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Dare we hope,
dare we trust?
‘Jesus still comes into the
darkness of our world… and
offers hope.’ PAGE 3
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. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist
7, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m.
Adult Formation
9:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Nursery, 8:15 to 11:45 a.m. (Room 1)
Children’s Christian Formation:
. Sunday School
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
. Youth Bible Study
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Healing Services, Evensong
Monthly; Sundays at 5 p.m.;
see Sunday Times for scheduled dates.
WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Morning
Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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Collecting their thoughts to God in
the form of a collect: Adult Forum
participants write their own
By the Rev. Karen Maurer

O

n Sunday, October 23rd, I had the pleasure of facilitating the Adult
Forum between the 8:30 and 10:30 services. We looked at Anglican
collects, the very distinct form of prayer found in our Book of Common
Prayer. We learned about their basic grammatical structure and about the writer
of many of our collects, Thomas Cranmer, the author of the first and second
Book of Common Prayer. We then spent time writing our own collects. With
the authors’ permission, here are collects written by St. Wilfrid’s folks. Thanks
to all who participated!
Almighty God who has made this beautiful world for us, help us remember to
care for your creation and your creatures in it, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen. (Judy Philpot)
Heavenly Father, who created humanity in your own image and crowned us
with glory and honor, open our hearts to love one another as Christ has loved
us, that there may be true understanding and compassion between all people,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. (Sarah Schwartz)
Almighty God, keep in your care those in my heart today and help them to
better know your greatness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Carol Sneary)
Almighty God, our hearts are heavy with the upcoming elections. Look
down upon our world and guide our new leaders that they be more fair and
just, that they look to You for their decisions, In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
(Karen Kramer)
Almighty God, who always watches over us, help us feel your presence in all
we do as we go through our day, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. (Anne Snyder)
All-loving God who is source of all light, drench us in your love that your light
shines through the cracks of us, your imperfect vessels, that we may be your light
in this world, for the glory of Jesus Christ. Amen. (Pam Dorff)
Father God, mighty Creator of the universe, thank you for providing for my
needs according to Your riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Rick Vargo)
Thank you God, for all you do. Please Lord, guide [and] direct myself and
those dear to me to do our part in keeping us safe and healthy. This I ask through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Dorothy Cunningham)
Loving God, in your compassionate mercy and grace, provide for those who
have no shelter or food, so that they would know your tender care for them,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Karen Maurer)

Looking with eyes of hope

I

don’t know that I have ever heard it asked in so many
different ways or with such frequency—“Are you
okay? How are you holding up? What do you think
about what is happening these days?” People living
in seemingly unprecedented times, traversing uncharted
territory, staring at an uncertain future, needing assurances
from others that we are not in this alone.

Advent takes us back to another
time, another people, living very
anxious times. For the nation of
Israel in exile, the past was littered
with failure, the present was at
times unbearable, and the future
was at best uncertain and at worst
unthinkable. Where was God? With
all the failure in their past, could they
expect anything from God at all? If
they were truly on their own, despair
would win the day.
Into this dark world, God sent
messengers, like the prophet Isaiah.
“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light,” Isaiah wrote.
“Those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined.”
Some who heard these words
scoffed at them.
Some who heard these words
rejoiced at the promise they held.
Some who heard these words kept
them like a flickering candle in the
dark closet of their minds, wanting
to believe yet remained unable to
fully release their doubts.
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER

Jesus came into a similar world.
His message of hope was met with
the same mixed responses that
greeted the words of Isaiah. Yet,
Jesus came anyway.
Whether we scoff or rejoice or
mingle belief with doubt, Jesus
still comes into the darkness of our
world… and offers hope. Whether
we scoff or rejoice or mingle belief
with doubt, Jesus still offers hope
to the dark world within our own
minds and hearts.
Dare we hope? Dare we trust?
Dare we release our doubts and fears
and failures and let the light of God’s
love reveal the beauty of the person
we were created to be? If we accept
hope, we welcome wonderful possibilities. If we reject hope, we resign
ourselves to life as it has been. The
choice is ours.
May this Advent season, a season
of anticipation, find you looking
with eyes of hope… and may the
light of God’s love touch you as
never before.

PARISH NURSES’ NOTES

Flu clinic treated 99 people; mentalhealth resources during the holidays

A

t the Flu Clinic on October 2nd we were able to help 99 of our
parishioners with a flu shot, for their protection during the upcoming flu season.
There are many reasons during the holiday season that you might need to
reach out for an answer or help. These two websites by David Kessler could
have the initial link to helpful advice, to bridge time before you connect
with your doctor: www.holidaygrief.com and www.holidaybreakups.com.
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Hark! A thrilling voice is singing
Many voices will be singing, in fact–St. Wilfrid’s Music Ministry invites you to experience Advent
and Christmas through the sounds of our choir, Song School, and musicians from The Table.
By Christopher Gravis, Minister of Music and Arts

D

ecember marks
one of the most
joyf ul times
of the year for
music at St. Wilfrid’s. We
hope you will join us for the
Advent Procession of Lessons & Carols on Sunday,
Dec. 4 at 5 p.m. If you’ve
never attended this stunningly beautiful choral
tradition, you are in for a
surprise! The service begins
in candlelit darkness and
proceeds toward resplendent
light as the choir moves
about the congregation,
singing carols and hymns
of the Advent season. For
many in our midst, it was
their entry point to falling

in love with the St. Wilfrid’s
community. This service is
the perfect opportunity to
bring neighbors and friends
and allow them to be wowed
by the beauty of our musical
offerings, and of the dignified drama of our liturgy.
Of course there will be a
wonderful reception with
wine, cheese, and other
treats following the service.
All are welcome!
Our Song School choristers will will be participating in the 5 p.m. Family
Service on Christmas Eve!
This is the perfect service
for families or grandparents
with young children, and
for people who are already

“O come, O come Immanuel...
and ransom captive Israel”
Sunday, December 4
5:00 p.m.
Reception to Follow

An Advent Procession
of

Lessons & Carols

St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church

|

18631 Chapel Lane, Huntington Beach |

www.StWilfridsChurch.org

The St. Wilfrid’s Music Guild
invites you to

An Advent Procession
of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 5 p.m.
Reception to follow
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fast asleep by the stroke of
midnight. Our talented
musicians from The Table
will provide contemporary
Christmas music at the 7
p.m. service. This middle
service on Christmas Eve is
also specially designed for
the many members of the
recovery community who
call St. Wilfrid’s home. Unfermented wine will be consecrated at the Communion.
For the hardcore Christmas Eve faithful the Choir
of St. Wilfrid’s is hard at
work preparing for our
ever-popular concert of
carols with string orchestra
just before the Christ Mass
at 10:30 p.m. on Dec. 24!

This year we’ll be singing
English composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams’ stirring
“Fantasia on Christmas
Carols,” as well as many
heart-warming traditional
carols of the Christmas
season. Christmas Eve is
always such a special night
at St. Wilfrid’s, and we hope
you’ll join us!
Because the first Sunday
of January falls on New
Year’s Day on 2017, there
will be no service of Choral
Evensong that night. From
all of us in the Music Ministry at St. Wilfrid’s, we wish
you the happiest holidays, a
very Merry Christmas, and
a joyous New Year!

Vestry members
sought for 2017

T

he St. Wilfrid of York
Vestry is now accepting nominations for
the term beginning in February 2017.
As background, the vestry
is a committee of lay members elected to administer
the affairs of the parish, and
it has three primary responsibilities. The first two are
managerial: to take care of
parish finances and the parish
buildings. The third is to
choose individuals to fill various positions of leadership
and representation. Vestry
members serve leadership
roles on ten “commissions,”
which help us support our
important ministries: these
commissions include Finance

and Budget, Christian Formation, Policy and Personnel,
Worship and Special Services,
Fellowship, Outreach and
Evangelism, Buildings and
Properties, Pastoral Care,
Preschool, and Children,
Youth, and Families.
Many wonderful things
are happening at St. Wilfrid’s, and we need an active
vestry in order to continue
this positive momentum. If
you are interested in serving on the vestry or if you
would like to nominate someone, please contact Luke
Spak (lukespak@ yahoo.
com) or Michelle Eichinger
(mrseichinger@gmail.com).
The deadline for nominations
is December 15, 2016.

» THE REV. KAREN MAURER

BCIS continues to serve the needy in H.B.

N

ovember is a month where
gratitude is particularly highlighted. I find myself thankful
for so much this month! I am especially
grateful for the broadening base of support Beach Cities Interfaith Services is
receiving. In the past couple of months,
we have had significant donations.
The first, presented at our November
board meeting, came from the Hart
Family Foundation in Colorado. Elizabeth Hart was a lifelong Episcopalian
and a dear friend of both Patti Nunn
and Virginia Wilson (pictured with
Rev. Karen as the grant check was
presented). Mrs. Hart was very active
in Daughters of the King and had a
heart for the poor and needy. The
board for her foundation selected bcis
for a $20,500 grant to help increase the
number of times we can give groceries to the housed and to provide more
bus passes and gasoline cards to our
clients.
The first expenditure from the
trust will be a new refrigerator and

freezer, made possible by the County
of Orange Health Inspector removing
the restriction on fresh food. We are
excited by the opportunities this will
give us to provide more nutritious and
hearty food for our housed clients.
The second, and ongoing grant,
comes from Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, and Fullerton’s Million Meals
program. They will be donating
approximately $200 a month to
Second Harvest Food Bank in bcis’
name. This will enable us to buy more
food for our clients.
Third, on Yom Kippur, our friends
and partners at Congregation B’Nai
Tzedek in Fountain Valley once again
outdid themselves, donating and
delivering 3 tons of food and hygiene
items on Oct. 12. Pictured is CBT’s Jay
Howard, loading up the U-Haul truck
for delivery. Jay also had a Halloween
Party where guests brought things for
bcis… one ton’s worth of things!
Finally, we are grateful for the
upcoming Food and Hygiene drive

hosted by St. Wilfrid’s to re-stock bcis’
shelves. Without the faithful and longstanding support of this congregation,
bcis would not be able to minister to
the growing number of needy people
in our area. There will be cardboard
collection bins in the Narthex and
Parish Hall for your convenience. Here
is a list of things you can bring on our
Ingathering days, Nov. 20, 23 and 27.
You can also purchase gift cards for
fast food, groceries and gasoline from
our Scrip Program.
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KERNELS FROM KAREN

What BCIS Needs
Travel sizes work great, and they
also give out household sizes,
too:
Canned Meat/Fish
Peanut Butter
Cereal
Macaroni & Cheese
Pasta
Granola Bars
Pull-Top Fruit Cups
8 oz. Bottled Water
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Shampoo
Deodorant
Disposable Razors
Small Boxes of Raisins
Canned Fruit
Ramen Noodle Soup
Spaghetti Sauce
Cheese & Crackers
Tuna or Chicken To-Go Packs

GRANT GIVEN: Patti Nunn and Patricia A MITZVAH: Members of Congregation
Wilson, with the check from the Hart B’nai Tzedek bring their donations of food
Family Foundation to BCIS, with Rev. Karen. and supplies to BCIS on Yom Kippur.

‘Without the faithful and long-standing support of
this congregation, BCIS would not be able to minister
to the growing number of needy people in our area.’

Noodle Soup in Foam Cups
Individual Jerky or Slim Jims
Packages
Conditioner
Bar Soap
New White or Black Tube Socks
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CURATE’S CORNER » THE REV. GINA GORE

Every Sunday is family Sunday at the 8:30 service!

O

ur children and youth ministries are growing here at St.
Wilfrid’s! Although children
are welcome at all services, there are
several elements surrounding the 8:30
a.m. service that make it particularly
geared toward families.
First, we’re pleased to announce our
newest Children’s Minister, Analee
Dorff, to the role of Sunday School
teacher. At the 8:30 service, all children are invited around the priest
for the reading of the Gospel, and a
short interactive children’s sermon.
Analee then invites all children,
preschool to fifth grade, to join her
in a classroom for further exploration of the day’s teachings, allowing
adults some quieter time to focus on
the sermon. Children rejoin their
parents for communion, where they
are invited around the altar table for a
closer view. Overall, the music is more
contemporary in nature, and family
friendly. Often, the closing song will
be familiar to our preschool children
from their weekly chapel.
The older children, grades 6–12,
remain in the church, often serving as

acolytes, readers or youth choristers,
and are all welcome in our Youth
Group. The youth have their own
Council that guides their activities.
The Council meets at 9:30 a.m. to plan
everything from monthly fun outings,
to worship, charitable fundraising,
retreats, and community outreach. The

fund-raiser before and after the 8:30
a.m. service for families to interact,
and spend time with our wider community. Shown here are our dedicated
preschool teachers Debbie and Heather
cooking at November’s breakfast!
Please join us at 8:30 a.m., especially
if you have children ages 2–18. We also
have something for adults: You can
either join the Adult Forum discussion at 9:30 a.m. while your children
are playing with supervision at
Youth Council, audition for the 8:30
music group, or grab a cup of coffee
and head to the newly renovated
playground with other parents.
Wherever you choose, come discover others, like yourself, trying to
find a comfortable, spiritual home
for your family on Sundays where
you can leave less stressed, well fed
Youth Group reaps the reward of that and more relaxed!
planning at their meetings throughout
Sunday School at 8:30 a.m. and
the month, accompanied by our Chil- 10:30 a.m. services.
Youth Council at 9:30 a.m.
dren’s Minister, Analee, and led by
Adult Forum at 9:30 a.m. with chilour Youth Minister, Brittany Bouvier,
dren’s supervision
and myself.
The third Sunday of each month
Youth Group—Sunday times vary.
is celebrated with a hot breakfast Please check bulletin insert.

LEGACY CIRCLE NOTES

Year-end giving: Some considerations

A
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re you age 70 1/2 or older? Are
you considering a special gift to
support St. Wilfrid’s in 2016?
As you do your year-end gifting for
this year or plan for next year, you may
wish to consider a tax-advantaged way
to make your gift. The tax code recognizes the value of nonprofit organizations and institutions in our society
and provides incentives to encourage
such giving. This year as part of the
2016 budget bill, Congress has passed
legislation allowing taxpayers the
option of contributing from their ira
plans directly to charity under certain
qualifications and limitations. The gift
must be made as a direct withdrawal
from your ira and deposited directly
into the account of the recipient charity. Simply stated, this option allows
taxpayers who are age 70½ or older

to donate up to $100,000 from their
qualified retirement accounts directly
to a qualified nonprofit without being
obliged to pay the income tax that is
typically required on the distribution.
This offers a viable tax advantaged
strategy for those who must withdraw
their Required Minimum Distribution
(rmd) annually. If you are contemplating a year end gift to St. Wilfrid’s,
consider this method of giving which
will benefit the church greatly and
transfer assets to the church that would
normally go to the federal government.
The church office can provide support
to you on how to make this type of gift.
No matter what age: do you have
a highly appreciated asset that you
wish to divest from your portfolio and
wish you could do so without adding
additional taxable income to your 2016

tax liability? Are you also considering
a year-end gift to St. Wilfrid’s? You
may wish to consider donating an
appreciated asset to the church. When
you do so, you may be able to take
the full market value of the asset as
a charitable deduction on your taxes.
Donating the asset to the church allows
it to be sold by the church without
having to pay any capital-gains tax on
the transaction—a win-win situation
for you and for St. Wilfrid’s.
This information is provided for
your consideration and is not meant to
provide any specific financial recommendation. If you have any questions
about this manner of giving, you may
contact the church office. Consultation
with your trusted financial advisor is
always recommended when making
important financial decisions.
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St. Wilfrid’s Calendar
NOVEMBER
27th:

30th

The First Sunday of Advent.
Advent Wreath Making: 8:00, 9:30, and
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Preschool Commission Meeting:
5:30 p.m., Office

DECEMBER
2–3rd: Diocesan Convention: Ontario Convention
Center, Ontario
3rd–17th: SHIP returns, Youth Center
4th:
Music Guild: Advent Lessons & Carols:
5 p.m., Church
9th:
Sugar Plum Evening: 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall
10th: Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
11th: Parish Nurses: 8–10:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Heritage Service of Remembrance:
3 p.m., Church
13th: BCIS Board Meeting: 6 p.m., Room 9
16th: Preschool Christmas Program: 6:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m., Church
17th: Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
18th: Family Sunday: Pancake Breakfast:
Sacquety Hall
24th: Christmas Eve
Perfectly Painless Christmas Pageant
with Holy Eucharist:
5 p.m., Church
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols:
7 p.m., Church
Music Guild: Christmas Carols:
10:30 p.m., Church
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Mass:
11 p.m., Church
25th
Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols:
10 a.m., Church
26th
Christmas Holiday. Church office closed.
27th
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Youth Center

JANUARY
1st
2nd
7th
8th

New Year’s Day: Regular service times:
7, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m.
New Year’s Holiday. Church office closed.
Lois Roberts’ Funeral: 11 a.m.,
Church
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Parish Nurses: 8–10:30 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
10th: BCIS Board Meeting: 6 p.m., Room 9
14th:   Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
15th: The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ:
Baptisms
16th: Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday: Church
office closed
21st: Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
22nd: Healing Service: 5 p.m., Church
24th
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Youth Center
28th
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
29th: Annual Parish Meeting: 6 p.m., Church

FEBRUARY
4th:
Choral Evensong: 5 p.m., Church
10th–11th  Vestry Retreat: Sacquety Hall
11th: Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
12th: Parish Nurses: 8–10:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
14th: BCIS Board Meeting: 6 p.m., Room 9
15th: 2017 Church Calendar Meeting:
6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
18th: Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:
11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
19th: Lenten edition of the Clarion available
20th: Presidents’ Day Holiday:
Church office closed
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Visions of sugarplums
on Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.
Bring out your inner artist as
you decorate Christmas cookies!

Preschool Christmas
Program: Dec. 16th

T

J

oin us for this wonderful St. Wilfrid’s
Preschool “Sugar-Plum” tradition, as
families fellowship together by decorating Christmas cookies to share with friends
and family—along with having dinner,
—on Friday, Dec.
9 from 6–8:30
p.m. There is a
goodwill offering for dinner, so
no need to bring
anything else but
yourself and your
holiday cheer!

his annual pageant will be
on Friday, Dec. 16th at both
6:30 and 7:30 p.m., and is
a must-see event! Come watch as
our preschool children put on their
annual Christmas show.

St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno
Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org
Associates
The Rev. Karen Maurer
karen@stwilfridschurch.org
The Rev. Gina Gore
gina@stwilfridschurch.org
Parish Aministrator
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Christmas pageant set
for early Christmas Eve service

C
8

h i ld ren of
all ages are
i nv it e d to
take part in
the Christmas Pageant, which will take
place at the 5 p.m.
service on Christmas
Eve on Saturday, Dec.
2 4. We need boys
and girls to serve as
a ngels , shepherds ,
animals, kings, and
the Magi—all will

help to tell the Christmas story as we welcome Jesus Christ,
born in the manger,
on Christmas Eve.
Please pick up your
costumes on Sunday,
Dec. 18 from 8 a.m.
to 12 noon. If you
miss out on this pickup time, please still
join us and choose a
costume on Christmas Eve.

Schedule
. Dec. 18, 8 a.m.–12
noon: Pick-up
costumes from
Room 10 . Dec.
24, beginning at
4 p.m.: Pick up
costumes in the
chapel . Afterwards
Return costumes to
Sacquety Hall

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org
Preschool
Deborah Pratt, Director • CCL# 300600919
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org
Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org
Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen Karr
Song School Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen Salts
Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Campana
Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stewart Lumb
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patti Nunn
Buildings & Grounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim O’Connell
Sexton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Wilkerson
18631 Chapel Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
Phone: (714) 962-7512
Fax: (714) 962-4538
Preschool : (714) 968-3100
Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441
Office hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., M–F

