
On behalf of the staff, council, and members of Zion Lutheran 
Church, thank you for joining us for our worship services this 

evening.  We hope and pray that you all have a Merry 
Christmas! 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
  December 24, 2020  (10:30pm) 

Zion Lutheran Church 
402 East Charles Street, Oelwein, Iowa – 319-283-1207 

Pastor Josh Schunk 
Pastoral Assistant ChyAnne Jha 

“88.5 FM at 9am” 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING HYMN:  O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL  (Red)#283 
1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem; come and behold him, born the king of angels:  R 
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore 

him, Christ the Lord! 
2.  The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  R 
3.  Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  

Glory to God in the highest; R 
4.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:R 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
 whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
 inspiration of your  Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and  worthily 
 magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most 
 merciful God, 

(A moment of silence for self-reflection) 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
 have  sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
 have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you   
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 with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  ourselves. For 
 the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
 us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
 made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
 name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen 
 you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your  hearts 
 through faith.   
C: Amen. 

HYMN: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
 (Red)#279 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  Above thy deep and 
dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; yet in thy darkstreet shineth the everlasting 

light.  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
3.  How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n!  So God imparts to human 
hearts the blessings of his heav’n.  No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of 

sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.  
4.  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; oh, 
come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

FIRST READING:  MICAH 5:1-5a 
 1 Now you are walled around with a wall; siege is laid against us; with a rod they 
strike the ruler of Israel upon the cheek. 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who 
are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 
rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in 
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they 
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5 and he shall be 
the one of peace.   

P:  The word of the Lord.      C:  Thanks be to God. 
HYMN:  WHAT CHILD IS THIS  (Red)#296 

1.  What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s 
lap is sleeping?  Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are  
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keeping?  This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste,  
haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

2.  Why lies, he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?  Good Christian, 
fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  Nails, spear shall pierce him 

through, the cross be borne for me for you; hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, 
the son of Mary! 

3.  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. The King 
of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.  Raise, raise the song on 
high, the virgin sings her lullaby; joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of 

Mary.   
GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-20 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  8 In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he favors!” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered  
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them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P:   The Gospel of the Lord.      C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
HYMN: THE FIRST NOEL  (Red)#300 

1.  The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay,  keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so 

deep.  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.   
SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY: ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH  (Red)#289 
1.  Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains 

in reply, echoing their joyous strains.  R 
Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?  What the 
gladsome tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song? R 

3.  Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on 
bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  R 

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

At Zion Lutheran we practice open Communion, so if you are visiting with us 
today, you are most welcome to join us. 
 THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave  
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 

COMMUNION 
 P: Let us pray. 
C:  Merciful God, renew us by your Holy Spirit, poured out richly in this 

meal, and renew all creation with your loving kindness until all the ends of 
the earth rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ, the Word made 
flesh.   Amen. 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT 
P:   The People who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
 it.   
P: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has a light shined. 
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
 Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
P: Let us pray. 
C: We give thanks that you have heard the cries of us, your children, 
 lost in darkness.  We joyously celebrate the birth of your Son whom 
 you sent to us to be our light and show us your way to life.  
 Remember your people this night and always.  Let the brilliance of 
 your loving grace dispel the gloom and bleakness of our lives.  And 
 let the glow of your gospel glisten strongly in us so that we may be 
 your light to the world.  In the name of your Son, our Savior and 
 Light, Jesus Christ, we pray. 

HYMN:  SILENT NIGHT (Red)#281 
1.  Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and 

child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in 
heavenly peace.  

2.  Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia!  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the 

Savior, is born! 
 3.  Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from your 

holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at 
your birth.   

BENEDICTION 
May the light of this child light your way forever.  May the blessings which 
broke through the darkness on this night be yours always.  May you always 
have cause to sing praises, give thanks, and celebrate the true light of the world, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  JOY TO THE WORLD (Red)267 
(Red)#267 

1.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king; let ev’ry heart 
prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n 

and heav’n and nature sing. 
2.  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, while fields and 

floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3.  No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make 
his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the 

curse is found. 
4.  He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of 

his righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, 
wonders of his love. 
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POINSETTIAS FOR THE ALTAR 
GIVEN BY      IN MEMORY/HONOR OF… 
Julie Williams………………………………….. Fern & Dale Williams 
Flo Bormann…………………………………….Denise Gibson 
Larry & Twyla Larsen…………………………..Jessica Spear 
       Herb Larsen 
       Tom Nodland 
Verna de Temmerman…………………………...Parents 
Dione Truog……………………………………..Roy Truog 
Gerald & Norlene Buhr…………………………Virgil & Loretta Heins 
       Otto & Valeska Buhr 
Rob & Jacci Kaltenbach………………………...Eloise Kaltenbach 
Dorothy Kunkle…………………………………John Kunkle 
       Harry & Viola Beckner 
Les & Chris Grundmeyer……………………….Memory of Lincoln Grundmeyer 
       Honor of Leo Grundmeyer 
Sue Hosto……………………………………… Larry Hosto 
Mary Frisch……………………………………  Dale Frisch 
Susan Rundle……………………………………Annaleise Greene 
       Theodore Joshua Forbes 
Martha Leverington…………………………… Marvin Leverington 
Merry French……………………………………Geraldine & Kenneth French 
LeRoy & Caroline Gray…………………………LeRoy & Beulah Gray 
       Sam & Lydia Johnson 
       David Gray 
       Marlys Dierks 
Dana Meyers & Cheryl Ohl…………………… Rick & Lori Ernst 
       Brad Ohl 
       In honor of Betty Ohl 
David Sondrol…………………………………  Knute & Florence Sondrol 
Maxine Losen…………………………………  William Losen 
Hazel Hultman………………………………… Lloyd Hultman 
Don & Deb Bahe……………………………… All Family & Friends 
Roger Westendorf………………………………Mary Jane Westendorf 
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