
FINANCIALS

 Worship   S.S. 

11/4      236   ——- 
11/11    216    98 
11/18    238    120 
11/25    202    132 

Midweek 

11/7 124 
11/14 125 
11/21 Thksg. 
11/28   cancelled 
  

General Fund Giving: 
Nov.       YTD 

  25,638.25          275,700.89 
 Expenses:  

Nov.      YTD  
  20,705.32   256,252.42

General Fund 
Bank Balance  

as of  
Nov. 30 

$95,168.76 

Missions Fund 
  Qtrly. Obligation  

$14,537.50 
4th quarter balance 

as of Dec. 16 
$24,774.90 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
1/6 Bethany Hancock & Kristin Patterson
1/13 Craig & Lynn Ivarson
1/20 Kent & Laura Lundquist
1/27 No Sunday School

WORSHIP SERVICE
1/6 Charity, Joel, Lily, Grace Anderson

Deb Zupke
1/13 Vernon Tjossem, Laci Kenney, 

April Wilson, Debbie Kelley, Carolyn K.
1/20 Karen Mugge, Abby Grace Caldwell,

Ally Badker, Denise Lundell, Christi P.
1/27 Joel & Sarah Gnade, Kristen Peterson,

David & Julie Wester

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
1/2 Liz Wilson
1/9 Jaron & Liz Wilson
1/16 Laura Lundquist, Pam VanderPloeg
1/23 Randy & Kay Jipp
1/30 Gene & Joanne Petersen

PRAYER ROOM
1/6 Gordon & Pat Anderson
1/13 Vernon & De Tjossem
1/20 Merle & Eleda Wester
1/27 Jon & Deb Zupke

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
1/6 Bethany H., Tim & Georgia A., Lyndsay W.
1/13 Donna B., Craig & Anna B., Emily Adamson
1/20 Donna B., Jon & Pam V., Kayla M.
1/27 Bethany H., Andrew & Lauren L., Charity A.

HEAD GREETER 
Wendy Ivarson
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ATTENDANCE

NURSERY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS
Jon & Pam VanderPloeg

January 2019

If you switch serving times with someone, please 
notify the office at oakdale@oakdalechurch.com.

NURSERY

The General Board met on December 18 and here is a recap:

• Pastor Tyler Stauffer, along with his wife Brielle and daughter Jubilee and son Dietrich, have 
arrived. Thank you to so many who worked hard to ready their house and helped unload the 
UHaul. Tyler will preach on December 30 and officially start his time with us on January 1, 2019. 

• The Board purchased a 20 passenger, handicap accessible vehicle for $500. After having 
knowledgeable people from the congregation look at the vehicle, it was deemed a good 
investment. We have for some time wanted to get a vehicle that could be used by the Golden 
Oaks, youth group, and any other groups needing transportation. Details about its use will be 
developed soon.

• In light of the world we live in, a much needed Safety and Security Procedure Manual has been 
produced by the safety team. Their goal was to cover most contingencies in the case of a threat 
or disaster. Soon each ministry in the church will be briefed on the portion of this manual that 
pertains to them.

Thank you to each one who served Oakdale so well in 2018. It is each of you that truly make Oakdale 
a family, a family that shows God’s love in so many ways. Our prayer is that as 2019 approaches, we 
would continue to find more and more ways to reach our community with the Love that changes lives.

Gene Petersen
Chairman

As we start a new year, we have so much to be excited and enthusiastic about at Oakdale.  There’s such 
vitality and growth and more and more individuals and families are finding a welcoming place at Oakdale- to 
gather with believers and to grow in Christ.  And there’s the potential of bringing up to a dozen individuals 
into the membership at our congregational meeting at the end of this month.

In the last quarter of 2018, our youth center at the Valley View shelter house opened and welcomed several 
dozen teens from our community on several Saturday nights.  It will be exciting to see how in the new year 
the ministry grows and draws in more youth from our area as word gets out about the fun, safe time that’s to 
be had there.  While just a handful of adults are passionately working that ministry at the moment, the whole 
church family has a vital part to play in it.  They can pray.  Will you please pray for the effectiveness of this 
new ministry- for safety, for relationships to be built, and for Christ to be shared?

During the middle of last month, we moved Pastor Tyler Stauffer and his family into their new home in 
Meriden.  How wonderful it will be to have him on staff overseeing and giving support to a number of key 
areas of discipleship- children, youth, and adults!  Over the next couple of months, he’ll ease into and 
develop the role of associate pastor of discipleship, and along with the elders, we’ll develop a job description 
for our next potential staff position.  It will for sure be in youth ministries and will have a significant outreach 
component to it.  The membership will certainly have an opportunity to weigh in on it, and then a search 
committee will be formed.

You may have heard or read that our General Board recently approved the purchase of a small retired bus.  
While it is certainly not new, we are hopeful that it will give us several good years and will carry our youth 
and others on a few different trips.  Currently our youth pile into several different vehicles on Wednesday 
nights in order to drive up to Valley View and back because there is no space for them in the church building.  
Now they’ll all be able to ride together there and back.  Each trip or extended outing that our youth and 
Golden Oaks senior group goes on requires a van rental.  Now we can use our own bus, one that is 
handicap accessible and includes a chair lift.

This past fall we experienced a wonderful fruit basket upset in the education area in our church building as 
several walls were removed in smaller classrooms to make them bigger and space was reallocated to work 
better for different groups and their needs.  Some details like additional furnishings and painting in several 
classrooms will be cared for soon.  In addition, there are plans to add on to our nursery and to increase the 
square footage of the room in which the Bible Instruction Class meets.  And who knows? If our numbers 
continue to increase as they have, we may need to seriously consider adding overall square footage to our 
facility!

Well, as we look forward to a new year, will you continue to pray with thanksgiving for our church- what God 
has done, what we see Him doing, and what we hope He will do in and through us?  And if you have 
questions or concerns, will you please bring them to me, to our great new associate pastor, or one of our 
amazing lay leaders?  Happy New Year!  

Pastor Jonathan



What’s Happening at 

Oakdale?

Oakdale Evangelical Free Church      
1207 450th St., Meriden IA  51037        

712-443-8385           
 oakdale@oakdalechurch.com             

 www.oakdalechurch.com

Summer Camp
It’s time to register for summer camp at hacamps.org. The early bird 
registration discount expires March 31, 2019 and some camps are 
full by then. Be sure to look for the new camps they have added this 
year. 

Oakdale church offers camp scholarships. We ask that you pay the 
early bird registration fee.  Information about camp scholarships will 
be mailed to students in the spring. 

• Every Wednesday - Family 
Ministry Night

• Every Thursday - Ladies’ 
Reading Group at 9 am

• Every Friday - Men’s Reading 
Group at Family Table 
Restaurant at 6:30 am

• January 3 - Quilting 
Adventures, 1-6 pm

• January 6 - Installation service 
& potluck meal

• January 6 - Oakdale 101, 5pm

• January 10 - Helping Hands at 
10 am

• January 11-13 - IMPACT

• January 11-13 - Sportsmen’s 
Ice Fishing Trip

• January 13 - Service at Accura 
Healthcare at 2:00 pm

• January 15 - General Board 
Meeting at 7 pm

• January 16 - Foster/Adopt 
Support Group at 6:45 pm

• January 20 - ONE at Badker’s

• January 22 - Missions 
Committee Meeting at 7 pm

• January 24 - Ladies’ Night Out 
at 6:00 pm

• January 27 - Annual Business 
Meeting, 9 am

• January 30 - Women’s 
Ministries Comm. Mtg., 5pm

WEDNESDAY FAMILY MINISTRIES 
Every Wednesday is our family ministry night. A meal, prepared by 
volunteers, is served from 6:00-6:30 pm for everyone. A contribution 
box is available for donations toward the meal. Following the meal, 
at 6:45 pm, the children receive Bible instruction in their classrooms, 
men and women meet for Bible studies, and the choir practices.  

The 7-8th grade students meet at Valley View shelter house (one 
mile north of the church) from 6:40-7:40 pm and the 9-12th grade 
students meet at the shelter house from 8:00-9:00 pm. 

Childcare is provided in the church nursery for children birth-35 
months. 

If you haven’t attended our Wednesday night activities, consider 
joining us.  It is a fun evening with good food and friends.  It’s a great 
way to get to know one another. 

IMPACT
EFCA Central District Youth Conference

Several of our high school students will be going to the EFCA 
Central District’s Youth Conference in Des Moines January 11-13. 
There will be hundreds of students there from the EFCA churches in 
the central district. Stuart Hall is the featured speaker with worship 
band, “Seventh Hour.” It will be a faith-building weekend for our 
students!

SPORTSMEN’S ICE FISHING TRIP 
The Oakdale sportsmen are planning an ice fishing trip to Lake Okoboji January 11-13. They will be 
staying in Joppa Hall retreat cabin at Camp Okoboji and using ice shacks provided by Okoboji 
Hardwater, LLC.  Groups will leave Friday morning from Gnade Auto Sales in Paullina. You will need to 
have an Iowa fishing license. Bring ice fishing gear, warm clothing, sleeping bags, blankets, pillow, etc., 
and snacks and drinks to share.  Some guys will sleep in the cabin and some like to sleep in the ice 
shacks.  The cost is $150 per person.  There is a sign up sheet in the church foyer or you can contact 
Joel Gnade at 712-348-4000.

OAKDALE YOUTH CENTER 
A vision to create a safe and healthy place for high school students to hangout with friends was cast by 
Lindsey and Eric McGill, Kris and Dawn Badker, and Becky Wester. This vision was brought to our 
Elders with the request to use the Valley View Shelter house as a youth center once a month. With the 
Elders blessing, this core team of adults has opened the shelter house the second Saturday of the 
month to all high school students in our surrounding communities. The students enjoy playing approved 
video games, crafting, making snacks, and hanging out with friends. Currently the youth center is open 
the second Saturday of the month from 8:00 pm to 11:45 pm.  The adult coordinators were pleased that 
13 students attended in December.  If the numbers continue to grow, they hope to be open two 
Saturday evenings every month.  The goal of the youth center is not only to provide a safe and healthy 
environment for high school students, but also for the students to build relationships with each other and 
with the Christian adult coordinators.

NURSING HOME WORSHIP SERVICES
Oakdale Church will provide at total of nineteen worship services at five different care centers in the 
surrounding area in 2019. The services consist of a short message, singing, and visiting with the 
residents who attend.  It only takes an hour of your time on a Sunday afternoon and brings joy to the 
residents that lasts much longer than the hour you are there. Please consider joining these worship 
services.  Watch the bulletin and monthly calendars for information on the location and times.  If you 
want a schedule of the entire year, please contact De in the church office. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Oakdale Evangelical Free Church will hold its annual congregational business meeting on Sunday, 
January 27, 2019 at 9:00 am.  Church members will elect leaders for open positions on the church 
leadership team.  We will review annual reports from various ministries and our financial team.  Annual 
report books and sample election ballots will be available in the church foyer on Sunday, January 20.

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 
January 24

We will begin with a potluck meal at 6:00 pm. Julie Wester will 
present information about her work with the Family Crisis Center. 
We would like you to bring items to fill WISH Court Care Baskets. 
WISH stands for Western Iowa Survivors of Homicide & Other 
Violent Crimes. Items to bring include: hard candy, granola bars, 
peanuts, almonds, trail mix, mini candy bars, word puzzle books, 
notebook, pencils and sharpener, pens, decks of cards, coloring 
books with colored pencils, small pillow or throw, bottles of water, 
and calming toys (stress ball).  Julie will explain more about these 
baskets at the meeting.  All women and their guests are invited.

CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK, JANUARY 6
We will hold a potluck meal following the worship service January 6. Bring enough food for your family and more 
to share. Drinks and table service will be provided.  We will hold a brief installation ceremony for Pastor Tyler 
during the worship service.  Join us as we celebrate Pastor Tyler and Brielle, Jubilee and Dietrich, joining our 
church family.

Jonathan Caldwell
Senior Pastor

651-788-1146

jcaldwell@oakdalechurch.com

Tyler Stauffer
Associate Pastor of Discipleship

815-793-8157

tstauffer@oakdalechurch.com
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