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7“The God of this nation of Israel chose our ancestors and made
them multiply and grow strong during their stay in Egypt. Then with a
powerful arm he led them out of their slavery. ® He put up with them
through forty years of wandering in the wilderness. " Then he
destroyed seven nations in Canaan and gave their land to Israel as an
inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years.

“After that, God gave them judges to rule until the time of Samuel
the prophet. 2! Then the people begged for a king, and God gave them
Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty
years. 2But God removed Saul and replaced him with David, a man
about whom God said, ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after
my own heart. He will do everything | want him to do.” (Acts 13:17-22,
NLT)

David Becomes King of All Israel
Then all Israel gathered before David at Hebron and told him, “We are
your own flesh and blood. 2In the past, even when Saul was king, you
were the one who really led the forces of Israel. And the LORD your
God told you, “You will be the shepherd of my people Israel. You will be
the leader of my people Israel.””

3So there at Hebron, David made a covenant before the LORD with
all the elders of Israel. And they anointed him king of Israel, just as the
LORD had promised through Samuel.

David Captures Jerusalem

4Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (or Jebus, as it used to
be called), where the Jebusites, the original inhabitants of the land,
were living. ® The people of Jebus taunted David, saying, “You'll never
get in here!” But David captured the fortress of Zion, which is now
called the City of David.

6David had said to his troops, “Whoever is first to attack the
Jebusites will become the commander of my armies!” And Joab, the
son of David’s sister Zeruiah, was first to attack, so he became the
commander of David’s armies.

7 David made the fortress his home, and that is why it is called the
City of David. 8 He extended the city from the supporting terraces to the
surrounding area, while Joab rebuilt the rest of Jerusalem. ® And David
became more and more powerful, because the LORD of Heaven’s
Armies was with him.



David’s Mightiest Warriors

0These are the leaders of David’s mighty warriors. Together with all
Israel, they decided to make David their king, just as the LORD had
promised concerning Israel.

""Here is the record of David’s mightiest warriors: The first was
Jashobeam the Hacmonite, who was leader of the Three—the
mightiest warriors among David’'s men. He once used his spear to Kkill
300 enemy warriors in a single battle.

2Next in rank among the Three was Eleazar son of Dodai, a
descendant of Ahoah. ¥He was with David when the Philistines
gathered for battle at Pas-dammim and attacked the Israelites in a field
full of barley. The Israelite army fled, # but Eleazar and David held their
ground in the middle of the field and beat back the Philistines. So the
LoRD saved them by giving them a great victory.

50Once when David was at the rock near the cave of Adullam, the
Philistine army was camped in the valley of Rephaim. The Three (who
were among the Thirty—an elite group among David’s fighting men)
went down to meet him there. '® David was staying in the stronghold at
the time, and a Philistine detachment had occupied the town of
Bethlehem.

7David remarked longingly to his men, “Oh, how | would love
some of that good water from the well by the gate in Bethlehem.” 18 So
the Three broke through the Philistine lines, drew some water from the
well by the gate in Bethlehem, and brought it back to David. But David
refused to drink it. Instead, he poured it out as an offering to the LORD.
9“God forbid that | should drink this!” he exclaimed. “This water is as
precious as the blood of these men who risked their lives to bring it to
me.” So David did not drink it. These are examples of the exploits of
the Three.

David’s Thirty Mighty Men

20 Abishai, the brother of Joab, was the leader of the Thirty. He once
used his spear to kill 300 enemy warriors in a single battle. It was by
such feats that he became as famous as the Three. 2! Abishai was the
most famous of the Thirty and was their commander, though he was
not one of the Three.

22 There was also Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant warrior from
Kabzeel. He did many heroic deeds, which included killing two
champions of Moab. Another time, on a snowy day, he chased a lion
down into a pit and killed it. 22 Once, armed only with a club, he killed
an Egyptian warrior who was 7% feet tall and who was armed with a
spear as thick as a weaver’s beam. Benaiah wrenched the spear from
the Egyptian’s hand and killed him with it. 2*Deeds like these made
Benaiah as famous as the three mightiest warriors. 2°He was more
honored than the other members of the Thirty, though he was not one
of the Three. And David made him captain of his bodyguard.

26 David’s mighty warriors also included:



Asahel, Joab’s brother;

Elhanan son of Dodo from Bethlehem;

27 Shammah from Harod;

Helez from Pelon;

28 |ra son of lkkesh from Tekoa;

Abiezer from Anathoth;

29 Sibbecai from Hushah;

Zalmon from Ahoabh;

30 Maharai from Netophah;

Heled son of Baanah from Netophah;

311thai son of Ribai from Gibeah (in the land of Benjamin);

Benaiah from Pirathon;

32 Hurai from near Nahale-gaash;

Abi-albon from Arabah;

33 Azmaveth from Bahurim;

Eliahba from Shaalbon;

34the sons of Jashen from Gizon;

Jonathan son of Shagee from Harar;

35 Ahiam son of Sharar from Harar;

Eliphal son of Ur;

36 Hepher from Mekerah;

Ahijah from Pelon;

37 Hezro from Carmel;

Paarai son of Ezbai;

38 Joel, the brother of Nathan;

Mibhar son of Hagri;

39 Zelek from Ammon;

Naharai from Beeroth, the armor bearer of Joab son of Zeruiah;

40 |ra from Jattir;

Gareb from Jattir;

41 Uriah the Hittite;

Zabad son of Ahlai;

42 Adina son of Shiza, the Reubenite leader who had thirty men with
him;

43 Hanan son of Maacah;

Joshaphat from Mithna;

44 Uzzia from Ashtaroth;

Shama and Jeiel, the sons of Hotham, from Aroer;

45 Jediael son of Shimri;

Joha, his brother, from Tiz;

46 Eliel from Mahavah;

Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam;

Ithmah from Moab;

47 Eliel and Obed;

Jaasiel from Zobah. (1 Chronicles 11, NLT)

David summoned all the officials of Israel to Jerusalem—the leaders of
the tribes, the commanders of the army divisions, the other generals



and captains, the overseers of the royal property and livestock, the
palace officials, the mighty men, and all the other brave warriors in the
kingdom. 2 David rose to his feet and said: “My brothers and my people!
It was my desire to build a Temple where the Ark of the LORD’s
Covenant, God'’s footstool, could rest permanently. | made the
necessary preparations for building it, 3 but God said to me, ‘You must
not build a Temple to honor my name, for you are a warrior and have
shed much blood.’ (1 Chronicles 28:2-3, NLT)

David’s Song for Saul and Jonathan

7 Then David composed a funeral song for Saul and Jonathan, '®and
he commanded that it be taught to the people of Judah. It is known as
the Song of the Bow, and it is recorded in The Book of Jashar.

9Your pride and joy, O Israel, lies dead on the hills!
Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen!

20 Don’t announce the news in Gath,
don’t proclaim it in the streets of Ashkelon,

or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice
and the pagans will laugh in triumph.

210 mountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain upon you,
nor fruitful fields producing offerings of grain.
For there the shield of the mighty heroes was defiled;
the shield of Saul will no longer be anointed with oil.
22 The bow of Jonathan was powerful,
and the sword of Saul did its mighty work.
They shed the blood of their enemies
and pierced the bodies of mighty heroes.

23 How beloved and gracious were Saul and Jonathan!
They were together in life and in death.

They were swifter than eagles,
stronger than lions.

240 women of Israel, weep for Saul,

for he dressed you in luxurious scarlet clothing,
in garments decorated with gold.

25 0h, how the mighty heroes have fallen in battle!
Jonathan lies dead on the hills.

26 How | weep for you, my brother Jonathan!
Oh, how much I loved you!

And your love for me was deep,
deeper than the love of women!

27.0h, how the mighty heroes have fallen!
Stripped of their weapons, they lie dead. (2 Samuel 1:1-27,
NLT)



