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THE MESSENGER of 
Zion Lutheran Church 

402 East Charles St. Oelwein, Iowa 50662 319-283-1207 
Email address: zionoelwein@gmail.com 

  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
Pastor Josh Schunk 

Pastoral Assistant – ChyAnne Slick 
++++++++++ 

 

Worship Schedule:     Sunday – 9:00am & Wednesday at 6:00pm 
  At Zion we desire to be: “The Welcome Place, Reaching Out with the Love of Jesus” 

 

Website: zionlutheranoelwein.org        Facebook: Zion Lutheran Oelwein Page 
 

God Is with Us               September 2021               in All Things 

 

Zion’s Mission Statement 
“As people of God, called and forgiven by Jesus Christ, we understand God’s mission through us, 

to be reaching out in love to the community, nation and world.  To do this we will share God’s 
Word of salvation through witnessing, teaching and the sacraments, and build opportunities for 

growth in Christian life and service. 
 Worship in the parking lot can be heard in your cars on FM radio, 88.5.  

From the Pastor 
Friends in Christ, 

 Greetings to each and every one of you 

from God our loving heavenly Father and our 

living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope and 

pray that this newsletter finds all of you well 

now that we are heading back into our fall 

routines. 

 Since we have been together for over 

four years (where did that time go?), you have 

probably learned that I love positive energy and 

having a positive attitude toward life and the 

work that we do together in this place. If you 

come to my office during the week, you would 

see little signs that are reminders of my need to 

surround myself with positivity. I have a sign 

on my back door that says, “Attitude is 

everything. Pick a good one.” I have a sign on 

my front door that says, “Today is a good day 

for a good day.” If someone tells me to have a 

good day, I tend to respond, “I always do!” 

 Why do I believe in the power of 

positive energy and having a positive attitude? I 

believe in these things because that is the call 

we receive when we hear the Gospel spoken 

into our lives. All of us have those things that 

work hard to hold us back in life. We all have 

those things that we have done and said that 

have been less than positive. We have sinned. 

We have made mistakes. We have failed in our 

relationships with God, and we have failed in 

our relationships with other people. When we 

hear and learn about the power of Jesus’ 

resurrection from the dead, we are invited, by 

God, to know that what Jesus did on the cross 

and from the grave was done for us! 

 The Gospel empowers us to live in a new 

and different way. The world wants to hold us 

back. The world wants to tell us how we have 

never been enough and how we will never be 

enough. The world wants to remind us of our 
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shortcomings, our failures, and our sins. The 

Gospel tells us that we are enough, not in the 

eyes of the world, but in the eyes of our loving 

God who sent Jesus into the world for us! Since 

Jesus was sent into the world for us, we are 

more than enough in the eyes of our loving 

God! 

 Believing this requires us to do more 

than just hear it. Having faith in this requires us 

to have a complete change of heart. We need to 

move from listening to the voice of the world 

around us to listening to the voice of God 

calling us by name through the waters of 

baptism and placing the gift of faith within us. 

 Once this gift of faith has been given to 

us, we realize that the voices around us that try 

to hold us back are lying. They are not telling us 

the truth about who we are or whose we are. 

They try to tell us that we live to ourselves and 

for ourselves. 

 The Gospel sets us free. When we are 

gift of faith, we can believe that we belong to 

God. We are His beloved children. Nothing can 

take us out of God’s hands, as St. Paul reminds 

us in Romans chapter 8. We no longer live for 

ourselves. We live for God and to share this 

good news with our friends, our families, and 

our acquaintances. 

 Fall is a great time to hear again about 

the renewal that comes through the Gospel 

because this is the time of year when we make 

new beginnings. School years start for the 

young people in our community, and we can be 

renewed by some of the things that are 

happening in the community and in our family 

of faith. 

 My prayer is that each of us would 

experience the newness of life that we are given 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. As we do so, I would pray that we all 

look for the positive things that are happening 

around us. When we do, we will see that our 

relationships with God and our relationships 

with other people are not based on 

shortcomings. They are based on what is going 

well and what will continue to go well in the 

future. 

Just a thought… 

 
Pastor Josh 

Visitation Update 

Over the last few weeks, it has become more 

difficult for us to make visits again due to rising 

numbers of COVID-19 cases in our area. Since 

we would still like to be in touch with you, we 

are going to try something new and different. 

On Sunday mornings, we are going to be 

passing around a clipboard with appointment 

times on it. The times listed will be times that 

someone from the pastoral staff will give you a 

call during the week to have a conversation 

about faith, life, and almost anything else. Also, 

if you would like to schedule a time for a 

conversation over the phone, please send an e-

mail to the church office at 

zionoelwein@gmail.com or to Pastor Josh at 

pastjosh@hotmail.com. We know this is not the 

ideal way for us to have conversations, but for 

now, this is the safest way for us to proceed. We 

are hoping to be back in people’s homes soon! 

Upcoming Youth Events! 

Yes, youth ministry is getting going at Zion 

again this fall! I know it has been a while since 

we have done much because of the summer and 

other things in people’s lives. But, we are 

excited about getting our school year kicked 

off! 

1
st
 Event – Confirmation and ZOWe 

Orientation Night on September 8
th

 at 7:00 

pm 

All youth in grades 5-9 are invited to this 

meeting to discuss what we will be doing in 

Confirmation and ZOWe this year. We will also 

hand out our Confirmation handbooks and 

discuss our schedules. We ask that parents and 

students attend this meeting together. 

2
nd

 Event – Sunday School Parents Meeting 

September 15
th

 at 6:00 pm 
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All parents of youth who are ages 3-4
th

 grade 

are invited to this meeting. We want to have a 

conversation about what our younger youth 

programming will look this year. For us to have 

a great program, we are inviting parents into our 

planning process. Please attend this meeting 

because we are going to have an exciting 

conversation about what our kids will be doing 

together. 

From the Pastoral Assistant 
Dearest Friends,  

I hope this letter finds you all happy and 

well.  I am looking out tonight at the effects of 

the latest thunderstorm, and I am in awe how so 

many tiny droplets of water and different sized 

ice crystals can reap so much havoc in our 

community.  Lately, our rain seems to come at a 

price.  Limbs in our yards, power outages, 

sometimes worse.   

Weather is an interesting subject and I 

often encourage my youngest son, Izik, to go to 

college to be a meteorologist.  I even bought 

him some books on the subject.  Move over 

Pete the Cat, here comes National Geographic!  

And yes, we do read them together.  (Honestly, 

I think it does me good to have “weather” 

explained at such a basic level.)  Together we 

figure out little tidbits of knowledge about how 

this amazing planet, God’s creation, works.  

And that is a good thing, if we think back to 

what God said to Job amidst his weather 

sufferings.  (Job lost his children because strong 

winds came and blew their eldest brother’s 

house down on top of them.  Side note: this was 

Satan’s doings.)  God described the enormity of 

his universe and drilled Job on his knowledge 

of it!  (Think about it: as humans how many of 

our conversations revolve around the weather)  

Job loses his wealth and his health, but maybe 

God’s questions were also intended to show Job 

what he could still have left.  His knowledge.  

So, let’s take knowledge and amp it up a step 

(or two).   

Job is part of a collection of books in the 

Bible called Wisdom literature.  Wisdom is said 

to be distinct from knowledge because 

knowledge is simply knowing something, and 

wisdom is understanding how that knowledge 

should be applied or used (timefortruth.org).   

Wisdom literature is found in the middle of our 

Bibles.  Along with Job, there are Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and Psalms that 

could be classified in this genre.  King Solomon 

could have asked God for anything, and what 

did he ask for?  Wisdom.  His wisdom 

surpassed all wisdom of his time.  So, it comes 

as no surprise that he is the author of some of 

the Bible’s practical wisdom literature.  One of 

my favorite wisdom verses is, “To understand a 

proverb or a figure, the words of the wise and 

their riddles” Proverbs 1:6, NRSV.  

As we know, Jesus spoke in parables 

(which is what a figure is).  Pastor recently 

offered a Bible study that dug into what is 

beneath the surface of Jesus’s parables.  (Great 

study by the way!)   Just as we dig into the 

Gospels, we should be doing so with the rest of 

scripture.  The hope of the Gospels is what 

keeps us searching.  Our faith is what allows us 

to move.  There are good things in the Old 

Testament too!  Would you dig in the same 

place to find oil or gold??  Or are they found on 

the surface of things?  NO!  We must diligently 

keep mining the scriptures so when we are 

confronted with those hard questions, we know 

how to answer them.  “How much better to get 

wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to 

be chosen rather than silver” Proverbs 16:16.   

Wisdom helps with our resiliency in life.  It is a 

treasure for us all!  Amen. 

Take care everyone!! 

ChyAnne 

P.S.  For those that are interested, my course 

line up for Fall Term involves: Greek Readings, 

Human Behavior, Sexual Ethics, Group and 

Organizational Behavior, and World Religions 

in Dialogue.  
Office Updates 

 I want to congratulate the fitness class 

participants for making so much progress!  Zion 

member JoAnne VanCleave was presented with 
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a Certificate of Perfect Attendance thru her first 

month.  Congratulations JoAnne!   

 Due to volunteer availability, group 

fitness classes now require pre-registration by 

contacting Linny at (319) 269-1035.  All classes 

are still just $2; no one will be turned away for 

inability to pay.  Although all ages and levels 

are welcome, Silver Sneakers will reimburse the 

instructor to cover licensing and operating costs 

from participating Medicare plans.  Monetary 

donations go into a fund to purchase equipment, 

music, incidentals, and eventually community 

fundraising.   

 We are still in need of some donations to 

help better the fitness ministry experience: 

large portable Bluetooth speaker, large digital 

timer, fitness music with commercial licensing, 

handled tubing, exercise bands, 2-8 pound 

weights, and 8” hollow exercise balls.  Please 

make arrangements to drop off donations by 

calling the Zion office at (319) 283-1207. 

Oelwein 4H 

 Oelwein Cool Clovers 4H club meetings 

are held at Zion each month.  If you’re 

interested in joining 4H as a member, volunteer, 

or just want to see what 4H is all about, please 

join us for our Fall Kickoff September 9
th

 at 

6:30pm.  If you would like to sponsor a member 

or have any questions please visit 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/fayette/4h or 

contact Linny at 319-269-1035. 

Shepard of the Hills Ministries 

Clothing center:  

Donations we are MOST IN NEED OF: 

Fall/Winter Youth Size Clothing; Men’s Jeans; 

Kitchen, Pots/Pans; Towels, hand towels & 

washcloths & Bed Sheets, Blankets in all sizes!   

Winter Gear 4 Kids: 

We will be gearing up to help families with 

ensuring children have winter coats, hats & 

gloves for the cooler/cold weather! We will be 

looking for heavy/waterproof gloves, mittens & 

hats for toddler thru adult size.  Please call the 

office with any inquiries on purchasing new 

coats for the project! 

Oelwein Community Kitchen Cupboard 

 Donations requested for the month of 

September: Macaroni & Cheese mixes 

Sacred Heart Parish 

 Zion members are invited to an Ice 

Cream Social on September 8
th

 from 4:30-

6:30pm.  Free will donations will be accepted.  

Everyone welcome!  Drive thru & carry-outs 

are available at the North door of the gym.   

Menu: grilled hamburgers and hot dogs, potato 

salad, chips, baked beans, homemade pies, ice 

cream sundaes, lemonade, cookies, and bars.   

Faith Discipleship Center 

 BBQ Supper 5:30-7:30pm Saturday, 

September 11
th

.  Come join the fellowship and 

fun! All proceeds will go toward the FDC 

Remodel Project.  Freewill offering. 

T&T BBQ Menu: BBQ brisket, potato salad, 

beans, desserts, and drinks. 

 FDC needs list: bacon, beef roasts, brats, 

sliced cheese, shredded cheddar, mozzarella, 

milk, juice, sugar, salted stick butter, oil, toilet 

cleaner, toilet paper, air freshener, and carpet 

fresh. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Special Council via Email  

Aug. 22, 2021 

Attendance by email: Pastor Josh, ChyAnne 

Slick, Kris Rex, Justin Duffy, Gary Goeller, 

Jacci Kaltenbach, Charter Leete, Dan Leisinger, 

Gerd McShane, Heidi Vine, Julie Williams, 

Twyla Larsen 

President Kris emailed council members that 

she has been contacted by Zion’s Thrivent Rep,  

Mark Beckman, to set up an account for a 

member to make an investment transfer to Zion 

Lutheran Church.  

Motion by Heide/seconded by Charter to allow 

Kristina M. Rex authorization to set up the 

account and be the signer for transactions. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

Respectfully Submitted, Twyla Larsen, Council 

Secretary  

** Subject to approval at next month’s meeting 
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SEPTEMBER 2021 BIRTHDAYS 
September 1 
Harold Larson 
September 2 
Kathleen Bell 
Ron Seegers 
September 3 
Dalton Lenz 
September 4 
Mary Jo Kunkle 
September 6 
Jeffrey Ralls 
Tammie Williams 
September 8 
Erika Scheffert 
September 10 
John Hintz 
Anthony Reinking 
September 13 
Stephanie Oldfather 
Dave Schmidt 
September 15 
Ruth Brown 
September 17 
Joshua Schunk 
September 18 
Macy Westendorf 
September 19 
Steve Saville 
Emily Vine 
September 22 
Tristan Little 
September 24 

Ashley Tuecke 
Marcia Wakeford 
Jaxon Weber 
September 25 
Chris Grundmeyer 
Les Grundmeyer 
September 26 
Mike Thimmesch 
September 27 
Harold Teem 
September 28 
Marsha Schulz 
Michael Willfong 
September 29 
Delores Brandt 
David Sondrol 
 
SEPTEMBER 2021 ANNIVERSARIES 
September 11 
Debbie & Doug Nuss 
September 12 
Nathan & Karlee Weidemann 
September 16 
Bettie & Les Fox 
September 29 
Gerd & Tracy McShane 
September 30 
Candace & Jon King
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