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‘Are we there yet?’
The season of Advent pulls us back
in time to the anticipation of a
nation on a journey. PAGE 3

CLARION Advent 2017

CLARION
is a publication of
St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church
18631 Chapel Lane
Huntington Beach, ca 92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
. EDITOR/DESIGN DIRECTOR

Kent K. Steinbrenner
. COVER PHOTO

Krivosheevv (from depositphotos.com)
. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME

To submit articles for the Clarion, please
submit either in Microsoft Word or Apple’s
Pages word-processing formats, or else as
text in the body of an e-mail. Please e-mail
all articles to admin@stwilfridschurch.org.
. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist
7, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m.
Adult Formation
9:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Nursery, 8:15 to 11:45 a.m. (Room 1)
Children’s Christian Formation:
. Sunday School
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
. Youth Bible Study
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Healing Services, Evensong
Monthly; Sundays at 5 p.m.;
see Sunday Times for scheduled dates.
WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Morning
Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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CURATE’S CORNER » THE REV. CHRISTOPHER MONTELLA

The Holy Spirit is alive and active!

W

ow ! N ov. 1s t find this exciting! I am extremely gratem a r k e d t h r e e ful for my role as a priest here because
months since I it provides a space to do a great deal
formally joined of witnessing. It is an interesting thing
the St. Wilfrid’s to watch other people reach for God. I
community and to say that I have have had the gift of a bird’s-eye view at
experienced a lot in that time would healing services, in one on one meetbe an understatement! In light of that, ings, in complex life moments and in
I thought it might be nice to reflect on many evenings spent with our youth,
what I have learned so far, what that to the exploration of deeper relationsays about who we are, and share some ship with God. There is a yearning in
thoughts about the future.
this community to seek God and see
I would like to start by saying that how God is working in our lives and
there will never be the right words to what’s more exciting is that this seekexpress how gracious and warm your ing is coupled with a desire to serve. I
welcome has been both to me and to have been inspired by a clear focus of
Erick. The generous embrace with service and servant leadership here. It
which we have been received into this is a meaningful model for the those we
community is both humbling and encounter outside of church and it can
life-giving and we are deeply grateful. be an even more powerful model for
It is a privilege to be here. From the the Church itself as it seeks to define
moment of our arrival it has felt like what it will become in the future.
we came home and that has everything
This is also true for our young
to do with who the community of St. people. We have the gift here at St.
Wilfrid’s is at its core and that is a Wilfrid’s of a community of young
place where Love
resides.
‘I know you will see signs of Spirit life
On that note,
all around. That doesn’t just happen. It
please allow me
to confirm for
speaks to an openness that is part of the
you, just in case
DNA of this community . . .’
you were wondering, that the
Holy Spirit is alive and active at St. people who are filled with the energy
Wilfrid’s! All around us there is evi- of the Holy Spirit, who are seeking just
dence of the Spirit at work in our com- as much as anyone else and who are
munity, and it’s not too hard to find. looking for meaningful experiences in
Just follow an Office Angel around and through the Church. Though these
for five minutes, go into the kitchen experiences might look different than
on Sunday morning, watch our musi- they did for their parents or even, in
cians prepare for services, hang around some cases, as they did for their older
here on a Wednesday morning, look siblings, I think it is important to point
at what is happening with bcis, spend out that they are still seeking them.
some time around the pre-school or
I have also come to understand that
chat with some of our young people. they are not looking for more activiI know you will see signs of Spirit life ties. They do not need more things to
all around. That doesn’t just happen. do. What they need and what they
It speaks to an openness that is part of crave is connection. They are seeking
the dna of this community that allows connection to each other and to God
the Spirit to flow freely in and through and it is the establishment of these conthe things we do here. It shapes who we nections that compels them to show up
are and how we show up both for each time after time.
other and for the world around us.
We know that the world around us
Additionally, it is very clear to me is changing faster and faster and we
HOLY SPIRIT . See page 4
that we are a community of seekers. I

‘Are we there yet? How much longer?’

I

can still hear the tide-like mixture of fatigue and
anticipation, impatience and longing in the words of
my children as we journeyed long hours across the
country to see relatives and friends. Stories had been
told of the things they would experience, the sights they
would see, the people who were waiting to see them . . .
their minds were filled with vivid images of the joy they
would feel when we finally arrived. But getting there—the
journey was nothing like they had imagined.
Then again, there was nothing in
their brief experience of short outings
to the park, or the mall, or a concert in a nearby city that could have
adequately prepared them for the 20+
hour marathon drive through deserts
and over mountains, sleeping upright
with a seatbelt fastened around
them… restrained, yet somehow still
moving. Snacks helped, at least for a
time. Telling stories, making up new
stories, singing songs, making up new
songs, all helped for a bit, but the
ever present longing for the joy they
imagined at journey’s end only became
deeper and louder as the hours stacked
upon hours. Impatience soon led to
bickering over territory. There was
only so much room in the back seat, so
every inch of space was valuable. All
those things we couldn’t leave home
without began inhibiting their ability
to stretch and move… or worse, they

became weapons wielded to loudly
punctuate the frustration of a journey
that seemed no closer to ending than
when we began.
“Are we THERE yet?”
“How much LONGER?”
The season of Advent pulls us back
in time to the anticipation of a nation
on a journey. They were promised a
land of their own, a life of blessing,
the respect of the nations, Godly
leadership with peace and prosperity.
To be certain, there were times when
it seemed to Israel that the promise
was at hand. Then, time and again,
the promise fell just out of reach. To
a beleaguered people the prophets
announced that over the distant horizon a deliverer would come, one who
would lead them to the fulfillment
of God’s promise. “Be patient, and
prepare the way for the coming of the
Lord,” they said.

Many stopped looking. But to the
faithful who heard the words of the
prophets and kept watch, the angels
over Bethlehem would proclaim,
“Peace on earth! Good will to all
people!”
Our world at the close of 2017 is a
world not so unlike the ancient world.
Peace and prosperity fall just out of
reach. The journey is taking longer
than we ever imagined. The promises
we have read in scripture and have
been taught for generations seem even
further away than when we started
this journey as the human race. We
distract ourselves as best we can in
all kinds of ways. Doubting that the
promises will ever be fulfilled, we
become territorial, attempting to carve
out an inheritance for ourselves, rather
than trust the God of the promise.
“Are we there yet?”
“How much longer?”
To the faithful, the prophets still
speak, “Be patient and prepare the
way for the coming of the Lord!” With
each day of preparation, the promise
draws closer. This Advent, will you
join me in listening anew to the prophets? Moreover, will you dare with me
to trust the God of the promise and
work for peace on earth and good will
to all people?
“To all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God…” (John
1:12, nrsv)
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER
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MUSICAL MISSIVES

» THE REV. WILLIAM WELLS

Hope, renewal among
Advent promises; come to
Lessons, Carols on Dec. 3

A

dvent brings the
promise of hope,
renewal and gifts
of God! The
people of St. Wilfrid’s bring
warmth, welcome, commitment, energy and great fun
to the ministry of this parish.
I am deeply thankful to be
here to experience these gifts
and to do my very best in
enabling our ministry both in
this parish and in the world. I
am privileged to call many of
St. Wilfrid’s staff and clergy,
both past and present, dear
friends and I am honored to
be a part of a church known
for magnificent music and
energetic ministry.
My life and ministry priorities include kindness, listening, helpfulness, compassion
and being available to you
in a time of need. Another
priority is to have fun in the

work that we do together
and the choir and I have
already had some wonderful
moments of laughter. I am
meeting more people each
week and I look forward to
meeting you, so please don’t
hesitate to introduce yourself
to me. It’s my job not only to
know you, but to assist you
in doing your best in ministry
to others.
Advent Lessons & Carols
takes place on Sunday, Dec.
3 at 5 p.m. It’s a wonderful candlelit opportunity
to reflect on your Advent
journey to Bethlehem, which
is not just a destination,
but a starting point for the
Christian life. You will hear
beautiful music sung by The
St. Wilfrid’s Choir and by
our Song School Choristers.
I look forward to seeing you
there.

HOLY SPIRIT: Alive and well
in St. Wilfrid’s ministries!
. Continued from page 2

have to be able to change with it. One of the most important
things we can do in this community is to create spaces and
places for our young people to contend with those changes
in safe, healthy and productive ways. We have to keep the
lines of communication open and try to understand life
experiences that may not be familiar to us.
The challenges they face today are different than they
were yesterday and different than they will be tomorrow.
But as People of the Way we know that God has something
to say about all of this. As we move through the seasons of
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, St. Wilfrid’s Awesome
Youth will be listening for what God has to say through the
anticipation, incarnation and revelation of Jesus in our lives.
I hope you will support and join us on this journey keeping open to what new and exciting things God may reveal
to you and to all of us along the way.
In the meantime, this is me sending love out to all of you!
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The St. Wilfrid’s Music Guild
invites you to

An Advent Procession
of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, Dec. 3 at 5 p.m.
Candlelight, carols, spirituals and anthems
celebrate the hope and light of Advent
Featuring the Choir of St. Wilfrid’s
and the Song School Choristers
Reception to follow

PARISH NURSES’ NOTES

Flu clinic treated 99 people;
mental-health resources
during the holidays

A

t the Flu Clinic
on October 8th
we were able to
help 99 of our
parishioners with a flu
shot, for their protection
during the upcoming flu
season.
There are many reasons
during the holiday season
that you might need to reach out for an answer or help.
These two websites by David Kessler could have the
initial link to helpful advice, to bridge time before you
connect with your doctor: www.holidaygrief.com and
www.holidaybreakups.com.

» THE REV. KAREN MAURER

The ‘miracle on Main Street’ really happened!

A

miracle occurred on Monday, bcis. Again, every little bit helps!
And, bring your children to help with
Nov. 6, in the City of Hunn If you shop on Amazon, go to the decorating.
tington Beach Council cham- https://smile.amazon.com and regIn conclusion, thanks are due to
bers, located at Main and Yorktown. ister your account to support Beach our Board President, Patti Nunn, and
In spite of tremendous opposition Cities Interfaith Services. When you Board Secretary, Barry Kielsmeier. for
within the city staff
their amazing effort
and the probability of
in attending counta council set to vote
less meetings with city
to evict Beach City
officials, strategy sesInterfaith Services
sions with me and for
(bcis), we prevailed!
lending their considerAfter 15–20 people
able expertise to me
spoke on behalf of
in navigating stormy
bcis with no citizen
political waters. I have
sp e a k i n g a g a i n s t
tremendous gratitude
the work we do, the
for Tom Wesley, our
council had an open
site supervisor, who
d i s c u s sion wh ich
has kept bcis running
resulted in choosing
beautifully. Thanks
to not vote on the
also to Carol Sneary
staff recommendafor her tenacious faithtion to evict us! What
fulness and to Larry
this means is that we
Garcia for his connow have until Oct.
stancy, along with all
13, 2018, to find a LOCAL SUPPORT: Fr. Christian Mondor from St. Simon and St. Jude the many volunteers
new location and to Catholic Church, “The Surfing Priest,” speaks on behalf of Beach Cities who serve our clients
vacate the current Interfaith Services to the Huntington Beach City Council on Nov. 6 as with grace every day!
property, an agree- the Rev. Karen Maurer and BCIS’ red-shirted supporters look on.
Thanks to all of you
ment which matches
who have lent words of
our original rental contract with the shop, all of your charge information support to all of us, for your prayers
city. Praise God!
stays the same…no need to re-register and financial support of bcis. Thank
There is much to be done in the next with Amazon. Just sign into smile. you to all who came to the City Counsix months. We are seeking to partner amazon.com instead of Amazon.com cil meeting, clad in red, to show your
with a larger non-profit, either the Illu- and shop to your heart’s content. bcis support. I am deeply grateful for all of
mination Foundation or Mercy House. gets a percentage from all that you buy those brave souls who stood before the
With our partner, and in consultation and it doesn’t cost you a cent! I am City Council, speaking for three minwith the City of Huntington Beach, we trying to do most of my Christmas utes to exhort them to do the right
will find an alternate location within shopping on smile.amazon.com!
thing! Among the many speakers
the City. In addition, we will be doing
n Volunteer! We are open Monday were Fr. Christian Mondor, Rabbi
some fundraising. From July of 2017 through Friday from 9¬–2. We need Stephen Einstein, Barry Kielsmeier,
through October, donations to bcis your help, even if you can just give an Tom Wesley, Cheri Atkinson, Mary
dropped 75%. We are rich in Spirit, hour once a week. We will train you Hiber, former Mayors Ralph Bauer
but cash poor, so we need your help. and be there to answer any questions and Shirley Detloff, Omar Siddiqui (a
How can you help? Let me count the you might have. It is fun and fulfill- 2018 Congressional candidate for the
ways…
ing work.
48th district) and our own Fr. Michael
n Every Sunday there is a basket
n If you can’t volunteer during the and Rev. Christopher. God is GREAT,
where you can drop a few dollars to week, join us for our Holiday Store and so are God’s people!
help bcis. Our average Sunday atten- set-up day. This year, it is on Saturday,
dance is around 220–250. Estimating Dec. 9, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. This
n P.S.: In one recent week (Nov.
on the low side, if everyone dropped $5 is the day we convert our clothing 6 –1 2), $31 ,500 has been given/
into the basket each week, BCIS would section into a toy store for families pledged/granted by several individureceive $52,800 annually. A little bit to come and shop for their kids. We als, civic groups and a private family
goes a long way when we work as a have a great time decking the halls! foundation. We are still in need of
community!
Bring a toy if you wish, to add to the financial support, but this is a great
n Consider a monthly pledge to gifts parents can choose for their kids. start and a grace of God!
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Want to learn more about Cursillo? There’s an
information luncheon on Dec. 3 at noon
By the Revs. Karen Maurer and Nancy Sinclair,
and Bob DeJong and Don Sinclair

A

ll interested adults, 18 years and older, are
invited to join us for a Cursillo information
luncheon on Sunday, Dec. 3rd at noon in the
Youth Building. Cursillo is a lay-led weekend
retreat where men and women are invited to come away
for a time of devotion, learning and fun. For first time
attendees, the weekend is free. An application to attend
must be filled out, which we will provide for you on Dec.
3rd along with more information. Come join us. You will
be glad you did!

‘Color Conversation: Being All of Me’:
Developing healthy self-identity for mixed-race
and transracially adopted children in O.C.

W

6

e all want to have productive and honest
conversations with our children. Talking
about race and diversity can be intimidating and uncomfortable for parents—
indeed, parents of any origin. What do you say when
someone says something prejudicial to your mixed race
or transracially adopted child? How do you handle difficult comments made by friends or family? How do you
foster positive racial identity for mixed youth?
n Learn how to help children of all ages develop
healthy self- esteem and navigate difficult situations
n Discuss strategies to engage your school and community
n Learn about Multiracial Americans of Southern
California (masc) and their current work advocating
for the multiracial community
Come join us for an interactive supportive discussion in a safe space, on Sunday, Jan. 14, 2018, from 1
to 4 p.m. here at Sacquety Hall at St. Wilfrid’s. Even
if you’re not a person of color or in a mixed-race
family, these are important issues, and we welcome
and invite everyone’s participation. This session
includes a facilitated discussion by a subject-matter
expert from masc and a hands-on workshop demonstrating ways to develop skills for developing a positive
racial identity with your children.
Copies of Being All of Me: A Handbook for Teachers
and Parents of Multiracial, Multiethnic, and Transracially
Adopted Children by Farzana Nayani (a project of masc),
will be available for purchase.
Free childcare will be provided at the preschool playground for young children.

n Date: Sunday, January 14, 2018
n Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
n Location: St. Wilfrid of York Church, Sacquety Hall
For more information contact: parent@mascsite.org
Register at: https://beingallofme.eventbrite.com
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St. Wilfrid’s Calendar
NOVEMBER
27th:

30th Preschool Commission Meeting:
5:30 p.m., Office

DECEMBER
1st–2nd: Diocesan Convention: Ontario Convention
Center, Ontario
3rd:
The First Sunday of Advent.
Advent Wreath Making: 8:00, 9:30, and
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Music Guild: Advent Lessons & Carols:
5 p.m., Church
8th:
Sugar Plum Evening: 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall
9th:
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Funeral for Larry Roberts: 3 p.m., Church,
followed by a dinner reception in Sacquety
Hall
10th: Parish Nurses: 8–10:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Heritage Service of Remembrance:
3 p.m., Church
12th: BCIS Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m., Room 9
15th: Preschool Christmas Program: 4 and 6
p.m., Church
16th: Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
17th: Healing Service, 5 p.m., Church
18th
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Youth Center
24th: The Fourth Sunday of Advent: Regular
services at 7, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve
Perfectly Painless Christmas Pageant
with Holy Eucharist:
5 p.m., Church
Musical offering from the worship team
members of the Table Service at 7 p.m.,
followed by a festival service of Holy
Eucharist, 7:30 p.m., Church
Another wonderful musical offering from
the St. Wilfrid’s Choir at 10:30 p.m.,
followed by a festival service of Holy
Eucharist at 11 p.m., Church
25th
Christmas Day

26th
31st:

JANUARY
1st
7th

9th:
13th:
14th:
15th:
20th:
21st:
23rd
27th
28th:

New Year’s Holiday. Church office and
preschool closed.
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ;
Baptisms
Choral Evensong: 5 p.m., Church
BCIS Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m., Room 9
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Parish Nurses: 8–10:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday: Church
office and preschool closed
Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Healing Service: 5 p.m., Church
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Youth Center
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Annual Parish Meeting: 6 p.m., Church

FEBRUARY
4th:

Choral Evensong: 5 p.m., Church

Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols:
10 a.m., Church
Christmas Holiday. Church office closed.
New Year’s Eve Day (The First Sunday after
Christmas): Regular services at 7, 8:30, and
10:30 a.m.
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Preschool gears up for
Christmas festivities—
Sugar Plum cookies, the
Christmas Eve pageant,
and a lot more!
By Debbie Pratt, Preschool Director

W

hile visions of sugar plums are dancing in our heads,
the Preschool is heading into our busy Christmas
season. After just finishing a very fun and successful evening
of Trunk or
Treat, I’d like to thank all the many
preschool parents, vestry members,
church volunteers, bcis volunteers,
staff, and clergy who came out and
gave their time and energy, and plenty
of treats. Without all of you, this could
never happen.
Many exciting events are coming
up after we give thanks for the many
blessings we have, and the time we get
to spend with our families. On Friday
Dec. 8th, please join us in Sacquety hall for our annual “Sugar Plum” event
from 6–8 p.m. A $15 donation per family will be
collected for a pasta dinner, cookie decorating,
puppet show, face painting and more! Please
come and join us.
Again this year the preschool will be providing
a holiday dinner and gift cards for Laundry Love
. Dec. 17, 8 a.m.–12
noon: Pick-up
on Tuesday Dec. 12. Please help us make this a
costumes from
heartfelt night of giving. Feel free to purchase $10
Room 10 . Dec.
gift cards through the scrip program and drop
24, beginning at
them by either the preschool or church office
4 p.m.: Pick up
before Sunday, Dec. 10th.
costumes in the
Finally, our annual Christmas Program will
chapel . Afterwards
Return costumes to
take place on Friday, Dec. 15th. The younger
Sacquety Hall
children will be performing at 4 p.m., and the
older children at 6 p.m.. Please come out and
support the hard work of our music teacher Ms. Jo, the teachers, and all
our children.
May the blessings that surround us this holiday season stretch out to our
families, friends and the lives of all those we come in contact with. God’s
blessing to all of you. Have a safe and happy holiday season.

Christmas
Pageant
Schedule
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St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. John H. Taylor
Rector
The Very Rev. Canon Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org
Associates
The Rev. Karen Maurer
karen@stwilfridschurch.org
The Rev. Christopher Montella
therevchristopher@stwilfridschurch.org
Associate & Minister of Music
The Rev. William Wells
william@stwilfridschurch.org
Parish Aministrator
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org
Song School Director
Stephen Salts
stephens@stwilfridschurch.org
Preschool
Deborah Pratt, Director • CCL# 300600919
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org
Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen Karr
Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Campana
Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jane Pape
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patti Nunn
Buildings & Grounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim O’Connell
Sexton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Wilkerson
18631 Chapel Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
Phone: (714) 962-7512
Fax: (714) 962-4538
Preschool : (714) 968-3100
Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441
Office hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., M–F

