
Church family,  
Last night our church board leadership met to discuss our plan of action in light of the ongoing 
Coronavirus crisis.  We understand that we are in very trying times, and that our reality is 
constantly evolving.  These are unprecedented events and we are all just trying to make the 
most prudent and selfless decisions we can.   
 
We are navigating a global pandemic, and we believe that our actions can either help or hinder 
the spread of this virus.  We recognize that we are all vulnerable to the disease, but that our 
elderly and those with underlying health issues are especially at high risk from this virus.  We 
also recognize that our exposure and social interaction can have far reaching consequences, 
beyond just our church family, but also to our community at large.  That is why after much 
prayer and consideration, our church board has unanimously voted to close our church facility 
to all meeting groups.   
 
This means we are going to now transition to a fully online worship service.  We will be 
livestreaming the service with only essential staff present. 
 
We understand that this greatly limits our ability to interact and have community together, as 
well as hinders our discipleship time.  For that reason, the staff and other leaders of the church 
are working together to create some opportunities for members to continue to pray and grow 
together.   
 

• During this time we are encouraging all Sunday school teachers to reach out to everyone 
on their responsibility roles by phone, letter or text. We do not want to leave people in 
isolation.  And while we may not be able to meet face to face, the spoken and written 
word can have profound effects on people.  Please be sure to reach out to one another 
at this time.  
 

• Terry and Lisa Newman will be moderating the Prayer Conference line that Raymond 
Bailey so graciously helped to create for us last year. Everyone is welcome to call in on 
that line on Wednesday nights at 7:00pm and join this interactive prayer time.  And 
please be assured that callers do not have to pray out loud, you are welcome to simply 
pray silently in agreement.  

 
• The staff is working on some streaming and/or video conferencing ideas for our 

children, youth and adult Sunday school classes. We are also working to make our live 
streaming  available directly on our website in addition to our Arlington Church of the 
Nazarene Facebook page so that the services are more accessible to everyone.  As we 
work to make those available, we will post directions on how to access those resources. 
 

• Finally, the staff will make available video devotionals at least once a week on our 
Website, Arlington First Church of the Nazarene AND Arlington Church Updates 
Facebook pages.  We know that videos can never fully replace the personal interaction 



that meeting together brings, but we believe God’s Spirit is powerful enough to move 
even in these limited times. 
 

In light of these changes, please be aware that visits to the church office will need to be done 
by appointment only. 

 
We know you will have tons of questions, and we will work hard to answer those questions as 
best we can in the coming days.  I know the primary question on everyone’s mind is, how long 
will we be doing this?  Well, all I can say is that these parameters will stay in place until the 
church board leadership votes that they believe it is safe to once again meet in community.  
Please be praying for your church leadership and staff at this time that God grants us wisdom 
and gives us clarity and vision of His call and desires. 
 
None of us were taught how to responsibly and lovingly shepherd the flock through a global 
pandemic.  We just know that our actions do affect others, and we are calling on the 
congregation to live in a moment of sacrifice and fasting of personal gatherings so that we can 
protect our vulnerable neighbors, and help to curb this terrible disease.    
 
 
In the meanwhile, we are making available the cell phone numbers of the church staff.  Please 
do not hesitate to call us with questions or concerns.  
 
Please know that we are not doing these measures in a spirit of fear, but in a spirit of love. We 
are not canceling church, we are simply closing a building- WE are the church, and God’s spirit 
CAN and Will move among us as we continue to seek and Worship HIM.  
 


