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Kids Kamp 2018 Parent Guide 

Introduction 
We are excited about Kids Kamp 2018 and look 
forward to making an eternal difference in your 
child’s life.  This year we are introducing a new 
tool to help you, the parent, make an even 
greater impact.  This parent guide is designed to 
offer lessons for your family to use before and 
after Kids Kamp to help your child connect with 
the Creator of the universe more deeply.  During 
the 4 days of Kids Kamp there are overviews of 
what we are learning to help you engage with 
your child on those things when they get back 
home.  Our prayer is that this guide helps your 
family know God better. 

Structure 
Each lesson is broken down in 5 simple sections 
beginning with the Lesson Overview.  This is a 
short section of information for the parent read 
ahead of time to know what the lesson is about. 
You can read that with your child or just use your 
own words to tell them what you are going to 
learn together.  Learning together is an excellent approach to teach your child about God. 
 
Section 2 is called Parent Prep and is to help you, the parent, get a bit more background on that 
lesson including references to the Bible verses we will use.  If you do not have a Bible, please 
get in touch with the church office and we will give you one. 
 
Section 3 is Family Time.  This is the lesson material to do with your child. We have included the 
Bible verse references in the text as well as questions to help you talk to your child about them. 
Tips for how to answer those questions are provided, but try to get your child talking about what 
those answers could be instead of just reading the answers to them. 
 
Section 4 is a fun activity to do together.  This is meant to reinforce the lesson. 
 
Section 5 is  a recap.  This section is designed to reinforce the lesson with a few simple things 
you can talk about with your child. We are also including a memory verse with each section.  



 
 

 
Remember, this is simply a guide to help you learn with your child.  Please use your own words 
and make these times both fun and full of good knowledge. 

Bible Version 
The verses quoted in this parent guide are taken from the 2011 version of the New International 
Version translation of the Bible.  Your child will be receiving this same version at Kids Kamp this 
year.  The NIV is one of several english translations of the Bible that are geared for easier 
reading.  We recommend using a Bible that is easy for you and your child to understand.  If you 
do not have a Bible, please contact the church office and we will give you one. 

  



 
 

Lesson 1: God Speaks. 
Please cover this lesson during the week of July 2, 2018.  The first few sections are designed 
for you, the parent, to read before you sit down with your child.  This will give you some 
background on the lesson.  After you have read the Lesson Overview and Parent Prep sections 
then use the Family Time, Activity, and Recap sections to teach your child. 

Lesson Overview 
In this lesson we are going to learn that the Bible is God’s word.  God inspired people over 
thousands of years to write down these stories so that we can know who He is.  We will learn 
the the Bible is true and that we can trust everything it says.  We will also learn that the Bible is 
a book that we never stop reading.  It should be looked through like a window with a scene that 
is always showing more, not just a picture that we see once. 
 
We will cover three sections of the Bible starting at the very beginning in Genesis chapter 1 
verses 3-31 then in 1 Timothy chapter 3 verse 16 and finally in Hebrews chapter 14 verse 4. 
Genesis is the in the Old Testament and both 2 Timothy and Hebrews are in the New 
Testament.  The Old Testament is from the beginning of our world until about 430 BC.  The New 
Testament covers from the time Jesus was born through events that will happen in the future. 
Both of these are the true and perfect Word of God. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  Prayer is simply talking to God, 
even just silently speaking those words in your mind to God.  Ask that God will help you guide 
your child to know Him better. 

Reconnect 
Last year at Kids Kamp we covered the story of God creating the world and everything in it. 
This is explained in the first book of the Bible, Genesis.  We taught your child that God spoke 
and things happened.  God took six days to create the whole world and then He rested on the 
seventh day. 
 
One of the things we stressed last year was that we, humans, are God’s very good creation. 
We were made in His image.  That means we are made to be like Him - and to know Him.  Try 
to have you child remember the “very good” part of Kids Kamp when we learned that each of 
them was uniquely made by their God with a purpose.  That’s right!  God made you and I 
different and each with a unique purpose. 



 
 

 
 
 
The theme verse last year was Ephesians 2:10: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us 
to do.” 
 
Try to have your child remember 
that verse and help them to 
know that they are God’s 
handiwork and they were made 
by Him with a purpose. 

Bible Verses 

Genesis 1:3-31 
This lesson will start in Genesis, the first book of the Bible.  This book was written somewhere 
around 1440 BC by Moses.  Yes, THAT Moses.  The one who parted the Red Sea, the one who 
carved the 10 Commandments into the stone tablets.  Moses is one of the most known Bible 
Characters and he actually wrote down the words of 5 books in our Bible starting with Genesis. 
 
Read Genesis 1:3-31 and underline or highlight when God speaks.  We want to help our kids 
see that God uses words to make things happen. 

 
 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 
good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the 
darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 
 
6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 
7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above 
it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the second day. 
 
9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 
ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered 
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 
 
11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on 
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 
The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees 



 
 

bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 
And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 
 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the 
night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern 
the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on 
the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the 
fourth day. 
 
20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and 
every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in 
the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the fifth day. 
 
24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the 
livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each 
according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their 
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the 
ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.” 
 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth 
and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the 
beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the 
ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” 
And it was so. 



 
 

 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the sixth day. 

 
Do you have a letter or card from a loved one, maybe a relative that has passed or someone 
you have not seen in a long time?  Maybe a love note from your spouse from years ago?  Get 
that out and share it with your child.  Explain to them why this card or letter is so special to you. 
As we look at the Bible knowing it is God’s words to us we can see why they would be so 
special as well. 
 
Next turn to 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  This is going to be closer to the end of the Bible.  2 Timothy 
was a letter written by a man named Paul to a young pastor named Timothy. Paul wrote letters 
to a lot of people and churches in the years after Jesus came.  His writings were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to encourage and teach not only those people, but even us today. 
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness,” 
 

We want our kids to understand that the Bible is God’s word, written down by men, but inspired 
by God Himself.  They can know and trust that every word of the Bible is true and perfect.  
 
Finally, turn to Hebrews 12:4.  This is a more graphic description of the Word of God as a living 
instrument that is busy working on the lives of God’s people.  Get the image in your mind of a 
skilled warrior using a sword to literally cut someone apart.  The Word of God spiritually cuts us 
apart to shape us into the people God wants us to be. 
 

 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● Why did God rest on the seventh day? 
● Where did God come from? 



 
 

● Where did the light come from in Genesis 1:3?  The sun, moon, and stars are not made 
until verse 14, day 4.  Even the plants that require sunlight were made a day before the 
sun. 

● 1 Peter 1:24-25 quotes Isaiah 40:6-8 about the Word of God.  How are we like grass and 
flowers? 

Looking Forward 
Next week we will look at when the word of God became a man and walked around on the earth 
healing and teaching.  His name is Jesus. 

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes to start your time together in prayer.  Explain to you child what prayer is. 
See if they want to talk to God or listen along as you do.  Praying out loud and together is a 
powerful experience. 

Opening Question 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Do you know where the whole world came 
from? 

It came from God.  God made the whole 
world including you and me.  

Do you know why God made the whole 
world? 

He made the world to show His glory.  God is 
worthy of our praise and we were created to 
praise Him. 

Do you want to learn about when God 
created the whole world? 

 

 

Read Genesis 1:3-31 together. 
 

Question Answer Hints 

What did God use to create the whole world? Words.  He spoke and it was made. 

Can you count how many times God said or 
called something in that story we just read? 

 



 
 

How do we use words everyday?  

How did God continue to speak after He 
made the world? 

 

 
Say:  God used people called prophets for thousands of years to speak to people.  He would tell 
the prophet what to say then the prophet would go tell the people or write it down and give it to 
them.  The Bible is a collection of those words that God spoke.  The Bible is God showing us 
who He is.  It is God revealed to us.  His revelation. 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Did you know that this very book, the Bible, is 
the Word of God? 

God gave us His word so we could know Him 
better.  It is not just a book, but the actual 
words from God’s own mouth. 

 
Share a card or letter with your child if you have one.  Talk about who it is from and why it is 
special to you.  When someone writes us a personal note we tend to cherish it and even more 
so when that person is special to us.  The Bible is written by God to us so we can know Him 
better.  Much like that card or note you’ve saved. 
 

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Another name for the Bible is Scripture. 
What does 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tell us 
Scripture, the Bible, is? 

God-breathed.  That means the very words 
we are reading came from the mouth of God 
himself. 

And what is the Bible meant to do? Teach, rebuke (conviction, testing, or 
proving), correct, train in righteousness.  To 
keep us going on the right path. 

And why do we need to know what the Bible 
says? 

 



 
 

Activity 

Picture vs Window 
For this activity you will need paper and 
crayons, markers, or colored pencils. 
We want to compare the depth of what 
you can see in a picture vs what you 
see outside of a window.  The goal here 
is to show that a picture is finite, limited, 
and will not show you something brand 
new next time you look at it.  Looking 
out of the window is infinite, not limited. 
While you are looking the wind will blow 
the plants, a bird flies by, cars pass, 
people could be outside working or 
playing.  Next time you look out of the 
same window you will see even more. 
 
Select a picture and have your child 
draw what they see in the picture.  They 
might trace it or just look at it and make 
their own version.  Next, have them 
draw on a new sheet of paper what they 
see out of the window.  
 
Talk together about the Word of God, 
the Bible, the Scriptures being active 
and alive.  They are the living Word of 
God where we can always find new 
applications for our lives.  The picture 
you drew does not change, it will be the 
same if you look again tomorrow.  The 
window was living and showing you 
new things even while you drew. 
Tomorrow the scene outside might show you something entirely new. 
 
Hebrews 4:14 tells us “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart. “ 
 



 
 

The Bible is God’s own words that are living and active.  They are to help us keep on the right 
path.  We can always read the Bible to find new ways to know God better. 
 

Recap 
When you hold this book, the Bible, in your hands you hold the history of the world, but more 
that that you hold the very words of God.  He gave us this book so we could know Him better. 
Help your child remember: 

1. You can trust that the Bible is the true and perfect word of God. 
2. The Bible describes real people and real events throughout history. 
3. We can learn what the Bible says to help us stay on the right path. 
4. God started our world by speaking and He is still speaking to us today. 

 
Next week we will look at God’s word becoming a man, Jesus. 

Memory verse 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness” 2 Timothy 3:16 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask God to help His living word teach, rebuke, correct, and train both you 
and your child this week. 
  



 
 

Lesson 2: Word 
Became Man 
Please cover this lesson during the week of 
July 9, 2018.  The first few sections are 
designed for you, the parent, to read before 
you sit down with your child.  This will give 
you some background on the lesson.  After 
you have read the Lesson Overview and 
Parent Prep sections then use the Family 
Time, Activity, and Recap sections to teach 
your child. 

Lesson Overview 
This week we looked at the Bible as the true 
and perfect revelation of God.  We know that the Word of God came from His own mouth to His 
prophets and Apostles to be used for teaching and correcting us. 
 
This week we are looking at a person named Jesus.  Jesus is the “Word” that became a man 
and lived on the earth for about 33 years.  We will begin in the New Testament book of John 
and wrap up in the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  This lesson is designed to show 
them who Jesus is and connect them to God.  This could be one of the most life changing things 
you ever show them.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide your thoughts and words as you help 
your child. 

Reconnect 
Last week we looked at God speaking the world into existence.  God used words in the 
beginning then continued to speak through prophets in the Old Testament.  After Jesus came 
into the world we see His ministry starting when He was around 30 years old and continuing for 
3 years before His execution.  During that three year time Jesus appointed men as His Disciples 
or followers.  We will learn more about those men next week and a lot more about one of them 
named Peter during the lessons at Kids Kamp.  These disciples wrote most of the books in the 



 
 

New Testament.  The book of John was written by the disciple named John that followed Jesus 
during His ministry. 
 
The book of John was written sometime between AD 80 and 95 and probably while John was 
living in the area we call Turkey.  Finding these areas on a map with your child can be a great 
way to help them see that these events really happened to real people and in real places.  John 
was writing to people who did not have a history with God and his goal was to show them that 
Jesus, the man that lived only 50 or 60 years before, was truly God.  That is our goal as well. 
We want to see that Jesus was more than some guy, more than a good teacher, more than a 
great fisherman.  Jesus really was God. 
 
If Jesus being God is a hard thing for you to accept, simply spend some time in prayer and ask 
God to reveal the truth to you.  He will. 
 
As we wrap up in Deuteronomy we are 
back in the Old Testament in another 
book written by the man, the legend, 
Moses. This is the last book Moses wrote 
right before the Israelites were going to 
enter the land God had promised to them. 
It had been a long, hard 40 years of 
getting to the promised land.  Moses’ life 
had been filled with ups and downs, with 
great times, and many hard times.  That 
is familiar to us isn’t it?  Whether we have 
a lot or a little, we can all relate to good 
times and bad times can’t we?  
 
Where would you put yourself today?  Is this a good time in your life and everything seems to be 
going your way or a bad time where everything seems stacked against you? 
 
We should always remember that through the ups and downs in life, there is a God who is 
master of it all and we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.  That is the God our kids need to know. 

Bible Verses 

John 1:1-14 
As you read John 1:1-14 circle any references to God’s Word then underline references to 
Jesus.  Hint: Jesus is not mentioned by name. 
 



 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 
He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who 
did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God. 
 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
We see right at the start the the Word was always there.  Remember, this Word is the revelation 
of who God is. God has always been there and has always been the same.  We call this 
immutability - or unchanging.  God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  He has never 
and will not ever change. 
 
God made everything and without HIm nothing was made.  The creation story we used last 
week is this same story.  God spoke and things were made. 
 
In verse 14 we see the Word became flesh, that is a man.  That man came to live among us on 
the earth to show us who He was.  That means God came to us to reveal Himself to us.  The 
revelation of God as a man was Jesus. During the lessons at Kids Kamp we will look at the work 
of Jesus and the others around Him that realize Jesus really is God. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
As you read Deuteronomy circle references to God and underline references to the people like 
your children and yourself. 
 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that 
I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 



 
 

 
Moses gives us a very straight forward command: Love God with all of your heart, soul, and 
strength.  That means to love God with all of you.  Then teach your children to do the same. 
Make your love of God a lifestyle, not a hobby. 
 
Have you ever met a hardcore Cowboys fan?  You know the guy.  He has a room decorated 
entirely with Cowboys posters, signs, and colors.  His truck is wrapped with Cowboys logos.  He 
only wears Cowboys jerseys.  He is even a fan for the years and years the Cowboys spend 
losing.  That is not a hobby, that is a lifestyle.  
 
Jesus was there in the very beginning.  He is the creator of our world and He became a man 
like us to show us who He is.  Jesus was and is God.  Verse 14 gets confusing then if Jesus is 
God then the Son (Jesus) comes from the father, who is the father?  Well, the father is God 
also.  There is another piece of this God being called the Holy Spirit.  So God interacts with us 
in three different ways.  He is God, the father, who we see working throughout the Old 
Testament.  He takes on the form of a man in Jesus, called the Son of God to illustrate who He 
is and how much He loves us.  Jesus did not just start at this point.  Jesus, as a part of God, has 
always existed.  Later we see that Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to work through His people.  Like 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit did not start at this time, but was always there.  This is called the trinity or 
the triune Godhead.  It is a hard concept for our minds to grasp.  Basically, God has always 
been and will always be the same and He works in three different forms: The Father, The Son 
(Jesus), and the Holy Spirit.  All the same being, but three different capacities. 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● In Deuteronomy 6 when it mentions the Lord is one.  What do you think that means? 
● In Genesis 1 we saw God speaking and things being created.  In John 1 we read that 

through the Word all things were made.  Later in John we read that there was a man that 
came as the glory of God revealed.  How are all of these the same thing? 

● 1 Peter 2:4-10 describes stones, houses, rocks… How are those used to represent us 
and Jesus? 

Looking Forward 
Next week we are going to learn what a disciple is from the time of the Bible and up through 
today. 



 
 

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes and pray with your child about this lesson.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to 
you the right words to help your child understand who Jesus us. 

Opening Question 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Do you remember what we talked about last 
week? 

The Bible is the true and perfect word of God 

Who do you think Jesus is? God, the Savior 

 
Remind your child: The words in the Bible are the very words God spoke from His own mouth. 
We can know and trust that these words are true.  These words reveal to us who God is and 
how we can know Him. 

Read: John 1:1-5 
 

Question Answer Hints 

What do you think the Word is in this part of 
the Bible? 

It is God - Who He is.  It is the revelation of 
God. 

What do you think it means that the Word 
was God? 

It means that God’s character, who He is, has 
not changed from the beginning of time.  We 
can know who He is by reading the Bible 
today. 

Why should we want to know who God is? Because God made us to know Him.  It is a 
hole in us that each of us longs to fill. 
Sometimes we fill that with other things for a 
little while like people, sports, work, etc. 
Ultimately, the only thing that satisfies us is 
God. 

 



 
 

Read: John 1:6-13 
In verse 12 it says those who believed in Him, He gave the right to be children of God.  
 

Question Answer Hints 

What does that mean? The when we truly know God and follow Him 
completely we are adopted as the family of 
God, not just a bunch of people. 

How can we believe in Him? It starts with asking God to help us.  We admit 
we are sinners, know (believe) He is God, 
and say (confess) that He is our Lord.  We 
can do that right now, today. 

 

Read John 1:14 
 

Question Answer Hints 

What does became flesh mean? 
 

It means God became a man like you and 
me.  With bones, muscles, blood, and hair. 
Jesus was fully human just like us. 

What does full of grace and truth mean? Grace: that which affords joy, pleasure, 
delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness, good 
will, loving kindness. 
Truth:  what is true in any matter under 
consideration 
Jesus was full of kindness and true in 
everything.  He was never a bully, never told 
a lie. 

What do you think life would be like if we 
were all full of grace and truth? 

 

 
Say:  Jesus is God and God is Jesus.  God came to live on the earth as a man and His name 
was Jesus.  He changed the world and we are still learning about Him today.  The Bible is the 
word of God that shows us who Jesus is and how we can know Him as our Lord. 



 
 

Activity 

Jesus Was A Kid 
We sometimes forget that Jesus was born as a baby and grew up to the man who died for our 
sins.  He was always fully God, but flesh and blood like us.  Take some time to draw or play out 
the baby or boy Jesus in some scenarios.  Jesus grew up in a normal family and went to work in 
his dad’s business as a carpenter until He began His ministry around age 30. 

● Do you think baby Jesus cried and got fussy? 
● Do you think Jesus played with toys as a little kid? 
● Do you think He went fishing and hiking? 
● Do you think He played ball? 

Recap 
Jesus is God and we can trust 
Him as our God today.  He made 
everything including us with a 
purpose and through His word 
we can find that purpose for our 
lives.  Knowing that Jesus is 
God is a life changing thing.  
 
Next week we will learn about 
disciples from the Bible and 
through today. 

Memory verse 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask God to continue to reveal Himself your your family and you grow closer 
to Him. 
  



 
 

Lesson 3: What is a 
Disciple? 
Please cover this lesson during the 
week of July 16, 2018.  The first few 
sections are designed for you, the 
parent, to read before you sit down with 
your child.  This will give you some 
background on the lesson.  After you 
have read the Lesson Overview and 
Parent Prep sections then use the 
Family Time, Activity, and Recap 
sections to teach your child. 

Lesson Overview 
We were created by God to bring Him 
glory, but our sin keeps us separated from the Holy God.  Jesus came as the connector to allow 
us to follow God.  When we devote ourselves to following God we are called disciples.  This 
week we are going to look at what a disciple, or follower, was in the Bible and how we can be 
disciples today. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
teach your child what a follower of God is. 

Reconnect 
Last week we looked at who Jesus was.  Jesus is God and He came to reveal who God was to 
us so that we could follow Him.  The Bible is who God is revealed to us in words.  Jesus came 
as a man to live out those words. 

Bible Verses 
This week we have four places to look in the Bible.  We are going to look at Jesus calling some 
of His original disciples, His command for them (and us) to make more disciples, and what 
being a disciple looks like. 



 
 

Matthew 4:18-22 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 
20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus 
called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 
This is the story of Jesus’ first few disciples.  It is likely that these men had heard about Jesus 
before He called them out.  Jesus had been travelling around and teaching like no one had ever 
heard before.  We see in this account the simple movement.  Jesus calls them to come, and 
they drop everything and come.  It is like that when the Master calls your heart, you cannot help 
but follow. 

Matthew 28:18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 

This is following Jesus’ ministry.  He has died, risen from the grave, and sends out His disciples, 
His followers, to go and tell the whole world about God.  We are still in this movement today and 
Kids Kamp exists to make disciples and teach them about God. 
 
Note in this passage that Jesus starts with the power He has - all power everywhere.  We call 
this omnipotence.  That means all powerful.  He ends with the comfort that He is with us always. 
We call that omnipresence, or everywhere all of the time.  Imagine that! God is always 
everywhere and has the power to do anything all of the time. 
 



 
 

See, the truth is that God is always around us, always knows what we are up to, and even 
knows what we thought about being up to.  We can help our children understand that they may 
lie to mom or dad, they may get away with something at school.  They may even get away from 
the police for some trouble they got into, but they are never apart from God.  That should be 
both comforting and convicting.  We can rest in knowing that God is with us in everything and 
will empower our work for Him.  We can also feel the sting that God sees and knows all of our 
bad parts, yet loves us still. 
 
What would you do if there were no consequences and no one would ever find out? 

Acts 2:40-42 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. 

 
In this little passage we see Peter, one of those men Jesus called to be a disciple teaching 
people and they accept his message, are baptized, and join with the other followers of God. 
Next we see them devoted to the teaching, to fellowship (getting together), to eating together, 
and to praying.  Those are simple things, right?  Learn, hang out, eat together, and pray.  
 
In our fast paced world, do you find it hard to make time for those things?  Which one do you 
seem to miss out on most often? 

● Studying and Learning about God 
● Hanging out together 
● Eating together 
● Praying 

Luke 14:25-33 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever 
does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
 
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the 
cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation 
and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This 
person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
 
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 



 
 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while 
the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those 
of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 

 
Now we get to the hard part.  Jesus is talking to a large crowd that is following Him around. He 
takes a moment to teach them what following Him is really like.  See, Jesus was a miracle man. 
He raised the dead, healed the sick, made piles of food with no effort.  Who would not want to 
follow that?  We don’t have to work for food, we don’t have to be sick or hurt.  Let’s just follow 
this guy around. 
 
When we get right down to it 
Jesus is calling us to be entirely, 
completely, utterly devoted to Him. 
He says that we must hate our 
own lives.  He says we should 
count the cost.  He says that we 
should give up everything to be 
totally devoted to Him.  That is a 
hard step to take.   It would be a 
lot easier to have a little Jesus on 
the side when times are hard.  If 
Jesus could just be gravy that 
made the steak fingers taste better. 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● In Luke 14 Jesus talks of hating your father and mother. In Matthew 5:21-26 Jesus 
teaches we should not even call someone a fool.  Later in Matthew 5:43-48 Jesus 
teaches us to even love those who are out to get us.  How do these teachings line up? 

● When you think of a God that is omnipresent, everywhere all of the time, what does that 
make you imagine? 

● When you think of an all powerful or omnipotent God, what does that make you think of? 

Looking Forward 
Next week we will learn about a specific disciple named Peter.  He was one of those called by 
Jesus in Matthew 4 today. 



 
 

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes and pray with your child or ask them to pray.  

Opening Question 
If you could spend a whole day doing anything, what would you do? 
 
Say:  In the Bible, God’s perfect word, Jesus called people to become disciples. 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Do you know what a disciple is? A follower.  Someone who follows and learns 
from someone else then does what they have 
learned. 

Read Matthew 4:18-22 

Question Answer Hints 

Who did Jesus call to be His disciples? Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John. 
 

And what did they do? They stopped what they were doing and 
followed Jesus.  They became disciples. 

Read Matthew 28:18-20 

Question Answer Hints 

What power does Jesus have? All power.  He is all powerful. 

What does Jesus tell us to go and do? Make disciples, baptize them, teach them. 

Who is with us all of the time? God, Jesus. 

Read Acts 2:40-42 

Question Answer Hints 

What did Peter tell the people to do? Save yourselves from this crooked generation 



 
 

What do we see the people do next? Got baptized, Devoted themselves to learning 
about God, eating together (fellowship), and 
prayer. 

How can our family do those things?  

Read Luke 14:25-33 

Question Answer Hints 

What does Jesus say we should love above 
everything else? 

Him.  Nothing should be higher than our love 
and devotion to Jesus.  Not even ourselves or 
our families. 

What should we do before we decide to be a 
disciple, follower, of Jesus? 

Count the cost - understand what it takes.  A 
sports comparison might be good.  If you 
want to be the quarterback what must you do 
first? 

How can you become a disciple of Jesus? 1. Admit you are a sinner and need Him 
to save you. 

2. Believe that Jesus is God and your 
savior. 

3. Confess that Jesus is the Lord over 
your life - that you follow Him 
completely. 

Activity 

Building A Tower 
Using Lego, blocks, even sticks to build a tower. See who can build theirs the tallest.  In the 
process, talk about how they should plan their tower, even draw a plan.  Gather up the blocks or 
sticks.  Stress that a strong tower will have a good plan and firm foundation.  
 
When we are a strong disciple we should understand what that means and go into it completely. 
If you did not plan your tower well, it fell down.  With a good plan you will go farther.  When 
following Jesus we should know that He wants our whole lives.  Then we can put Him first and 
follow Him completely. 



 
 

Recap 
Jesus is calling us to be His 
followers, His disciples.  We 
should understand what that 
means and completely devote 
ourselves to Him.  That does not 
mean we throw out our toys and 
stop going to baseball games.  It 
means that Jesus becomes the 
most important person in our lives 
and we do everything to follow 
Him and bring glory to Him. 
 
Next week we will learn about a 
specific disciple named Peter. 

Memory verse 
“‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, 
‘and I will send you out to fish for 
people.’” Matthew 4:19 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask God to 
show you the things in your lives 
that you put before Him. Ask 
Jesus to help you devote your life 
completely to Him. 
  



 
 

Lesson 4: Peter, the 
Rock 
Please cover this lesson during the week 
of July 23, 2018.  The first few sections 
are designed for you, the parent, to read 
before you sit down with your child.  This 
will give you some background on the 
lesson.  After you have read the Lesson 
Overview and Parent Prep sections then 
use the Family Time, Activity, and Recap 
sections to teach your child. 

Lesson Overview 
In this lesson we will introduce the main 
character for Kids Kamp, Peter.  Peter is 
the leader of the 12 disciples that Jesus called and everybit a devoted disciple of Jesus.  We 
want to see that Peter was a normal guy that Jesus called to to extraordinary things.  Jesus is 
calling us to the same. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  Ask that the Holy Spirit guide you 
to teach them that God used Peter and He is ready to use us as well. 

Reconnect 
Last week we looked at disciples and how to become a disciple.  This week, and all of Kids 
Kamp, we are looking at one specific disciple: Peter. 

Bible Verses 

John 1:40-42 
40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 



 
 

and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means 
Peter). 

 
Andrew and Simon (Peter) are brothers and partners in the fishing business.  They live on the 
Sea of Galilee - a place we will look at with our first two days of Kids Kamp.  We need a bit of 
background to understand this passage.  
 
John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin and God had appointed him as a prophet.  He was a few 
months older than Jesus and the work of his ministry had been to get people ready for Jesus to 
come.  John the Baptist had been preaching and baptizing people in the wilderness and had 
attracted a following.  It was not uncommon for a teacher to gain disciples, or followers and 
John had a few.  One of those was Andrew.  In John 1:35 we see Andrew standing around with 
John the Baptist as Jesus walks by.  John singles Jesus out as the Lamb of God, or the 
Messiah.  When Andrew heard this he left John, a prophet of God, and followed Jesus, God 
Himself. 
 
Andrew, in his excitement and joy, went to tell his brother Simon (Peter) that he had found the 
Messiah, Jesus.  The Jewish people during this time were expecting the Messiah to come and 
restore the kingdom of God.  Andrew brings Simon Peter to Jesus and Jesus renames him to 
Peter. 
 
If you are wondering about this renaming thing Jesus does, it is not uncommon to see someone 
renamed in the Bible when they begin to follow God.  This renaming is very symbolic.  Jesus 
calls him first Cephas.  In Aramaic, the language of the Jews, this means rock or stone.  The 
area was under Roman control and had been flooded with Greek influence for years so many 
Jews had taken to the Greek language, culture, and even names.  The Greek word for rock or 
stone is Petros.  Petros is where we get Peter.  So these names are really all the same thing, 
but we are seeing them pass through several language translations.  Later in the Bible Jesus 
says that on this rock (petra) I will build My church (Matthew 16:18.)  Peter does go on to be the 
leader of the early church after Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

John 6:60-68 
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept 
it?” 
 
61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this 
offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they 
are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus 
had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 
65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the 
Father has enabled them.” 



 
 

 
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
 
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 
Right before we get to this passage a couple of amazing things happened.  First, Jesus takes a 
kid’s lunch of a couple fish and few loaves of bread and causes it to multiply to feed 15,000+ 
people.  Later that night Jesus walks on the water to meet the disciples out in a boat, in the 
dark, in a storm… with no gps.  He even has Peter walk out on the water to meet Him.  The next 
morning they are back on the shore and this huge crowd has caught up to them… and the 
crowd is looking for breakfast.  Jesus had given them a free supper the night before and they 
are looking for the free breakfast that morning.  
 
In John 6:22-59 we get into Jesus teaching them that they should be seeking Him to fulfill them 
and not just some bread.  The language in there gets strange as Jesus talks about eating His 
flesh and drinking His blood.  These are all symbolic words to teach us that we should be 
seeking Jesus, not just our next meal.  That Jesus should be more important to us than even 
where our next sandwich should come from.  Jesus is saying we should seek Him, not all od the 
things we wish He could do for us.  Jesus is not there to give us a new car, a steak dinner, and a 
raise at work.  Jesus is there to give us eternal life.  It is not about the best of life right now, but 
is about the best life in eternity. 
That is hard for people to learn. 
 
So hard, in fact, we see in verse 
60 that many of Jesus followers 
could not handle it.  They began to 
leave.  In fact, they all left except 
the 12 disciples closests to Jesus. 
Jesus then asks them if they want 
to leave also.  That is a hard question.  
 
Would you want to leave after your expectations were shot?  
 
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
Peter, the fisherman turned disciple, knows that Jesus is truly God.  Jesus is the Holy God sent 
to save us from our sin and bring us to Himself forever.  
 
Where else can we go? 



 
 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have 
to answer, or maybe there is not an 
answer at all.  These are just things 
to ponder as you think about this 
lesson. 

● Why do bad things 
sometimes happen to Jesus’ 
followers? 

● What would your life be like if God gave you everything you asked for all the time? 
● How has your role as a parent helped you understand your role as a child of God? 

Looking Forward 
In the next lesson your child will be at Kids Kamp.  This parent guide has a summary of what 
they are learning each day to help you follow up with them when they come back home. 

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes and pray with your child asking the Holy Spirit to help you devote yourselves 
to Jesus like Peter did. 

Opening Question 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Do you remember what is disciple is? A follower of God. 

 
Say:  Today we are going to learn about one disciple named Peter. 
 

Read John 1:40-42 

Question Answer Hints 

Who did John the Baptist say Jesus was? The Lamb of God 

Who told Peter about Jesus? His brother Andrew 



 
 

Who would you go tell about Jesus?  

Why do you think Jesus gave Peter a new 
name? 

It was a sign of his new life as a disciple. 

 

Read John 6:60-68 
 

Question Answer Hints 

What was hard for the disciples? The fact that they should be wholly devoted 
to Jesus instead of just seeking what He 
could do for them. 

If you could get one thing from God, what 
would you want that to be? 

Let your child answer freely, then try to follow 
up with the passing value of most things they 
would ask for like a toy, a dirt bike, or a video 
game.  We want them to see that the only gift 
worth receiving is eternal life with Jesus. 

What does it mean that “The Spirit gives life, 
but the flesh counts for nothing?” 

That the only thing that matters is our 
relationship with Jesus.  Nothing in this world 
matters in comparison to Him. 

Activity 

Simon Says 
A disciple like Peter followed and did what Jesus commanded all the way to his death. 
Disciples follow Jesus.  Play a few games of Simon says and reinforce that Jesus is our Lord, 
we do what He says. 

Recap 
Peter was a normal guy that God called to to big things.  We are in the same boat.  We are 
normal people with a call to do great things through Jesus.  We must first realize that Jesus is 
God and make Him the most important thing in our lives.  We should center everything we do 
around the glory of God. 
 
Next week we will learn about a specific disciple named Peter. 



 
 

Memory verse 
“We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” John 6:69 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask God to show you how to center your life around what He is calling you 
to do. 
  



 
 

Admit Summary 

Start With Prayer 
Ask God to open your child’s heart today 
as they learn about Him and what He 
has planned for their lives.  It is always 
amazing to hear what the Holy Spirit 
reveals when we are free of distractions 
and ready to learn.  Ask that your child 
be ready to learn today. 

Bible Verses 
Today your child will be learning about 
Jesus calling His first disciples.  This 
story is wrapped up in a fishing scene 
where Peter and Jesus go out in Peter's 
boat and catch more fish than Peter ever dreamed of.  During the Bible study segments of Kids 
Kamp we are going to play off of that fishing story to learn about Peter’s realization that Jesus 
was not just another teacher, but He was God.  Peter admits that Jesus is God and so should 
we.  Our theme word for today is admit. 

Luke 5:1-11 
5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, 
left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. 
 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 
 
5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
 
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began 
to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and 
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
 



 
 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; 
I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish 
they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. 
 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● Why did Jesus get into the boat to begin with? 
● What would cause Simon Peter to be willing to take Jesus out in his boat? 
● Peter starts by calling Jesus master (v.5) then ends with Lord (v.8).  What are the 

differences in those titles? 
● Peter had been a fisherman, but Jesus called him to be a fisher of men.  What does that 

mean? 

Recap 
Today we are teaching that Jesus really is God, 
the same God that made the universe.  The 
same God that has a plan for us.  We are 
learning that we are all sinful and need God to 
save us.  When we admit that we are sinners 
and that Jesus is God we will be saved.  Peter 
understood that he was sinful.  Romans 3:23 
reminds us that we all are sinful and fall short of 
the glory of God. 
 
The theme verse for Kids Kamp is Romans 
10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.” 
 
Pray that your child will call upon the name of the Lord today. 

  



 
 

Believe Summary 

Start With Prayer 
Ask God to help your child understand 
that Jesus is God and He rules over 
everything.  He is the king of the universe 
and has a plan for our lives. 

Bible Verses 
Today your child will be learning about 
Jesus and Peter walking on the water. 
This happens on the same lake as the 
giant catch in yesterday’s lesson.  Jesus 
sends the disciples out in a boat and a 
huge storms comes up.  Hours later, 
Jesus walks out to the boat in the dark of 
night, in a huge storm, and finds the disciples scared for their lives.  Peter asks to come to 
Jesus on the water.  All the others see this is and believe that Jesus truly is the Son of God. 
Our theme word for today is believe. 

Matthew 14:22-33 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up 
on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the 
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. 
 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 
cried out in fear. 
 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
 
29 “Come,” he said. 
 



 
 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” 
 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, 
“why did you doubt?” 
 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● Why did Jesus pray alone? 
○ Is it hard for you to find time away from work, your kids, and all of life to just be 

alone and pray? 
● Where did the huge storm come from that tossed the disciples’ boat all around? 
● How can you relate to the disciples when they are lost, in the dark, in a storm, and 

scared that the events around them will destroy them?  Have you been where it is all just 
overwhelming and nothing you can do will save you? 

● Luke 1:37 tells us nothing is impossible with God and Romans 10:13 says all that call on 
the name of the Lord will be saved. 

● What does Peter do right before he starts to sink? 

Recap 
Today we see an impossible situation for the 
disciples.  They are hopelessly lost in the night, in 
the dark, in a storm completely unable to help 
themselves.  Here comes Jesus like a superhero 
to save them.  Peter believes in Jesus, walks on 
the water, and begins to doubt.  Jesus lifts him up 
and calms the storm.  All of the disciples then 
believe that Jesus truly is the Son of God.  Have 
you believed that Jesus truly is the Son of God? 
Come to worship at Kids Kamp tonight and let us 

introduce you personally to a relationship with Jesus.  Romans 6:23 teaches us that the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
 
The theme verse for Kids Kamp is Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.” 
 
Pray that your child will believe today that Jesus is truly the Son of God. 



 
 

Confess Summary 

Start With Prayer 
Ask God to help your child be bold in 
their faith in God so that no matter 
what they face they can trust the God 
is in control.  Even when they are in 
the dark, in the night, feeling lost 
without hope, Jesus can save them. 

Bible Verses 
Today your child will be learning 
about Peter’s amazing jailbreak. 
Herod, the ruler at that time, has 
arrested one of the disciples and had 
his head cut off.  He then has Peter 
arrested with the same instructions to cut his head off.  In the middle of the night an angel 
shows up and breaks Peter out of jail.  Peter immediately goes to the other Christians to tell 
them, to confess to them, what happened. Our theme word for today is confess. 

Acts 12:1-17 
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to 
seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After 
arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of 
four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 
 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly 
an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side 
and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
 
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the 
prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he 
thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came 



 
 

to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. 
When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were hoping would happen.” 
 
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at 
the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she 
recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and 
exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 
 
15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they 
said, “It must be his angel.” 
 
16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were 
astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the 
Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about 
this,” he said, and then he left for another place. 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● Why is Herod going after the disciples and killing them? 
● What are the other Christians doing while Peter is in jail? 
● Why are there so many guards with Peter? 
● We see Peter in jail, in the night, in the dark, locked up, chained down, waiting to have 

his head cut off.  Most would call that a hopeless situation.  Can you relate to a hopeless 
time in your life?  Maybe that time is right now. 

● Peter fully wakes up in verse 11 and realizes what has happened.  How do you think he 
felt realizing he was just saved by an angel? 

● What were the other Christians so shocked to see Peter out of jail? 
● Why are we sometimes so doubtful of an answer to prayer, even to grumble about it? 

Why do we pray for rain and grumble about having just washed the car? 

Recap 
Today your child learned about 
confessing, telling, what God has done 
in their lives.  When they return from 
Kids Kamp they will be full of stories 
about that they learned and did.  Be 



 
 

eager to hear those stories and connect with what you learned as well.  This can be a life 
changing experience for your family. 
 
The theme verse for Kids Kamp is Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.” 
 
Pray that your child will confess that Jesus is the Lord of their life.  



 
 

Camp Lesson 
Wrap-up - Sunday 
Morning. 

Start With Prayer 
Ask God to speak to your heart today. 
Join us for the final worship service. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Bible Verses 
Read again the three passages we 
covered at Kids Kamp.  How have 
these transformed your life this 
weekend? 

Luke 5:1-11 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Matthew 14:22-33 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 12:1-17 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  



 
 

Lesson 5: Master or 
Lord 
Please cover this lesson during the week 
of July 30, 2018.  The first few sections 
are designed for you, the parent, to read 
before you sit down with your child.  This 
will give you some background on the 
lesson.  After you have read the Lesson 
Overview and Parent Prep sections then 
use the Family Time, Activity, and Recap 
sections to teach your child. 

Lesson Overview 
This lesson revisits the great fishing 
story in Luke 5:1-11.  Your child learned about this story on day 1 of Kids Kamp.  In this lesson 
we are looking mostly at two words that Peter uses to address Jesus: master and Lord.  Our 
goal is to see Jesus as the Lord over everything, not just a boss in charge of a few things. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  Ask that the Holy Spirit continue 
to work on their heart to grow them closer to Jesus. 

Reconnect 
Last week your child looked at three events in the life of the disciple Peter.  The first of those 
was a great fishing story where Jesus caused Peter to catch so many fish that the boat almost 
sank.  Peter realized he was a sinful person and also admitted that Jesus was God. 

Bible Verses 
As you read this with your child, make special note of the two titles used to address Jesus. 
Those are bolded below. 

Luke 5:1-11 
5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, 



 
 

left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. 
 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 
 
5 Simon answered, “ Master , we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
 
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began 
to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and 
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
 
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord ; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch 
of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. 
 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
 

The New Testament of the Bible was mostly written in Greek.  The gospel of Luke was in Greek 
as was the book of Acts - both written by a man named Luke.  It can be very helpful to look back 
at the words used in the original Greek language to help us understand the meaning.  For 
example, we use the word “love” for many things.  We love our children, but we also love 
nachos.  We love a sports team, but we also love our spouse.  Those are different kinds or 
depths of love.  In the greek there were four words used to describe different kinds of love.  In 
this lesson we are looking at two words used by Peter to describe Jesus: master and Lord. 
While those might seem almost the same, there is a very important difference we will look at. 
 
In verse 5 we see the first title Peter uses to address Jesus. Peter calls Jesus “master.”  The 
Greek word for this is epistatēs (ep-is-tat'-ace).  Don’t worry, we already talked about these 
Greek words at Kids Kamp with your child.  This is not anything too difficult for them to 
understand.  In fact, children will often grasp these language concepts more readily than adults 
will. 
 
Epistatēs or master, is a noun that is used for a superintendent, overseer, teacher,  or 
commander.  If we use those words in the same verse it would read like this: 
 

5 Simon answered, “ Superintendent , we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 



 
 

5 Simon answered, “ Overseer , we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 
5 Simon answered, “ Teacher , we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 
5 Simon answered, “ Commander , we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 
In any of those words, we would recognize that they refer to a person in charge.  In the school, 
the superintendent is the big boss.  In a job your overseer is your boss.  In the classroom the 
teacher is the boss.  In a military unit, the commander is the boss.  What Peter is saying here is, 
“Listen, boss.  We are professional fisherman.  We have grown up on this lake and fish here 
every night to make a living.  We know how and when to catch the fish here.  We fished all night 
and caught nothing.  I realize you are a master (boss, teacher) so out of respect I will do what 
you as, but I am telling you - they ain’t biting.” 
 
You can almost hear Jesus, smiling, say, “Humor me, Peter.  Let’s go fishing.” 
 
We know that next comes the greatest catch of fish Peter has ever had.  Everything about this is 
the opposite of what Peter expects.  Much of the time Jesus does big things in ways we would 
never expect. 
 
Skip down to verse 8 and note the word Peter uses to address Jesus now.  He uses the word 
Lord.  The Greek word here is kurios (koo'-ree-os).  This is also a noun and means supreme 
authority, God.  Let’s replace that word to see how it reads: 
 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Supreme Authority ; I am a sinful man!”  
 
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me,  God ; 
I am a sinful man!”  
 

Think of all the authorities we have 
in our lives.  Bosses at work, 
government officials for the country, 
policemen on the roads, doctors for 
our health.  The list could go on 
and on.  These are all limited 
authorities, however.  The 
policeman must follow the law and 
his authority is only for a specific 
area.  Your boss can direct things 



 
 

at work, but outside of work has no authority.  In fact, not one of those could be called a 
supreme authority. 
 
In this scene, Peter would have been the authority of fishing.  He was a professional and had 
spend years upon years making a living on that lake.  He was the boss of this fishing company. 
He knew how to catch fish, but he could not control the fish.  See, Jesus is the supreme 
authority.  He is the commander of everything.  Even the wind and the waves obey Him.  When 
Jesus told Peter to drop his nets, He also told the fish to get in them.  Even the fish obey Him.  
 
We see Peter change from knowing that Jesus is a person in charge of some things, a person 
with some authority to a person with  all authority .  Jesus is not just a good teacher about faith, 
He created and sustains faith. 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● If Jesus is the supreme authority, why is there so much bad in this world? 
● How can we know that Jesus is the supreme authority? 
● What would my family look like if I focused 

my actions to follow Jesus? 

Looking Forward 
Next week we will learn about the purpose of God 
and our role in that.  

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes and pray with your child that 
you will see Jesus as the supreme authority, as 
God and not just a man who taught good things. 

Opening Question 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Who is the boss of the house?  The school? 
(other places your child can name…) 

 



 
 

What does a boss do? Runs the operation, tells others what do do, 
has responsibility to get things done 

Are some bosses bigger than others? 
 

Sure.  General is greater than a captain.  A 
president is greater than a congressman. 

Do you remember when Peter and Jesus 
caught a lot of fish? 

It was day 1 of Kids Kamp. 

Read Luke 5:1-11 and emphasize the words master and Lord. 

Question Answer Hints 

What did Peter call Jesus at the beginning? Master 

What does that mean? Boss, overseer, teacher, limited authority. 

What does Peter call Jesus after the giant 
catch? 
 

Lord, God, supreme authority. 

What is a supreme authority? One that is in charge of everything 
everywhere.  No one is greater. 

How can Jesus be the Lord, the supreme 
authority of your life? 

 

Have you asked Jesus to be the Lord for 
you? 

 

 
This could be a life changing moment for your child if they ask Jesus to be their Lord.  There is 
not a magic thing to say that causes this to happen.  If your child has not asked Jesus to be 
their Lord and they want to do that, pray simple words with them.  Tell God that you are sinful 
and need Him to save you.  Ask Him to be the Lord of your life.  God is not looking for the 
words, but looking for the honest heart that means it.  Let your child pray to receive Jesus in 
their own words. 

Activity 

Fish Tag 
This activity is a variation of the classic game, “tag.”  Each person playing is a fish and one 
person is a fisherman.  The fisherman has to tag the fish to “catch” them.  Once caught, the fish 
is out until the next round.  Pick a tree, sign, etc that could be base.  A fish can stay on base for 



 
 

the count of five then they have to swim away.  Play a few times selecting a different person to 
be the fisherman. 
 
The goal in this activity is to connect with the scene of fishing, but also the call on Peter to be 
fishers of men.  You might reinforce after the game that Jesus wants us to go out and catch men 
to be His disciples. 

Recap 
Jesus is more than a 
good teacher, more than 
a great man.  Jesus is 
God.  He is the supreme 
authority over everything. 
He is calling us to submit 
our lives and make Him 
our Lord. 

Memory verse 
“Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” Romans 10:13 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask 
God to work in your family 
to make Jesus the Lord 
over everyone in your 
house.  Thank God for 
His work in your child’s 
life. 
  



 
 

Lesson 6: It’s Not 
About Me 
Please cover this lesson during the week of 
August 6, 2018.  The first few sections are 
designed for you, the parent, to read before 
you sit down with your child.  This will give 
you some background on the lesson.  After 
you have read the Lesson Overview and 
Parent Prep sections then use the Family 
Time, Activity, and Recap sections to teach 
your child. 

Lesson Overview 
This week we are looking at Matthew 
14:22-33 when Jesus and Peter walk on 
water.  We will work through tough concepts that put Jesus in a new light with control over the 
entire world - even the storms. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  Ask that they continue to learn 
about Jesus and have a hunger for reading His word. 

Reconnect 
Last week we looked at Jesus as the supreme authority, Lord of all.  

Bible Verses 

Matthew 14:22-33 
2 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up 
on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the 
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. 
 



 
 

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 
cried out in fear. 
 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
 
29 “Come,” he said. 
 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” 
 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, 
“why did you doubt?” 
 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

One of the hardest questions to answer is why do bad things happen to good people.  There are 
no easy words to share that help to assure you that being a good person will result in good 
things coming your way.  At no time in the Bible are we promised that following Jesus will make 
us have more money, more status, or more safety in the world.  What we are promised is that no 
matter what happens to us in this life, when we devote ourselves to following Jesus we will 
spend eternity with Him in heaven.  Our focus should not be on the best life we can give our 
families now on earth, but on the best life we can secure for their eternities.  That means having 
a devotion to Jesus that will not be shaken even when the world around us seems to crumble. 
 
We know that the disciples had at least four full-time, professional fishermen in their group. 
James, John, Andrew, and Peter had made their living on the Sea of Galilee for their entire 
lives.  They knew the lake, they knew how to pilot a boat, they knew how to handle storms. 
Even with all of that we see them in a dire situation the night that Jesus sent them out.  The trip 
should have been an easy one rowing along the shore on the northern part of the lake.  We can 
almost hear the theme song of Gilligan’s Island as this one starts out, “A three hour tour…” 
 
Before long a big storm kicks up and blows them way out into the middle of the lake.  The lake is 
about 13 miles long and 8 miles wide.  It is one big, open body of water.  When a storm kicked 
up it could get wild in a hurry out there.  The Bible tells us that the disciples were in the middle, a 
place they should never have been.  They were so far out because the wind had pushed them 
off course.  They really were lost, in a storm, in the night, in the dark.  Two things make this 
even harder: 

● They were doing exactly what Jesus told them to do. 



 
 

● Jesus was in control the whole time. 
 
We even see at the end that Jesus got into the boat and the storm went away.  

 
Matthew 8:23-27 describes a similar scene when they disciples and Jesus were on the lake and 
a great storm came up.  Jesus was asleep and the disciples woke Him fearing that they would 
sink and die.  He wakes up and tells the storm to stop - and it was calm.  “What sort of man is 
this, that even the winds and sea obey him?” 
 
See, Jesus is in control of everything.  That storm was no accident.  The disciples being blown 
off course was not an accident.  Those things happened so the disciples could see the glory of 
God in action.  We will run into storms in our lives to reveal the glory of God to us as well.  We 
can either look for His glory or we can deny God and feel sorry for ourselves. 

 
You see, your life, my life… those 
are not really about you and me. 
We were created to glorify God. 
He made us and gave us a 
purpose, but our sinful hearts draw 
us away and make us focus on 
ourselves instead of Him.  It is a 
daily challenge to take our eyes off 
of us and put them on the God 
who made us. 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● Do you think Jesus really allows some of the storms in our lives?  Why? 
● Why do bad things happen to good people? 
● If you were God, would you just make everything peaceful and easy all of the time? 
● Look back at Genesis chapters 1-3.  What would life be like if sin never entered the 

world? 

Looking Forward 
Next week we will learn about a man that was born blind and Jesus gave him sight - for the 
glory of God. 



 
 

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes and pray with your child and ask 
the Holy Spirit to show you how to live life that brings 
glory to Jesus rather than to yourself. 

Opening Question 
 

Question Answer Hints 

What is the worst thing that has ever 
happened to you? 

It is OK to share a hard time from your own 
life here too. 

 
Say: Today we are going 
to talk about a life that 
brings glory to God rather 
than ourselves.  The 
disciples learned an 
important lesson when 
Jesus walked out to them 
on the water. 

Read Matthew 
14:22-33 
 
Use this map to show 
your child the lake noting 
the path should have 
been on the northern 
shore from around 
Bethsaida to Capernaum. 
See if your child can find 
those places and trace 
the route by boat. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Question Answer Hints 

Where should the disciples have gone? From the area of Bethsaida to Capernaum 

Why were they so far off course? A great storm came up and blew the boat off 
course 

Why do you think such a storm came up? Jesus want to show the disciples that He was 
master over everything.  The supreme 
authority.  He is Lord of All. 
 

How did the disciples react to the big storm? They were scared to death. 

What did Jesus do when He got into the 
boat? 

Calmed the storm. 

How did the disciples react to Jesus calming 
the storm? 

They worshiped (glorified) God. 

What are some things like might seem like 
scary storms in our lives? 

Grandma gets real sick, dad goes to jail, the 
dog gets run over…  

How can we glorify God in those times? By trusting that He will help us through and 
that a better life is coming in heaven. 

Read: Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 
 
Say:  When we follow Jesus and do what He has for us, we can trust that He is working 
everything out for our good.  That means He is working everything out that we might worship 
Him. 
 

Question Answer Hints 

Why did God make us? To worship Him. 

How do we live a life that worships Him? By not showing everyone how great we are, 
but telling God how great He is. 

How can you use what you have to worship 
(glorify) God? 

 



 
 

How can our family do a better job of 
glorifying God? 

 

Activity 

Map of Heaven 
In this activity your child will create a map of heaven.  The lesson showed a map of the Sea of 
Galilee that Jesus and His disciples went on.  Jesus was the supreme authority over that lake 
and is also the supreme authority over heaven.  The only way we get to enter heaven with Him 
is by making Him our Lord.  Draw a picture of what you think heaven will be like.  Let your child 
use their imagination and really think about what a perfect heaven will be like. 
 
The purpose of this activity is to reinforce that Jesus is Lord and everything should bring glory to 
Him.  Our desire is to direct all glory to God. 

Recap 
This life is about worshiping God.  Many things 
will happen to us.  Good things and bad things 
will happen in our lives.  We should keep our 
focus on what God is showing us in all of those 
good things.  We were created to glorify God, to 
make His name great.  We were not created to 
glorify ourselves and make our own names 
great. 
 
Next week we will learn about a man born blind 
so that his life could show Jesus’ glory to others. 

Memory verse 
Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask God to help your family glorify God. 
  



 
 

Lesson 7: To The Glory 
of God 
Please cover this lesson during the week of 
August 13, 2018.  The first few sections are 
designed for you, the parent, to read before 
you sit down with your child.  This will give 
you some background on the lesson.  After 
you have read the Lesson Overview and 
Parent Prep sections then use the Family 
Time, Activity, and Recap sections to teach 
your child. 

Lesson Overview 
The object of this lesson is to teach that all 
things can glorify God, even when we feel like 
it can’t. 

Parent Prep 

Start with prayer 
Before you begin, spend a few minutes praying for your child.  Ask that the Holy Spirit make you 
a good example of a life that is lived to make God’s name great. 

Reconnect 
Last week we looked at Matthew 14:22-33 and learned that this life is really not about us, but 
about God.  He is the supreme authority over this world and our lives. 

Bible Verses 

Acts 12:1-17 
12 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to 
seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After 
arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of 
four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 



 
 

 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly 
an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side 
and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
 
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the 
prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he 
thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came 
to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. 
When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were hoping would happen.” 
 
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at 
the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she 
recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and 
exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 
 
15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they 
said, “It must be his angel.” 
 
16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were 
astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the 
Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about 
this,” he said, and then he left for another place. 
 

We covered this passage at Kids Kamp on day 3.  Your child learned about Peter’s great 
escape and how he went and told (confessed) to the others about what had happened.  This 
week we want to look at this event and ask the question, “Why?” 

● Why did James have to die 
● Why did Peter get thrown in jail? 
● Why did the angel break him out? 
● Why did he go and tell the others? 
● Why? 

 



 
 

The quick answer is, “So God can be glorified.”  Some insight into that answer can be found in 
John chapter 9.  We are looking at the whole chapter here because it is so rich. The core of the 
lesson appears in verses 1-5, but the rest of the chapter explains much more about the, “Why?” 

John 9 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of 
him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” 
 

Did you catch that?  This guy was born blind and the people assume it is a punishment for some 
sin.  We fall into that don’t we?  Someone gets hurt or wronged and we say, “He got what he 
had coming…” or a child is born with some problem and we say, “With all the bad she has done, 
no wonder…”  Jesus, however, puts this in new light.  Verse 3 sums it up that the man was born 
blind so that God’s work could be displayed in him.  That is, to show the glory of God.  Let’s 
read on to see that work being displayed. 

 
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on 
the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means 
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 
 
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the 
same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 
 
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
 
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
 
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 
 
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told 
me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 
 
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 
 
“I don’t know,” he said. 
 
 
 



 
 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on 
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 
Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on 
my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 
 
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.” 
 
But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 
 
17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was 
your eyes he opened.” 
 
The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
 
18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say 
was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 
 
20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 
But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; 
he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus 
was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, 
“He is of age; ask him.” 
 
24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by 
telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 
 
25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was 
blind but now I see!” 
 
26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
 
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 
 
28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are 
disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t 
even know where he comes from.” 
 



 
 

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, 
yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to 
the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a 
man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
 
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And 
they threw him out. 
 

What an amazing scene.  Jesus performed a 
miracle to make this man see for the first time in his 
life.  The man does not know who Jesus is or 
anything about Him, but he knows he was blind and 
now he sees.  The Pharisees were the religious 
leaders at the time.  They brought in the man to 
investigate this miracle.  Even with the witness of 
his parents and the miracle they could not accept 
that Jesus was sent by God.  In the end they reject 
both Jesus and throw the man out.  
 

Spiritual Blindness 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 
 
36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
 
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
 
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
 
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and 
those who see will become blind.” 
 
40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we 
blind too?” 
 
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim 
you can see, your guilt remains. 
 

Jesus catches back up to the man and introduces Himself.  Once the man knows who Jesus is 
the only thing he can do is worship.  It is the same in our lives.  We are created to be this way 
and we can’t help it.  When our hearts finally meet Jesus we cannot help but worship Him.  We 
are wired to glorify God.  
 



 
 

Carefully note verse 41.  Eternity hangs on this verse right here.  There was a time when you 
did not know about Jesus, but now you do.  There was a time when you were spiritually blind, 

but now you see.  Since you see, 
since you know you are responsible 
for what you do with the knowledge 
of Jesus.  
 
It really is that black and white. 
There is no part time disciple of 
Jesus.  We cannot be a good 
“Sunday Christian.”  No, you are 
either all in or you are out and this 
verse tells us it is time to make the 
decision.  What will you decide? 

 

Things To Ponder 
These are not questions you have to answer, or maybe there is not an answer at all.  These are 
just things to ponder as you think about this lesson. 

● How much of your day can you honestly say is lived to honor God? 
● What in your life has seemed like a curse, but you later saw it as a blessing? 
● Why would the pharisees, the religious leaders, have such a hard time knowing who 

Jesus was? 

Family Time 

Start with prayer 
Take a few minutes and pray with your 
child.  Thank God for His grace and 
mercy.  Ask Him to charge your family to 
live for His glory. 

Opening Question 

Question Answer Hints 

Who is your favorite sports star, singer, or 
actress? 
 

 



 
 

What would you say to them if you had the 
opportunity to meet them?  Would you ask for 
an autograph? 

 

Do you remember when Peter broke out of 
jail?  Tell me that story. 

 

Read Acts 12:1-11 - unless your child recalls the story accurately, then just go 
with their retelling. 

Question Answer Hints 

Why was Peter in jail? 
 

● Herod wanted to kill him to win favor 
with the Jews 

● God wanted to show His glory and 
supreme authority.  

How did Peter get out of jail? An angel came and they walked out together. 

What did Peter do next? Went to tell the other Christians about it. 

Read John 9:1-5 

Question Answer Hints 

Why was the man born blind? So God’s work, God’s glory, could be shown. 

Read John 9:6-34 

Question Answer Hints 

What did the blind man do after Jesus healed 
him? 

He went went home and told everyone what 
happened. 

Who did the man tell next after his 
neighbors? 

The pharisees, the religious leaders of the 
time. 

Why do you think Jesus healed this man and 
sent him away? 

So that others would see what God had done 
and worship Him. 

What did the pharisees do to the man? They kicked him out.  They also rejected the 
message about Jesus. 



 
 

Read John 9:35-41 

Question Answer Hints 

What did the man do when he learned who 
Jesus was? 

He believed and worshiped Jesus. 
 

What should we do now that we have learned 
who Jesus is? 

We should worship Him. 
 

Activity 

Blindfolded Treasure Hunt 
In this activity you layout a treasure hunt with simple instructions like: 

● 10 paces from the porch 
● Turn left 
● Go to the big tree 
● Turn right 
● 15 paces 

The trick is that the person looking is blindfolded.  They can’t see where they are or what is 
ahead of them.  The others’ job is to guide them with words through the treasure hunt. Take a 
few turns so different people make the course while another is blindfolded.  When the 
blindfolded person finds the treasure, celebrate with cheers and clapping. 
 
The object here is to connect with the blind man in his experience with Jesus.  Jesus healed 
him, but he didn’t even know what Jesus looked like.  Even without seeing, he knew Jesus was 
from God.  Once he did see Jesus he worshipped Jesus. 

Recap 
Jesus is God.  We are created to worship 
Him.  All of our lives should be lived to 
glorify God.  Our battle cry is, “To the 
glory of God.”  Will you make Him your 
Lord and worship Him today? 
 

Memory verse 
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 



 
 

be glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18 

Prayer 
Close in prayer and ask God to continue to work on your family to grow in grace and knowledge 
of Jesus your Lord. 
 
  



 
 

What’s Next? 
Thank you for following this parent guide with your child.  We hope that it has been a life 
changing and enlightening experience.  While this book is over, it is not the end of your job to 
teach your child about God.  Here are three great things to continue to do with your child: 

Join a Local Church 
The local church was started by Jesus and the first pastor was Peter.  That church continues 
today.  We always welcome you at First Baptist Church, but our true desire is that you find a 
church that teaches the truth about Jesus, fits your family, and welcomes you.  Keeping your 
family involved in a local church is very important. 

Pray Together 
Prayer is not hard and the more we do it the more comfortable it becomes.  Spend time in 
prayer alone each day and together with your family.  Encourage your children to pray alone as 
well.  

Read The Bible 
The Bible reveals God to us.  Why would we not want to read it?  Start with the book of John 
and slowly work your way through the rest of the New Testament.  Reading the Bible is not a 
race or a burden, but a privilege.  Slowly read through and stop to ask questions. 

1. Where is this place on a map? 
2. Why did he say that? 
3. What does this part mean? 

There are a lot or resources to help you understand the Bible, but the ultimate resource is God’s 
Holy Spirit.  Ask God to reveal to you what the Bible means. 
 
We pray that you might know the one, true God and trust Him as your Savior and Lord.  He is 
the way, the truth, and the life.  All who call upon His name will be saved.  



 
 

 


