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THE MESSENGER of 
Zion Lutheran Church 

402 East Charles St. Oelwein, Iowa 50662 319-283-1207 
Email address: zionoelwein@gmail.com 

  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
Pastor Josh Schunk 

Pastoral Assistant – ChyAnne Slick 
++++++++++ 

 

Worship Schedule:     Sunday – 9:00am & Wednesday’s at 6pm 
ZOWe (grades 5-6) and Confirmation  Wednesday 7-8pm 

  At Zion we desire to be: “The Welcome Place, Reaching Out with the Love of Jesus” 
 

Website: zionlutheranoelwein.org        Facebook: Zion Lutheran Oelwein Page 
 

God Is with Us               June  2021               in All Things 

 

Zion’s Mission Statement 
“As people of God, called and forgiven by Jesus Christ, we understand God’s mission through us, 

to be reaching out in love to the community, nation and world.  To do this we will share God’s 
Word of salvation through witnessing, teaching and the sacraments, and build opportunities for 

growth in Christian life and service. 
 Worship in the parking lot can be heard in your cars on FM radio, 88.5.  

 

A Special Zion Congregation meeting will be held Sunday, June 13, 2021 at 10:00AM. 

Agenda: to temporarily re-structure Pastor Josh’s contract. This contract will start June 15, 

2021, reducing Josh’s time and base salary only by 25%. Housing and other benefits will remain 

the same. 

“Do-Day” will start immediately following this meeting. 

 
From the Pastor 
Friends in Christ, 
 This is a letter of thoughts I have been wanting to 

share over the last couple of weeks. I have just 

needed to find the right words to say what I want 

you to hear and to know. 

 In 2017, my family and I had life pretty 

good. We lived in a great town that was constantly 

growing. When you drive through that town, you 

find out that houses do not go up for sale because 

people love living in that community. There are lots 

of new and shiny things. People have nice homes, 

and the school keeps adding to its athletic fields and 

classrooms. Many of the teams make it to the state 

tournament or close almost every year. The 

churches have additions and new buildings, too. 

Kelli and I enjoyed that town so much that we 

waited and were able to purchase a home across 

from the third hole on the golf course. 

 Along with living in a great town, we were 

also serving a congregation that was a little different 

from most congregations. Peace was located next 

door to a large university. The college had a lot of 
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success in its sports and academics. Our 

congregation hosted the NDSU music program 

several times and allowed the college to have 

private music lessons in the building. Our sanctuary 

was built for sound, and we had a newer, brighter 

sanctuary. Along with these, I also had a great and 

gifted staff. 

 One evening, I received a phone call from 

the head of the call committee at Zion Lutheran 

Church in Oelwein, Iowa. As a person with a 

natural curiosity, I started asking questions about 

the congregation and what the congregation would 

be looking for in its future pastoral leader. As we 

talked, I started to wonder how my gifts would 

serve this congregation. 

 Early in 2017, I came for my first in-person 

interview in Oelwein. Deb Howard was nice enough 

to drive me around town and to tell me about some 

of the great things that were happening in Oelwein. 

It was impressive, and I became more interested in 

living here and serving in this place.  

 A couple months later, my family came to 

town with me. As we all know, there are times 

when Iowa gets a lot of rain. It rained all day the 

day we were in town together. We made the best of 

the day and found a house that we thought was nice. 

A few months later, we decided to make Oelwein 

our new home. This decision did not come without 

a lot of soul-searching, conversations and tears. 

 As we made this decision, people wondered 

why we would give up what we had to live in a 

place where things were different from where we 

came from in North Dakota? Why would we uproot 

our entire family to try something new? We came 

because we saw God moving in this community. 

We heard some stories about how God was 

changing lives in this place. When I talked to Steve 

Brackett from the synod office, I told him I could 

see that God was going to do something in this 

community, and I wanted to be a part of it. Coming 

here was not a decision. It was about hearing God’s 

call  in my life and in the lives of my family. 

 Today, I still think God is up to something 

in this congregation and in this community. I still 

want to be a part of it, and my family wants to be a 

part of it. Over the next couple of weeks, we are 

going to make some difficult decisions for our 

family of faith. Why in the world would a pastor 

decide to take a pay cut? I am doing it because I 

believe in Zion Lutheran Church and the work that 

God is doing in our family of faith. Every time I am 

in the building and around the people of this family 

of faith, I can feel God’s Spirit calling each of us to 

be new and different people through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. I am hoping and 

praying that this move will allow Zion to recover 

from COVID-19 and live in the future that God has 

in store for us. I am also hoping that this can be a 

temporary situation, as we all think about ways that 

we can prayerfully and carefully support God’s 

work with our hands in this family of faith. I told 

ChyAnne, tonight, that in a few months, we are 

going to sit back and laugh because we made it 

through this little speed bump together. 

 My questions for you are: Do you feel this 

way about Zion, too? Can you hear God’s voice 

calling us in this congregation and this community? 

Finally, how can you support the work that God is 

inviting us to do together?  

 In closing, I want you to know that I love 

you. I care about you. I am passionate about what 

God is doing and will continue to do at Zion 

Lutheran Church and in the community of Oelwein! 

 
Pastor Josh 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Summertime is here!!!  I cannot help but 

emphasize, if you cannot make it to the 

service on Sunday because you are out of 

town or have other plans, there are other 

options available to you.  First, there is a 

Wednesday night service every week at 6 

pm.  It is the same liturgy so you will not 

miss out on the week’s message.  Second, 

we are on Facebook live!  If you have an 

internet connection tune in, or else it will be 

available when you have time.  Third, we 

have an app that is quick and convenient as 

well.  Stay tuned and have weekly renewal 

of the Spirit by the Word of God.   

 

Also, if you are vaccinated and would like a 

visit, please contact the office, or sign up on 

the website or app.  I am serious this time!!  

Yay!! 

 

Enjoy the sunshine of the season!!   

 

“The king asked Ziba, “Why have you 

brought these?” Ziba answered, “The 

donkeys are for the king’s household to ride 

on, the bread and fruit are for the men to eat, 

and the wine is to refresh those who faint in 

the wilderness.”  2 Samuel 16:2 

 

Peace, 

 

ChyAnne 

 

 

APPLICATION FORM FOR EWALU 

CAMPERSHIP 

There are 10 EWALU camperships available 

for the 2021 summer camping season funded 

by the Arthur Roepke Scholarship Fund.  

The fund will pay EWALU the remaining 

cost after the deposit has been paid by the 

camper’s family.  The deposit paid by the 

camper is $100.  If additional family 

members attend, the additional deposit 

amounts paid by the family will be $50 for 

each camper. 

The scholarships are awarded on a first 

come, first serve basis.  If camp attendance is 

contingent upon receiving a campership, 

please check with the office for availability. 

 

Requirements 

 

 The child has completed grades 1-12 

 The child is a Zion Lutheran Sunday 

School or Confirmation student or a 

H.S. confirmed member of Zion 

 The completed camp form and deposit 

has been sent to EWALU 

 

Camper’s 

Name_________________________________ 

 

Parent’s Names_________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________ 

 

Grade Completed_______________________ 

 

Date form & deposit mailed to 

EWALU_______________________________ 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO THE 

CHURCH OFFICE. 
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NORTHEASTERN IOWA STAR 

May 2021 . Volume 34, Issue 4 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY UPDATES AND 

RESOURCES 

Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 

Saturday, June 12, 2021 

The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s first virtual 

assembly is set for Saturday, June 12, and 

several resources are available to help voting 

members prepare. 

The one-day assembly will include the election 

of a Bishop, along with recognitions, worship 

and prayers.  The theme will be “Celebrating 

Renewal: Johannes Bugenhagen, Parish Pastor 

of the Reformation,”with the Rev. Dr. Martin J 

Lohrmann giving the keynote.  Lori Fedyk, 

treasurer of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, will serve as the churchwide 

representative and will preside over the election 

of the Bishop. 

Visitors will be able to view the assembly live 

on the synod’s Facebook p0age – Northeastern 

Iowa Synod, ELCA – beginning at 8am on June 

12.  There is no charge or registration required 

to watch on Facebook. 

Video Overview of Virtual Assembly 

The online synod assembly will use a 

technology platform provided by LUMI, a 

company that facilitates live webcasts for 

meetings with secure credentialing and voting 

systems.  LUMI has provided a video to help 

voting members learn how to use the 

technology to vote, speak and access online 

documents during the assembly.  Each voting 

member will need to use a desktop or laptop 

computer with a microphone and speaker to 

participate in the assembly.  Cell phones and 

iPads will not be fully supported with this 

technology. 

“We recommend that the video be included in 

upcoming conference meetings to help voting 

members understand how the technology will 

work,” says Linda Hamilton, synod assembly 

manager.  The LUMI video is available to view 

on the synod’s website.   

Test Your Tech on June 10 

Voting members will have an opportunity to try 

out the LUMI technology in a “Test Your Tech” 

online rehearsal set for Thursday, June 10.  

Voting members can join the rehearsal session 

any time between 5 and 7pm to practice  how to 

log in, view documents, vote and speak during 

the assembly.  LUMI representatives will 

moderate and answer questions.  Registered 

voting members will receive an email with the 

link to join this session.   

Resources, Forms & Live Updates 

Check the synod assembly web page for 

resources and forms related to the assembly, 

including a general information sheet,  guide to 

calling a bishop,  biographical information and 

withdrawal forms for nominees for Bishop, and 

the Resolutions Submittal Form.  Resolutions 

must be submitted no later than 12 noon Friday, 

June 11, to the secretary of the synod.   

Live updates and voting results during the 

assembly will be available on Facebook and 

Twitter, with the hashtag #NEIA21. 

To learn more, visit www.neiasynod.org/2021-

synod-assembly. 

Follow live updates on Facebook, 

www.facebook.com/neiasynod,  and Twitter, 

https://twitter.com/neiowasynodelcea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.neiasynod.org/2021-synod-assembly
http://www.neiasynod.org/2021-synod-assembly
http://www.facebook.com/neiasynod
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH, 

RENEWAL AND STEWARDSHIP 

It is the best of times. It is the worst of times. 

For those who have lost a loved one during this 

pandemic, lost a job, lost their healthcare, or 

had to dip into their retirement savings, these 

are the worst of times. 

For others, these are the best of times,  Corn, 

soybeans and lean pork are selling at the highest 

prices in a number of years.  Bank earnings, the 

Dow Jones Industrial Average and the  

S&P 500 index are near record highs, and some 

economists are predicting impressive economic 

growth for the rest of the year. 

Just as the roaring 1920s followed the 1918 

pandemic, the global availability of the vaccine 

is set to bring a roaring 2020s following this 

pandemic.  What will a new age of prosperity 

mean for congregations and for the work of the 

global church ?  Without giving prayerful 

consideration of these realities, it might not 

mean anything.  

As congregations reopen, now is the time to 

reopen our attention to stewardship.  During the 

pandemic, congregations did whatever it took to 

stay in ministry with their members and 

beyond.  As we come back together, it is time to 

give thanks for that ministry and to look ahead 

to what a post-pandemic church and post-

pandemic stewardship can look like. 

A coming-back-together celebration could 

include an offering for Lutheran World Relief 

for those who are not enjoying these economic 

blessings.  Perhaps a major stewardship drive is 

needed to seek commitments to grow the 

congregations and the wider church’s ministry 

in the years ahead.  There are so many exciting 

opportunities ahead for growth and renewal, 

let’s not let this chance slip by. 

If you have questions or ideas, I’d love to be in 

conversation with you.   

Pastor Mark A. Anderson 

Assistant to the Bishop 
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Stewardship Committee & LWR 

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but things have 

been a bit different the past year.  We are so 

grateful for how flexible and resourceful this 

community has been during the pandemic.  

You’ve made changes to your quilting and kit 

making groups, and you have been doing your 

best amid the challenges and uncertainties of 

Ingatherings.  I would like to offer special 

thanks to everyone who went above and beyond 

to make their fall 2020 Ingatherings possible 

and safe. 

Your quilts and kits are needed more than ever.  

Right now, our inventory is almost gone.  The 

items we received from fall Ingatherings are 

already blessing our recipients.  Meanwhile, 

war, poverty and disaster haven’t slowed just 

because there is a pandemic.  Quite the 

opposite, your work is so important, and we are 

so thankful that despite this different, difficult 

year, you continue to work diligently to create 

offerings of love for your neighbors in need. 

We are looking forward to your Spring 

shipments. 

Submitted by Lea Norlinger 
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Zion Evan. Lutheran Church Minutes 

May 9, 2021   

Meeting called to order @ 10:02AM by Pres. 

Kris 

Attendance: Pastor Josh, ChyAnne Jha, Kris 

Rex, Justin Duffy, Gary Goeller, Jacci 

Kaltenbach, Charter Leete, Dan Leisinger, 

Heidi Vine, Julie Williams, Twyla Larsen 

Absent: Gerd McShane 

Opening Prayer: Jacci 

Approval of Agenda/Additions: Motion by 

Julie/Charter to approve as printed. Carried. 

 A. Secretary’s April Minutes: Motion by 

Gary/Dan to approve as printed. Carried. 

 B. Treasurer’s April Report: Motion by 

Julie/Justin to file the Preliminary Profit & Loss 

Report for end-of-year audit. Carried. 

      Apr. Income:  $ 12,519.09     Apr. 

Expenses: $16,286.84            Net Income: 

Minus $  -3,767.75 

            YTD Income: $47,965.03    YTD Expenses: 

$68,811.20 YTD   Net Income: Minus $ -20,846.17 

C. President’s Report: 1) Working on setting up 

the AED; 2) Council will have a special 

meeting Sun. May 23, immediately following 

9AM service; 3)July Council meeting will be 

Sunday, July 18. 

D. Pastor Josh and ChyAnne’s Reports: 

     ChyAnne is continuing contacting members. 

     The following motion was made by 

Gary/Justin and Carried. See also: G.7 below. 

A Special Zion Congregation meeting will be 

held Sunday, June 13, 2021 at 10:00AM.  

Agenda: to temporarily re-structure Pastor 

Josh’s contract. This contract will start June 15, 

2021, reducing Josh’s time and base salary only 

by 25%. Housing and other benefits will remain 

the same. 

“Do-Day” will start immediately following this 

meeting. 

  

E. Unfinished Business:  

1. Courtney Rochette will do the CPR 

training using the AED. $7.00 per 

person. Heidi will set-up a date with 

Courtney to train council members. 

2. Gerd and Josh are working on the “Do 

Day” list which will be Sunday, June 

13th. Council encouraging Zion 

members to please stay and help. 
 

 F. New Business: None 

     

 G. Committees and Organizations reports: 

   1. Building and Grounds - Gerd 

   2. Constitution Comm. - Dan 

   3. Fellowship/Outreach Comm-Heidi, Julie 

a. Next meeting is May 11th. 

   4. Sr. Head Usher-Justin 

   5. Parish Ed: ChyAnne 

   6. Roepke Scholarship: Kris 

a. 2 Senior scholarships were awarded: 

Jacob King and Nicole Lenz. 

   7. Stewardship & Finance: Justin 

a. Discussed the current budget shortfall 

and presented to Council the following ideas for 

approval to help cut back on the monthly 

expenses. 1) Flo will work 60% of normal time: 

Office Hrs. will be Mon. thru Wed. 8-1;   2) 

Josh will reduce his time (See: D: Special 

Congregation meeting),  3) Reduce paper usage. 

Everyone’s hope is that attendance and giving 

will increase. 

   8. Technology: Gary 

a. A “tech group” will be set-up to help 

Gary, Ella, and Caleb, especially when they are 

gone.  

   9. WELCA: Jacci 

  10. Worship & Music - Charter 

a. Zion will have 9AM service, as usual, on 

Sunday, June 6; next meeting is May 18th. 
 

 Closed with The Lord’s Prayer 

 Adjournment at 11:28AM. Motion by 

Gary/Heidi. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Twyla Larsen, Council Secretary  

   ** Subject to approval at next month’s meeting 
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Zion Evan. Lutheran Church Minutes 

Special Council Meeting 

May 23, 2021  
 

Meeting called to order @ 10:00AM by Pres. 

Kris 

Attendance: Pastor Josh, ChyAnne Jha, Kris 

Rex, Justin Duffy, Jacci Kaltenbach, Charter 

Leete, Dan Leisinger, Gerd McShane, Heidi 

Vine, Twyla Larsen 

Excused: Gary Goeller,  Julie Williams 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Josh 

President’s Report: Reminder - Special 

Congregation meeting is June 13, 2021 at 10:00 

AM with  Zion’s “Do-Day” following. Council 

is hoping for a great turn-out to help with this 

project. 
 

Discussed Fundraiser ideas to help with Zion’s 

offerings/general fund. 
 
 

1. Motion by Dan/Heidi that anyone who 

signs up for recurring online giving by 

June 20, 2021, using Zion’s website or 

Zion’s new App and to continue 

recurring payments through Rally Day, 

Sept. 12, 2021, their name will be put in 

a drawing for $100.00 of Oelwein 

Dollars. Carried. 
 
 

2. “Covid Catch-up” Brunch will be served 

by council members Sunday, July 18, 2021, 

immediately following the 9AM service. 

Serving will be in the basement and drive-thru 

carry outs available. Free-Will Offering. There 

will also be a Silent Auction. 

Menu: Ham, Sausage and Vegetable Egg 

Bakes 

           Biscuits and Gravy 

           Belgium Waffles  
 

Unfinished Business: 

CPR training / using the AED for council 

members will be Wednesday, June 9th at 

7 PM at Zion. Courtney Rochette will do 

the training.  

 

New Business: 

Wearing Masks for inside services is a 

personal choice.  
 

 Closed with The Lord’s Prayer 

 Adjournment at 11:10AM. Motion by 

Heidi/Charter 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Twyla Larsen, Council Secretary  

   ** Subject to approval at next month’s meeting 

 
 

Church Council is announcing the following: 

Anyone who signs up for recurring online 

giving by June 20, 2021, using Zion’s website 

or Zion’s new App and to continue recurring 

payments through Rally Day, Sept. 12, 2021, 

their name will be put in a drawing for 

$100.00 of Oelwein Dollars.  
 

“Covid Catch-up” Brunch will be served by 

council members Sunday, July 18, 2021, 

immediately following the 9AM service. 

Serving will be in the basement and drive-thru 

carry outs available. Free-Will Offering. There 

will also be a Silent Auction.Menu: Ham, 

Sausage and Vegetable Egg Bakes Biscuits and 

Gravy  Belgium Waffles 

 
The Zion Lutheran Church has reserved a shelter at 

Platt Park for Sunday, August 29, 2021.  Beginning at 

9:30am for fellowship (and Lynda Lau’s cinnamon 

rolls), and at 10am there will be worship and 

communion and lots of singing.  At 11:30am we will 

have lunch and more fellowship. 

Please make plans to meet with family and friends. 
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JUNE NEWS FROM THE SOTH: 
Clothing center 

The Clothing Center remains open for our 

clients/families and regular shoppers, NO APPT 

NEEDED!! The CDC updated the guidelines for 

wearing masks indoors if vaccinated. At this time, 

MASKS WILL STILL NEED TO BE WORN in the 

Clothing Center, as we do not know who is or is not 

vaccinated, nor can we ask! 

Donations continue BY APPT ONLY! Donations 

we are most in need of – Summer Clothing, Men’s 

Jeans, Pots/Pans &amp; Bed Sheets in all sizes! As 

 traffic, increases, the donation policy will change! 

Highlights within the Conference, Synod &amp; 

Future Leaders 

The Shepherd Board would like to begin 

highlighting all the good things happening across 

 our Conference &amp; Synod, including getting to 

 know the process of shaping our Future Leaders of 

 our Churches! There are some “future” mission 

opportunities on the horizon, 3 current TEEM - 

Seminarians in/near our conference, 1 student in 

conference committed to the 3+3 Accelerated 

Learning Program along with other great events 

happening! We already have a couple topics in mind 

 to cover in upcoming newsletters, however, please 

 connect with Heather in the Office if you would like 

 to share the great things happening! 
 

Shepherd of the Hill’s Needs: 

The Operating Fund pays the utilities, insurance on 

the building, supplies and salary for the Director, 
 

Lawn/Snow removal. 
 

The Crisis Fund is used to help families in need with 

rent, utilities or fuel assistance. 

Please prayerfully consider making regular 

 donations to these funds in order to ensure its 

 sustainability as a charitable organization for 

 Clayton County. Please utilize the MEMO LINE on 

 your check to specify Crisis or Operating Fund! 
 

Back to School 4 Kids 

Our next project coming up August 11th, assisting 

our families with getting school supplies for heading 

back to school. In the past, we have geared supplies 

to all of the school districts within Clayton County! 

Last year, the “School Supply List” was a little more 

streamlined, with 1 list, which includes all school 

 age children Pre K – 12 th grade. We encouraged all 

families to check over the supplies they received 

from SOTH with their school list, for any additional 

supplies they may still be in need of! 

Donations of Basic School Supplies will be 

accepted starting July 19 th , 2021 in preparation of 

this great project. Monetary donations may be sent 

 to the office: PO Box 36, Saint Olaf, IA 52072. 

Supplies typically most in need: 

Pencil Box or Bag 

Pencils 

Erasers (pencil top &amp; regular) 

Glue Sticks 

Scissors (blunt &amp; pointed) 

Dry Erase Markers 

Highlighters 

Washable Markers (regular &amp; thin line) 

Colored Pencils 

Loose Leaf Paper (wide &amp; narrow) 

Tablets (narrow &amp; wide) 

Composition Books (wide &amp; narrow) 

Folders (plastic &amp; regular) 

Headphones/Earbuds 

Usb Flash Drive 

Scientific Calculator 

 

Thank you for the continued support of this 

 project!!! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

August 11 th 

Back to School 4 Kids 

Pickup up Supplies 

9am – 5pm 

*Any event may be subject to change* 

 

 

Our greeting card display has been reduced 

to a box in the narthex.   

All cards are new and all are .50 each. 

Check out what is there and shop local!! 
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DOWNLOAD FREE SUMMER BIBLE 

READING PLANS – for kids and adults 

27 Day summer Bible-reading Plans – 

Staying connected and remaining in God’s 

Word can be surprisingly tough in the 

summer.  So your church may want to host a 

Summer Bible Reading Challenge, just as 

many community libraries do!  Setting up a 

challenge is a terrific way to engage with 

adults, youth and children during the 

summer months while encouraging the good 

habit of staying strong through God’s holy 

Scriptures. 

That is why Children’s Worship Bulletins is 

providing on its blog FREE Bible Reading 

Plan printouts to help you get started.   

What is on the Children’s Worship Bulletin 

blog: 

 Free Reading Plan for Kids 

 Free Reading Plan for Adults 

 

Go to “27daysummerbiblereading 

plans for kids and adults.com” 

 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

The following quips and quotes are from 

Even More Wonderful Memories & 

Treasures 

Researched by Jim Doyne 

 To obtain maximum attention, it’s 

hard to beat a big mistake. 

 I don’t feel my age.  In fact, I don’t 

feel anything till noon.  Then it’s time 

for my nap. 

 Life deals some funny tricks…take 

shaving for example, have you ever 

seen a man get bald on the face? 

 When the snow is up to your knees, 

about the only thing to be thankful for 

is that you’re not 8 feet tall. 

 If God wanted me to touch my toes, 

he would have put them on my knees! 

 Time may be a great healer but it’s a 

lousy beautician. 

 One of the benefits ofd the 

automotive age is that it has 

practically stopped horse stealing. 

 
 
 
 

 


