennan
Manning characterize our experience
in this Lenten season: “Let yourself
be loved by God. Prayer begins with
the appreciation and realization of the
concrete meaning of God’s love for me
just as I am and not as I should be. His
love is not based on my performance.
I haven’t earned it; therefore, I can’t
lose it. The first stage of prayer is not
an activity of mind, but a passive
mode of receiving. Like slipping into
a tub of hot water, let God’s love seep
in, saturate, permeate every part of
your being.”
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER
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St. Wilfrid’s
2016 Lenten
Book Study
Wednesdays at
6 p.m.: Feb. 17
to March 16

T

he headlines are clear:
religion is on the decline
in A merica as many
people leave behind traditional religious practices. Diana Butler Bass, leading
commentator on religion, politics, and
culture, follows up her acclaimed book
Christianity After Religion by arguing
that what appears to be a decline actually signals a major transformation in
how people understand and experience God. The distant God of conventional religion has given way to a
more intimate sense of the sacred that
is with us in the world. This shift, from
a vertical understanding of God to a
God found on the horizons of nature
and human community, is at the heart
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of a spiritual revolution that surrounds
us—and that is challenging not only
religious institutions but political and
social ones as well.
Grounded explores this cultural
turn as Bass unpacks how people
are finding new spiritual ground
by discovering and embracing God
everywhere in the world around us—
in the soil, the water, the sky, in our
homes and neighborhoods, and in the
global commons. Faith is no longer a
matter of mountaintop experience or
institutional practice; instead, people
are connecting with God through
the environment in which we live.
Grounded guides readers through
our contemporary spiritual habitat
as it points out and pays attention to

“Grounded is a wise and beautiful book. It is, in fact
and in places, almost an anthem to the sacred unity of
the physical and the spiritual in the formation of human
faith and in the maturation of the human soul.”
— Phyllis Tickle, author of The Great Emergence

the ways in which people experience
a God who animates creation and
community.
Bass brings her understanding of
the latest research and studies and
her deep knowledge of history and
theology to Grounded. She cites news,
trends, data, and pop culture, weaves
in spiritual texts and ancient traditions, and pulls it all together through
stories of her own and others’ spiritual
journeys. Grounded observes and
reports a radical change in the way
many people understand God and how
they practice faith. In doing so, Bass
invites readers to join this emerging
spiritual revolution, find a revitalized
expression of faith, and change the
world.

“An absolutely gorgeously written book about real
faith in the real world.”
— James Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage

For those 70½ or above, 2016 brings a way
to make tax-advantaged gifts to St. Wilfrid’s

A

re you age 70½ or older? Are you
considering a special gift to support
St. Wilfrid's in 2016? As you do
your gift planning for this year, you may
wish to consider a tax-advantaged way to
make your gift. The tax code recognizes
the value of nonprofit organizations and
institutions in our society and provides
incentives to encourage such giving.
In recent years, Congress has annually
passed legislation allowing tax payers the
option of contributing from their IRA plans
directly to charity under certain qualifications and limitations. The gift must be
made as a direct withdrawal from your
IRA and deposited directly into the account
of the recipient charity. Simply stated, this
option allows tax payers who are age 70½
or older to donate up to $100,000 from
their qualified retirement accounts directly
to a qualified nonprofit without being

obliged to pay any income tax typically
required on the distribution. This offers
a viable tax-advantaged strategy for those
who must withdraw their Required Minimum Distribution (rmd) annually. Thankfully the recent passage by Congress and
signing of the 2016 budget bill by President
Obama included this provision.
If you are contemplating a gift to St.
Wilfrid's, consider this method of giving
which will benefit the church greatly and
transfer assets to the church that would
normally go to the federal government.
This information is provided for your consideration and is not meant to provide any
specific financial recommendation. If you
have any questions about this manner of
giving, you may contact the church office.
Consultation with your trusted financial
advisor is always recommended when
making important financial decisions.
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Help BCIS grow
with the $5 challenge

I

would like to challenge each of us to put $5 into the
bcis collection baskets each Sunday. (If you don’t know
about the baskets, they are placed right by the altar
rail.) bcis’ budget has tripled since
moving to our new location and we
need your help! At St. Wilfrid’s, we
enjoy over 250 members attending
every Sunday. If 200 members gave
$5 a week, we would net $1,000 per
week, $4,000 per month or $48,000
per year. Your little bit can mean
so much! Rather than getting that
extra beer or glass of wine while
dining out, or buying that Starbucks
venti mocha, or ordering that double
double at In ’N’ Out, please consider
setting aside a small amount for bcis each week. You can
make a difference! Thanks and God bless you all for continuing to support bcis.
The other way to give—and this is completely painless—
is to, when you shop on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.
com and choose Beach Cities Interfaith Services as your
selected charity. Any purchase earns bcis 0.5% of your
purchase. Thanks!

The Rev. David Stuart Maurer
March 23, 1951 to January 5, 2016

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant David. Acknowledge, we
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own
fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your
own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of
your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting
peace, and into the glorious company of the
saints in light. Amen.
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Treat your ears to a multitude of music this spring

T

he St. Wilfrid’s Music Guild is pleased to
announce the following services, concerts, and
events, featuring the St. Wilfrid’s Choir, Jazz
Ensemble, and other facets of the music ministry, for the
next few months:
n Choral Evensong for the End of Epiphany
Feb. 7, 2016; 5 p.m.
Featuring music by Howells, Wood, and Buonemani
n Choral Evensong for the Season of Lent
March 6, 2016; 5 p.m.
Featuring music by Leighton, Noble,
Victoria, and Britten
THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM
n The Solemn Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
March 24, 2016; 7 p.m.
Featuring music by Gjeilo, Tallis and Messiaen

n The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday
March 25, 2016; 12 noon
Featuring music by Victoria and Lotti
n The Great Vigil & First Eucharist of Easter
March 27, 2016; 5:30 a.m.
Featuring music by Stanford and Sowerby
n Sunday of the Resurrection:
Festal Eucharist for Easter Day
March 27, 2016; 10:30 a.m.
Featuring music by Widor, Byrd, Bach, and Sowerby
n Choral Evensong for Eastertide
April 3, 2016; 5 p.m.
Featuring music by Kelly, Wood, and Rachmaninoff
n The Second Choral Evensong for Eastertide
May 1, 2016; 5 p.m.
Featuring music by Archer, Balfour Gardiner,
and Go´recki

Holy Week and Easter
AT

ST.

WILFRID’S

SUNDAY, March 20 . 7, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Palm Sunday
Join as we reenact the triumphal entry of
Jesus and the Lord’s Passion.

WEDNESDAY, March 23 7 p.m.

Service of Reconciliation
As we move nearer to the cross of Christ,
this brief service of reflection and prayer
moves us personally and communally to
a place of confession and forgiveness.

THURSDAY, March 24 . . 7 p..m.

Maundy Thursday
6

CHURCH

ing Jesus’ last supper, including the
washing of feet and the stripping of the
altar. A prayer vigil follows in the chapel
throughout the night until noon on Good
Friday. Please sign up in the narthex
beginning March 15 for a one-hour vigil.

FRIDAY, March 25
12 noon: Solemn Liturgy & Veneration
of the Cross with choir; 7 p.m.: Public
Service of Healing with Prayer Stations

Good Friday
The most solemn day of our church year,
we gather to commemorate the crucifixion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The three great days, or Triduum, begin Priests are available on Good Friday, from
tonight with an intimate service recall- 1–4 p.m. to hear confession in the Chapel.

SUNDAY, March 27 . . .  5:30 a.m.

Great Vigil of Easter
In this most ancient liturgy of the
Church, we begin outside in darkness
to light the new fire of Easter, processing
with the light of Christ into the church
for a celebration of our salvation, holy
Baptism, and Jesus’ victory over death
and the grave. Easter Breakfast in Sacquety Hall from 8:15–9:45 a.m.; Easter
Egg Hunt for children at 8:45 a.m.

SUNDAY, March 27 . .  10:30 a.m.

Easter Sunday
Festival Eucharist with choir, organ, brass,
and timpani—a triumphant celebration!
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St. Wilfrid’s Lenten Calendar
FEBRUARY 2016
7th

9th
10th

13th
14th

15th

17th
19th
20th

24th
26th
27th
28th

Boy Scout Sunday
E-FLAGS Meeting & Potluck, 12 noon,
Sacquety Hall
Evensong, 5 p.m., Church
Shrove Tuesday: Mardi Gras Dinner & Jazz, 6
p.m., Sacquety Hall
Ash Wednesday—Lent begins
Holy Eucharist with the Imposition of
Ashes: 7 a.m., 12 noon, and 7 p.m., Church
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast &
Meeting: 8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Parish Nurses, 8:30 to 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Youth Fundraiser: Roses for Sale
Presidents’ Day Holiday; office closed
Stewardship Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Church
Office
Lenten Book Study begins, 6 p.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Vestry Retreat, 6 p.m., Youth Center
Vestry Retreat, 9 a.m., Youth Center
Celebration of Wisdom Lunch, with the
Singing Goodtimers: 11:30 a.m., Sacquety
Hall
Lenten Book Study, 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall
Parish Potluck: 6:15 p.m., Sacquety Hall
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m., Sacquety
Hall
Healing Service, 5 p.m., Church

16th
19th
20th

21st
22nd
23rd
24th

25th

MARCH 2016
2nd
6th

12th

13th

Song School Evensong: 5 p.m., Church
Lenten Book Study, 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall
E-FLAGS Meeting & Lunch, 11:30 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Music Guild Evensong: 5 p.m., Church
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast &
Meeting: 8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
All Hands On Deck! Spring Cleaning: 8 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall, Church
Daylight Savings Time begins; set your
clocks ahead one hour
Parish Nurses, 8:30 to 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall

26th

27th

30th

Lenten Book Study, 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall
Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion
The Liturgy of the Palms with Holy
Eucharist: 7, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m., Church
Healing Service, 5 p.m., Church
Stewardship Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Church
Office
Vestry Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Youth Center
Service of Reconciliation: 7 p.m., Church
Maundy Thursday
Holy Eucharist: 7 p.m., Church
Prayer Vigil: 8 p.m. to noon on Friday, Chapel
Good Friday; the office closes at noon.
The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday,
with Veneration of the Cross:
12 noon, Church
Public Service of Healing with Prayer
Stations, 7 p.m., Church
Holy Saturday: Easter Sunday Services
Rehearsal: 9 a.m., Church
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m., Sacquety
Hall
Easter Day: The Great Vigil of Easter with
Holy Eucharist and Baptism: 5:30 a.m.,
Church
Easter Breakfast: 8:15 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Easter-Egg Hunt: 8:45 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Festival Holy Eucharist: 10:30 a.m., Church
Song School Evensong: 5 p.m., Church
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PRESCHOOL CORNER

Easter Egg Hunt takes
place on March 27th

Get set for the preschool’s annual
Spring Fling Carnival on May 6th!

P

lease join us on Friday,
May 6th for our Annual
Preschool Spring Fling
Carnival Night. This
is our largest preschool
fundraising event of the year, and
we hope you will join us and invite
your families, friends and neighbors. The event will take place from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m., and will include
face painting, games, animals,
magic acts, circus acts, photos,

classroom musical performances,
food trucks, bounce houses, tasty
goodies, popcorn, and so much
more. Various ministries from St.
Wilfrid’s will be participating with
booths and activities. The cost for
children for presale tickets is $25
for unlimited use of activities; on
the day of, the cost will be $28.
If your group is interested in joining the festivities, please contact
Debbie Pratt at 714.968.3100.

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will
take place on Easter Sunday, which
is March 27th. During the month of
March we will be collecting donations
of plastic eggs, filled eggs, candy
and small “egg-sized” prizes. Donations can be dropped off in the boxes
located in the Narthex. Thank you
for your help.

St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno
Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org
Associates
The Revs. Karen Maurer
karen@stwilfridschurch.org
The Rev. Gina Gore
gina@stwilfridschurch.org
Parish Aministrator
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org
Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org
Preschool
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: JULY 11–15

Surf Shack: Catch the wave
of God’s amazing love

A
8

t the Vacation Bible School
Surf Shack, kids encounter
God’s awesomeness through
Bible stories and learn how we’re
meant to experience an epic adventure each day. Surfers and lifeguards
will glide through beach-themed
music, crafts science activities,
recreation, Bible stories, and more,

and will
get stoked
about God’s
mission in
their lives.
St. Wilfrid’s VBS this summer will
take place from July 11–15 from
9:30–11:30 a.m.; the cost is $10.
Watch this space for further details!

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org
Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steven Karr
Song School Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Steven Salts
Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chip Daniels
Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Campana
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jane Pape
Buildings & Grounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim O’Connell
Sexton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Wilkerson
18631 Chapel Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
Phone: (714) 962-7512
Fax: (714) 962-4538
Preschool : (714) 968-3100
Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

