
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Wilfrid’s is a Christian community seeking to know and unconditionally share God’s unfailing love. 

St. Wilfrid of York 

Annual Parish Meeting  

January 23, 2022 

11:00 am. 
• Opening Prayer 

 

• Nominations and Elections 

 

Vestry (4 open positions) 

• Dave Dorff 

• Debbie Hali 

• Stewart Lumb 

• Jay Smith  

 

Delegates to Convention (2 open positions)  

• Jeff Campana 

• Laura Groth 

• Karin Easter Gurwell 

• Gretchen Hughes 

• Patti Nunn 

 

• A.J. Wilson and Connie Hornyak, Wardens  

 

• Jeff Eichinger, Treasurer 

2021 Finance Report and 2022 Budget 

 

• Vestry Commission Reports 

 

• The Rev. Nathan A. Biornstad, Rector 

 

• Closing Prayer  

 



 

 

Senior Warden’s Report - Slide Presentation  
 

Junior Warden’s Report 
 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve on our Vestry for the past three years.  Our congregation 

has traveled together through some very difficult times, and we have emerged with a new sense of 

hope and promise. 

 

Our preschool is thriving, the youth program is growing, and we have an excellent staff who takes care 

of church operations. We are blessed with three very dedicated priests, and our congregation consists 

of really good-hearted people who genuinely like each other! 

 

A good portion of our work during the past three years had to do with preparing to call a new rector.  

We participated in History Day, worked with the Profile and Search Committees, and spent three 

weekends interviewing rector candidates. So many people worked on our ultimate goal of calling our 

rector, and with God’s help we were able to find the perfect person in Fr. Nathan.   

 

I am looking forward to seeing how many ways our congregation can continue to serve God and our 

community. 

 

With Warm Regards, 

Connie Hornyak 

Junior Warden 

 

Finance and Budget 
Overall, 2021 was a good year financially for St. Wilfrid’s.  We have plenty of reasons to be grateful 

and feel financially secure.  However, it is clear that in the coming years, the church will need to 

increase our income to maintain our current level of operations.  One reason to be grateful is that our 

financial equity has more than doubled over the past three years and now exceeds $1.2 million.  This 

growth has come primarily from bequests we have received over the past few years and our ability to 

steward these funds.  We have also received Cares Act PPP funds in 2020 and 2021 totaling $456,075 

which has enabled us to maintain our level of operations despite decreasing pledge funds. 

 

You may recall that we began 2021 budgeting for a church deficit of $42,226.  In addition to that 

deficit, the budget included the use of $58,349 in bequest funds for operations.  Had that been the 

outcome, our equity would have decreased by $100,575.  I’m happy to report that responsible 

management of our resources by the church staff and Vestry enabled us to end the year with a profit of 

$1,750.  In addition, shrewd actions taken by our office staff and financial advisor enabled us to 

receive PPP funds totaling $158,597.  With that funding it was not necessary to use bequest funds for 

operational expenses and our equity did not decrease in 2021.  The result is that the church ended the 

year with a profit of $101,997 which we will save to offset a likely deficit in 2022. 

 

Our budgeted funding gap for 2022 is $162,136.  We have chosen not to make the severe cuts which 

would be necessary to offer a balanced budget.  Our hope is that our Church will grow and that new 

and increased pledge income will fill this funding gap.  We’ve weathered COVID, we have an 

amazingly personable and pastoral new Rector, and our services are unrivaled.  So optimism is high, 

but the financial results of 2022 will be critical to determining whether noticeable cuts are needed in 

2023. 

 



 

As our 2022 budget lays out, church expenses including personnel, operations, outreach, and program 

costs are expected to total $844,012.  Income from pledging is estimated to total $430,000 which is 

similar to the amount of pledge funds received in 2021.  Hopes are high, of course that this number 

will grow, however we have currently received 85 pledges for a total of $362,849.  Other income from 

open plate offerings and rental/facility use is estimated to be $120K and the school will provide $132K 

to offset shared costs.  This leaves $162K of expenses to be offset by the $102K profit from 2021.  

The remaining $60K will need to be paid from bequest funds unless income exceeds our current 

predictions. 

 

You may also be wondering about our school.  If so, you’ll be happy to know the kids have returned 

and the school is now operating near pre-pandemic levels.  The school had a profit of $143,857 in 

2021 and investment accounts have been opened for the school to save for future needs.  The school 

has proposed a balanced budget with $1,207,373 in both income and expenses.  Throughout 2021 the 

school leadership has actively managed staffing and costs to meet the uncertain enrollment 

environment brought about by COVID.  The 2021 profit is a result of this attention to the needs of the 

students as well as the bottom line.  Enrollment remains somewhat uncertain due to unpredictable 

COVID restrictions, but as they have done in 2021, our school leaders will continue to actively 

manage income and expenses to maintain a balanced budget.   

 

Jeff Eichinger 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Vestry Candidates 
 

Dave Dorff: 

My wife, Pam and I have been members at St. Wilfrid’s since 1995.  Our adult daughter, Analee, was 

baptized in the sanctuary, attended St. Wilfrid’s Preschool and was part of the youth group.  Later, she 

taught Sunday school and worked at the Preschool too.  So, St. Wilfrid's has been an important part of 

our lives for many years.   I'm part of a men's small group here too. 

 

Some of you have known me as Analee’s dad; others as Pam’s husband.  Probably though, most of 

you would know me as Dave the Usher as I usually serve at the 8:30 service. 

 

My professional background is in financial technology and I serve on the St. Wilfrid's Finance 

Committee.  I had the privilege to serve on the Vestry some years ago and would be honored to do so 

again. 

 

I’ve learned so much about the importance of being a welcoming church and know first-hand how the 

reception a newcomer receives can be life changing.  I grew up in the New York City area and didn’t 

attend church until I was invited to an Episcopal church by a friend’s family when I was twelve.  I 

became an Acolyte and was confirmed at fourteen. 

 

I look forward to representing our congregation as a Vestry member as we live the mission of St. 

Wilfrid's church together! 

Debbie Hali: 

I grew up in upstate NY, spent summers at Keuka Lake, and graduated from Clarkson University with 

a B.S in Engineering & Management. After college, I moved to CA and have been living in 

Huntington Beach since the mid 80s. Professionally, I’ve worked in configuration management, first 

for 12 years in the defense industry, then as a manager at Panasonic Avionics for the last 24. My 

interests include travel, art, history, and golf. 

Though I was raised as a Presbyterian, St. Wilfrid’s has been my church home since 2005. I loved the 

liturgy, friendly atmosphere and the opportunities for spiritual growth such as EFM and small groups. 

Currently, I serve on the Altar Guild and was formerly part of the Greeter and Lay Eucharistic Visitor 

ministries. I previously served on the vestry and am honored to be considered for another term. 

 

Stewart Lumb: 

I was born and raised in the Episcopal Church. Patti and I met at St. Paul’s in Tustin, were married 

there, and both Dave and Sarah were baptized there. We have attended St.Wilfrid’s since moving to 

Huntington Beach in 1994. 

 

Since coming to St. Wilfrid’s I have taught Sunday school, sang in the choir, and served on the vestry. 

My first vestry term was from 2007 through 2010. I was Junior Warden in 2009 and Senior Warden in 

2010. I also served on the vestry from 2016 through 2018 and was Junior Warden in 2016. I was a 

Diocesan Convention delegate in 2010, 2011, and 2013. 

 

I am presently the chair of the Stewardship committee. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jay Smith: 

I joined St. Wilfrid’s in 2019 after being a member of St. Andrews since 1973.  I have lived in 

Huntington Beach since 1988.  I worked in Retail and after retirement around 14 years ago I became a 

Hoag Hospital Volunteer greeter.  I became a board member of the Hospital Auxiliary and currently 

serve as President.  St. Wilfrid’s has been warm and welcoming and I look forward to working with 

the Rector and other community members to provide both continuity and new ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Candidates - Delegates to Diocesan Convention  
 

Jeff Campana: 

My wife Debbi and I became members of St. Wilfrid’s in early 1998, after taking the newcomer’s 

class with Father Charles. I was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and lived in six other states between 1982 

and 1997. The Episcopal Church was an important part of my life at each one of these stops. 

 

Debbi and I have been married for 39 years, and we live in Huntington Beach. Our two adult sons, 

Brian and Kyle, were members of the youth group at St. Wilfrid’s as teenagers. Both are married, and 

we were recently blessed with the birth of our first grandchild, Collins. I am retired after a career in 

automotive marketing and market research, but I work part-time for Visit Huntington Beach. In 

addition to St. Wilfrid’s, my other volunteer activities are Boy Scouts and Lions Club. I have been a 

Boy Scout leader for nearly 30 years, and currently serve as Eagle Chairman for Pacifica District in 

Orange County Council. I have been a member of the Huntington Beach Host Lions Club since 2016 

and am currently the club president. 

 

I served on the vestry from 2013-2017 and was Senior Warden for the last two years. I also served as a 

delegate to the 2017 diocesan convention. I am currently active as an usher and lector, and Debbi is a 

vestry member. We feel that St. Wilfrid’s is a special, welcoming place, and I would be honored to 

serve as a delegate to the 2022 diocesan convention. 

 

Laura Groth: 

My husband and I joined St. Wilfrid’s after we moved here in 2013.  Since then, our daughter was 

married in the church and both of our grandchildren have been baptized at St. Wilfrid’s.  Bruce and I 

attend the 8:30 service with Alicia, Juliana, and Logan, and I sing alto in the choir at the 10:30 

service.  I also have volunteered with VBS and a few other programs at St. Wilfrid's.  Now in semi-

retirement, I have joined the Altar Guild and Flower Guild. 

 

Bruce and I have lived in CA, MA, and MS over the years and both of us have always treasured our 

Church family in each of those communities.  While members of Church of the Redeemer in 

Brookhaven, MS I had the privilege of serving as a Delegate to several Annual Conventions.  It was an 

amazing honor and great insight to how our Episcopal Church is carrying out God’s mission in our 

communities, states, nation, and the world.  I would love to serve in that capacity again here at St. 

Wilfrid’s.  It would be a great honor.  Thank you for considering me. 

          

Karin Easter Gurwell: 

Karin hopes to again serve as delegate to the annual Diocesan Convention. She brings a strong church 

background and a vision for progress. Our Diocese will need to make decisions including fund-raising, 

social services allocations, and maintaining our institution. 

 

Karin is the current substitute delegate from Deanery 10 to the Diocesan Council and is familiar with 

quite a few Diocesan programs and issues. 

 

As a daughter of ordained ministers, an involved member of St. Wilfrid’s for decades, an EfM 

graduate and mentor for ten years, and a diligent choir singer, she knows church tradition and 

structure. 

 

As a professional with her own office, she brings financial management, organization, peacemaking 

skills and conflict management to the job of delegate. 

 

Karin is married to Noll Gurwell, has two adult sons and five grandchildren. 



 

 

Gretchen Hughes: 

I first came to St. Wilfrid’s church with my husband Chuck on the first Sunday in Advent in 2003.  It 

was one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. Since then, I have sung in the choir, worked in the 

office, taught at the preschool, and Sunday school (middle school), volunteered with Laundry Love, 

Word of God Sunday School for Children, Vacation Bible School, Lay Eucharist Minister/Lay 

Eucharistic Visitor, Chaplain for Daughters of the King 

 

I Led the Grief and Transition Group and worked with the Youth Group on trips and events.  I am 

currently in my third year of seminary and have made many friends and connections throughout the 

Diocese of Los Angeles.  I have a great love for St. Wilfrid’s and it’s beautiful, loving members.  I 

want what’s best for the church and the diocese and feel that I would represent the church well, while 

looking out for its best interests. 

 

Patti Nunn:  

I have been a member of St Wilfrid’s church for over 20 years, joining shortly after moving to 

Huntington Beach following the death of my husband. Over the years I have served the church in a 

variety of ways as President of the Daughters of the King, a member of the Finance Committee and 

Vestry and as Senior Warden. I also am one of the members facilitating the Grief Group. Most 

recently I had the honor of working with the committee that wrote the Church Profile. In doing that I 

realized that I wanted to once more become involved with the Church and its role in the Diocese. I 

would be honored to represent St Wilfrid’s church at the convention.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Vestry Commission Reports 
 

Hospitality and Community Engagement 

A hallmark of our faith tradition, hospitality is how we make people feel welcome at St. Wilfrid’s. 

During 2021 the Hospitality Committee supported by the Vestry and volunteers:  Lois Borutzki, Kirsty 

MacIntosh, and our faithful greeters, etc. were able to plan, assist at and execute several events to 

support our St. Wilfrid’s community.  Aside from refreshments at our annual meeting, we held 

COVID-safe mini picnics in our neighboring park during the summer, receptions large and small 

including for Fr. Charles Sacquety’s funeral and a welcome breakfast for our new rector, Rev. Nathan. 

 

In June and July, we held receptions and dinners for each of our final rector candidates.  We welcomed 

congregants back under COVID-safe requirements with donuts after Sunday services with dollar 

donations which go to support the church’s fellowship fund. 

 

In 2022, restrictions permitting, we hope to continue our post-Sunday services hospitality as well as 

sponsor more social events including our annual parish picnic in the park, our pledge drive chili 

cookoff, as well as several other traditional offerings.  We are open to new suggestions, and some joint 

events with the Preschool to increase that bond with younger families.   

 

With setup, cleanup and the variety of activities we can offer and support, there is a need to deepen our 

volunteer bench. Event and ongoing help are always welcome.   

 

Thank you for your support! 

Suzanna Byrne, Marcia Cray, Steven Nadolny and Kirt Smoot 

 

Outreach Commission    

Outreach is part of evangelization and our call as Christians. Trusting God, we share what we have with 

our neighbors even in a time of deficit budgets.  We did that with continued support for Laundry Love 

and Beach Cities Interfaith Services (BCIS) which help the homeless and less fortunate with financial 

contributions and volunteers. We continued our semiannual support of SHIP (Self-Help Interfaith 

Program). SHIP helps the homeless transition back into society with jobs, mentoring and a home, 

providing dinners, cleaning supplies, personal and household items. We also helped provide Christmas 

gifts.   

 

As part of our local efforts, we became more active with Serve City, a consortium of local Christian 

churches working to positively impact our local communities. Serve City helped to support local school 

projects including Oak View schools and library and Edison’s HB Resolution Run to benefit pediatric 

brain cancer. In 2022, we are continuing our SHIP support, Jan. 22-Feb. 4th and our previous 

commitments. Pandemic permitting, we plan to reinvigorate our Christmas Market/Boutique to help St. 

Wilfrid’s support charities including a Giving Tree for BCIS and Oak View schools, Laundry Love, our 

Music Ministry, clergy discretionary funds, SHIP, Heifer International, Pathways of Hope, Operation 

Homefront and AMOS, etc. We also plan to support this year’s Youth Group Mission Trip to 

Navajoland. 

 

Larry Garcia and Steven Nadolny 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Our building and grounds volunteers have been very busy again this year. They are here every 

weekday, saving the church tens of thousands of dollars each year. Some of the projects they 

completed were: worked as project manager for the Capital Campaign Projects; repaired irrigation; 

trimmed trees and bushes; weed; repaired PS toys and furniture; repairs to PS classrooms as necessary; 



 

serviced Baptismal font; serviced coffee maker for hall; replaced light bulbs as necessary; cleaned 

parking lot; cleaned debris left in parking lot from our neighbors in the apartments; various plumbing 

repairs; facilitated the replacement of the water heater; provided burial holes and install monuments in 

Memorial Garden; arranged church/altar and chapel areas to meet the requirements of various users; 

Facilitated hall arrangements as necessary; worked on the logistics and equipment for live streaming 

of the services; repaired kneelers and chairs; installed a washer and dryer in youth building; facilitated 

the recertification of fire extinguishers and range hood. 

 

Stewardship 

Stewardship is the responsible use of our time, talents and treasure – gifts that God has graciously 

given to each of us. St. Wilfrid’s is a self-sustaining church. Even meeting remotely, most church 

members fulfilled their pledges! PPP funds, Preschool money and some bequest funds allowed St. 

Wilfrid’s to continue operations without sacrificing staff and allowed us to fulfill our commitments 

with online worship services and pastoral support. 

 

The Stewardship Committee shepherded us through our Every Perfect Gift campaign for 2022. 

Through moves, deaths and a period of disillusionment, the number of pledges has fluctuated 

chiefly downward from a high of 185 in 2014. Our goal was 110 pledges and $440k for 2022. The 

Committee personally contacted 2021 pledgers who did not renew. Currently, we have 94 pledges 

including 14 new pledges for a total of $364K.  

 

In 2022, the Committee will choose a new theme, encourage stewardship, Legacy Circle 

participation and provide pledge updates which affect our daily operations. We’re facing expensive 

organ repairs. -- New members are welcome. Our church only functions because many dedicated 

volunteers share their gifts. Consider helping!  If we’re going to not only survive, but flourish as 

the pandemic hopefully recedes, we must remember we are a family.  We all need to share our 

blessings. Thank You for your support! 

 

Steven Nadolny, Vestry liaison/Stewardship Committee Member 

 

Preschool  

What a ride it has been! In 2021, our school thrived after the pandemic setbacks of 2020. For the third 

consecutive year, the school was awarded “Best of Huntington Beach Business Hall of Fame: Best 

Preschool in HB”. Currently enrollment is about 110, with the after-school programs (Japanese and 

D’s Homework) ramping back up after being paused since August 2021. The school recovered from 

the financial difficulties of 2020, including repayment of the church loans and establishing a long-

awaited investment account to fund future needs including disaster contingency and capital 

improvements. The success of the school is in a large part due toto the leadership and innovations of 

Debbie Pratt and her staff’s dedication. During this most trying year, they utilized creative ways to 

fundraise and improve parent services, worked as a team, and constrained expenses to remain 

profitable. The most visual change is the playground. In August, the school’s longtime fundraising 

resulted in the installation of artificial turf on the playground and grass area behind the Youth building. 

This greatly enhanced the campus appearance and functionality as well as the children’s enjoyment of 

outside time. The school’s success would not be possible without the support and prayers of our new 

rector, parishioners, school staff and parents, Vestry, and Preschool Commission. If you want to learn 

more, contact Debbie Pratt or me. Thanks again to everyone for your prayers and support! 

Respectfully submitted: Debbi Campana, SWEP Commission Chair 

 

 

 

 



 

Children, Youth, and Families  

 

Children: We were happy to restart our in person Godly Play Sunday School Program on Sept. 

19, 2021. Godly Play meets during the 8:30 service and is open to children age 4 to 5th 

grade. We have 3 trained storyteller teachers and 3 additional doorkeepers who assist 

during class time. Godly Play includes a Bible story and time for wonder through work 

with story materials and story appropriate crafts. Attendance continues to improve in 

numbers as families return to in person church. We are prepared to reopen our nursery 

care for our very young children when the need arises. 

 

Our Painless Pageant was held on Christmas Eve at the 4:00 service. Families were 

delighted to see their children participate as angels, shepherds, wise persons, and 

manger animals. 

 

Youth: St. Wilfrid’s Amazing Youth (SWAY) has a tentative Navajo trip planned for June 2022. 

SWAY had a food booth at this year’s Trunk or Treat event and raised approximately 

$150 to be used for Youth events. SWAY also participated in the Painless Pageant with 

the roles of Storyteller, Mary, Joseph, and the Archangel Gabriel. We have youth trained 

as acolytes and appreciate their involvement in church services. SWAY is looking 

forward to more activities and events in 2022 under the leadership of Rev. Steve. 

 

Families: Rad Dads Group met in December at Four Sons Brewing for the first time since the 

pandemic closure. They hope to have more events in the new year to bring dads 

together for social time. Mom’s Club is also planning events for the new year to bring 

social time for our moms. Keep an eye out for upcoming events. 

 

This year’s Advent Wreath Making event was held on a Saturday as a family get 

together that included breakfast. There was also the choice to have materials bagged 

up for at home wreath making. In total we had about 20 wreaths made. We hope our 

families enjoyed lighting their wreath candles during the Advent season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Rector’s Report – Slide Presentation 

 

Closing Prayer 
Disturb us, Lord, when 

We are too pleased with ourselves, 

When our dreams have come true 

Because we dreamed too little, 

When we arrived safely 

Because we sailed too close to the shore. 

 

Disturb us, Lord, when 

With the abundance of things we possess 

We have lost our thirst 

For the waters of life; 

Having fallen in love with life, 

We have ceased to dream of eternity 

And in our efforts to build a new earth, 

We have allowed our vision 

Of the new Heaven to dim. 

 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 

To venture on wilder seas 

Where storms will show Your mastery; 

Where losing sight of land, 

We shall find the stars. 

 

We ask you to push back 

The horizons of our hopes; 

And to push back the future 

In strength, courage, hope, and love. 

 

This we ask in the name of our Captain, 

Who is Jesus Christ. 

 

Sir Francis Drake – 1577 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18631 CHAPEL LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646, 714.962.7512  

WWW.STWILFRIDSCHURCH.ORG 

FACEBOOK – St. Wilfrid’s Episcopal Church 

http://www.stwilfridschurch.org/

