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THE MESSENGER of 

Zion Lutheran Church 
402 East Charles St. Oelwein, Iowa 50662 319-283-1207 

Email address: zionoelwein@gmail.com 
A Church of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (the ELCA) 

Pastor Josh Schunk 
Pastoral Assistant – ChyAnne Jha 

++++++++++ 
 

Worship Schedule:    Saturday – 5:30pm, Sunday – 9:00am - Sunday School  & Bible Study 10:10 
ZOWe (grades 5-6 at 5:30-6:30pm – Confirmation 7-8pm 

 

At Zion we desire to be: “The Welcome Place, Reaching Out with the Love of Jesus” 
 

Website: zionlutheranoelwein.org        Facebook: Zion Lutheran Oelwein Page 
 

God Is with Us               May  2020               in All Things 

 

Zion’s Mission Statement 
“As people of God, called and forgiven by Jesus Christ, we understand God’s mission through us, 

to be reaching out in love to the community, nation and world.  To do this we will share God’s 
Word of salvation through witnessing, teaching and the sacraments, and build opportunities for 

growth in Christian life and service. 
 

From the Pastor 

     Greetings to each and every one of you 

from God our loving heavenly Father and 

our living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I 

hope and pray that this newsletter finds all 

of you staying safe and healthy during this 

new time we find ourselves in right now. 

     We have a faith that is always calling us 

to live in the present moment and look 

forward with hope to the future. This has 

been the aim of God’s people ever since the 

fall into sin in Genesis chapter 3. When the 

first people fell into sin, God told them there 

would be a day when the sin they had 

committed would be defeated when one 

came to crush the head of the serpent. In 

Exodus, the people followed Moses and 

Aaron out of Egypt and through the 

wilderness looking forward to entering the 

Promise Land. As they traveled, they were 

called to live as God wanted them to live. 

Throughout the Old Testament, the prophets 

told the people about the coming Day of the 

Lord. As they lived looking forward to that 

day, they were called to live as God wanted 

them to live.  

     The New Testament has this same 

invitation. When Jesus came into the world, 

he talked about a kingdom that is not of this 

world. It is a kingdom where there is no 
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more pain, no more suffering, and no more 

death. As people live in this world looking 

forward to being in that kingdom with Jesus 

forever, they are called to live their lives 

loving God with all of their hearts, all of 

their souls, and all of their minds and loving 

their neighbors as themselves. 

     Right now, we are living life looking 

forward. We are in a place we have never 

been in before. When we turn on the news or 

have conversations with other people, we 

are looking forward to that day when 

businesses and churches are open again. We 

are looking forward to being able to see our 

friends and families again. We are looking 

forward to being able to take part in the 

activities we enjoy doing when this 

pandemic is under control. 

     While we are in this place, we are called 

to live in the present. We are invited to look 

at what is taking place in our lives and 

ponder what really matters most in life. 

What this means is we are called to spend 

time having conversations with God. We do 

this by opening our Bibles and praying for 

God to help us persevere through this time. 

We are invited to care for one another in 

appropriate ways such as making phone 

calls, sending texts and writing e-mails. 

     I know it seems like I am a broken 

record, but it seems as if these are the best 

things I can offer right now. This time of 

separation is lasting longer than any of us 

expected. We hoped to be back into some 

sense of “normal” by now, and we are still 

experiencing cancelled events and closed 

businesses. Since this is still happening, I 

want to encourage all of us to remember 

that, as God’s people, our lives are defined 

by hope and patience. As we remember this, 

we are also reminded that we are not alone 

just as God’s people have never been alone 

in their waiting while living in the present. 

The people of the Old Testament had the 

prophets to remind them of God’s presence. 

The New Testament people were told by 

Jesus, Himself, that He would always be 

with them. We have that same promise. As 

we live in this time of waiting and looking 

forward, Jesus is with us. He is walking with 

us, talking with us, and living life with us. 

 

Stay safe. I look forward to seeing you all as 

soon as possible! 

Pastor Josh 
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 Hey Friends,  

 The sunshine has gotten me excited.  This 

past weekend I started to wash and put away 

the winter coats, thermals, and bulky 

sweaters.  I know that in Iowa this may be 

jumping the gun, but there is nothing quite 

like pulling out a whole new wardrobe for 

awhile.  They say that continuing to get 

dressed every day brings about confidence 

and positivity, so what a great way to keep 

moving forward.  As I continue to think 

about moving forward it reminds me of a 

paper I wrote this past semester in my 

Greeks and Romans class.  I wrote it on 

pilgrimage.  As some of you may know, it 

has not always been safe to be a Christian.  

In the early third century A.D., Christianity 

finally became legalized in Rome and 

people could openly travel to the Holy 

places. People visited places such as the 

burning bush, the gravesite of Job, and 

Zacchaeus’s tree.  They also climbed to the 

tops of mounts such as Sinai and Nebo.  

These were long hard journeys usually done 

on foot.  Pilgrimage is part of the experience 

that developed liturgy and is like a map we 

are still guided by until this day.  I think one 

of the most interesting things to note about a 

pilgrimage is that they are not really looked 

at as important.  Going to Bethlehem or 

Jerusalem does not make a person any better 

or worse than what they were before.  Nor, 

does it give them any more faith because 

that faith was already there.  Pilgrimage is 

not necessary to know the salvation God 

gives us through Jesus.  And it actually has 

been questioned if site seeing, other 

accounts, or material objects compromise 

our focus on Jesus?  

  

So, what I learned is, the Bible is our time 

machine for history.  Just like prayer is our 

way to give thanks to God from sitting right 

inside the comforts of our own home.  So, 

during this time, remember, although life 

may be putting a hold on some of what it has 

to offer us, never will our faith journey 

come to a halt unless we ourselves decide to 

put the brakes on.   

 Peace & Love,  

 ChyAnne 

 

PASTOR JOSH’S FACEBOOK 

DEVOTION  

Romans 1:16-18 

Imagine this:  You are in a conversation 

with a group of people, and suddenly, the 

conversation turns into a discussion about 

what churches think and what churches do.,  

One of the people says, “I went to church as 

a kid, but I stopped when I became an adult.  

There was no point to it.”  Another person 

says, “I went to church for a while, but the 

place seemed to be full of people who act 

one way inside the building, but they do not 

live that way during the week.”  Finally 

another person says, “I have never been to 

church, but based on what you are saying, it 

doesn’t seem like I have missed anything.” 

How would you respond?  What would you 

do?  Would you speak up and defend your 

congregation and the larger Church?  Would 

you be willing to talk about your faith and 

the reason (s) that you nurture your faith in a 

Christian family of faith?  Would you 

remain silent and just let these three people 

have their opinions without wanting to 

offend them or risk your 

friendships/relationships with them? 

These questions aim right at the heart of the 

passage that we read from Romans for 
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today’s meditation.  Paul is saying that he 

was not ashamed of the Gospel.  He was not 

ashamed of the proclamation of the good 

news that Jesus came into the world to live 

for us, to suffer for us, to die for us, and to 

rise for us.  He was willing to share this 

good news with everyone with whom he 

came into contact. 

Paul’s work did not come without a personal 

risk to his life or to his relationships.  We 

know that Paul did not always have friendly 

audiences.  He spent time in prison for 

speaking the Word of God to people that 

were not always willing to hear it.  He was 

beaten.  He faced rough seas.  None of this 

stopped him from believing the message he 

proclaimed.  None of this stopped him from 

speaking.  Why?  Paul knew he was never 

alone when he spoke and when he faced 

adversity. 

This text comes with a challenge for us.  We 

are called to have the same faith that Paul 

had.  We are called to be willing to risk 

every earthly thing we have to share the 

Gospel with our friends, our families, and 

our acquaintances.  We are called to defend 

the message the Church proclaims, and by 

doing so, we defend the Church, which is 

the body of Christ. 

At times, being willing to speak this Word 

of God is going to come at a personal cost 

for us.  There are going to be times when we 

will face less than friendly audiences.  There 

will be times when people may be offended 

by what we say.  There may even be times 

when people make fun of us for believing in 

what Jesus came into the world to do for us.  

There may even be times when we will be 

rejected.   

When those times come, we are called to 

keep speaking the Gospel.  We are called to 

keep planting seeds and letting people hear 

about what God has done for us and for 

them.  We can do this because, like Paul, we 

believe that we are not alone when we let go 

of our shame and proclaim the Gospel.  

Jesus is with us.  He is strengthening us to 

face adversity and keep sharing the good 

news! 

Let us pray.  Heavenly God, thank you for 

the good news of the Gospel.  Thank you for 

setting us free to share this good news with 

others.  Give us the strength and the words 

we need to point people to you.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR JOSH’S FACEBOOK 

DEVOTION  

Romans 1:19-32 

The Christian life is the greatest life we can 

live.  We are able to enjoy a relationship 

with the God who made us, the God who 

calls us, and the God who promises eternal 

salvation to all of us.  We live life knowing 

that we are never alone.  We have a God 

who promises to walk with us, to talk with 

us, and to live life with us.  This means that 

we are invited to live with joy, and we are 

able to face anything life would throw at us.  

It is amazing! 

The Christian life also comes with a 

challenge.  We are called, by God, to live 

differently in comparison to the world 

around us.  The world around us tells that 
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we need to rely on ourselves and give into 

temptations that bring temporary satisfaction 

and temporary joy.  Some of these  

temptations are attractive.  They can get our 

attention and can attempt to draw us away 

from our relationship with God. 

In the verses we have before us for this 

meditation, Paul warns us against giving 

into the temptations we face every day.  

There are consequences for being willing to 

give into the temptations that lead us away 

from God.  We can experience a separation 

from living in the joy and hope that God has 

given to us.   

We have all experienced this separation in 

one way or another.  We have had those 

times when we have felt like we are away 

from our relationship with God when we 

have given into temptation and sinned.  We 

have also felt separation from other people 

when we have given in to temptation and 

violated our relationships with them.  We 

have not always been the friends or family 

members we have been called to be.  We 

have not faithfully lived out our calling into 

the various vocations that God has given to 

us. 

These separations are painful.  It is difficult 

to feel as if we have violated our 

relationship with God and our relationships 

with other people.  At times, we feel lonely 

because of the distance we feel from other 

people and from God.  This is what Paul 

explains in this passage.  He discusses the 

pain we feel when we strain our 

relationships with God and with other 

people. 

We know this separation from God and this 

strained relationship with God has been 

healed through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus.  When Jesus died on the cross and 

rose from the grave, he restored our 

relationship with God by defeating sin.  This 

means our sinfulness is overcome, and we 

are able to live in the joy and hope that God 

gives to us once again. 

Since we are able to live in a restored 

relationship with God, we are able to 

experience restoration in our relationships 

with other people.  When we sin against 

someone else and fail them, we can 

apologize to them and ask for their 

forgiveness. When someone else sins against 

us, we can offer them the gift of forgiveness 

that God has given to us through Jesus 

Christ.  This is good news! 

Let us pray, Loving God, thank you foir 

having a loving relationship with us and for 

living life with us.  Help us, we pray, to live 

our lives as a faithful response to all that you 

have done for us and to enjoy the loving 

relationship you have with us. 

When we sin, help us to repent and know 

that you have forgiven us through the death 

and resurrection of your Son.  Help us to 

share this forgiveness with other people.  In 

Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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ZION EVAN. LUTHERAN 

CHURCH MINUTES    

April 14, 2020   

      

Meeting called to order virtually via Zoom @ 

6:30 PM by Pres. Michelle 

Attendance: Pastor Josh, Joe Bahe, Brad 

Brown, Justin Duffy, Gary Goeller, Charter 

Leete, Michelle Mulfinger, Kris Rex, Roger 

Westendorf, Julie Williams, Twyla Larsen 

 Excused: ChyAnne Jha 

Opening Prayer: Brad  

Approval of Agenda/Additions: Motion by 

Brad/Kris to approve as printed. Carried. 

A. Secretary’s Mar. Minutes, Mar. 15 Sp. Mtg 

Minutes, Mar. 26 Sp. Mtg Electronic Minutes:  

    Motion by Julie/Roger to approve all three as 

printed. Carried 

B. Treasurer’s March Report: Motion by 

Brad/Roger to file treasurer’s report for end-of-

year audit. Carried. 

     Mar. Income:  $12,527.96    Mar. Expenses: 

$ 16,135.36         Net Income: (Minus)   $  -

3,607.40 

          YTD Income: $ 35,000.86    YTD Expenses: 

$52,197.61  YTD Net Income: (Minus) $ -17,196.75  

 C. President’s Report:  

 D. Pastor’s Report: Videotaping and live 

streaming services, staying in contact with shut-

ins,  members of Zion calling one another, 

looking to have Confirmation classes over 

Zoom. 

 E. Unfinished Business:   

1. Church clean-up date (April. 26): table 

until further notice 

     2.   Purchasing AED(s)-tabled 

 F. New Business: 

    1.  Thank you to the members of Zion for 

being supportive of the ministry of Jesus in our 

family of faith during this new and different 

time 

    2.  Easter services and breakfast will be 

planned when we are functioning again 

 G. Committees and Organizations reports: 

   1. Building and Grounds - Roger, Justin 

a. Roger and LouAnn are 

cleaning/sanitizing the church. 

   2. Constitution Comm.-Brad - meetings 

postponed until further notice 

   3. Fellowship/Outreach Comm-Julie 

a. Next project will be the picnic/car show 

in Sept. 

   4. Sr. Head Usher-Kris 

a. Scheduling for someone to ring the bell 

each night at 8 PM. 

   5. Parish Ed: Joe 

a. Will share different sources that have 

free lessons for families and their children 

   6. Roepke Scholarship: Pastor Josh - 

Delayed to May 

   7. Stewardship & Finance: Kris – No meeting 

   8. Technology: Gary 

a. BIG Thank you to Gary and Caleb 

Schunk for video taping, live streaming all the 

services on Facebook, UTube, Zion’s webpage, 

and Mediacom local TV channel Sundays at 

10:15 AM. 

   9. WELCA:  

  10. Worship & Music - 

Charter/Michelle/Roger 

Closed with The Lord’s Prayer 

Adjournment at 6:58 PM -motion by 

Brad/seconded by Kris. 

Respectfully Submitted, Twyla Larsen, Council 

Secretary  

** Subject to approval at next month’s meeting 

TRIENNIAL  GATHERING 2020 

Phoenix, Arizona 

July 16-19, 2020 

Renew your spirit with thousands of faithful 

women just like you who are eager to grow, 

learn, pray and party – together!   

Join us in Phoenix, and live your faith in 

love that leads to justice. 

Register online: welcatg.org 

Opens September 30, 2019 

Early bird discount through January 6, 2020.  

Registration materials are online only. 
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COMMUNITY KITCHEN CUPBOARD 

If you would like to help people of our 

community who are short of food, please bring 

the food items to the church and place them in 

the collection box located in the entry of the 

church. They will be taken to the Cupboard.  

Our assigned item for months of April and May 

is Muffin mixes. 

 

 

 

 
BIBLE STUDY –  

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 

Zion Lutheran Church has an awesome Bible 

Study every Wednesday morning at 7:45 to 9.  

It is based on the Gather magazine. Maxine 

Losen leads this study and with her knowledge 

of the Bible, we always end up learning 

something new every week.  We have 

interesting conversations and lots of laughter 

and even sometimes, tears.(There are treats 

involved too) 

Please come and join us, everyone is welcome!   
 
 
 

KCRG, KWWL, KGAN 
Cancellation of Church service or Office 

closing 

Watch your favorite TV station to see if service 

has been cancelled or the office is closed due to 

BAD WINTER weather conditions. 

 APPLICATION FORM FOR EWALU 

CAMPERSHIP 

There are 10 EWALU camperships 

available for the 2020 summer camping 

season funded by the Arthur Roepke 

Scholarship Fund. The fund will pay 

EWALU the remaining cost after the deposit 

has been paid by the camper’s family. The 

deposit paid by the camper is $100.  If 

additional family members attend, the 

additional deposit amounts paid by the 

family will be $50 for each camper.  

The scholarships are awarded on a first 

come, first serve basis. If camp attendance is 

contingent upon receiving a campership, 

please check with the office for availability. 

Requirements:  

 The child has completed grades 1-12  

 The child is a Zion Lutheran Sunday 

School or Confirmation student or a H.S. 

confirmed member of Zion  

 The completed camp form and deposit 

has been sent to EWALU 

Camper’s 

Name_______________________________ 

Parent’s Name(s) 

____________________________________ 

Address 

____________________________________ 

Grade completed 

____________________________________ 

Date form and deposit mailed to EWALU 

____________________________________ 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO THE 

CHURCH OFFICE 
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 There are Roepke Scholarships available 

to high school seniors who are confirmed 

members of Zion.  An application can be 

picked up in the church office or on the table 

in the Narthex.  If you would prefer, I 

could send you an application. Please call 

the office and leave your name and 

address. 

There is a $500 Roepke non-traditional 

student scholarship available.  The definition 

of a non-traditional student is an adult who 

has been out of the educational system for a 

minimum of 10 years.  Applicants will be 

active members of Zion Lutheran Church. 

They will be adults who intend to pursue a 

second career or complete their formal 

education.  They must plan to attend an 

accredited institution of higher learning. 

 

Please submit an application stating in your 

own words why you are applying for this 

scholarship.  Applications are due to the 

church office on or before Friday, May 1, 

2020.  
 

  
 

 

 

Zion's Financial update: 

 

During these times, Stewardship & Finance 

would like to update everyone on Zion's 

finances.  We hope to make this update a 

monthly item in the Messenger for the 

congregation to understand our financial 

position. 

 

March 30, 2020: 

 

Total Income (All sources):        $12,527.96 

Total Expenses:                             16,135.36 

Net Loss:                                   -$  3,607.40 

 

Year to Date  (Jan. - Mar.): 

 

Total Income (All Sources):       $35,000.86 

Total Expenses:                            52,197.61 

Net Loss Year to Date:              -$17,196.75 

 

We are asking the congregation to consider 

easy giving.   Many members have enrolled 

in this program which makes managing their 

support of Zion “easy”.  If you are interested 

in enrolling in this program, simply contact 

the church office at 283-1207 and someone 

can assist you.  There is also the option of 

using the website and make your 

contribution using a credit card.  By using 

one of these methods, you will be assured 

the work of Zion will continue to be a 

blessing to Oelwein and the surrounding 

community.   

 

Thank you, 

Stewardship & Finance Committee 
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NEW DATE FOR SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 

Saturday, August 22, 2020 
 

The 2020 Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 

has been postponed until Saturday, August 22 at 

Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls.  The 

primary purpose of this one day assembly will 

be the election of a new bishop.  Voting 

members will also elect a synod secretary, 

synod council members and nominating 

committee. 

Check the synod assembly web page for 

updates regarding registration and agenda, 

www.neiasynod.org/synod-assembly-2020. 

 

  

 

AED (Automatic External Defibrillators) 

Church Council would like to add two 

automatic external defibrillators to the 

church; one for upstairs and one for 

downstairs.  The cost would be $2848.10.  

We have a family that is willing to donate 

the first $1000 and we are asking the 

congregation to donate towards the balance.  

Please consider helping out on this special 

project.    
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Zion has added a form for prayer requests on 

the Zion website, zionlutheranoelwein.org   

There is also a place on this form to mark if 

you would like a call from the pastoral staff.  

This will make it easier and quicker than 

going through a third party or answering 

machine since our hours in the office are cut 

back because of covid-19.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER THERESA 

(Submitted by Verna deTemmerman) 

“Today in the world there is so much 

suffering because of that want of prayer in 

the family, of unity in the family.  So today 

when we remember, let us make one small 

resolution that will bring prayer into one’s 

family, that will teach our children to pray 

and you will see the joy and love and the 

peace that will come into your hearts.”-   

Mother Theresa on Life 

Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. 

Life is beauty, admire it. 

Life is a dream, realize it. 

Life is a challenge, meet it. 

Life is a duty, complete it. 

Life is a game, play it. 

Life is a promise, fulfill it. 

Life is sorrow, overcome it. 

Life is a song, sing it. 

Life is a struggle, accept it. 

Life is a tragedy, confront it. 

Life is an adventure, dare it. 

Life is luck, make it. 

Life is life, fight for it. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS  

for May 2020 

If you noticed, we did not include a Worship 

Leaders sheet in the May Messenger.  We 

don’t know when we will be back to having 

a regular church service.  When we are able 

to do that again we will include that 

schedule in the first or second week’s 

bulletin. 

http://www.neiasynod.org/synod-assembly-2020

