
1  

Calvary Baptist Church Covenant, Articles of Faith and Bylaws 



2  

CHURCH COVENANT 
All of our public services are open to anyone and everyone. Membership is the next step for 
those who want to commit themselves to the work of Christ through this local church body. 
Jesus is at work through the church and those who commit themselves in membership join in 
the work of God in a very important way. Through the church we are able to proclaim the 
gospel, uphold truth, and be the salt and the light in a world that needs direction and rescue. In 
a very real way, those who are members embody the teachings of Christ for the world to see. 
Our lives are living epistles known and read by all men (2 Corinthians 3:2). 

Understanding the importance of our role as members of the body of Christ, we covenant 
together. 

Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and having been baptized, and being in 
agreement with Calvary’s statements and beliefs, I do now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite 
with the Calvary Baptist Church Family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other 
members to do the following: 

1. I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH 

I will act in love toward other members by refusing to gossip and by following the leaders. 

Romans 14:19 - “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by 
which one may edify another.” 

1 Peter 1:22 - “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,” 

Ephesians 4:29 - “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.” 

Hebrews 13:17 - “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for 
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that 
would be unprofitable for you.” 

2. I WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH 

I will pray for the growth of the church. Understanding that the gospel is for everyone and that 
Jesus said He came to seek and to save the lost, I will invite the unchurched to attend as well 
as being a witness to my sphere of influence. I will warmly welcome those who visit. 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 - “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our 
prayers.” 

Luke 14:23 - “Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” 
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John 20:21 - "So Jesus said to them again, 'Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.'" 

Romans 15:7 - “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of 
God.” 

3. I WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH 

I will attend faithfully. I will give regularly. I will make an effort to discover my gifts and talents. I 
will work to be equipped by my pastors. I will develop a servant’s heart as I volunteer as a part 
of the mission of the church. 

Hebrews 10:25 - “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

1 Peter 4:10 - “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God.” 

Ephesians 4:11-12 - “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,” 

Philippians 2:3-4,7 - “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his 
own interests, but also for the interests of others. but made Himself of no reputation, taking the 
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.” 

1 Corinthians 16:2 - “On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, 
storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” 

Leviticus 27:30 - “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of 
the tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord.” 

Proverbs 3:9-10 - “Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your 
increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.” 

4. I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH 

Understanding that my life should reflect the truth of scripture and affects the reputation of our 
church, I will do the following: 

I will live a godly life. By God’s grace I will strive to walk in holiness as an act of worship to 
Jesus Christ, who saved me from my sin so that I could live a new life. I will practice complete 
chastity before marriage and complete fidelity in heterosexual marriage by abstaining from 
practices such as cohabitation, pornography, and fornication. I will refrain from substance 
abuse, drunkenness and other sinful behavior as the Bible dictates. Should I sin in such a 
manner, I agree to confess my sins to Christian brothers and sisters, and seek help to put my 
sin to death. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
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Colossians 3:5 - “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” 

Romans 13:12-14 - “The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not 
in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” 

Hebrews 13:4 - “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge.” 

Matthew 5:28 - “But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

Job 31:1 - “I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I look upon a young 
woman?” 

Proverbs 20:1 “Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is 
not wise.” 

Galatians 5:19-21 - “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; 
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 
1 John 1:6-9 - “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that 
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 

 
James 5:16 - "Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may 
be healed." 

Philippians 1:27 - “Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,” 

See also Proverbs chapter 5 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-7:9. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
We believe in a supernatural Bible, which tells of a supernatural Christ, Who had a 
supernatural birth, Who spoke supernatural words, Who performed supernatural miracles, 
Who lived a supernatural life, Who died a supernatural death, Who rose in supernatural 
splendor, Who intercedes as a supernatural priest and Who will one day return in supernatural 
glory to establish a supernatural kingdom on the earth. 

 
I. Of The Scriptures 
We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men supernaturally inspired; that it has truth 
without any admixture of error for its matter; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the 
age, the only complete and final revelation of the will of God to man; the true center of Christian 
union and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions should be 
tried. 
By “The Holy Bible” we mean that collection of sixty-six books, from Genesis to Revelation, 
which, as originally written does not only contain and convey the Word of God, but IS the very 
Word of God. 
By “inspiration” we mean that the books of the Bible were written by holy men of old, as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit, in such a definite way that their writings were supernaturally and 
verbally inspired and free from error, as no other writings have ever been or ever will be 
inspired. 
II Tim. 3:16-17; II Peter. 1:19-21; Acts 1:16; Acts 28:25; Psa. 119:105, 130, 160; Luke 24:25-27; 
John 17:17; Luke 24:44-45; Psa. 119:89; Prov. 30:5-6; Rom. 3:4; I Peter 1:23; Rev. 22:19; John 
12:48; Isa. 8:20; Eph. 6:17; Rom. 15:4; Luke 16:31; Psa. 19:7-11; John 5:45-47; John 5:39 
 
II. Of The True God 
We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, the 
maker and supreme ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness and worthy of 
all possible honor, confidence and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three 
persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and 
executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. 
Ex. 20:2-3; Gen 17:1; I Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:6; John 4:24; Psa. 147:5; Psa. 83:18; Psa. 90:2; Jer. 
10:10; Ex. 15:11; Rev. 4:11; I Tim 1:17; Rom. 11:33; Mark 12:30; Matt. 28:19; John 15:26; I 
Cor. 12:4-6; I John 5:7; John 10:30; John 17:5; I Cor. 2:10-11; Phil 2:5-6; Eph. 2:18; II Cor. 
13:14 
 
III. Of The Holy Spirit 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person; equal with God the Father and God the Son 
and of the same nature; that He was active in the creation; that in His relation to the unbelieving 
world He restrains the evil one until God's purpose is fulfilled; that He convicts of sin, of 
judgment and of righteousness; that He bears witness to the Truth of the Gospel in preaching 
and testimony; that He is the agent in the New Birth; that He seals, endues, guides, teaches, 
witnesses, sanctifies and helps the believer. 
John 14:16-17; Matt. 28:19; Heb. 9:14; John 14:26; Luke 1:35; Gen. 1;1-3; II Thess. 2:7; John 
16:8-11; John 15:26-27; Acts 5:30-32; John 3:5-6; Eph. 1:13-14; Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 
3:16; John 1:33; Acts 11:16; Luke 24:49; John16:13; Rom. 8:14; Rom. 8:16; II Thess. 2:13; I 
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Peter 1:2; Rom. 8:26-27 
 
IV. Of Spiritual Sign Gifts and Baptism of The Holy Spirit 
Calvary Baptist Church is a non-charismatic, conservative, evangelical fellowship that 
welcomes all who know Jesus Christ as their Savior and all who are seeking Him. Those who 
claim to possess the gift of tongues and other sign gifts are welcome to worship and fellowship 
with us if they are willing to be a source of unity rather than division within our church body. 
Because we believe this is a secondary (non-gospel) issue, we do not exclude from fellowship 
or membership those who believe the sign gifts are still widely in operation today.  We believe 
that the Word of God is the final revelation to mankind. We believe the Scriptures teach that 
sign gifts, such as tongues, were primarily for a specific period of time before the cannon of 
scripture was complete and for a specific purpose in which God granted certain gifts exclusively 
to the apostles and their appointees during the formative years of the early church. We further 
believe that the gift of tongues consisted of the ability to speak in various languages, both 
known and unknown to the believer, but that these languages were actual phonetic languages. 
The purpose of this gift seems to be to advance the gospel to peoples or nations that have not 
heard the gospel before (Acts 2:4-8 and 1 Corinthians 14:22). The purpose of this gift is not in 
any way to be an evidence of salvation.  
Acts 2:43, Acts 5:12, 2 Corinthians 12:12, 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 
 
We believe that the Christian life is supernatural and that the Lord continues to perform 
miracles. We also believe that current displays of the gift of tongues distract from the main task 
of the local church, which is to glorify God through the fulfillment of the Great Commission ‐ 
Matthew 28:19-20. 
 
Calvary Baptist Church seeks to prevent the propagation of doctrines that would cause divisions 
within an individual church. Although we do not control personal, individual interactions with the 
Lord, the expression of tongues and other sign gifts are not to be expressed at meetings that 
are under the organization and authority of Calvary Baptist Church. 
 
The Scripture says that all true believers have been baptized into one body by the Holy Spirit    
(I Corinthians 12:13) and that there is only one baptism of the Spirit - also known as the sealing 
of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 4:5) 
The baptism of the Spirit is to be distinguished from the filling of the Spirit. The baptism of the 
Spirit is not an experience to be sought but is God’s gift to every believer. It is a one time work 
of the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation. (Matt. 3:11; Ephesians 5:18) 
 
V. Of The Devil, Or Satan 
We believe that Satan was once holy, and enjoyed heavenly honors; but through pride and 
ambition to be as the Almighty, fell and drew after him a host of angels; that he is now the 
malignant prince of the power of the air, and the unholy god of this world. We hold him to be 
man's great tempter, the enemy of God and His Christ, the accuser of the saints, the author of 
all false religions, the chief power back of the present apostasy; the lord of the antichrist, and 
the author of all the powers of darkness – destined however to final defeat at the hands of 
God's own Son, and to the judgment of an eternal justice in hell, a place prepared for him and 
his angels. 
Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:14-17; Rev. 12:9; Jude 6; II Peter2:4; Eph. 2:2; John 14:30; I Thess. 
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3:5; Matt. 4:1-3; I Peter.5:8; I John 3:8; Matt. 13:39; Luke 22:3-4; Rev. 12:10; II Cor. 11:13-15; 
Mark 13:21-22; I John 4:3; II John7; I John 2:22; Rev. 13:13-14; II Thess. 2:8-11; Rev. 
19:11,16, 20; Rev. 12:7-9; Rev. 20:1-3, 10; Matt. 25:41. 
 
VI. Of The Creation 
We believe in the Genesis account of creation and that it is to be accepted literally, and not 
allegorically or figuratively; that man was created directly in God’s own image and after His own 
likeness; that man’s creation was not a matter of evolution or evolutionary change of species, or 
development through interminable periods of time from lower to higher forms; that all animal 
and vegetable life was made directly and God’s established law was that they should bring for 
only “after their kind.” Since God created mankind into genders distinctly male and female, we 
believe that the only legitimate marriage is that between a man and a woman. He has 
commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of marriage. We believe that 
any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, incest, fornication, adultery and 
pornography are sinful perversions of God’s gift of sex. We believe that God rejects any attempt 
to alter one’s gender by surgery or appearance. 
Gen. 1.1; Ex 20:11; Acts 4:24; Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 11:3; John 1:3; Rev. 10:6; Rom. 1:20; Acts 
17:23-26; Jer. 10:12; Neh. 9:6; Gen. 1:26-27; Gen. 2:21-23; Gen. 1:11; Gen. 1:24. 
 
VII. Of The Fall Of Man 
We believe that man was created in innocence under the law of his Maker, but by voluntary 
transgression fell from his sinless and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are 
now sinners, not by constraint, but of choice; and therefore under just condemnation without 
defense or excuse. 
Gen. 3:1-6, 24; Rom. 5:12, 19; Rom. 3:10-19; Eph. 2:1, 3; Rom. 1:18; Ezek.18:19-20; Rom. 
1:20, 28, 32; Gal. 3:22 
 
VIII. Of The Virgin Birth 
We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost in a miraculous manner; born of 
Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever born or can ever be born of a woman, and that He is 
both the Son of God, and God, the Son. 
Gen 3:15; Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; Mark 1:1; John 1:14; Psa. 2:7; Gal. 4:4; I John 
5:20; I Cor. 15:47 
 
IX. Of The Atonement For Sin 
We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; through the mediatorial offices of the 
Son of God, Who by appointment of the Father, freely took upon Him our nature, yet without 
sin, honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and by His death made a full and 
vicarious atonement for our sins; that His atonement consisted not in setting us an example by 
His death as a martyr, but was the voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner's place, the 
Just dying for the unjust, Christ, the Lord, bearing our sins in His own body on the tree; that, 
having risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in heaven and uniting in His wonderful person 
the tenderest sympathies with divine perfection, He is in every way qualified to be a suitable, a 
compassionate and an all-sufficient Savior. 
Eph. 2:8; Acts 15:11; Rom. 3:24; John 3:16; Matt. 18:11; Phil. 2:7; Heb. 2:14; Isa. 53:4-7; Rom. 
3:25; I John 4:10; I Cor. 15:3; II Cor. 5:21; John 10:18; Phil. 2:8; Gal. 1:4; I Pet. 2:24; I Pet. 3:18; 
Isa. 53:11; Heb. 12:2; I Cor. 15:20; Isa. 53:12; Heb. 9:12-15; Heb. 7:25; I John 2:2 
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X. Of Grace In The New Creation 
We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again; that the new birth is a new 
creation in Christ Jesus; that it is instantaneous and not a process; that in the new birth the one 
dead in trespasses and in sins is made a partaker of the divine nature and receives eternal life, 
the free gift of God; that the new creation is brought about in a manner above our 
comprehension, not by culture, not by character, nor by the will of man, but wholly and solely by 
the power of the Holy Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary 
obedience to the Gospel; that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and 
faith and newness of life. 
John 3:3; II Cor. 5:17; Luke 5:27; I John 5:1; John 3:6-7; Acts 2:41; II Pet. 1:4; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 
2:1; II Cor. 5:19; Col. 2:13; John 1:12-13; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9. 
 
XI. Of The Freeness Of Salvation 
We believe in God's electing grace; that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by a cordial, penitent and obedient 
faith; and nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own inherent 
depravity and voluntary rejection of the Gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated 
condemnation. 
I Thess. 1:4; Col. 3:12; I Pet. 1:2; Titus 1:1; Rom. 8:29-30; Matt. 11:28; Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22:17; 
Rom. 10:13; John 6:37; Isa. 55:6; Acts 2:38; Isa. 55:7; John 3:15-16; I Tim. 1:15; I Cor. 15:10; 
Eph. 2:4-5; John 5:40; John 3:18; John 3:36 
 
XII. Of Justification 
We believe that the great Gospel blessing which Christ secures to such as believe in Him is 
Justification; that Justification includes the pardon of sin, and the gift of eternal life on principles 
of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness which 
we have done; but solely through faith in the Redeemer's blood, His righteousness is imputed 
unto us. 
Acts 13:39; Isa. 53:11, Zech. 13:1; Rom. 8:1; Rom. 5:1, 9; Titus 3:5-7; Rom. 1:17; Hab. 2:4; 
Gal. 3:11; Rom. 4:1-8; Heb. 10:38. 
 
XIII. Of Repentance And Faith 
We believe that Repentance and Faith are solemn obligations, and also inseparable graces, 
wrought in our souls by the quickening Spirit of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of our 
guilt, danger and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with 
unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving 
the Lord Jesus Christ and openly confessing Him as our only and all-sufficient Savior. 
Acts 20:21; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:37-38; Luke 18:13; Rom. 10:13; Psa. 51:1-4; Psa. 51:7; Isa. 55:6-
7; Luke 12:8; Rom. 10:9-11 157 
 
XIV. Of The Church 
We believe that a church is a congregation of baptized believers associated by a covenant of 
faith and fellowship of the Gospel, said church being understood to be the citadel and 
propagator of the divine and eternal grace; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by His 
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laws; exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word; that its officers of 
ordination are pastors (elders, bishops, overseers, shepherds) whose qualifications, claims, and 
duties are clearly defined in the scriptures. 
We believe that men and women are spiritually equal in position before God but that God has 
ordained distinct and separate spiritual functions of men and women in the home and in the 
church. The husband is to be the leader of the home and men are to hold the leadership 
positions (pastors and deacons) in the church. Accordingly, only men are eligible of licensure 
and ordination for pastor by the church. 
We believe the true mission of the church is found in the Great Commission: first, to make 
individual disciples; second, to build up the church; third, to teach and instruct as He has 
commanded. We do not believe in the reversal of this order; we hold that the local church has 
the absolute right of self government, free from the interference of any hierarchy of individuals 
or organizations; and that the one and only superintendent is Christ through the Holy Spirit; that 
it is scriptural for true churches to cooperate with each other in contending for the faith and for 
the furtherance of the Gospel; that every church is the sole and only judge of the measure and 
method of its cooperation; on all matters of membership, of policy, of government, of discipline, 
of benevolence, the will of the local church is final. 
Acts 2:41-42; 1 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 4:11; I Cor. 12:4, 8-11; Acts 14:23; Acts 6:5-6; 
Acts 15:23; Acts 20:17-28; I Tim. 3:1-13; Matt. 28:19-20; Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23-24; I Peter 1-4; 
Acts 15:22, Jude 3, 4; II Cor. 8:23-24, I Cor. 16:1; Mal. 3:10; Lev. 27:32; I Cor. 16:2; I Cor. 6:1-
3, I Cor. 5:11-13 
 
XV. Of Baptism And The Lord's Supper 
We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a believer, in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, with the authority of the local church, to show forth in 
a solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Savior, with its effect 
in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of a 
church relation and to the Lord's supper, in which the members of the church, by the sacred use 
of bread and the fruit of the vine are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; 
preceded always by solemn self-examination. 
Acts 8:36-39; Matt. 3:6; John 3:23; Rom. 6:4-5; Matt. 3:16; Matt. 28:19; Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2:12; 
Acts 2:41-42; Matt. 28:19-20; I Cor. 11:23-28 
 
XVI. Of The Eternal Security Of The Believer 
It is God’s divine decision to save a person and it is God’s kindness, forbearance and patience 
that lead that person to repentance ‐ Romans 2:4.  
All glory for the salvation and security of every believer belongs to God alone ‐ Romans 3:21-
31; Ephesians 1:7-9; Ephesians 2:8-9, Jude 1:24-25.  
We believe that everyone who is born again by the Spirit through Jesus Christ is eternally 
assured of salvation from the moment of conversion. This assurance relies on God’s decisive 
grace rather than on the works of the Christian. Obedience, good works and fruit-bearing do not 
earn or retain the believer’s salvation, but indicate the reality of the person’s love of Christ and 
profession of faith ‐ Luke 6:46; John 14:21; James 2:17-18. 
Eternal security in salvation relies on the Lord’s guarantee of each believer’s adoption as His 
son or daughter ‐ Galatians 4:4-7, and His seal of the believer by the Holy Spirit ‐ 2 Corinthians 
1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13-14, and the conviction that God gives the Holy Spirit to each believer 
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as a down payment toward future bliss in heaven ‐ 2 Corinthians 1:21-22. A person who 
professes genuine faith in Christ immediately becomes His possession ‐ Luke 23:42-43; Acts 
2:40-41; Acts 16: 30-34, and nothing can snatch that person out of His hands ‐ John 10:27-29. 
Having been bought with the price of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion as complete payment for sin, 
Christians are not their own. They are Christ’s possession ‐ 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. This 
assurance is absolutely certain, reserved in heaven, protected by God’s unlimited power ‐  
1 Peter 1:4-5. 
 
XVII. Of The Righteous And The Wicked 
We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and the 
wicked; that such only as through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly righteous in His esteem; while all such as continue 
in impenitence and unbelief are in His sight wicked, and under the curse, and this distinction 
holds among men both in and after death, in the everlasting felicity of the saved and the 
everlasting conscious suffering of the lost. 
Mal. 3:18; Gen. 18;23; Rom. 6:17-18; Prov. 11:31; I Peter 1:18; Rom.1:17; I Cor. 15:22; Acts 
10:34-25; I John 2:29; Rom. 6:16; I John 5:19; Gal. 3:10; Rom.7:6; Rom. 6:23; Prov.14:32; Luke 
16:25; Matt.25:34,41; John 8:21, Luke 9:26; John 12:25, Matt.7:13-14 
 
XVIII. Of Civil Government 
We believe that civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and good order of 
human society; that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed; 
except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ; who is the only Lord of the 
conscience, and the coming Prince of the kings of the earth. 
Rom. 13:7; II Sam. 23:3; Ex. 18:21 -22; Acts 23:5; Matt. 22:21; Titus 3:1; I Peter 2:1-14; Acts 
4:19-20; Dan. 3:17-18; Matt. 10:28; Matt. 23:10; Phil. 2:10-11; Psa.72:11, I Peter 2:17 
 
XIX. Of The Resurrection And Return Of Christ And Related Events 
We believe in and accept the sacred Scriptures upon these subjects at their face and full value. 
Of the Resurrection, we believe that Christ rose bodily “The third day according to the 
Scriptures”; that He ascended “to the right hand of the throne of God”; that He alone is our 
“merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God”; “that this same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven,” bodily, personally, and visibly; that the “dead in Christ shall rise first”; that the living 
saints “shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump”; “that the 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David”; and that “Christ shall reign a 
thousand years in righteousness until He hath put all enemies under His feet.” 
Matt. 28:6-7; Acts 24:39; John 20:27; 1 Cor. 15:4; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:2-7; Acts 1:9, 11; Luke 
24:51; Mark 16:19; Rev. 3:21; Heb. 8:1; Heb. 12:2; Heb. 8:6; I Tim. 2:5; I John 2:1; Heb. 2:17; 
Heb. 5:9-10; John 14:3; I Thess. 4:16; Matt.24:27, 42; Heb. 9:28; I Cor. 15:42-44, 51-53; I 
Thess. 4:17; Phil. 3:20-21; Luke 1:32; I Cor. 15:25; Isa. 11:4-5; Psa. 72:8, Rev. 20:1-4; Rev. 
20:6 
 
XX. Of Missions 
The command to give the Gospel to the world is clear and unmistakable and this Commission 
was given to the churches. 
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Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you and, lo I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
Mark 16:15, “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” 
John 20:21, “As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” 
Acts 1:8, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 
Romans 10:13-15, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How 
then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach, except they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
Gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” 
 
XXI. Of Women in Ministry 
Calvary Baptist Church affirms the God-ordained and significant role that women should play in 
establishing and leading the local church. Every leadership opportunity is open to women 
except those that are excluded by Scripture. The Scriptures clearly teach that men are to serve 
in the office of the lead pastor (elder, bishop or overseer) ‐ 1 Timothy 2:12; 1 Timothy 3:1-2; 
Titus 1:6-9.  
We do not see this as an issue of equality, for men and women are equal under God. The Bible 
is clear that men and women do not have the same roles. Qualified women should serve in any 
leadership position that is not forbidden in the Scriptures. 
 
XXII. Of The Grace Of Giving 
Scriptural giving is one of the fundamentals of the Faith. 
2 Corinthians 8:7, “But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also." 
We are commanded to bring our gifts into the storehouse (common treasury of the church) 
upon the first day of the week. 
1 Corinthians 16:2, “On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, 
storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” 
Under Grace we give, and do not pay, the tithe – “Abraham GAVE the tenth of the spoils,” - 
Hebrews 7:2,4 – and this was four hundred years before the law, and is confirmed in the new 
Testament; Jesus said concerning the tithe, “these you ought to have done”, Matthew 23:23. 
We are commanded to bring the tithe into the common treasury of the church. 
Leviticus 27:30, “The tithe ... is the Lord's.” 
Malachi 3:10, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And 
try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And 
pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it." 

 Acts 4:34,35,37, “And brought the prices of the things that were sold and laid them down at the   
apostles' feet.” 
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By-Laws 
Preamble 

 
Resting our faith wholly in the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation, believing in the teaching and 
practices of New Testament Churches, and in those great distinctive principles for which they 
have stood, and accepting as a general summary of doctrine and duties a covenant and 
articles of faith contained herein: 
We, therefore, bind ourselves together as a body of baptized believers in Jesus Christ and 
adopt for our government and plan of worship and service the following articles.  
We hereby rescind all previous action thereto. 

 
Article I  
Name 
 
The name of this organization, as incorporated under the Laws of the State of Texas, shall be 
the Calvary Baptist Church doing business as “Calvary Baptist Church.” 

 
Article II  
Affiliation 
 
We, the Calvary Baptist Church of Snyder, TX shall be known as an Independent Baptist 
Church, associated in fellowship with the Baptist Bible Fellowship International, The Southern 
Baptist Convention, and The World Baptist Fellowship. We may choose to fellowship with other 
associations, conventions, fellowships or groups, provided these entities hold to sound doctrinal 
beliefs and practices of like manner as Calvary Baptist Church. 

 
Article III  
Membership 

 
Section 1. This church shall consist of baptized (immersed) believers in Christ, who take the 
Holy Bible as their only rule of faith and practice. 

 
Section 2. Persons may be received into membership who have accepted Jesus Christ as 
Savior and been baptized by immersion after salvation, in each case the candidate giving 
evidence of a change of heart, the testimony of a Christian life, and adopting the views of faith 
and practice held by this church. 
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Some applying for membership may choose to transfer by letter from a Baptist church of like 
faith and practice. Others may choose to apply based upon their statement of faith. 

 
Section 3. A member may be dismissed to the fellowship of another Baptist church by a letter 
of recommendation. A member wishing to withdraw from the church to enter another church 
will be dropped from the roll. To be considered an active member of the church and maintain 
his voting privileges, a member must have attended at least six regular services during the 
preceding six months, unless hindered by sickness.  
Those who willfully absent themselves for this stated period of time shall automatically be 
placed on an inactive members list. They will remain members of the church until such a time 
as they choose to withdraw membership, or become deceased. 
 
After their eighteenth birthday, children who are saved and baptized may become a voting 
member of the church by agreeing to abide by the covenant, articles of faith and by-laws and 
submitting an application to the church office. 

 
Section 4. Discipline 
Church discipline is the process of correcting sinful behavior among members of a local church   
body for the purpose of protecting the church, restoring the brother or sister to a right walk with 
God, and renewing fellowship among the church members. In some cases, church discipline 
can proceed all the way to excommunication, which is the formal removal of an individual from 
church membership and the informal separation from that individual. 
Matthew 18:15–20 gives the procedure and authority for a church to practice church discipline. 
(a) All members of the church shall hold themselves 
subject to the discipline of the church and shall conduct themselves in accordance with the 
articles of this instrument, and the covenant of faith of this church. 
(b) In the case where offense is believed to have been given and that for the sake of the 
church the member should be disciplined by the church, those who are in possession of 
evidence concerning the alleged offense must present said evidence in writing to the discipline 
committee for consideration. 
(c) The Deacons shall constitute a standing committee of discipline to whom all cases of 
grievous and moral delinquencies shall be referred.  
(d) No one shall have the right to accuse any member of the church at any public meeting 
of the church unless this person, or group of persons, have first presented the charge to the 
committee on discipline. 

 (e) A member under discipline is prohibited from all the rights of membership. If the discipline 
committee finds that grievous, moral delinquencies have occurred by the member, he may, by 
three-fourths vote of the members present and voting, be excluded; provided, however, that 
due notice of the meeting be given to all the church in advance, and the accused member 
afforded an opportunity to appear in his own behalf; and provided also that the steps pointed 
out by the Master in the 5th and 18th chapters of Matthew be strictly followed to secure 
reconciliation and forgiveness, if possible, before the church takes action. 
  (f) If a member under discipline shall voluntarily make a confession to the church, and 
manifest an evidence of true repentance, no further proceedings shall be entertained. One who 
has been excluded from membership may be reinstated to full fellowship upon making a 
voluntary confession and showing true repentance, and by expressing his (or her) desire to re- 
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unite with the church fellowship.  
  (g) It will never be the desire of the church to discipline a member, and discipline will be a last 
resort scenario, however, it is important to follow the instructions of church operations as 
revealed in Holy Scripture, whereby discipline is a required function of a biblical church. 
 
 
Article IV  
Officers 
 
Section 1. The officers of this church shall consist of a pastor, deacons, officers of the 
corporation, a church clerk, a church treasurer, and assistant treasurers as needed. 

 
Section 2. The Pastor 
(a) The pastor shall be elected for an indefinite term of office (I Tim. 3:1-13). The relation may 
be dissolved by mutual agreement after 30 days notice. This time may be extended to meet 
the needs of the pastor or church by mutual agreement. 
(b) In case the pastor or church shall desire to terminate this relationship, and the agreement 
is not mutual, either party may terminate said relationship. If the pastor terminates relationship, 
the church is automatically relieved of any further obligation as to salary or regularly extended 
church facilities. Other arrangements may be made by mutual agreement. If the church should 
terminate relationship, the church will extend regular church facilities and salary for a minimum 
of one month. 
(c) The call or dismissal of a pastor shall come before the church at a regular or specially 
called business meeting, notice at such meeting and its purpose having been read from the 
pulpit on two successive Sundays previous. 
(d) A three-fourths vote of all members present and voting shall be necessary to make such 
action valid. 
(e) In case of a vacancy occurring in the pulpit, the active deacons shall constitute a pulpit 
committee. 

 
Section 3. The Deacons 
(a) The church shall have no less than three deacons. Deacons shall be elected for a period 
of three years and shall hold office until their successors are elected or they leave office as 
prescribed below. Whenever the number of deacons is decreased, the total number required 
to fill all vacancies will be elected at an annual election by the church body, as qualified 
candidates are available. The length of term of office for the added deacons will be staggered. 
The newly elected deacons shall be installed according to Acts 6:1-7. A former deacon cannot 
be elected to serve another term until a period of one year has elapsed from the time he left 
office. 
(b) New deacons will be nominated each year at a meeting held jointly by the active deacons, 
the pastor and the full-time staff members of the church. The deacon nominees will be placed 
on a joint ballot for a vote coming before the church body annually. The ballot measure will 
either be in the affirmative or in the negative for the entire slate of new nominees. The pastor 
shall have veto power on all nominees for ballot placement. 
(c) A deacon moving away from the city, where the distance forbids his attendance, 
automatically ceases to be an active deacon. All vacancies left by death or other causes will be 
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filled at the next annual election. 
(d) All deacons’ meetings shall be called by the pastor who will also act as a moderator of the 
meetings. No meeting is to be called in the absence of the pastor except to conduct necessary 
routine business. Such a meeting may be called by the Deacon Chair. 
(e) No changes in accepted policies, by-laws, statements of faith, employee changes, or 
matters to bring before the church body shall be voted on at a deacons meeting where the 
pastor is not present, unless there is a pastoral vacancy. 

 
Section 4. The Officers of the Corporation 
The officers of the corporation shall be the President, Vice-President, and the Secretary- 
Treasurer. The Pastor shall be the President of the corporation. The Vice President and 
Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected from the active deacons by the active deacons. The Vice 
President shall be the Deacon Chair. The Secretary-Treasurer of the corporation will function as 
the Secretary of the active deacons. 

 
Section 5. The Church Clerk 
The church clerk shall be appointed by the active deacons. 

 
Section 6. The Church Treasurers 
The Church Treasurer and assistant treasurers shall be elected from among the active deacons. 

Article V Duties of Officers 

Section 1. The Pastor 
(a) The Pastor shall preach the Gospel regularly, administer the ordinances, act as moderator 
of all meetings for the transaction of business, oversee the ministry of the church, tenderly 
watch over its membership and spiritual interest, supervise the teaching ministry, and 
organize and develop the church’s strength for the best possible service. 
(b) In case the church is without a pastor, the Deacon Chair shall act as moderator. If he is not 
available, someone duly elected by the Deacons shall moderate that particular meeting. 
(c) The Pastor shall be given the liberty by the church to conduct revivals, Bible conferences, 
or other necessary meetings where he feels led by the Holy Spirit to do so. When the pastor is 
absent from his pulpit, he is to see that a suitable supply is engaged. 
(d) The Pastor shall oversee the hiring, termination and acceptance or rejection resignations of 
paid workers. He will also inform the deacons regarding changes to staff. 

 
Section 2. The Deacons 
The deacons shall officiate with the Pastor at the Lord’s Supper, attend to the necessities of the 
poor, attend to the needs of widows, and act as an advisory committee to the pastor in 
planning the work of the church financially and otherwise. With the pastor, they will make such 
recommendations to the church as they deem wise, and aid the pastor in zealously guarding 
and fostering the spiritual life and unity of the church. Transaction of business before the 
deacons will require a quorum, which will be a majority of the deacons.  
 
Section 3. The Officers of the Corporation 
The officers of the corporation, at the direction of the church, shall conduct all legal business of 
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the church. 
 
Section 4. The Church Clerk 
The church clerk shall keep a correct record of the proceedings of the church at all corporate 
business meetings, keep a complete registry of membership, issue letters of dismissal as 
directed by the church, preserve all papers and letters coming into his (or her) hands during 
the term of office, delivering the same and all records kept to his (or her) successor. 

 
Section 5. The Church Treasurers 
(a) The church treasurers shall receive all funds contributed and shall disburse the same as 
ordered by the church. 
(b) All regular fund checks, all payroll checks, all building fund checks, and all mission fund 
checks shall be signed by two treasurers. In the absence of two treasurers, other signers 
may be appointed by the Treasurer and Vice President. 

 
Section 6. In order to promote a high spiritual standard in the church, all officers, teachers and 
committeemen will be expected to attend the regular services of the church faithfully when they 
are not providentially hindered. 

 
Article VI Committees and Organizations 

 
Section 1. The active deacons shall constitute the Pulpit Committee. The Vice President of the 
deacons shall act as chairman of the Pulpit Committee and shall convene the committee at the 
earliest possible time after the pulpit has been vacated. 

 
Section 2. Other committees may be formed to facilitate decisions and provide organization for 
ministries within the church. 
 
Section 3. Committees may not be formed without approval from the Pastor. In the case of a 
pastor vacancy, committees may not be formed without approval of a majority vote of the 
active deacons. 

 
Section 4. The pastor shall be an ex-officio member of all committees, boards, and 
organizations of the church. 
 
Section 4. It shall be understood that all organizations, committees, classes, outreaches and 
ministries of the church are a part of the church and subject to it’s jurisdiction. They shall not 
conduct themselves in any way that is unbecoming to our Christian faith or that shall bring 
discredit to the body of which they are a part. No organization may conduct itself as a stand-
alone ministry. 

 
Article VII  
Meetings 

 
Section 1. The annual business meeting shall be held each year in the 4th quarter. 
The active deacons will approve a budget for the estimated expenditures of the 
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church for the following year. 
 
Section 2. Special business meetings may be called by the pastor whenever such a meeting is 
required.  

 
Section 3. All business meetings shall be opened and closed in prayer. 

 
Section 4. All motions voted on by the church membership shall be recorded in the minutes. 

Section 5. Any financial obligation that requires a bank loan must first be brought before the 

active deacons and approved by an affirmative vote of the majority of active deacons. The item 

will then be brought before the church body for a vote. A three-fourths affirmative vote of all 

members present and voting who are at least eighteen years of age is required in this instance.  

 

Article VIII  

Voting 

Section 1. All elections shall be by ballot unless otherwise authorized by the church. 
 
Section 2. All scripturally baptized members of the church who are in good standing and are 
eighteen years of age or older shall be entitled to vote. 
 
Section 3. A three-fourths affirmative vote of all members present and voting who are at least 
eighteen years of age is required for church business. 

 
Article IX  
Amendments 

 
These bylaws may be changed or amended at any business meeting by a three-fourths 
affirmative vote of all members eighteen years of age and older who are present and cast a 
vote. A written notice of such change shall have been proposed and presented at a regular 
meeting of the church at least two Sunday’s previous, if such alteration does not conflict with 
the Articles of Agreement of this church 
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