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18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked 
people who suppress the truth by their wickedness. 19 They know the 
truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. 20 For ever 
since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. 
Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse 
for not knowing God. (Romans 1:18-20, NLT) 
 
 

The radical truth of the existence of God isn’t just 

preached to us on Sunday; it’s preached every day 

through the beauty of the sunset, the power of the storm, 

the inexhaustible wings of the hummingbird, the hugeness 

of the mountain, the whisper of the breeze, the smell of the 

sizzling steak, the beauty of the petal of a rose, and so on. 

The power and clarity of creation’s message leaves no 

human being with an excuse. You have to work to deny 

God’s existence because it is so readily visible everywhere 

you look. God did this because He is a God of grace. He 

did this so that we would run to Him and not from Him. He 

did this so that we would recognize our position as His 

creatures and bow to His glory. He did this so that we 

would live in recognition of Him.  
(Paul David Tripp, New Morning Mercies, May 12.) 

 
 

 

21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or 
even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what 
God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 
22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead 
of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made 
to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. (Romans 
1:21-23, NLT) 

 

 
 



 

This section does not teach evolution (that man started low 

and climbed high), but devolution: he started high and, 

because of sin, sank lower than the beasts. Human history 

began with man knowing God. Human history is not the 

story of a beast that worshiped idols, and then evolved into 

a man worshiping one God. Human history is just the 

opposite: man began knowing God, but turned from the 

truth and rejected God. Mankind did not allow this truth to 

work in their lives. They suppressed it in order that they 

might live their own lives and not be convicted by God’s 

truth. The result, of course, was refusing the truth (Rom. 

1:21–22), and then turning the truth into a lie (Rom. 1:25). 

Finally, man so abandoned the truth that he became like a 

beast in his thinking and in his living.  
(Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary.) 

 
 
24 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their 

hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each 
other’s bodies. 25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they 
worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator 
himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen. 26 That is why God 
abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned 
against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with 
each other. 27 And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations 
with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful things 
with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within 
themselves the penalty they deserved. (Romans 1: 24-27, NLT) 
 

The “lie” is the same lie that Satan used in the Garden 

of Eden to lead Eve into sin…..you will be like God.  
 
The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God 
had made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must 
not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?”  

2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the 
woman replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the 
garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or 
even touch it; if you do, you will die.’ ”  

4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows 
that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like 
God, knowing both good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1-5, NLT) 

 

 



Here is what Jesus says about Satan: 
 
He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his 
character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44, NLT)  

 

Homosexuality was rampant and culturally acceptable 

in the Roman Empire when Paul wrote this letter to the 

church in Rome – just like it has become in our day in 

our own nation. Regardless of the accepted culture of 

the day, the Bible is clear in its teaching that 

homosexuality is a sin.  

 
20 So the LORD told Abraham, “I have heard a great outcry from Sodom 
and Gomorrah, because their sin is so flagrant. 21 I am going down to 
see if their actions are as wicked as I have heard. (Genesis 18:20-21, 
NLT) 
 
7 And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, 
which were filled with immorality and every kind of sexual perversion. 
Those cities were destroyed by fire and serve as a warning of the 
eternal fire of God’s judgment. (Jude 7, NLT) 
 
Do not practice homosexuality, having sex with another man as with a 
woman. It is a detestable sin. (Leviticus 18:22, NLT) 
 
9 Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom 
of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who 
worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice 
homosexuality, 10 or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are 
abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of 
God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, NLT) 

 
Paul highlighted a very prevalent sin of his day, but the 

focus of Romans 1 is not solely on the sin of 

homosexuality – but on ALL SIN.   

 

The lie of Satan is that we have full control over our 

own lives, bodies and actions…..that we can follow 

and fulfill our own desires and feelings…..that we can 

write our own “truth”…..that we know better than God 

what is best for us. In other words, the lie is that we 

deserve to be the God of our own life and destiny.  
 



28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned 
them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never 
be done. 29 Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, 
greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, 
and gossip. 30 They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, 
and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their 
parents. 31 They refuse to understand, break their promises, are 
heartless, and have no mercy. 32 They know God’s justice requires that 
those who do these things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. 
Worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too. (Romans 1:28-32, 
NLT) 

 

These verses – written over 2000 years ago – very 

much describe our society today……right here in 

Dyersburg; right here in Tennessee; right here in the 

United States; and all around the world. 

 

But thanks be to God that He offers salvation and 

transformation to each of us through Jesus Christ!  
 

11 Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were 
made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11, 
NLT)  

 

9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing 
in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly 
declaring your faith that you are saved. (Romans 10:9-10, NLT) 

 

21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his 
enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet 
now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his 
physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, 
and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a 
single fault. 23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand 
firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you 
heard the Good News. (Colossians 1:21-23, NLT)  


