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Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
4Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit's power.
Reports about him spread quickly through the whole region. 5 He
taught regularly in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
8\When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he
went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read
the Scriptures. 7 The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was written:

8“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me,
for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released,
that the blind will see,
that the oppressed will be set free,
®and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come.”

20He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat
down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 2' Then he
began to speak to them. “The Scripture you've just heard has been
fulfilled this very day!"”

22Everyone spoke well of him and was amazed by the gracious
words that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked. “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?”

2Then he said, “You will undoubtedly quote me this proverb:
‘Physician, heal yourself—meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your
hometown like those you did in Capernaum.’ 2*But | tell you the truth,
no prophet is accepted in his own hometown.

25 “Certainly there were many needy widows in Israel in Elijah’s
time, when the heavens were closed for three and a half years, and a
severe famine devastated the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of
them. He was sent instead to a foreigner—a widow of Zarephath in the
land of Sidon. 2” And many in Israel had leprosy in the time of the
prophet Elisha, but the only one healed was Naaman, a Syrian.”

28 \When they heard this, the people in the synagogue were furious.
2% Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the edge of the hill
on which the town was built. They intended to push him over the cliff,
30 but he passed right through the crowd and went on his way. (Luke
4:14-30, NLT)



6 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you
may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great
power and produces wonderful results. '7 Elijah was as human as we
are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell
for three and a half years! '® Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent
down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. (James 5:16-18, NLT)

e Elijah was as as we are, and yet
his prayer produced wonderful
results — all through the of God

and for the glory of God!

e When we pray within God’s there is

no to the power of our prayer.

Ahab Rules in Israel
29 Ahab son of Omri began to rule over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of
King Asa’s reign in Judah. He reigned in Samaria twenty-two years.
30But Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, even
more than any of the kings before him. 31 And as though it were not
enough to follow the sinful example of Jeroboam, he married Jezebel,
the daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to bow
down in worship of Baal. 32First Ahab built a temple and an altar for
Baal in Samaria. 3 Then he set up an Asherah pole. He did more to
provoke the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel, than any of the other
kings of Israel before him.

34|t was during his reign that Hiel, a man from Bethel, rebuilt
Jericho. When he laid its foundations, it cost him the life of his oldest
son, Abiram. And when he completed it and set up its gates, it cost him
the life of his youngest son, Segub. This all happened according to the
message from the LORD concerning Jericho spoken by Joshua son of
Nun.

Elijah Fed by Ravens
Now Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King Ahab, “As surely
as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives—the God | serve—there will be no
dew or rain during the next few years until | give the word!”

2Then the LORD said to Elijah, 3“Go to the east and hide by Kerith
Brook, near where it enters the Jordan River. 4 Drink from the brook
and eat what the ravens bring you, for | have commanded them to
bring you food.”

5So Elijah did as the LORD told him and camped beside Kerith
Brook, east of the Jordan. ® The ravens brought him bread and meat
each morning and evening, and he drank from the brook. 7 But after a
while the brook dried up, for there was no rainfall anywhere in the land.



The Widow at Zarephath
8Then the LORD said to Elijah, °“Go and live in the village of Zarephath,
near the city of Sidon. | have instructed a widow there to feed you.”

S0 he went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of the
village, he saw a widow gathering sticks, and he asked her, “Would you
please bring me a little water in a cup?” '" As she was going to get it, he
called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.”

2But she said, “| swear by the LORD your God that | don’t have a
single piece of bread in the house. And | have only a handful of flour
left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. | was just
gathering a few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and | will
die.”

3But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do just
what you've said, but make a little bread for me first. Then use what'’s
left to prepare a meal for yourself and your son. #For this is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: There will always be flour and olive oil
left in your containers until the time when the LORD sends rain and the
crops grow again!”

5So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family
continued to eat for many days. '® There was always enough flour and
olive oil left in the containers, just as the LORD had promised through
Elijah.

7 Some time later the woman’s son became sick. He grew worse
and worse, and finally he died. '® Then she said to Elijah, “O man of
God, what have you done to me? Have you come here to point out my
sins and kill my son?”

9 But Elijah replied, “Give me your son.” And he took the child’s
body from her arms, carried him up the stairs to the room where he was
staying, and laid the body on his bed. 2 Then Elijah cried out to the
LoRD, “O LoRD my God, why have you brought tragedy to this widow
who has opened her home to me, causing her son to die?”

21 And he stretched himself out over the child three times and cried
out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, please let this child’s life return to
him.” 2The LORD heard Elijah’s prayer, and the life of the child
returned, and he revived! 22 Then Elijah brought him down from the
upper room and gave him to his mother. “Look!” he said. “Your son is
alive!”

24 Then the woman told Elijah, “Now | know for sure that you are a
man of God, and that the LORD truly speaks through you.” (1 Kings
16:29-17:24, NLT)

Lessons we learn from Elijah, the widow, and her son:

1. Our God is the God, and there is
other!

39“So remember this and keep it firmly in mind: The LORD is
God both in heaven and on earth, and there is no other. 40 If



you obey all the decrees and commands | am giving you today,
all will be well with you and your children. | am giving you these
instructions so you will enjoy a long life in the land the LORD
your God is giving you for all time.” (Deuteronomy 4:39-40,
NLT)

. All of creation is under God’s and

He can utilize any part of it to meet our

0 For all the animals of the forest are mine, and | own the cattle
on a thousand hills. '* Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God,
and keep the vows you made to the Most High. '® Then call on
me when you are in trouble, and | will rescue you, and you will
give me glory.” (Psalms 50:10, 14-15, NLT)

. God’s plans are right. Trust Him and

allow Him to you down the right path.

5Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your
own understanding. € Seek his will in all you do, and he will
show you which path to take. (Proverbs 3:5-6, NLT)

. God often requires us to step out in

first, and then He proves He is the

one who is more than to meet our needs.

8 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who
wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he
rewards those who sincerely seek him. (Hebrews 11:6, NLT)

. God’s provision does not mean that you will not

face more ahead. You must always

keep your eyes focused on as you

continue to run your race day-by-day.

And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.
2We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who
initiates and perfects our faith. (Hebrews 12:1b-2, NLT)



