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THE 16
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 September 12, 2021 – 9:00am  
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

402 East Charles Street, Oelwein, Iowa – 319-283-1207 

Pastor Josh Schunk 

Pastoral Assistant ChyAnne Slick 

 “The Welcome Place” 

“Reaching Out with the Love of Jesus” 
 

 

 

Zion’s Mission Statement 
As people of God, called and forgiven by Jesus Christ, we understand God’s mission 

through us, to be reaching out in love to the community, nation and world.  To do 

this we will share God’s Word of salvation through witnessing, teaching and the 

sacraments, and build opportunities for growth in Christian life and service. 

Today’s Head Usher: 

Sunday, 9:00am Kris Rex 

PRELUDE 

Thank you Rosalind, for playing for our services this weekend. 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand for the ringing of the bell) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom  no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your  Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most 

merciful God, 

(A moment of silence for self-reflection) 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and  by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made  us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 

☩  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

power  through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 

SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM 

MARLEE ELIZABETH VONDRACEK 

Congratulations to Marlee Elizabeth Vondracek, daughter of Tucker and Elizabeth 

Vondracek, born May 28, 2021.  Her sponsors are Jason Franck and Mackenzie 

Fisher.  May Marlee grow in grace and peace as a child of God. 

GATHERING SONG: GIVE TO OUR GOD IMMORTAL PRAISE! 

(Red)#848 

1.  Give to our God immortal praise! Mercy and truth are all his ways.  Wonders 

of grace to God belong; repeat his mercies in your song. 

2.  He sent his Son with pow’r to save from guilt and darkness and the grave.  

Wonders of grace to God belong; repeat his mercies in our song. 

3.   Give to the Lord of lords renown; the King of kings with glory crown.  His 

mercies ever shall endure when lords and kings are known now more!    

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the  Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us Pray. 
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C:  Lord God, you are love, and you have shown your love for us by sending 

Jesus into the world to live for us, to die for us, and to rise for us. Help us to 

know this love and to trust in this love every day of our lives. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
1
Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that 

the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are 

about to cross into and occupy, 
2
so that you and your children and your children’s 

children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all his 

decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may 

be long. 
3
Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go 

well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk 

and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 
5
You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

might. 
6
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 

7
Recite 

them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are 

away, when you lie down and when you rise. 
8
Bind them as a sign on your hand, 

fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 
9
and write them on the doorposts of your 

house and on your gates. 

The word of the Lord.           Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 23  
1
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

2
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 
3
   he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 

   for his name’s sake. 
4
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

   I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

   your rod and your staff— 

   they comfort me. 



4 

 

 
5
 You prepare a table before me 

   in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

   my cup overflows. 
6
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

   all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

   my whole life long. 

Selah 

SECOND READING:  1 John 4:1-8 
1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
2
By this you 

know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, 
3
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 

God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is 

coming; and now it is already in the world. 
4
Little children, you are from God, and 

have conquered them; for the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in 

the world. 
5
They are from the world; therefore what they say is from the world, 

and the world listens to them. 
6
We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to 

us, and whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the 

spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for 

God is love. 

The word of the Lord.           Thanks be to God. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Red Hymnal #151) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

P: The holy gospel according to 1 John, chapter 3. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: 1 John 3:14-21 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
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16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him 

are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, 

because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this 

is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 

darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil 

hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: YOUR ARE LOVED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: JESUS LOVES ME  (Red)#595 

1.  Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to him belong, 

they are weak, but he is strong.  Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves 

me, yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

2.  Jesus loves me! he who died heaven’s gates to open wide; he will wash away 

my sin, let his little child come in.  R 

3.  Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; when at last I come to 

die, he will take me home on high.  R 

APOSTLE’S CREED (Red, page 217) (Please stand if you are able.) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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Congregational Response: Hear our prayer. (Please be seated.) 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

At Zion Lutheran we practice open Communion, so if you are visiting with us 

today, you are most welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table. Young children 

and others who do not commune may come forward for a blessing.  If it is 

difficult for you to come to the front for Communion, inform the ushers and 

Communion will be brought to you in the pew. 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory 

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, 

undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Red Hymnal #153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER (Red, page 208) 

P: We pray together as Jesus taught us. 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us of our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION 

LOVE HAS COME (Red)#292 

1.  Love has come – a light in the darkness!  Love shines forth in the Bethlehem 

skies.  See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

2.  Love is born!  Come, share in the wonder.  Love is God now asleep in the hay.  

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?  

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love!  Jesus, Immanuel. 

3.  Love has come and never will leave us!  Love is life everlasting and free.  Love 

is Jesus within and among us.  Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.  Love! 

Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.  Love! Love!  Praise to you, God on high! 
Text©1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music  

All rights reserved.  ©Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726585 

  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Red)#631 

1.  Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down!  Fix in us 

thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all 

compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy salvation, enter ev’ry 

trembling heart.  

2.  Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev’ry troubled breast; let us all in 

thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest.  Take away the love of sinning; Alpha 

and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 

3.  Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return, and 

never, never more thy temples leave.  Thee we would be always blessing, serve 

thee as thy hosts above, pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect 

love. 

4.  Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great 

salvation perfectly restored in thee!  Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n 
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we take our place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and 

praise! 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. 

C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING SONG: JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE(Red)#836 

1.  Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love!  Hearts unfold like 

flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above.  Melt the clouds of sin and 

sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away.  Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with 

the light of day. 

2.  All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, stars 

and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and 

mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain call 

us to rejoice in thee. 

3.  Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, well-spring of the joy 

of living, ocean depth of happy rest!  Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who 

live in love are thine; teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine!   
Text ©1964 World Library Publications 
All rights reserved.  ©Reprinted under onelicense.net  #A-726585 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Calendar:  September 12-19, 2021 
Sunday Worship/Communion 9:00am 

  Picnic 12:00pm 

  Rally Day & Car Show 12:00pm 

   

Monday Council Meeting 6:30pm 

   

Wednesday Quilting 9:00am 

  Bible Study 1:00pm 

  Sunday School Parent Meeting 6:00pm 

  ZOWe 7:00pm 

 

Next Sunday Worship/Communion 9:00am  

  Rally Day & Car Show 12:00pm 

       

Attendance for last Sunday & Wednesday: 78  

Last Weekend Offering:  $1,977.00 

 

Zion Office Updates  To update your contact information, text alerts, or to have your 

newsletter sent by email, please visit http://zionlutheranoelwein.org/stay-in-touch 

 

The Messenger of October  Please send events and information for the monthly 

newsletter by September 20, 2021 to zionoelwein@gmail.com  

 

Lutheran World Relief supplies need for School kits 
70-sheet notebooks of wide/college-ruled no loose leaf paper, pencil sharpener, pair of 

KIDS scissors, #2 pencils w/erasers UNSHARPENED, black or blue ballpoint, pens (no 

gel ink); 16 or 24 crayons, 2 ½” eraser, sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth, bag, 

approx. 14” x 17” w/shoulder straps, (no standard backpacks) 

 

Camp Ewalu  Annual Fall Festival & Quilt Auction 9am to 5pm Saturday, September 

18
th

.  A free-will lunch is served at noon and the auctions starts at 1pm.  The quilt auction 

will run online and in-person. 

http://zionlutheranoelwein.org/stay-in-touch

