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Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
(Psalm 116:15, ESV)

8But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and
possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.’ (Daniel 7:18, ESV)

9 After this | saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and
tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and
before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held palm
branches in their hands. '° And they were shouting with a great roar,

“Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne
and from the Lamb!”

" And all the angels were standing around the throne and around
the elders and the four living beings. And they fell before the throne
with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. '2 They sang,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor

and power and strength belong to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”

8Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these
who are clothed in white? Where did they come from?”

4 And | said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.”

Then he said to me, “These are the ones who died in the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and
made them white.

5“That is why they stand in front of God’s throne
and serve him day and night in his Temple.
And he who sits on the throne
will give them shelter.
6 They will never again be hungry or thirsty;
they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun.
7 For the Lamb on the throne
will be their Shepherd.
He will lead them to springs of life-giving water.
And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:9-
17, NLT)



For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that
is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in
heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human
hands. 2We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on
our heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3For we will put on heavenly
bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. 4 While we live in these
earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it's not that we want to die and
get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our
new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life.
5God himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has
given us his Holy Spirit.

6So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as
we live in these bodies we are not at home with the Lord. 7 For we live
by believing and not by seeing. 8 Yes, we are fully confident, and we
would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at
home with the Lord. ® So whether we are here in this body or away from
this body, our goal is to please him. For we must all stand before
Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the
good or evil we have done in this earthly body. (2 Corinthians 5:1-10,
NLT)

The Resurrection Body

35But someone may ask, “How will the dead be raised? What kind of
bodies will they have?” 3%What a foolish question! When you put a
seed into the ground, it doesn’'t grow into a plant unless it dies first.
37 And what you put in the ground is not the plant that will grow, but only
a bare seed of wheat or whatever you are planting. 3 Then God gives it
the new body he wants it to have. A different plant grows from each
kind of seed. 3 Similarly there are different kinds of flesh—one kind for
humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish.

40 There are also bodies in the heavens and bodies on the earth.
The glory of the heavenly bodies is different from the glory of the
earthly bodies. ' The sun has one kind of glory, while the moon and
stars each have another kind. And even the stars differ from each other
in their glory.

42|t is the same way with the resurrection of the dead. Our earthly
bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they will be raised to
live forever. 43Our bodies are buried in brokenness, but they will be
raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised in
strength. 44 They are buried as natural human bodies, but they will be
raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural bodies, there are
also spiritual bodies.

45The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living
person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving Spirit.
46\What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body comes
later. 47 Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth, while
Christ, the second man, came from heaven. 48 Earthly people are like



the earthly man, and heavenly people are like the heavenly man. 4° Just
as we are now like the earthly man, we will someday be like the
heavenly man.

50What | am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical
bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot
inherit what will last forever.

51But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die,
but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink
of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet
sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who
are living will also be transformed. % For our dying bodies must be
transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be
transformed into immortal bodies.

5 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies
that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.
55O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”

56 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its
power. 57 But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

5880, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable.
Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you
do for the Lord is ever useless. (1 Corinthians 15:35-58, NLT)

Made Alive with Christ
Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many
sins. 2You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the
devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the
spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us
used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations
of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger,
just like everyone else.

4But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5that even
though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he
raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have
been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with
Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of
the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in
all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus.

8God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. ° Salvation is not a reward for
the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. °For
we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (Ephesians 2:1-
10, NLT)
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