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15 
Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does 

that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! 
16 

Don’t you realize  
that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can  
be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, 
which leads to righteous living. 

17 
Thank God! Once you were slaves of 

sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 
18 

Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become 
slaves to righteous living.  

19 
Because of the weakness of your human nature, I am using the 

illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let 
yourselves be slaves to impurity and lawlessness, which led ever   
deeper into sin. Now you must give yourselves to be slaves to         
righteous living so that you will become holy.  

20 
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to 

do right. 
21 

And what was the result? You are now ashamed of the  
things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. 

22 
But now you 

are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now 
you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. 23 For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:15-23, NLT) 

 
 

We are all __________ into ______________________.   
 
 

 Slave - a person who is the property of and wholly subject   
 to another; a bond servant. A person entirely under the  
 domination of some influence or person. 
   

 
 

Before you were a Christian, you were a slave, in   

bondage to _______________.  Even when you did not 

want to sin, you were ______________ to do otherwise.  

 
14 

So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The   
trouble is with me, for I am all too human, a slave to sin. 

15 
I don’t really 

understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.       
Instead, I do what I hate. 

16 
But if I know that what I am doing is wrong,  



 

this shows that I agree that the law is good. 
17 

So I am not the one    
doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.  

 

18 
And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful   

nature. I want to do what is right, but I can’t. 
19 

I want to do what is 
good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. 

 

20 
But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing 

wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. (Romans 7:14-20, NLT) 
 

When God saves you and you confess Him as the Lord 

of your life, He frees you from sin, but you remain a 

slave.  Now, rather than being bound to sin, you are 

bound to ________________________.  In every area of 

your life you are ______________________ to do what 

honors God.  
 

22 
But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves 

of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in  
eternal life. 

23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:22-23, NLT) 
 
Righteous living is not an option for a Christian.  Nor   
is it something we must try to do over time.  It is an   
obligation, mandatory for every child of God.  Our  
freedom in Christ is not freedom to do what we want.  
It is freedom to live righteously, something we could  
not do when we were in bondage to sin.  Now that we  
are free to live righteously, we must allow the Holy  
Spirit to produce in us a holy, sanctified life.                                  
(Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God Day by Day, page 183.) 
  

 
7 
Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When  

people do what is right, it shows that they are righteous, even as Christ 
is righteous. 8 But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they   
belong to the devil, who has been sinning since the beginning. But the 
Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. 

9 
Those who have 

been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because 
God’s life is in them. So they can’t keep on sinning, because they are 
children of God. 

10 
So now we can tell who are children of God and who 

are children of the devil. Anyone who does not live righteously and  
does not love other believers does not belong to God. (1 John 3:7-10, 
NLT) 


