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Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more 
and more of his wonderful grace? 

2 
Of course not! Since we have died  

to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 
3 
Or have you forgotten that 

when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his 
death? 

4 
For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, 
now we also may live new lives.  

5 
Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be 

raised to life as he was. 
6 
We know that our old sinful selves were      

crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are 
no longer slaves to sin. 

7 
For when we died with Christ we were set free 

from the power of sin. 
8 
And since we died with Christ, we know we will 

also live with him. 
9 
We are sure of this because Christ was raised from 

the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power 
over him. 

10 
When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But 

now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 
11 

So you also should 
consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God 
through Christ Jesus.  

12 
Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful   

desires. 
13 

Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of   
evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you 
were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an 
instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. 

14 
Sin is no longer 

your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law.     
Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. (Romans 6:1-14, 
NLT) 

 
 

Three stages of Sanctification: 
 

1. Sanctification begins the moment that I confess 
Jesus as my Lord and Savior with a definitive 
break from the ruling power and love of sin in my 
life. (Romans 6:6-7) 



2. Sanctification is a process that continues during 
the duration of my life on earth as the Holy Spirit 
helps my thoughts and actions reflect the mind   
of Christ. (Romans 6:12-14) 

 
Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God  
with deep reverence and fear. 

13 
For God is working in you,     

giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.  
14 

Do everything without complaining and arguing, 
15 

so that 
no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children    
of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and 
perverse people. (Philippians 2:12b-15, NLT)  

 
13 

So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-       
control. Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will   
come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. 

14 
So 

you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into 
your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t 
know any better then. 

15 
But now you must be holy in              

everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. 
16 

For    
the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” (1  
Peter 1:13-16, NLT) 

 

8 
If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves 

and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from  
all wickedness. 

10 
If we claim we have not sinned, we are        

calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our 
hearts.  

      
1
My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will 

not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate who  
pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one 
who is truly righteous. 

2 
He himself is the sacrifice that atones   

for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.  
3 
And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his     

commandments. 
4 
If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t 

obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar and is not    
living in the truth. 

5 
But those who obey God’s word truly show 

how completely they love him. That is how we know we are    
living in him. 

6 
Those who say they live in God should live their 

lives as Jesus did. (1 John 1:8-2:6, NLT) 



3. Sanctification is completed at our death (for our 
 souls) and when the Lord physically returns to 
 the earth (for our bodies). 

 

45 
The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living 

person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving  
Spirit. 

46 
What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual 

body comes later. 
47 

Adam, the first man, was made from the 
dust of the earth, while Christ, the second man, came from 
heaven. 

48 
Earthly people are like the earthly man, and      heav-

enly people are like the heavenly man. 
49 

Just as we are now 
like the earthly man, we will someday be like the heavenly man. 
(1 Corinthians 15:45-49, NLT) 

 
8 
Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from 

these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. 
(2 Corinthians 5:8, NLT) 

 
51 

But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not 
all die, but we will all be transformed! 

52 
It will happen in a     

moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. 
For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be 
raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be     
transformed. 

53 
For our dying bodies must be transformed into 

bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be          
transformed into immortal bodies.  

54 
Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into 

bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled:  
“Death is swallowed up in victory.  
55 

O death, where is your victory?  
O death, where is your sting?”  

56 
For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin 

its power. 
57 

But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and 
death through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

58 
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and          

immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you 
know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.              
(1 Corinthians 15:51-58, NLT) 



 

Father, You are perfect in Your ways, in Your love, and in 

Your mercy. You do not fail or fall short or sin. You are holy 

beyond my understanding. You sent Your Son, Jesus, into 

this world so that I would be made holy by Him and,   

therefore, worthy of Your presence. It is only by His wounds 

that I am healed. You promised that there is no             

condemnation for those who are in Christ, but in my heart, 

it's not always easy for me to believe it. I may try to make 

myself right by doing good deeds. But I never seem to be 

able to do enough. 

     God, teach me how to live free from condemnation. 

Teach me how to trust and believe in this promise: in Christ, 

I am no longer a slave to sin. Free me from guilt and 

shame. 

     Thank you for taking care of my debt. You’ve rid me of 

the chains of sin that had taken me captive. I now live free 

of condemnation, fear, and guilt. Amen.  
(Max Lucado, Praying the Promises) 


