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Theology – the study of religious faith, practice, and  
experience: especially the study of God and God’s     
relation to the world. 
 
It is impossible to understand the theology of Romans 
5:12-21 unless you believe the theology of creation – 
that God created the world out of nothing and then   
created the first human, Adam, out of the dust of the 
ground.  
 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1, 
NLT) 

 
Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He 
breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became 
a living person. (Genesis 2:7, NLT) 

 
Representative – a person chosen to act or speak for 
another or others.  
 
Impute – to reckon or charge something to someone’s 
account.  
 
Redemption is the story of two men – Adam and Jesus 
– whom God has chosen to represent us and have their 
actions imputed to us according to His plan so that we 
would praise Him and glorify Him in our salvation.  
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When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, 
so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 

13 
Yes, people  

sinned even before the law was given. But it was not counted as sin 
because there was not yet any law to break. 

14 
Still, everyone died—

from the time of Adam to the time of Moses—even those who did not 
disobey an explicit commandment of God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a 
symbol, a representation of Christ, who was yet to come. 

15 
But there    

is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For  


