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St. Wilfrid’s is a Christian community seeking to know and unconditionally share God’s unfailing love. 

First Sunday in Lent 
21 FEBRUARY 2021 

9:00 AM  

Voluntary      Hark! A voice saieth all are mortal (BWV 643)       Johann Sebastian Bach 
  
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Officiant: Even now, declares the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 

and mourning.  
People:  Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God. 
 
Officiant: For God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. 
People: Come let us worship the Lord. 
 
Officiant: Whenever and wherever we stray, 
People: Call us back to the rock of your Love. 
 
Opening Hymn    Lenten Gifts 

Lenten gifts invite us, 
Searching deep within, 
Claiming our desires,  
Naming all our sins. 
Lenten gifts are offered, 
Lightening our way, 
Praying, giving, fasting, 
Centering our day. 
 
Prayer, our gospel model, 
Rooting all of life. 
God’s gift of oasis, 
Mid our desert strife. 

Fasting, our next calling 
On this barren plain. 
Lasting food, our worship, 
Emptying, our gain. 
 
Giving and surrender, 
This last gift God sends; 
Soul food for the journey, 
Sacrifice, our friend. 
These three gifts now offered 
Let us now make room. 
Walking with our Saviour, 
To the empty Tomb. 
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Opening Acclamation    
Officiant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People: God’s mercy endures forever. 
 
Officiant: God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be 

saved through him. 
People: God’s mercy endures forever.  
 
Officiant: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in time of trouble. 
People: God’s mercy endures forever.  
 
Officiant: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, though the mountains be tumbled 

into the depths of the sea;  
People: God’s mercy endures forever. 
 
Officiant: Though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
People: God’s mercy endures forever. 
 
Officiant: Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world. 
People: Have mercy upon us. 
 
Officiant: Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world. 
People: Have mercy upon us. 
 
Officiant: Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world. 
People: Grant us your peace. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray.  

lmighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly 
to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each 
of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The People sit. 

First Reading  Genesis 9:8-17  (NRSV) 

A reading from the book of Genesis.  

od said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 

the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
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the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and 
all flesh that is on the earth.” 
The Lector says          The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond      Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  25:1-9 

Reader:  Let us read together Psalm 25:1-9: 
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 
Second Reading   1 Peter 3:18-22 (NRSV) 

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

hrist also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 

waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
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The Lector says          The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond      Thanks be to God. 

Gospel     Mark 1:9-15 (NRSV) 

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

n those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
The Gospeler says      The Gospel of the Lord.         
The People respond      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                The Reverend Steven P. Swartzell 
                Associate Minister 

                               
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
All stand and say together.   
 
The Nicene Creed      
Leader: Let us join in affirming our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all  
  that is, seen and unseen. 
 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.  
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Intercessory Prayers 
The People may stand.  We begin by inviting people to add their own prayers either in the chat or aloud. 
In this holy season of Lent let us turn to God in prayer, saying:  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all the holy people of God, that we may be led by the Spirit to hunger for the word of life, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the peoples and nations of the world, and for those in authority, for our president, for congress, our 
courts and local government, that power and glory may not turn us from the way of justice and peace, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who are afflicted and oppressed, that God will open our ears to their cry, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For this community, that we may believe in our hearts and confess with our lips the word that is near, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For our own needs and those of others…, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the departed…, that your will for them may be fulfilled, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Strong and faithful God, hear us as we cry to you. Stretch out your hand to save us, that we may praise 
you for your mercy. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People         

In Our Prayers:  Beatrice Arce,  The Bailey Family, Sue Beebe, Richard Bran, Brain and Houston, 
Monica Bills, May Breault, Matthew Brown, Suzanna Byrne, John Carne-Jenkin, Tom Cattanzaro, Hal 
& Phyllis Carter, Bonnie Christie, Bob DeJong, The Dorff Family, Molly (Sinclair) Dunn, Leith George, 
Sue Green, Joe Halbert, Christa Haskins, Casey Higgins, Ed & Diana Hill, Chris Hornyak, Gil 
Johnson, Noel Johnson, Louise Lambden, Ginger Leachman, Margie Lindsey, Gloria MacLeod, Esther 
Manguramas and family, Connie McGarry, The McMurray Family, Betty McNulty, Wendy Miller, Linda 
Missouri, Jeanette Moon, Jeff Myer, Gillian Mize, Carla Nagel, Haley New, James Nunn, Patti Nunn, 
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Ann Ortt, Barbara Pape, The Pratt Family, Bill Prescott, Susan Reilly, Dal Rhoads, Jim Schweitzer, 
Dane Stinson, Barbara Sutton, Karen Thornton, Zaida Tolton, Jim Wiley. 
 
The Confession 
 
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
People: God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.  We confess that we  
  have strayed from your truth, and from your holy will.  We have failed in love,  
  forgotten to be just, and have turned away from your wisdom.  Forgive us our sins  
  and restore us to your ways, for the sake of your Son, our only Savior, Jesus Christ  
  the Lord.  Amen. 
 
Officiant: Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you, and set you free.   
  Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace. 
People: Amen. 
 
Officiant:          Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
      thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
 

 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
      as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
      for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Offertory Anthem  Teach me, O Lord 
 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes;  
and I shall keep it unto the end.  
Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law;  
yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart.  
Make me to go in the path of thy commandments;  
for therein is my desire.  
Incline my heart unto thy testimonies,  
and not to covetousness.  
O turn away mine eyes lest they behold vanity;  
and quicken me in thy way.  
O stablish thy word in thy servant,  
that I may fear thee. Amen. 
 
Text: Psalm 119: 33-39;  
Music: Philip W. J. Stopford 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Closing Prayer 
 
Officiant: Let us pray together. 
People: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
 
Officiant: The peace of God, that passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and may the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and 
remain with you forever.   

People: Amen. 
 
Closing Song    How great is our God     Chris Tomlin 
 
The splendor of a King 
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
 
He wraps himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
It trembles at his voice 
Trembles at his voice 
 
How great is our God 
Sing with me, how great is our God 
And all will see, how great 
How great is our God 
 
And age to age, he stands 
And time is in his hands 
Beginning and the end 
Beginning and the end 
 
The Godhead, three in one 
Father, Spirit, Son 
Lion and the Lamb 
Lion and the Lamb 
 
How great is our God 
Sing with me, how great is our God 
And all will see, how great 
How great is our God 
 

Name above all names 
Worthy of our praise 
My heart will sing, how great is our God 
 
Name above all names 
You are worthy of our praise 
And my heart will sing, how great is our God 
 
How great is our God 
Sing with me, how great is our God 
And all will see, how great 
How great is our God 
 
How great is our God 
Sing with me, how great is our God 
And all will see, how great 
How great is our God 
 
How great is our God 
Sing with me, how great is our God 
And all will see, how great 
How great is our God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Peace 

Officiant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Presider:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Announcements 
 
Social Time 
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 KIRSTY MACKINTOSH & STEVEN NADOLNY, LECTORS 
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