
FINANCIALS

 Worship   S.S. 

1/6       244    122 
1/13    189      90 
1/20    235    122 
1/27    215    annual mtg 

Midweek 
1/2 142 
1/9 131 
1/16 157 
1/23 155 

 1/30   canceled  

General Fund Giving: 
Jan.       YTD 

  20,153.18        20,153.18 
 Expenses:  

Jan.      YTD  
  51,085.62  51,085.62

General Fund 
Bank Balance  

as of  
Jan. 31 

$64,045.97 

Missions Fund 
  Qtrly. Obligation  

$14,462.50 
1st quarter balance 

as of Feb. 24 
$7680.45 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
3/3 Joel & Wendy Ivarson
3/10 Nick & Becky Erdmann
3/17 Bethany Hancock & Kristin Patterson
3/24 Craig & Lynn Ivarson
3/31 Kent & Laura Lundquist

WORSHIP SERVICE
3/3 Joel & Sarah Gnade, Kristen Peterson,

Lyle & Sue Peterson
3/10 Joleen & Abby Stout, Lorna Wilson, 

Dave & Sally Carlson
3/17 Charity, Joel, Lily, Grace Anderson, Deb Z
3/24 Vernon Tjossem, Laci Kenney, April 

Wilson, Debbie Kelley, Carolyn Kranig
3/31 Karen Mugge, Abby Grace Caldwell, 

Ally Badker, Denise Lundell, Christi P.

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
3/6 Christina Dobson, Karen Louscher
3/13 Lloyd Peterson, Christi Patterson
3/20 Ron & Jan Brown
3/27 Cindy & Bruce Godbersen

PRAYER ROOM
3/3 Paul & Faye Ehmcke
3/10 Randy & Kay Jipp
3/17 Kent & Laura Lundquist
3/24 Ron & Danette Morgan
3/31 Joel & Andrea Orthmann

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
3/3 Wendy Ivarson, Cody & Kari Stika, Kayla Mayer
3/10 Bethany Hancock, Cory & Chrysta VanderPloeg,

Kayla Mayer
3/17 Donna Beier, Randy & Kay Jipp, Emily Adamson
3/24 Donna Beier, Delmer & Cindy Mogensen, Lyndsay 

Wolfswinkel, Lori Reusch
3/31 Wendy Ivarson, Andrew & Lauren Lichter, Sally 

Carlson

HEAD GREETER 
Torray Wilson
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ATTENDANCE

NURSERY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS
Joel and Sarah Gnade

MARCH 2019

If you switch serving times with someone, please 
notify the office at oakdale@oakdalechurch.com.

NURSERY

Bring items to pack in Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes all year long! Each month, we will focus on certain 
items we want you to donate. We are combining the February and March collection. This month, bring 
accessories such as sunglasses, wrist watches, jewelry, hair accessories, and quality craft items (handmade 
items) such as toys, clothing, jewelry. A donation box is in the workroom next to the office.  We will pack these 
items in OPCC shoeboxes in November.  Let’s have fun with this, and watch the donation box grow so we can 
pack more shoeboxes this year to be sent to children around the world! (samartinspurse.org)

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” I John 3:8b

Not too long ago I had an opportunity to do some electrical work in the basement of the parsonage.  I was 
pulling wire through a tight space in the unfinished basement bathroom on the way to where I was building a 
bedroom for my son.  It was to bring power from the panel, through a thick foundation wall, and to several 
outlets in the new space.  

Well, I pulled the wire from the other side of the wall, assuming that it would uncoil from the large roll I had 
set on the toilet seat and slide through the space just like I had figured.  But, of course, I was wrong; it didn’t. 
That rigid wire I was using wrapped itself around the nearby light bulb sort of like a noose.  And all it took 
was a little tug.  Then I heard the pop of the lightbulb breaking and the sound of glass fragments landing on 
the concrete floor.  Ugh!

As I was sweeping up the remains of the lightbulb I had just unintentionally severed from its base, I couldn’t 
help but think there must be a spiritual application or a sermon illustration there.  And now it has come, a 
verse from I John and the wonderful word picture that it paints.  Through Holy Spirit inspiration, the Apostle 
John explains that the reason God the Son became man and walked this earth was to “destroy the works of 
the devil” (I John 3:8b, ESV).

Now, the word that the Apostle uses in this verse, the word that is translated “destroy,” is the Greek word 
luo, and it most often refers to the act of untying or loosing something.  Many times throughout the New 
Testament it is used this way- when John the Baptist talked about being unworthy to untie the Messiah’s 
sandals (Mark 1:7) or the untying of the donkey and its colt that Jesus rode on during his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem (Matthew 21:2), the unraveling of Lazarus’ graveclothes following his resurrection at Jesus’ 
command (John 11:22) or the removal of the Apostle Paul’s chains before he testified to a Roman counsel 
(Acts 22:30).

But it can also mean to break or destroy something.  That is how it is used in Revelation 5:2, as the angel 
asks everyone in the throne room of God who is worthy to “open the scroll and break its seals,” and then 
one of the elders present proclaims that it is the risen, exalted Christ who is worthy to do so.  So, the Greek 
word lou can mean to untie or to tear apart.

Similar to the lightbulb in my basement bathroom, we all start out in life with a noose of sorts around our 
necks.  It’s not a rope or a piece of twelve-gauge wire.  Rather it’s sin and Satan’s influence in our lives.  
And apart from God’s gracious intervening, that means certain death, spiritual separation from God and 
ultimately eternity in hell.  In fact, the Scriptures describe all people as “dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  But as the Scriptures also express, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and his victory over 
the grave made it possible for every believer to be freed from Satan’s fetters and to have life, eternal and 
abundant life in Christ Jesus.

Friend, have you been set free through the Savior?  Has the redemption that His shed blood made available 
been applied to you?  If so, if you are saved, are you currently bound by a recurring sin or by shame or guilt 
or fear?  Then please, appropriate what God has made available to you.  Share your struggle with a fellow 
believer who will pray with and for you.  Renew your mind often as you read and meditate on God’s Word.  
And let go of that which the Scriptures tell you is untied, torn apart and unable to keep you bound any 
longer.  -Pastor Jonathan-

http://samartinspurse.org
http://samartinspurse.org


What’s Happening 

at Oakdale?

Oakdale Evangelical Free Church      
1207 450th St., Meriden IA  51037        

712-443-8385           
 oakdale@oakdalechurch.com             

 www.oakdalechurch.com

• Every Wednesday - Family 
Ministry Night

• Every Thursday - Ladies’ 
Reading Group at 9am

• Every Friday - Men’s Reading 
Group at Family Table 
Restaurant at 6:30am

• March 5 - Elders’ Mtg., 7pm

• March 7 - Quilting Adv.,1-6pm

• March 10 - Praise & Prayer 
Family Night, 6pm

• March 13 - Women’s Ministries 
Committee Mtg., 5pm

• March 14 - Helping Hands, 
10am, Bring a sack lunch.

• March 15 - Women’s Ministries 
Annual Mtg. & Bunco, 7pm

• March 17 - 90th Birthday Open 
House for Merle Wester, 2-4pm

• March 17 - ONE at Cindy & 
Delmer Mogensen’s, 6pm

• March 19 - General Bd Mtg 7pm

• March 20 - Foster Care/Adopt 
Support Grp., 6:45pm

• March 21 - Home School Art 
Class, 10am

• March 21 - Golden Oaks Fun 
Game Afternoon, 2pm

• March 26 - Missions Committee 
Mtg., 7pm

• March 31 - Worship Service at 
Accura Healthcare, 2pm

• March 31 - Oakdale Family 
Follies, 6pm

Jonathan Caldwell
Senior Pastor

651-788-1146
jcaldwell@oakdalechurch.com

Tyler Stauffer
Associate Pastor of Discipleship

815-793-8157
tstauffer@oakdalechurch.com

33rd Annual Sermons Ala Carte 
Sermons Ala Care is a worship service and lunch provided by the 
churches in Cherokee county and held every Wednesday during 
Lent at the Memorial Presbyterian Church located at 127 E. Willow 
Street in Cherokee. The worship service is from 12:05-12:30pm 
followed by a lunch with a fee of $3.00. Pastor Jonathan will lead the 
worship service on April 3, and Oakdale Church will provide salads 
and bars for the lunch, plus some workers.  A sign-up sheet to 
provide food and workers will be in the foyer.

Baby Bottle Campaign Fundraiser for Cherish House in 
Okoboji, IA
During the month of March, you may pick up a baby bottle from the 
table in the foyer & bring it back to the church filled with coins, bills, 
or a check to donate to the Cherish House, a safe and caring place 
for young women facing an unplanned pregnancy. More information 
about the Cherish House is available in the foyer and at 
www.cherishcenter.org.

Praise and Prayer Family Night
Sunday, March 10 at 6:00 pm
This will be an informal time of worship, sharing, and prayer. Come 
prepared to share a Scripture verse, a short testimony of how God is 
working in your life, or a lesson you have learned. We will enjoy an 
evening of hearing from members of our church family and praising 
God for His goodness. Please bring snacks to share for the 
fellowship time.

Women’s Ministries Annual Meeting and Bunco Night
Friday, March 15 at 7:00 pm
Ladies, you don’t want to miss our annual meeting and Bunco night! 
We will have a short business meeting and you will hear about what 
is happening in Women’s Ministries.  We will all play a fun game of 
Bunco.  It is an easy game to play, so come even if you have never 
played before. It will be a fun evening together.

Women’s Wednesday Night Bible Study
The women will be starting a new Wednesday night Bible study 
soon. This study meets every Wednesday at 6:45 pm at the church 
following our every Wednesday meal served at 6:00 pm.  The new 
study is “Loving God and Others:The Heart of True Faith” by Kay 
Arthur. Ladies, please sign up in the foyer so we can order you a 
workbook.  

90th Birthday Open House for Merle Wester
Sunday, March 17 from 2:00-4:00 pm
Merle Wester is celebrating his 90th birthday and his family would like to invite everyone to a birthday 
open house for Merle from 2:00 - 4:00 pm on Sunday, March 17 in the church fellowship hall.  
Happy Birthday, Merle!

ONE for 7-12th graders
Sunday, March 17 at 6:00 pm
ONE will meet at Cindy and Delmer Mogensen’s home at 212 E. Ash Street in Cleghorn on Sunday, 
March 17 at 6:00 pm.  If you need a ride, please contact Matt or Faye.

Golden Oaks Game Afternoon
Thursday, March 21 at 2:00 pm
All Golden Oaks (age 55 and up) are invited to come to the church on Thursday, March 21 for a fun 
afternoon of fellowship and playing games. Bring your favorite board game to play and we will play 
group games as well. Bring snacks to share, and bring a guest!

Worship Service at Accura Healthcare in Cherokee
Sunday, March 31 at 2:00 pm
Join others as we provide the worship service at Accura Healthcare in Cherokee on Sunday, March 31 
at 2:00 pm. It is fun to visit with the residents and to join in the worship service. The residents love to 
see people and it is a special way we can serve our community.

Oakdale Family Follies
Sunday, March 31 at 6:00 pm
Get together with family and friends to prepare a humorous skit, a fun musical number, or family-friendly 
jokes for a fun evening of comedy.  Sign up your act on the sheet in the foyer so we can include you in 
the program.  Everyone is invited to come and enjoy the program and bring snacks to share for the 
fellowship time.

Adult Sunday School, 9:00-10:00 am
Gene Petersen will wrap up the study on Romans on March 10.  
Pastor Tyler will begin teaching a class on how to study the Bible on 
March 17.

Sunday Morning Transition Time For Children
10:00 - 10:20 am
Children are a gift from the Lord, so we want to provide a safe, intentional and fun learning environment 
for all our kids. To that end, we are beginning an organized transition time on March 17 following 
Sunday School with snacks and activities from 10-10:20 for all kids 2 years old – 6th grade in the multi-
purpose room. Parents will be able to pick up their kids there before worship. If you would like to 
volunteer to help with transition time, please talk with Jan Brown. It is a great opportunity to serve and 
disciple our children.

MARCH 10 - SPRING FORWARD - Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday morning, March 10.
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