
OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD SHOEBOX DONATIONS

This month we 
are asking for 
donations of 
hygiene items 
s u c h a s 
d e o d o r a n t ,  
b a r s o a p , 
w a s h c l o t h , 
comb, brush, or toothbrush (no 
toothpaste).  We are collecting 
donations all year long to be 
p a c k e d i n t o s h o e b o x e s i n 
November. A donation box is in the 
workroom adjacent to the office.

FINANCIALS

 Worship   S.S. 

3/3       220     138 
3/10      51     cancelled 
3/17   236       116 
3/24   206       103 
3/31   232      110  

Midweek 

3/6 139 
3/13 103 
3/20 150 
3/27 140 

General Fund Giving: 
March       YTD 

 $32,212.99     $67,418.33 
 Expenses:  

March      YTD  
 $25,476.77  $112,748.25

General Fund 
Bank Balance  

as of  
March 31 
$53,696.72 

Missions Fund 
  Qtrly. Obligation  

$14,462.50 
2nd quarter balance 

as of April 30 
$7,194.27 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
5/5 Joel & Wendy Ivarson
5/12 Cory & Chrysta VanderPloeg
5/19 Nick & Becky Erdmann

WORSHIP SERVICE
5/5 Karen Mugge, Abby Caldwell, Ally 

Badker, Denise Lundell, Christi Patterson
5/12 Joel & Sarah Gnade, Kristen Peterson,

David & Julie Wester
5/19 Joleen & Abby Stout, Lorna Wilson,

Jon & Pam VanderPloeg
5/26 Joel, Charity, Lily, & Grace Anderson, 

Deb Zupke

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
5/1 Christina Dobson, Dee Murphy
5/8 Erin Wilson, Brenda Bird
5/15 Dave & Julie Wester
5/22 Pam VanderPloeg & Liz Wilson
5/29 Liz & Jaron Wilson

PRAYER ROOM
5/5 Vernon & De Tjossem
5/12 Doug & Joleen Stout
5/19 Merle & Eleda Wester
5/26 Gust & Dixie Anderson

                   CHILDREN’S CHURCH
5/5 Tiffany & Ryan Harper, Tim & Georgia Axiotis
5/12 Erin Wilson, Cody & Kari Stika, Jan Hatten
5/19 Erin Wilson, Julie Swanson, Kimberly Peterson, 

Dawn Badker
5/26 Bethany Hancock, Cory & Chrysta VanderPloeg,

Jan Brown

HEAD GREETER 
Lynn Ivarson

S 
E 
R 
V 
I 
N 
G 

S 
C 
H 
E 
D 
U 
L 
E 
S

ATTENDANCE

Family Night
Ron & Jan Brown

MAY 2019

If you switch serving times with someone, please 
notify the office at oakdale@oakdalechurch.com.

NURSERY

Oakdale Trivia: Who donated one acre of land for the first church building to be built on? If you 
know the answer, see De in the church office for a prize. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
THE INCREDIBLE RACE

JULY 8-12, 2019
9am - 12pm

for children age 4 
through 5th grade

Register at
www.oakdalechurch.com

under the connect tab.

On your mark! Get set! Go! At The Incredible Race, we will 
explore God’s love for the nations as we travel around the world. 
We’ll uncover fun clues, attempt fascinating challenges, and 
discover how the events that happened before, during, and after 
the tower of Babel have impacted the human race today! Grab 
your gear and prepare to set off on the race of a lifetime!

Looking Ahead to Spring & Summer

As I look outside and see things greening up and coming to life, I can’t help but look ahead with anticipation 
toward all that is in the works for this spring and summer around Oakdale.  With a new staff member in place 
and a wonderful forward momentum as a church family, there are some fresh ideas and approaches to 
things that we’re looking to implement.

Before we know it, we’ll be wrapping up Wednesday Night Family Ministries for the school year.  We’ll enjoy 
our last evening together on May 22, but we won’t be starting up Wednesday Nights in the Park right away 
after the holiday weekend as we’ve done in years past.  Rather, we’ll take the months of June and July off 
and come back together in August.  We’ll gather at Valley View Park for a meal and then enjoy an informal 
time of worship, prayer, and Bible instruction at our picnic tables.  Now, understanding the fear of not 
remaining connected during that time, our youth will be gathering those Wednesday nights at the park for 
soccer, volleyball, and bonfires, and the whole church family is welcome to join them whenever it works for 
them.  Just keep your eyes and ears open for details regarding the specifics.

On Sunday, May 19, something else will wrap up for the school year.  Children’s, youth, and adult Sunday 
School classes will conclude.  Then Sunday, June 2, Family Sunday School will kick-off.  This 
intergenerational format will take us through August.  Children through adults will study and apply eternal 
truths that can be gleaned from the Lord’s Prayer.  It should be a good time for families to interact together 
around the Word and for folks who may not otherwise interact on a regular basis to get to know each other a 
little better.  Sessions will be led by Oakdale pastors, elders, and others who will be given an opportunity to 
develop their teaching skills by doing and hopefully be brought into the adult Sunday School teaching 
rotation in the future.

For a while now, Vacation Bible School has occurred at Oakdale in late July.  This year we’re moving it up a 
couple of weeks to July 8-12.  Hopefully since we will have wrapped up Sunday School in May, our children’s 
ministries team will have rested up a bit and will feel ready to mobilize the rest of the Oakdale Family in a 
week of wonderful ministry to the kids of Oakdale and our surrounding communities.  This year’s theme will 
be The Incredible Race.  Watch for registration details and for opportunities to sign up and join the VBS 
ministry team.

Finally, in August (8/4-8/10) our youth will be leading our church family in another mission trip to the Quad 
Cities.  Last year, several individuals not part of the Youth Ministries Leadership Team joined our youth as 
they ministered to inner-city kids in an all-day summer program at the Brick House.  Our youth are eager to 
return, and they are eager to welcome as many from our church family as can get away to join them in loving 
on and serving the families of downtown Davenport for the week.  There will be tasks and projects for nearly 
all ages and skill levels, and not everyone needs to commit to staying the entire time.  Please pray about 
your involvement in this mission trip this year and contact Matt Dengler, Interim Youth Ministries Director, for 
more information.

As you can see, or rather read, there are some exciting things ahead this spring and summer.   God is 
blessing us with growth and vitality.  Please pray that the effort, energy, and resources that are spent on 
these initiatives would bear much fruit in lives changed and our great God glorified.  Pastor Jonathan
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MAY IS GRADUATION MONTH!

We would like to recognize our high school graduates and college 
graduates who call Oakdale Church their home.  We will have a container 
for cards in the fellowship hall for your convenience.  On Sunday, May 19,  
we will serve graduation cake during the 10:00 a.m. transition time, and 
we will recognize our high school graduates during the worship service.

What’s Happening at Oakdale?

Oakdale Evangelical Free Church      
1207 450th St., Meriden IA  51037        

712-443-8385           
 oakdale@oakdalechurch.com             

www.oakdalechurch.com

Calendar of Activities

• Every Wednesday - Family 
Ministry Night, 6pm meal, 
6:45pm Discipleship Groups

• Every Thursday - Paullina 
Men’s Group at Gnade Auto 
Sales - 6:45am

• Every Thursday - Ladies’ 
Reading Group at 9am

• Every Friday - Men’s Reading 
Group at Family Table 
Restaurant at 6:30am

• May 2 - Quilting Adventures, 
1-6pm

• May 4 - Hobo Hog Roast at 
Cherokee Depot, 4:30-6:30pm

• May 6 - Ladies’ Prayer Walk at 
the church, 6:30pm

• May 7 - Elders’ Mtg, 7pm

• May 9 - Helping Hands, 10am

• May 14 - Missions Committee 
Mtg., 7pm

• May 15 - Foster/Adopt Support 
Group, 6:45pm

• May 16 - Home School Art 
Class, 10am

• May 18 - Erin Kelley Bridal 
Shower, 10am

• May 19 - Service at Cherokee 
Specialty Care, 2:30pm

• May 21 - General Bd Mtg, 7pm

• May 22 - Women’s Ministries 
Comm. Mtg., 5pm

• May 23 - South O’Brien 
Ministerial Mtg. at Oakdale, 
11:45am

Jonathan Caldwell
Senior Pastor

651-788-1146
jcaldwell@oakdalechurch.com

Tyler Stauffer
Associate Pastor of Discipleship

815-793-8157

tstauffer@oakdalechurch.com

National Day of Prayer Events
Thursday, May 2

Coffee and rolls will be served at the Paullina Town Hall from 6:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Stop by for a roll and individual prayer during that 
time. A formal prayer time will be held at 9:00 a.m.

The Cherokee Community Center will be open from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
for all ages to join area clergy in guided prayer and individual prayer 
stations. 

Hobo Hog Roast at the 
Cherokee Depot
Saturday, May 4, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Bring your friends and come to the Cherokee 
Depot for good food, music, and fun at the 
Hobo Hog Roast hosted by our youth 
ministries.  Wear a hobo costume and 
compete for a prize!  Awards will be given at 
6:00 p.m. for the best adult and child hobo costume.

Women’s Ministries Prayer Walk
Monday, May 6, 6:30 p.m.

Ladies, please come to a prayer walk at 
the church. As you walk, there will be 
stations to encourage you to pray for 

others, our church, our communities, and our world. Please bring a 
snack or dessert to share after the prayer time.

Bridal Shower for Erin Kelley
Saturday, May 18
10:00 a.m. in the church fellowship hall
Ladies, you are invited to a bridal shower for Erin 
Kelley, bride-to-be of Brenten Barglof. Erin is 
registered at Target and Amazon.  Please come to 
shower Erin with not only gifts, but our love and 
support.

High School Graduates

Lily Anderson, the daughter of Joel and Charity Anderson
Allison Gregg, the daughter of Vance and Susan Gregg
Alexis Cullison, the daughter of Terri Cullison and Scott Cullison
Tyler Harper, the son of Adam and Charity Harper

College Graduates

Levi Murphy, the son of Dan and Dee Murphy, graduates from Iowa State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Ag Business.

James Patterson, the son of Jeff and Christi Patterson, graduates from Iowa State University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Design.

Erin Kelley, the daughter of Bryon and Debbie Kelley, graduates from Iowa State University with 
a Bachelor of Science in Psychology.

Kirk Carlson, the son of Dave and Sally Carlson, graduates from Dordt College with a Bachelor 
of Science in Engineering.

Daniel Wester, the son of Paul and Becky Wester, graduates from the University of 
Northwestern, St. Paul, with a Bachelor of Science in Social Studies Education and Biblical 
Studies.

Sara Wester, the daughter of Paul and Becky Wester, graduates from the University of 
Northwestern, St.Paul, in June with a Bachelor of Science in Accounting.

All Aboard the Queen II on West Lake Okoboji!

Captain Lance & Jill Freed invite you to join them for lunch and a cruise on Saturday, June 22.  Lunch 
will be provided at 11:00 a.m. at Central Park in Arnolds Park. The cruise time is 1:00-2:30 p.m. Cruise 
tickets are $12 for adults and children over 48”, $6 for children 36”-48”, and free for children under 36”. 
Please sign up in the foyer or call the church office by June 1 so Jill can make the arrangements. Jill 
would appreciate payment for the cruise tickets in advance. Make checks to Arnolds Park Amusement 
Park. Tickets will not be purchased until that morning in case your plans change.

Marriage Night Simulcast Event 
Friday, May 17, 6:00 p.m. meal 

with a 7:00 p.m. simulcast event
At Meriden Evangelical Free Church

We encourage you to take advantage of this event being simulcast 
at the Meriden E Free Church.  They are offering free childcare and 
a meal before the simulcast. Please email officemefc@gmail.com or 
call Kathy at 443-8283 by Monday, May 13 to register for childcare.
Go to MARRIAGENIGHT.ORG and click on Attend Simulcast Event 
and type in zip code 51037 to register and pay.
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